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ADVERTISEMENT. 

f  jp>HE  author  of  the  following  flieets  hath  endea- 
voured,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities,  to  givs 
the  Public  a  fuccind  and  impartial  Hiftory  of  the 
prefent  "Wai .  N"o  flave  to  fadion,  no  dupe  to  pre- 
judice  •,  he  hath  reprefented  fads  as  they  really  hap¬ 
pened.  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  hiftory  to  record  ;  not 
to  flatter.  The  candour  of  the  public  is  requefted 
for  a  wo;  k,  the  defign  of  which  is  certainly  com¬ 
mendable  :  How  it  is  executed  the  reader  muft  de¬ 
termine. 
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H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

OF  THE 

W  A  R. 

CHAP.  I.  . 

Origin  of  the  war*  Afts  of  hojlility  committed  by 
France  in  America .  Fhe  french  incroachments  there . 
Fhe  englifh  ambaffadcr  remonflrates  againji  their  pro* 
ceedings.  Major  Wajhington's  expedition .  Monckton 
reduces  Beaufejour ,  <2;^  other  forts  in  Nova  Scotia . 
Other  tranfatiions  in  America*,  till  the  end  of  1754. 
General  Braddock  appointed  to  command  in  chief  and 
arrives  in  Virginia .  He  marches  againji  Fort  du 
FJuefne.  Is  defeated  by  the  french.  Conferences  of 
his  defeat .  Reflexions. 

TO  enquire  into  the  origin  of  the  war,  it 
will  be  necefiary  to  look*  back  almoft 
to  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  the 
year  1748  ;  for  we  fhall  find,  that  very 
foon  after  that  treaty,  the  french  laid  the  foun¬ 
dations  for  a  future  war.  In  order  to  perceive  this 
more  clearly,  I  fhall  take  a  particular  view  of  the 
proceedings  of  France  in  North  America  (the  country 
in  which  the  late  commotions  firfl  began)  from  the 
abovementioned  time. 
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In  the  year  1749,  fome  englifh  american  traders 
commenced  a  traffic  with  the  indians,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  french  knowing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  that  country,  v/ere  defirous  to  prevent 
us  from  trading,  or  having  any  communication  with 
thofe  indians  ;  they  threatned  them  with  the  confif- 
cation  of  their  goods,  and  imprifonment  of  their 
perfons,  if  they  did  not  retire,  from  what,  they  were 
pleafed  to  call,  their  matter’s  territories.  Many  of 
the  traders  immediately  withdrew,  on  receiving  this 
infolent  menace  •,  but  feveral  others,  knowing  their 
own  juft  right,  had  more  fpirit  *,  and  continued  their 
traffic  as  ufual,  notwithftanding  the  threats  denounced 
againft  them  :  and  accordingly  in  1750,  the  marquis 
cle  la  Jonquiere,  at  that  time  governor  of  Canada, 
lent  feveral  detachments  of  troops  to  the  Ohio,  to  put 
their  former  threats  in  execution  ;  which  they  did  by 
feizing  four  englifh  traders,  and  confifcating  their 
goods,  fending  them  prifoners  to  Quebec,  from  whence 
they  were  brought  to  Rochelle  in  France,  and  there 
detained  in  prifon.  Thefe  englifhmen  foon  after  their 
arrival  at  Rochelle,  wrote  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle, 
our  ambafiador  at  Paris,  complaining  of  the  ill  ufage 
they  had  received  :  upon  which,  that  minifter  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Holdernefte,  fecretary  of  ftate 
to  the  king  of  England ,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract. 


“  Paris,  march  r,  1752. 

I  mutt  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  in  the  month 
of  november  I  received  a  letter  from  three  perfons, 
figning  themfdves,  John  Patton,  Luke  Irwin,  and 
Thomas  Bourke  ;  representing  to  me,  that  they  were 
englifhmen,  who  had  been  brought  to  Rochelle,  and 
put  into  prifon  there,  from  whence  they  wrote  ;  hav¬ 
ing  been  taken  by  the  french  fubjedts,  who  ieized 
their  effedts,  as  they  were  trading  with  the  englifh, 
and  other  indians  on  the  Ohio,  and  carried  prifoners 
to  Quebec  -,  from  whence  they  have  been  lent  over  to 

Rochelle, 


(  3  ) 

Rochelle,  where  they  were  hardly  ufed.  Upon  this 
information,  I  applied  to  M.  St.  Conteft,  and  gave 
him  a  note  of  it  •,  claiming  them,  as  the  king’s  fub- 
jefts,  and  demanding  their  liberty,  and  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  their  effeds  that  had  been  unjuftly  taken 
from  them. 

Thefe  three  perfons,  I  find  by  the  paper  your  lord- 
Ihip  has  fent  me,  are  of  the  number  of  chofe  demand¬ 
ed  of  the  french  by  Mr.  Clinton,  and  named  in  M. 
de  la  Jonquiere’s  letter.  I  have  wrote  to  a  merchant 
at  Rochelle  to  enquire  after  them,  and  to  fupply  them 
with  money,  to  make  their  journey  hither,  if  they 
are  not  gone  ;  that  I  may  receive  from  them  all  the 
informations  neceffary.  On  my  feeing  M.  St.  Con¬ 
teft  next  tuefday,  I  will  reprefent  the  cafe  to  him,  in 
obedience  to  his  majefty’s  commands,  that  la  Jonquiere 
may  have  pofitive  orders,  to  defift  from  the  unjufti- 
fiable  proceedings  complained  of ;  to  releafe  any  of 
his  majefty~s  fubjeds  he  may  ftill  detain  in  prifon ; 
and  make  ample  reftitution  of  their  effieds.  And  I 
fhall  take  care  to  fhow  him  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
fending  inftrudions  to  their  feveral  governors,  not 
to  attempt  any  fuch  encroachments  for  the  future.” 

And  on  the  8th  of  march  lord  Albemarle  further 
writes  to  the  earl  of  HolderndTe. 

“  I  am  now  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  I  faw 
M.  Rouille  yefterday  ;  and  that  having  drawn  up  a 
note  of  the  feveral  complaints  I  had  received  orders 
to  make  of  la  Jonquiere’s  condud,  1  delivered  it  to 
him,  and  told  him,  in  general,  the  contents  of  it  * 
infilling  on  the  neceffity,  for  preferving  the  good  un- 
derftanding  betwixt  his  majefty  and  the  moft  chriftian 
king,  of  lending  luch  poiitive  orders  to  all  their  go¬ 
vernors,  as  might  effectually  prevent,  for  the  future, 
any  fuch  encroachments  on  his  majefty’s  territories, 
and  committing  fuch  violence  or.  his  fubjeds,  as  had 
been  done  in  the  pad. 
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l  added  to  my  remonftrance,  that  1  hoped  they  would 
be  taken  into  confederation  quickly  ^  that  he  might 
be  able  to  give  me  an  anfwer  next  week,  or  as  foon 
afterwards  as  he  poflibly  could.  This  minifter  told 
me,  he  would  ufe  his  belt  endeavours  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  allured  me  it  was  the  intention  of  his  court  to 
prevent  any  difputes  arifing,  that  might  tend  to  alter 
the  prefent  correfpondence  between  the  two  nations  *, 
and  that  I  might  depend  upon  fuch  orders  being  fent 
to  their  governors  accordingly. 

Of  the  three  men  I  mentioned  to  your  lordfnip  in 
my  letter  of  laft  week,  that  had  been  brought  prison¬ 
ers  from  Canada  to  Rochelle,  whom  I  lent  for  to 
come  to  Paris,  two  of  them  are  arrived,  and  the 
third  is  gone’to  London.  I  will  take  fuch  informa¬ 
tions  from  them,  as  may  be  necelfary  for  my  own  in- 
ftrudtion,  to  fupport  their  receiving  fatisfaftion  for  the 
injuries  that  have  been  done  them.55. 

At  the  fame  time  that  my  lord  Albemarle  men¬ 
tioned  the  above  affair  to  M.  de  Rouille,  he  delivered 
to  him  a  memorial  containing  his  complaints,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  part. 

“  As  to  the  fort  which  the  french  have  undertaken 
to  build  on  the  river  Niagara,  and  as  to  the  fix  englifh- 
men  who  have  been  made  prifoners  ;  lord  Albemarle 
is  ordered  by  his  court  to  demand,  that  the  molt  ex- 
prefs  orders  be  fent  to  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  to  defift 
from  luch  uni  lift  proceedings,  and  in  particular,  to 
caufe  the  fort  above-mentioned,  to  be  immediately 
razed  •>  and  the  french  and  others  in  their  alliance, 
who  may  happen  to  be  there,  to  retire  forthwith  :  as 
likewiie,  to  let  the  fix  englilhmen  at  liberty,  and  to 
make  them  ample  fatisfaclion  for  the  wrongs  and 
Ioffes  they  have  fuffered  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  have  committed  thefe  cxcefles,  be  punifhed 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  ferve  for  an  example  to  thole 
who  might  venture  on  any  like  attempt/’ 
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It  is  neceflary  here  to  add  a  remark  or  two  on  this 
perplexed  and  intricate  affair;  concerning  which,  fo 
much  falfhood  has  been  propagated.  It  is  very  plain 
that,  although  feveral  juft  demands  were  made  by 
lord  Albemarle  to  the  french  minifter,  yet  none  of 
them  (except  the  releafing  the  three  men  at  Rochelle) 
were  complied  with  :  even  to  this  day  the  fore  at  Ni¬ 
agara  has  not  been  demolifhed.  No  fatisfa&ion  was 
made  to  thofe  englifhmen  who  were  taken  prifoners, 
for  the  loftes  they  fuftained  ;  nor  any  reftitution  made 
for  the  effects  that  had  been  feized.  And  as  to  the  po- 
fitive  orders  which  were  to  be  fent  to  all  their  go¬ 
vernors  in  North  America,  and  to  de  la  jonquiere 
in  particular,  for  them  to  defift  from  any  the  like  at¬ 
tempts  or  encroachments  for  the  future,  every  one 
knows  the  french  never  thought  of  complying  with 
this  demand,  fince  they  continued  without  interruption 
their  encroachments;  and  v/ere  fo  far  from  defifting 
from  the  fame,  that  they  even  carried  them  every  day 
further  and  further,  till  at  laft  it  came  to  an  open  war 
between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  one  of  the  firft  and  beft  of  political  maxims, 
for  every  nation  to  refent  the  wrongs  done  them  vi- 
goroufiy  and  without  delay.  But,  to  the  misfortune 
pf  their  country,  the  miniftry  in  England  did  not 
follow  that  method  to  have  its  injuries  redreffed. 
3Tis  true,  my  lord  Albemarle  demanded  every  thing 
that  it  was  reafonable  to  expedl  the  french  could 
grant.  But  there  certainly  is  a  wide  difference 
between  demanding,  and  having  thofe  demands 
granted.  The  only  article  complied  with  was,  the 
releafing  the  three  englifhmen  at  Rochelle.  Now 
it  is  natural  here  to  enquire  into  the  realbn,  why 
the  britifh  miniftry  did  not  infift  upon  having  the 
other  articles,  mentioned  in  the  lord  Albemarle’s 
memorial,  complied  with  inftantly,  and  a  flop  put 
to  the  many  encroachments  which  the  french  were 
making  in  America.  We  know  this  fhould  have  been 
$one:. and  we  know  it  was  not  done.  To  enquire 
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into  the  fecret  fprings  and  caufes  of  this  negled,  mufl 
be  left  to  thofe  who  are  more  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  ftate  :  but  thus  much  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  one  of  the  principal  ones  was  the  dread  and 
fear  which  the  miniftry  in  England  had,  of  being 
drawn  into  a  war  with  France  *,  the  reafons  for  this 
tear,  I  think,  are  very  evident. 

The  marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  governor  of  Cana¬ 
da,  died  in  march,  1752,  juft  as  he  was  preparing  to 
march  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  the  Ohio, 
with  defign  to  continue  their  encroachments  on  that 
river.  The  marquis  du  Quefne,  iucceffor  to  Jonquiere, 
no  fooner  arrived  at  Quebec,  in  the  middle  of  the 
year,  than  he  haftened  to  continue  what  his  predecef- 
for  had  begun  *,  and  gave  the  command  of  the  troops 
defigned  tor  the  Ohio,  to  the  fieur  de  St.  Pierre, 
who  began  his  march  in  the  latter  end  of  1753,  and 
wintered  in  a  fort  which  he  built  on  the  Beef  River. 
In  the  month  of  October,  during  his  ftay  at  this 
poft,  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  of  Virginia,  dated  the  31ft,  com¬ 
plaining  of  fundry  late  hoftilities  ;  and  defiring  to 
know,  by  what  authority  an  armed  force  had  marched 
from  Canada,  and  invaded  a  territory  indubitably 
the  right  of  his  britannic  majefty.  Major  Wafhing- 
ton  was  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  He  returned  with 
the  following  anfwer  from  Monf.  Legardeur  de  St. 
Pierre,  dated  at  the  fort  on  Beef  River,  the  15th 
of  december,  1753- 

“  S 1  R, 

As  I  have  the  honor  to  command  here  in  chief, 
Mr.  Wafhington  delivered  me  the  letter,  which  you 
directed  to  the  commandant  of  the  french  troops. 

I  ftiould  have  been  pleafed  if  you  had  given  him  or¬ 
ders,  or  if  he  himfelf  had  been  difpofed,  to  vifit  Ca¬ 
nada  and  our  general  *,  to  whom,  rather  than  to  me, 
it  properly  appertains,  to  remonftrate  the  reality  of 
the  Vina  my  mailer’s  rights  to  lands  fituated  along 
” "  0  ‘  *  the 
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the  Ohio,  and  to  difpute  the  pretenfions  of  the  king 
of  Great-Britain  in  that  reipeft. 

I  fhall  immediately  forward  your  letter  to  Monfi 
le  marquis  du  Quefne.  His  anfwer  will  be  a  law  to 
me:  and  if  he  directs  me  to  communicate  it  to 
you,  I  a  flu  re  you,  fir,  I  (hall  negleft  nothing  that 
may  be  neceflary  to  convey  it  to  you  with  expe*? 
dition. 

As  to  the  requifition  you  make  (that  I  retire  with 
the  troops  under  my  command)  I  cannot  believe  my- 
fe If  under  any  obligation  to  fubmitto  it  :  I  am  here 
in  virtue  of  my  general’s  orders  •,  and  I  beg,  fir,  you 
would  not  doubt  a  moment  of  my  fixed  refolution  to 
conform  to  them,  with  all  the  exactitude  and  flea- 
dinefs  that  might  be  expected  from  a  better  officer. 

I  do  not  know  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign, 
any  thing  has  pafled  that  can  be  efteemed  an  aft  of 
hoftility,  or  contrary  to  the  treaties  fubfifting  between 
the  two  crowns  ;  the  continuation  of  which  is  as  in- 
terefting  and  pleafing  to  us,  as  it  can  be  to  the  eng- 
lifh.  If  it  had  been  agreeable  to  you,  fir,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  to  have  made  a  particular  detail  of  the  faffs 
which  occafion  your  complaint,  I  fhould  have  had 
the  honor  of  anfwering  you  in  the  moft  explicit  man¬ 
ner  *,  and,  I  am  perfuaded  you  would  have  had  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied. 

I  have  taken  particular  care  to  receive  Mr.  Wafh- 
ington  with  all  the  diftinction  fuitable  to  your  dig¬ 
nity,  and  to  his  quality  and  great  merit.  I  flatter 
myfelf  that  he  will  do  me  this  juftice,  and  join  with 
with  me  in  teftifying  the  profound  refpeft  with  which 

I  am,  Sir, 

Ypur  moft  humble 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre.73 

On  receipt  of  this  refolute  anfwer,  Mr.  Dinwiddle 
made  inftant  complaint  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain  ; 
&nd  laboured  what  he  could  to  rouze  the  Virginians 
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into  a  vigorous  oppofition.  He  wrote  alfo  to  tht 
neighbouring  governors,  importuning  the  aid  of  the 
other  colonies,  for  repelling  the  invafion,  and  erect¬ 
ing  a  fort  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Monan- 
gahela.  An  immediate  jun&don  in  fuch  meafures 
became  abfolutely  requifite  for  the  common  fecurity. 
But  the  colonies,  inattentive  to  the  inconveniencies  of 
an  endlefs  frontier,  contemned  the  power  of  Canada, 
and  confided  in  the  number  of  their  inhabitants. 
They  were  fo  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fituation  and 
importance  of  the  inland  country  ;  that  when  appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  Virginia  for  luccours,  conformable 
to  directions  from  the  miniftry  in  England,  fome  of 
our  provincial  afifemblies,  particularly  thofe  of  Pen- 
fil vania  and  New  York  *,  feemed  even  to  queftion 
his  majefty’s  right  to  the  lands  ufurped  by  the  french. 
Others,  to  avoid  their  (hare  in  the  burden,  framed 
the  mod  trifling  excufes.  New  York,  however,  voted 
5000 1.  currency  in  aid  of  Virginia  ;  which,  confider- 
ing  her  own  fituation,  and  approaching  diftrefies,  was 
no  ungenerous  contribution. 

But  the  Virginians  proceeded  in  their  refolution 
of  marching  a  body  of  troops  to  the  protection 
of  their  frontiers :  and  palfed  an  aft  in  Februa¬ 
ry,  1754,  for  the  raifing  10, cool,  and  300  mem 
The  command  was  given  to  col.  Wafhington,  a  young 
gentleman  of  great  bravery  and  diftinguifhed  merit, 

He 

*  Extra#  of  governor  Morris’s  meflage  to  the  aflembly  of  Pen- 
filvania,  22  November,  1755. 

You  would  not  admit,  that  the  flench  encroachments  and  for« 
tifleations  on  the  Ohio  were  within  our  limits,  or  his  majefty’s  do¬ 
minions,  then  by  feeking  an  excufe  to  avoid  doing  what  was  re¬ 
quired  of  you. 

Extra#  of  the  add  refs  of  the  general  aftembly  of  New  York  to 
lieutenant  governor  de  Lancy,  23  April,  1754. 

It  appears,  by  other  papers,  your  honor  has  been  pleafed  to 
communicate  to  us,  that  the  french  have  built  a  fort  at  a  place 
called  the  French  Creek,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  river 
Ohio,  which  may,  but  does  not  by  any  evidence  or  information 
appear  tc  us  to  be  an  invafion  of  any  of  his  majeftyN  colonies. 
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He  began  his  march  at  the  head  of  his  little  army* 
about  the  ift  of  may.  On  the  28th  he  had  a  fkirmifh 
with  the  enemy,  of  whom  ten  were  flain,  and 
about  twenty  were  made  prifoners.  But  col.  Wafh- 
ington  finding  himfelf  too  weak,  waited  for  further 
reinforcements  •,  during  which  time  he  was  alarmed 
with  the  news,  that  a  great  body  of  french  and  in¬ 
dians  were  marching  againft  him.  It  feems  the 
marquis  du  Quefne,  governor  general  of  Canada, 
had  appointed  the  fieur  de  Contre-Coeur  to  command 
the  french  troops  on  the  Ohio,  who  being  acquainted 
with  the  fkirmifh  which  col.  Wafhington  had  with  a 
party  of  french,  refolved  to  fend  the  greateft  part  of 
his  forces,  under  the  fieur  de  Villiers,  to  diflodge  col. 
Wafhington  from  his  little  camp,  which  he  had 
formed,  and  which  was  called  fort  Neceffity.  In 
obedience  to  thele  inftrudtions,  Villiers  accordingly 
marched  at  the  head  of  near  1000  french  and  200 
indians  againft  the  englifn.  On  the  3d  of  july,  he 
came  in  fight  of  fort  Neceffity.  The  englifh  troops 
not  amounting  to  above  200  men,  were  a  handful 
compared  to  the  number  of  the  enemy  ;  but  they 
fought  bravely  for  upwards  of  three  hours,  nor  did 
they  give  over  before  they  had  flain  near  200  of 
the  enemy  •,  but  col.  Wafhington,  obferving  their 
great  fuperiority,  who  began  to  hem  him  in  on  all 
quarters,  found  himfelf  under  the  abfolute  neceffity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  difagreeable  terms  that  were 
offered  him. 

In  this  atftion  we  had  30  killed  and  50  wounded. 
The  french,  as  I  have  faid  before,  were  aftifted  by  a 
confiderable  number  of  indians,  who  had  been  long 
in  the  englifh  alliance.  And  many  of  them  were 
known  to  be  of  the  fix  nations.  On  the  iurrendcr 
of  our  camp,  they  fell  at  once  to  pillaging  the  bag¬ 
gage  and  provifions  j  and  fhot  fevcral  of  the  horks 
and  cattle. 

Againft  this  conduct  col.  Wafhington  remonftrat- 
ed  j  but  all  his  arguments  made  little  impreffion  upon 

them. 


diem.  Thus  the  french  remained  matters  of  the 
field  ;  the  indians  were  rivetted  in  their  defection  ; 
and  the  frontiers  of  the  colony  expofed,  through  the 
ill-timed  parlimony  of  the  provinces.  The  enemy  on 
the  other  hand  wifely  improved  the  prefent  advantage, 
and  credted^  forts  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  quiet 
poflefiion  of  that  fertile  country.  To  fliew  the  ne¬ 
gligence  of  the  province  of  Penfilvania,  we  need  only 
take  notice,  that  foon  after  Wafhington’s  defeat,  a 
thouiand  of  the  back  inhabitants  prefented  a  petition 
to  the  aflembly,  praying,  that  they  might  be  furnifhed 
with  arms  and  ammunition  for  their  defence  ;  but  the 
petition  was  rejedled  with  fcorn.  Our  indian  allies 
have  often  defired  us  to  build  forts,  to  which  their 
wives  and  children  might  fly  in  time  of  danger  •,  and 
fent  down  to  the  governor  of  Penfilvania,  begging 
he  would  diredt  the  building  a  ftockade,  or  wooden 
fort,  in  which  they  offered  to  defend  themfelves  and 
the  englifh  from  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
the  aflembly,  to  be  confident  with  themfelves,  and 
to  fliow  that  they  were  religioufly  bent  on  the  ruin  of 
their  country,  refufed  to  give  any  money  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  gave  the  indians  for  anfwer,  that  if  they 
were  afraid  of  the  enemy,  they  might  retire  further 
clown,  and  come  within  the  fettled  parts  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  Thus  the  nobleft  opportunity  was  loft  that 
could  have  been  offered,  of  keeping  our  indians  fteady, 
and  for  building  a  fort  at  a  fmall  expence,  in  a  pafs 
fo  commodioufly  fituated  between  the  mountains,  that 
it  would  have  effectually  covered  and  defended  two 
of  our  frontier  counties,  from  the  inroads  of  the 
french  and  their  indians. 

I  fhall  here  take  notice  of  an  inftrudlion  fent  from 
his  majefty  to  the  feveral  governors  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  whereby  the  earl  of  Holderneffe  fignified  his 
majefty’s  commands,  that  in  cafe  the  fubjedts  of  any 
foreign  prince  fhould  prefume  to  make  any  encroach¬ 
ments  in  the  limits  of  his  majefty’s  dominions,  or  to 
eredt  forts  on  his  majefty’s  lands,  or  to  commit  any 
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other  aft  of  hoftility  •,  and  fhould  upon  a  reqtiifition 
made  to  them  to  defift  from  fuch  proceedings,  perfift 
in  them,  they  fhould  draw  forth  the  armed  force  of 
their  refpeftive  provinces,  and  ufe  their  beft  endea¬ 
vours  to  repel  force  by  force. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this  meffage,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Penfilvania  in  particular,  urged  the  affem- 
bly  of  that  province,  to  raife  the  neceffary  fums  for 
their  own  defence,  with  fo  much  warmth,  but  which, 
as  I  have  before  faid,  they  refufed  to  do  •,  although  an 
that  time  the  province  was  in  the  utmoft  danger. 

At  the  beginning  of  a  war,  every  tranfaftion  and 
affair,  which  at  another  time  would  be  reckoned  im¬ 
material,  is  of  great  importance  to  be  known.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  I  have,  and  fhall  continue  to 
be,  very  particular  in  giving  diflinft  accounts  of 
all  our  american  affairs  •,  as  this  war,  contrary  to 
all  others,  has  been  more  critical  and  important 
there,  than  any  where  elfe.  I  fhall  now  mention 
the  affairs  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  which  province  we 
find  the  french  committed  repeated  hoftilities  ;  and 
with  their  ufual  impudence  feized  all  that  part  of 
Nova  Scotia,  beyond  the  bay  of  Fundi,  from  the 
river  Chignefto,  to  that  of  St.  John,  making  the 
firft  the  limits  of  that  province.  Mr.  Cornwallis  was 
at  that  time  governor  of  it  •,  and  M.  de  la  Jonquiere 
commanded  in  chief  in  Canada,  who  openly  and  rea¬ 
dily  avowed  the  unjuft  proceedings  of  the  french. 
But  this  affair  will  be  much  clearer  laid  open  by  the 
following  memorial,  which  contains  a  recapitulation 
of  the  conduft  of  France  in  that  province  ;  ftating 
many  interefting  particulars  in  a  juft  and  clear  light. 
It  was  delivered  to  the  marquis  de  Puyfieulx  at  Paris, 
by  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  7th  of  june,  1750. 

“  The  underwritten  ambaffador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary,  from  his  majefty,  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  has  orders  from  the  king  his  mafter,  dated 
{danover,  the  26th  of  laft  month,  to  reprefent  to  the 
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Court  of  France,  how  much  he  is  furprized  at  hear¬ 
ing  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  french  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  M.  de  la 
Jonquiere,  who  has  readily  avowed  them. 

M.  Cornwallis,  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  informs 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  by  a  letter  dated  the  firft  of 
may  this  year,  that  the  french  have  taken  pofteffion 
of  all  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  beyond  the  bay  of 
Fundi,  from  the  river  Chignecfto  to  that  of  St.  John, 
making  the  firft  the  limits  of  that  province. 

They  -have  reduced  Beaubaffin  to  afhes,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river  the  inhabitants  with 
their  effects  ;  compelled  them  to  take  up  arms,  and 
formed  them  into  companies  ;  fo  that  the  fieur  La- 
come,  a  french  officer  has  at  that  place  under  his 
command,  a  body  of  2500  men,  made  up  of  regular 
troops,  Canadians  and  indians. 

The  fieur  de  Lacorne  and  father  Loutre,  a  french 
miffionary,  have  made  life  of  repeated  and  innu¬ 
merable  promifes  and  menaces,  in  order  to  per- 
i'uade  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  to  leave  the 
country. 

The  inhabitants  declare  openly  their  abhorrence  of 
theie  proceedings;  but  the*  fieurs  de  Lacorne  and 
Loutre,  threaten  them  with  a  general  maffacre  from 
the  indians,  if  they  remain  in  the  province.  They 
fupport  and  protefl  openly  the  indians,  our  declared 
enemies  ;  who  inlift  under  the  banners  of  France. 
They  detain  the  king’s  fubjeifts,  his  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  prifoners.  They  excite  the  king’s  french  fub- 
jefts  to  a  rebellion  ;  and  thofe  who  remain  loyal, 
they  threaten  with  deftrudlion.  They  fend  their  in- 
dian  fiaves  all  over  the  country,  where  they  are  guilty 
of  all  forts  of  outrages. 

They  have  fet  fire  to  the  towns  acknowledged  by 
themfelves,  to  appertain  to  his  majefty. 

Governor  Cornwallis  fent  the  fieur  Lawrence,  ma¬ 
jor  of  foot,  with  a  detachment  to  Chigne&o  ;  where 
he  arrived  the  20th  of  laft  april.  They  faw  the 
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french  fet  fire  to  the  town  of  Chignefto,  french  co¬ 
lours  planted  on  the  ditches  ;  and  the  fieur  de  la  Corns 
at  the  head  of  his  detachment,  braving  major  Law¬ 
rence  •,  and  declaring,  that  he  would  defend  to  the  laft, 
that  ground  as  belonging  to  France. 

The  fieur  de  la  Corne  having  fent  to  defire  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  fieur  Lawrence,  the  latter,  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  captains  of  foot,  w§nt  to  meet  him, 
and  demanded  by  whofe  orders  he  had  thus  come  into 
his  majefty’s  territories,  and  committed  luch  afts  of 
violence.  The  fieur  de  la  Corne  anfwered  ;  it  was  by 
thofe  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  who  had  alfo  com¬ 
manded  him  to  take  pofteflion  of  Chippodi,  John’s 
River,  Man-rem,  Cooke,  Pitcordiack,  and  of  all 
that  country,  as  far  as  the  river,  which  was  on  the 
the  right  hand  of  major  St.  Lawrence,  as  belonging 
to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  ;  or  at  leaft,  that  he  was 
to  keep  and  defend  it  as  fuch,  till  fuch  time  as  the 
limits  were  fettled  by  commiflaries  appointed  for  that 

gh  the  fieur  Lawrence  had  under  his  com¬ 
mand  a  detachment  of  regular  troops,  very  little  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  commanded  by  the  fieur  Lacorne,  he 
forbore  committing  any  hoftilities,  in  obedience  to  the 
king’s  orders  for  that  purpofe. 

The  king  cannot  perfuade  himfelf  that  thefe  a£ts 
of  violence  have  been  committed  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  court  of  France,  and  he  is  fo  fully  convinced 
of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty’s  equity,  and  his  defire 
to  maintain  a  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
crowns,  that  he  allures  himfelf  the  moft  chriftian 
king  will  readily  fhow  his  difapprobation  of  fuch 
conduct. 

Governor  Cornwallis  has  never  made,  nor  defigned 
to  make  any  fettlements  out  of  the  limits  of  the  pen- 
infula,  which  the  french  before  never  pretended  to  be¬ 
long  to  them  :  The  king  having  had  no  intention,  in 
forming  a  fettlement  in  his  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 


purpofe. 

Thou 


jd!  y,  or  to  take  forcible  pofieffion  of  a  country,  of* 
which  the  king  had  referred  the  right  of  propriety  to 
the  decifion  of  the  commiffaries  appointed  for  that 
pnrpofe ;  before  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  have  met 
in  order  to  proceed  to  the  fettling  of  the  limits. 

The  under  written  ambaffador  has  orders  to  de¬ 
mand,  that  the  condudt  of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  be 
difavowed  :  that  pofitive  orders  be  fent  him  immedi¬ 
ately  to  withdraw  his  troops,  and  the  indians  under 
his  authority  from  the  places  which  belong  to  Great- 

amends  be  made  for  the  adts  of  vio- 
ve  been  committed,  and  the  damage 
’s  fubjedls  have  fuffered  :  and  his  ma- 
zd  that  the  court  of  France  will  make 
to  give  the  underwritten  ambaffador 
f  the  orders,  which  will  be  fent  to 
7  Canada,  that  he  may  tranfmit  them 
Done  at  Compeigne  the  7th  of  july, 


Albemarle.*5 


this  memorial,  the  marquis  de  Puy- 
following  letter  to  the  earl  of  Albe- 
ompeigne,  july  23,  1750. 


iorial,  which  your  excellency  has 
rrning  the  complaints  of  M,  Corn- 
r  of  Arcadia,  are  contained  many 
ary  to  the  equity  of  his  majefty, 
of  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  and  that 
ind  to  be  fuch  as  they  are  repre- 
r  will  take  care  juftice  fhall  be  done 
majefty’s  fubjedls,  and  will  give  fuch 
will  prevent  the  rife  of  any  difpute  of 
tr  between  the  two  nations  *,  his  ma- 
oughly  perfuaded  his  britannic  ma- 
on  his  fide,  orders  to  *  the  fame 
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Give  me  leave,  fir,  to  tell  you  I  cannot  be  prevailed 
Upon  to  believe,  but  that  the  fadts  are  expofed  with 
too  much  exaggeration,  and  from  my  knowledge  of 
M.  de  la  Jonquiere’s  prudence,  and  the  inftructions 
which  he  has,  I  am  forry  M.  Cornwallis  has  not  ap¬ 
plied  for  redrefs,  before  he  had  made  complaints  to 
his  court.  I  fent  your  memorial,  as  foon  as  I  received 
it  to  M.  Rouille,  and  defired  he  would  take  the 
proper  fteps,  to  be  informed  in  a  fpeedy  and  precife 
manner,  of  what  has  paffed  at  Canada,  fo  as  I  may 
be  enabled  to  give  your  excellency  a  more  pofitive 
anfwer.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Signed,  Pcjysieulx. 

P.  S.  Might  not  M.  Cornwallis  have  attempted  to 
form  fettlements  on  the  places  that  are  in  dilpute,  or 
even  on  the  king's  territories  r” 

Soon  after  the  earl  of  Albemarle  received  this  letter, 
the  french  miniftry  gave  him  a  copy  of  a  letter  wrote 
from  M.  Rouille,  to  M.  de  la  Jonquiere  ;  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  forbear  committing  hoftilities  on 
the  fubjefts  of  England. 

But  Mr.  Cornwallis  had  not  force  enough  to  drive 
them  from  their  encroachments  •,  and  it  was  very 
plain  that  they  would  remain  in  them,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  remonftrances  and  memorials,  that  the  englifh 
ambaffador  might  make  at  Paris-  for  we  find  the 
french  made  no  motions  with  defign  to  quit  the 
country  they  had  feized  ;  till  they  were  drove  out  by 
the  New  England  troops  in  1755  ;  of  which  more 
hereafter.  But  before  I  take  my  leave  of  the  affairs 
of  this  province  for  the  prefent,  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
notice  of  a  memorial  delivered  at  Paris  to  my  lord 
Albemarle,  (as  a  further  anfwer  to  the  complaints 
of  England)  the  15th  of  feptember  this  year,  in 
which  they  deny  moft  of  thefacls  laid  to  their  charge  * 
and  fpeaking  of  the  limits  of  the  province  in  the  moft 
evafive  and  quibbling  manner. 
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To  return:  1  left  col.  Wafhington,  juft  defeated, 
returning  home  (after  having  been  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  difagreeable  terms  impofed  on  him;  and  he  ar¬ 
rived  fafe  at  Williamfburg,  after  a  -moft  tedious  and 
hazardous  march. 

As  yet  the  affairs  of  North  America  had  gone  on 
but  veiy  badly,  and  wore  a  difmal  countenances 
The  french  were  every  where  advancing,  and  al¬ 
ways  with  fuccefs  ;  our  frontiers  were  all  open  to  the 
enemy,  and  nothing  to  defend  them  ;  in  fuch  a  cala¬ 
mitous  condition,  iomething  nmll  be  done,  but  what 
to  determine  on,  was  difficult  to  know  :  our  colonies 
were,  fingly,  fo  weak,  that  a  jundtion  was  at  that 
time  ablolutely  neceffary,  and  accordingly  refolved 
on.  By  his  majefty’s  orders,  the  14th  of  june  was 
appointed  for  a  grand  congrefs  of  commiffaries  from 
the  feveral  provinces  to  be  held  at  Albany,  as  well  to 
treat  with  the  indians  of  the  fix  nations,  as  to  con¬ 
cert  a  fcheme  for  a  general  union  of  the  britifh  colo¬ 
nies.  Meffengers  had  been  difpatched  to  the  indian 
chiefs  to  requeft  their  attendance  ;  but  they  did  not 
arrive  till  the  latter  end  of  the  month  ;  and  the  Mo¬ 
hawks,  who  lived  but  40  miles  diftant,  came  in  laft. 
This  occafioned  various  fpeculations  •,  feme  imputed 
it  to  fear,  lead  the  french  in  their  abfence,  fliould 
fall  upon  their  countries.  But  the  molt  probable 
reafon  of  it  was  :  that  the  indians  imagined,  that  by 
exciting  our  jealoufy  of  their  wavering  difpofition,  at 
fo  critical  a  juncture,  the  more  liberal  would  be  the 
prefents  made  them  by  the  ieveral  governments.  But 
they  arrived  at  lalt,  though  in  finaller  numbers  than 
was  expedted,  or  had  been  ufual  on  thofe  occafions  : 
though  they  had  been  very  well  pleated  with  the  pre¬ 
fents  made  them,  which  were  much  more  confider- 
able  than  had  been  ever  known  :  in  their  fpeech  to 
Mr.  de  Lancey,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
York,  they  [poke  with  great  vehemence,  and  very  fe- 
verely  upon  our  negligent  and  indolent  behaviour ; 
extolling  the  better  condudt  o t  the  french  in  fortify¬ 
ing 
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?ng  and  maintaining  their  garrifons.  And  recriminated 
upon  us  the  defertion  of  our  fort  at  Saraghtoga  the 
]aft  war  3  lamented,  the  defencelefs  condition,  of  our 
frontier  city  of  Albany  ;  and  earneftly  exhorted  us 
for  the  future  to  defend  ourfelves  with  more  fpirit. 
The  indians  being  difmiffed,  the  conferences  were 
continued  till  the  nth  of  July  :  the  commiffioners 
being,  both  for  abilities  and  fortune,  feme  of  the 
moft  confiderable  men  in  North  America  :  in  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  debates,  a  plan  was  concerted  for  a 
general  union  of  the  britifh  colonies,  and  creating  a 
common  fund  to  defray  all  military  expences  ;  and  a 
reprefentation  of  their  prefent  ftate  drawn  up  3  which 
was  agreed  to  be  laid  before  fhe  king’s  minifters. 
But  this  fcheme  was  never  put  in  execution. 

During  the  fitting  of  the  congrefs  at  Albany,  Mr. 
Shirley,  governor  of  Maffachufet’s  Bay  *  a  gentle¬ 
man,  of  whom  I  fhall  have  much  to  fay  in  the  fe- 
quel  3  propofed  to  the  affembly  of  that  province  the 
building  a  ftrong  fort  near  the  head  of  the  river  Ken- 
nebeck,  in  order  to  protedl  the  province  from  the 
incurfions  of  the  french,  and  the  indians  3  which  the 
affembly  agreed  to  3  and  provided  pay  and  fubfiftence 
for  800  men,  to  be  raifed  on  that  account.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  in  the  fummer,  Mr.  Shirley  proceeded  to 
the  ealtern  parts  of  the  province,  with  the  troops 
raifed  for  that  purpofe  3  and  with  the  confent  of  the 
indians,  built  fort  Weftern  and  fort  Halifax  upon 
the  river  Kenebeck,  the  former  about  37  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  it  3  and  the  other,  about  54. 
Of  this  fervice,  Mr.  Shirley  tranfinitted  an  account 
to  England,  and  at  the  fame  time  represented  the 
imminent  danger,  which  he  apprehended  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  province  of  Nova-Scotia  was  expofed  to  from 
the  fortifications,  and  other  encroachments  of  the 
french  upon  the  iftmus,  and  the  peninfula  there,  and 
St.  John’s  river  in  the  bay  of  Fundi 3  as  alfo,  from 
the  fudden  attacks,  which  might  be  formed  againit  it 
from  St.  John’s  ifland,  Louilburg  and  Quebec.  In 
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anfwer  to  which  Mr.  Shirley  received  a  letter  front 
fir  1  homas  Robinfon,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal 
fecretaries  of  Hate,  containing  his  majefty’s  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  fervice  upon  the  river  Kennebeck,  with 
orders  to  communicate  it  to  the  affembly.  And  foon 
atter  Mr.  Shirley  received  his  majefty’s  commands, 
to  concert  meafures,  •  with  Mr.  Lawrence,  lieutenant 
governor,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia,  for  attacking  the  french  forts  in  that 
province.  Accordingly,  by  his  majefty’s  commands, 
Mr.  Shirley  raifed  2000  new  england  men,  and  re¬ 
ceived  2000  ftands  of  fmall  arms  from  England; 
with  which  force  he  marched,  in  conjunction  with  Mr, 
Lawrence  (with  the  troops  under  his  command  which 
were  in  Nova  Scotia)  attacked,  and  reduced  the  french 
forts  at  Beaufejour,  and  atGafpereau,  near  Bay  Verte, 
•making  the  garrifons  prifoners  :  and  in  a  fhort  time 
after,  upon  two  of  his  majefty’s  ftiips  of  war  appear¬ 
ing  before  the  french  fort,  fituated  on  the  river  of  St.1 
John’s,  about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  it,  the 
garrifon  there  burft  their  cannon,  demolifhed  their 
works  as  much  as  they  could,  evacuated  the  fort,  and 
retired  up  the  river,  to  their  other  fettlements  upon  it. 
By  reafon  of  the  time  that  was  necefiary  to  prepare 
for  this  expedition,  the  fervice  was  not  executed  till 
the  1 9th  of  june,  ^755* 

The  remainder  of  the  year  1754  was  fpent  prin¬ 
cipally  in  repeated  reprefentations  to  the  miniftry  in 
England,  laying  before  them  the  bad  ftate  of  the 
colonies  ;  together  with  feveral  fchemes  for  their 
general  union  ;  affuring  them,  that  if  fpeedy  and 
powerful  affiftance  was  not  adminiftered,  the  colonies 
in  America  would  inevitably  fall  a  prey  to  the  am¬ 
bitious  defigns  of  the  court  of  France. 

In  this  manner  ended  the  year  1754.  As  yet  both 
courts  continued  to  give  the  moft  folcmn  affurances 
of  maintaining  the  peace  between  the  two  nations  in¬ 
violably  ;  when  at  the  fame  time  an  open  and  bloody 
war  was  carrying  on  between  them  in  America.  It 

was 
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was  very  palpable,  that  the  pretended  peace  (which  in 
fad  had  not  a  being)  would  not  lad  long,  but  that 
the  war  would  foon  fpread  into  Europe.  In  Ame¬ 
rica  there  happened  no  affair  of  great  confequence  ; 
but,  as  in  the  beginning  of  a  war  every  thing  is  of 
ibme  confequence,  becaufe  it  is  at  the  breaking  out 
of  one,  I  have  been  obliged  to  purfue  the  thread  of 
affairs  in  America  ftep  by  ftep,  and  to  give  the  mod 
particular  accounts  of,  even  fome  matters7  which  at 
firft  fight  the  reader  will  imagine  but  of  little  mo¬ 
ment,  which  he  will  find  by  the  fequel,  were  of  im¬ 
portance  enough  to  have  a  place  in  hiftory,  as  they 
tend  very  much  to  the  clearer  underftancling  of  what 
follows.  This  was  the  firft  war,  in  which  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  may  be  faid  to  have  engaged  purely  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  her  american  colonies  ;  they  certainly  well 
deferve  all  the  expence,  pains,  and  care  that  their  mo¬ 
ther  country  can  take  of  them.  Since  fine  will,  in  the 
end,  be  repaid  with  an  hundred  fold  for  whatever  fhe 
can  expend  in  their  defence.  Although  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  finds,  that  its  very  being  as  a  nation,  depends 
upon  her  colonies,  (till  we  fee  for  at  lead  we  have 
good  reafon  to  think  fo)  that  the  french  know  the 
value  of  them  much  better  than  us.  They  make 
(comparatively  fpeaking)  more  of  Canada,  which  is 
a  mere  barren  rock,  in  comparifon  with  our  colonies, 
than  we  do  of  all  our  noble  fettlements  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica.  Nor  can  we  here  confider  their  fituation  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1754,  without  being  adonifhed  at 
the  negligent  remiffnefs  of  the  englifh  minidry,  to 
fuffer  thefe  valuable  territories,  which  make  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  part  of  his  majedy’s  dominions,  to  remain 
in  fo  open  and  defencelefs  a  condition.  They  may  fay 
in  judification  of  themfelves,  that  the  colonies  have 
drength  enough  to  defend  themfelves  :  but  then  they 
ought  to  remember,  that,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 
make  ufe  of  the  drength  they  have,  fince  every  one 
knows,  that  while  they  all  continue  in  feperate  pro¬ 
vinces,  without  any  connexion*  with  one  another, 

C  2  *  they 


(  20  ) 

fhey  may  eafily  rail  a  prey  to  the  combined  and  more 
formidable  ftrength  of  the  french  and  their  indians. 
Is  it  not  iurprifing,  that,  while  the  french  were  ad¬ 
vancing  on  all  fides,  alter  they  bad  defeated  the 
troops  under  Wafhington  ;  and  feized  all  that  valu¬ 
able  trad  of  country,  fituated  on  the  Ohio  and  its 
branches  ;  and  were  continually  receiving  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  old  France  ;  after  all  this,  it  is  not,  I  fay, 
a  mark  of  the  utmoPc  negligence,  treachery  or  ftupi- 

dity  in  the  e - h  m- - y,  never  yet  to  fend  any 

troops  or  forces  to  America,  to  defend  his  majefty’s 
rights  againft  the  unjuft  ufurpations  and  invafions  of 
the  french  ? 

We  find  that  the  french  began  the  new  year  in 
America,  with  their  ufual  diligence  and  adivity  5 
and  having  the  advantage  of  great  reinforcements 
from  old  France  early  in  the  year  *  ;  bid  very  fair 

for 

*  Extra#  of  a  letter,  dated  Philadelphia,  jan.  2,  1755. 

“  Sir, 

Since  my  lad,  we  have  five  days  ago  received  certain  intelli¬ 
gence,  that  a  body  of  nigh  6000  men,  of  the  bell  troops  of  France, 
feleCled  and  fent  over  upon  this  particular  fervice,  are  juft  arrived 
at  the  lower  fort  on  the  Ohio,  and  are  employed,  even  in  this  ri¬ 
gorous  feafon,  in  fortifying  that  country.  In  feptember  lad,  the 
french  men  of  war  that  brought  them  over,  were  feen  not  far  from 
the  entrance  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  into  which,  we  are  now 
certain  they  all  went,  and  landed  at  Quebec.  After  a  fhortday  in 
that  city,  they  were  feen  by  our  indian  traders  palling  the  lakes 
Ofwego  and  Erie,  in  a  prodigious  number  of  battoes,  of  which 
the  feveral  governors  received  notice,  though  we  did  not  then  con¬ 
jecture  that  it  was  an  armament  from  old  France  ;  till  now  that  we 
are  too  certain  of  it. 

Notwithdanding  this,  our  aflembly  continues  as  obdinate  as  ever  ; 
nor  have  we  as  yet  any  probability  of  their  giving  any  money  for 
our  defence,  although  we  hear  they  are  to  adjourn  in  two  days.  The 
governor  has  befeeched  them  to  confider  the  defencelefs  date  of  the 
province,  and  edablifh  a  regular  militia,  but  in  vain.  He  alfo  ob¬ 
serves,  that  the  aftivity  of  the  french  at  this  rigorous  feafon  can¬ 
not  but  convince  the  world,  that  they  have  formed  fotne  grand  de- 
fign  with  regard  to  this  continent,  and  that  they  have  made  their 
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for  pufhing  our  colonies  much  further,  efpecially  as 
they  had  not  a  fingle  regiment  from  Europe  to  defend 
them ;  and  their  enemies  were  continually  receiving 
fupplies ;  which  together  with  their  advantageous 
fituation  for  a  war,  having  little  or  no  frontier  to 
defend,  made  them  much  more  than  a  match  for  the 
englifh  colonies,  who  have  fuch  an  immenfe  one, 
without  any  thing  to  defend  it  with.  Thus  we  find 
the  french  advanced  with  fuch  hafty  ftrides,  that  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  their  camp  and  forts  upon 
the  Ohio,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  were  not  more  than 
225  miles,  horizontal  diftance,  from  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  only  about  two  days  march  from  fome 
of  our  back  fettlements. 

At  laft  we  find  that  a  general  was  appointed  to 
command  in  America  *,  his  majefty  conflituted  ge¬ 
neral  Braddock  generaliffimo  of  all  the  troops  which 
were  in,  or  fhould  be  fent  to  America  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  this  general  arrived  in  Virginia  in  february ; 
and  as  foon,  as  he  poffibly  could,  fent  expreffes 
to  the  feveral  governors  to  meet  him,  in  order  to 
have  a  confultation  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  approach¬ 
ing  campaign.  This  convention,  by  appointment  of 
the  general,  was  held  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia.  Af¬ 
ter  much  debating  it  wras  agreed,  that  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Ofwego,  and  reduction  of  Niagara,  Shir¬ 
ley’s  and  Pepperel’s  regiments  fhould  proceed  to  lake 
Ontario  *,  on  which  lake,  one  or  more  armed  vefTels 
of  about  60  ton  each  fhould  be  built,  to  command 
it.  This  part  of  the  fervice  was  committed  to  Mr. 
Shirley's  care  ;  while  general  Braddock  attacked 

firft  attack  upon  Penfilvania,  as  being  in  the  center,  and  being  not 
only  the  molt  plentiful,  but  the  moil  defencelefs  and  unwieldy  of 
all  his  majelty’s  colonies.  Having  once  got  footing  here,  they  will 
ilfue  forth  upon  the  other  colonies  on  either  fide  ;  and  as  they  have 
fuch  a  large  body  already  in  the  field,  we  apprehend  it  is  their  de~ 
fign,  early  in  the  fpring,  to  fortify  the  paffes  in  the  mountains  ;  and 
if  they  accomplifh this,  andean  find  provifions,  they  will  be  able  to 
Itand  againft  three  times  their  numbers.’’ 
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iort  du  Queine  ;  and  the  provincial  troops,  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Johnfon,  marched  to  inveft  Crown 
Point.  '  - 

Purfuant  to  thefe  refolutions,  general  Braddock,  at 
the  head  of  2200  men,  began  his  march  againft  fort 
du  Quefne,  and  arrived  at  fort  Cumberland  in  his 
way  thither,  the  10th  of  may;  from  thence  to  fort 
du  Quefne  is  not  leis  than  140  miles  :  Mr.  Braddock 
began  his  march  from  the  former  on  the  lothof  june  ; 
leaving  the  garrifon  under  the  command  of  col.  Innes. 
trom  the  time  the  general  marched  from  fort  Cum¬ 
berland,  we  may  begin  to  date  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
expedition,  which  proceeded  from  a  thoufand  diffe¬ 
rent  reafons,  which  it  is  now  my  bufinefs  to  fhow. 

Innumerable  were  the  difficulties  he  had  to  fur- 
mount,  in  a  country  rugged,  pathlefs,  and  unknown, 
a-crofs  the  allegheney  mountains,  through  unfrequent¬ 
ed  woods,  and  dangerous  defiles  ;  but  thefe  dangers 
were  doubly  encreafed,  by  the  difappointments  which 
the  general  met  with  in  almoft  every  thing  he  had  to 
clo  with,  the  provinces.  We  find  he  complains  very 
much  of  this  in  his  letters  to  the  miniftry  in  Eng¬ 
land,  efpecially  in  one,  wherein  he  particularizes  all 
that  had  been  promifed  him  ;  amongft  wrhich  was  the 
quarter-mafter-general,  who  affured  him  that  he  might 
depend  on  2500  horfes,  and  200  waggons  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Maryland  ;  or  which  he  only  received  20  ' 
waggons  and  200  horfes.  In  like  manner  did  all  his 
expectations  come  to  little,  merely  through  the  difaf- 
feCtion  and  negligence  of  all  the  perfons  with  whom 
he  had  any  dealings.  We  may  conceive  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  Mr.  Braddock  met  with  in  this  terrible 
march,  when  we  confider  that  he  was  obliged  (to  ufe 
his  own  expreffionsj  to  be  continually  employed  in 
making  a  road,  as  he  proceeded  with  infinite  labour 
a-crofs  mountains  and  rocks  of  an  exceffive  heighth, 
'which  are  fteep,  and  divided  by  torrents  and  rivers. 
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In  fpight  of  all  thefe  difficulties,  general  Braddock 
was  obliged  to  let  forward,  on  his  march  againft  fort 
du  Quefne,  which  he  did,  as  I  have  faid,  on  the  ioth 
of  june,  with  his  little  army  in  two  divifions  :  at  the 
head  of  the  firft,  confifting  of  1400  men,  was  the 
general  hirafelf,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  am  mu** 
nition  and  artillery  :  the  fecond,  with  the  provifions, 
ftores,  and  heavy  baggage,  was  led  by  col.  Dunbar, 
(a  man  of  great  prudence  and  military  judgment) 
with  about  800  men,  with  oroers  to  follow  the  gene¬ 
ral  as  faft  as  the  fervice  would  admit.  The  general 
having  by  this  means  leffened  his  line  ot  march,  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  great  expedition,  in  hopes  of  being  able 
to  attack  the  enemy  before  they  were  joined  by  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  500  regular  troops  *,  infomuch  that  he  left 
the  rear  near  forty  miles  behind*  On  the  8th  ofjuly 
he  encamped  within  10  miles  of  fort  du  Quefne  ; 
and  on  the  pth,  in  his  march  through  the  woods  to¬ 
wards  that  fort,  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  french 
and  indians  *,  the  former  in  the  front,  and  the  latter 
on  each  fide,  in  ambufcade,  which  began  with  a  quick 
and  heavy  fire  upon  the  vanguard,  under  lieut.  col, 
Gage,  from  the  indians.  Immediately  the  main  body, 
in  good  order  and  high  fpirits,  advanced  to  fuftain 
them.  Orders  wrere  then  given  to  halt  and  form  into 
battalia.  At  this  jundture,  the  van  falling  back  upon 
them  in  great  confufion,  a  general  pannic  feized  the 
whole  body  of  the  foldiery,  and  all  attempts  to  rally 
them  proved  utterly  ineffectual ;  but  being  rallied  by 
their  officers,  with  much  difficulty  they  gave  one  file  :• 
and  even  after  they  had  fell  back  on  the  main  body, 
they  were  with  unfpeakable  difficulty  once  moie  1  al¬ 
lied  by  their  officers,  and  flood  one  fire  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  then  without  returning  fit,  both  regiments 
fled  with  the  utmoft  terror  and  precipitation,  defei  ting 
their  officers  •,  all  of  whom,  and  the  general,  exerted 
their  utmoft  activity  to  relieve  the  troops  from  their 
univerfal  furprife  and  diforder  :  but  they  were  equally 
deaf  to  intreaties  and  commands.  During  this  Icene 
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of  confufion,  they  expended  their  ammunition  in 
the  wildelr,  and  in  oft  unmeaning  fire.  Some  dif- 
charging  their  pieces  on  our  parties,  who  were  ad¬ 
vanced  from  the  main  body  for  the  recovery  of  the 
cannon.  After  three  hours  fpent  in  this  melancholy 
iituation,  enduring  a  terrible  Daughter  from  (it  may 
be  laid)  an  invifible  loe,  orders  were  given  to  found 
a  retreat,  that  the  men  might  be  brought  to  cover  the 
waggon.,  .  ^  thefe  they  furrounded  but  a  ftiort  ipace 
Ox  time  ♦,  for  the  enemy’s  fire  being  again  warmly  re¬ 
newed  from  the  front  and  left  flank,  the  whole  army 
took  to  immediate  flight ;  leaving  behind  them  all  the 
artillery,  provifions,  ammunition,  baggage,  military 
cheft,  together  with  the  general’s  cabinet,  containing 
his  inftruciions,  and  other  papers  of  confequenceC 
So  great  was  the  confternation  of  the  foldiers,  that 
it  was  impoftible  to  flop  their  career,  flying  with  the 
iitmoft  precipitation  three  miles  from  the  field  of  ac¬ 
tion  ;  where  only  one  hundred  men  began  to  make  a 
more  orderly  retreat. 

V/'hat  the  real  ftrength  of  the  enemy  was,  is  to  this 
day  uncertain  \  but  it  has  been  very  confidently  re¬ 
ported,  that  they  had  upwards  of  2000  regular  forces, 
including  the  Canadian  militia,  which  in  that  country 
is  equal  in  ufefulnefs  to  the  regular  troops  from  old 
France  •,  befides  confiderable  numbers  of  indians,  who 
were  planted  in  ambufeade,  and  from  whom  our  men 
fuffered  bv  far  the  mod.  On  our  fide  the  lofs  was 
very  great ;  but  more  particularly  fo,  in  the  death  of 
feveral  officers  of  great  merit,  who  facrificed  their 
lives  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  with  Angular 
and  heroic  bravery.  I  he  general,  after  having  five 
horfes  fhot  under  him,  received  a  wound  in  his  lun^s 
through  his  right  arm,  of  which  he  died  in  four  days. 
His  fecretary,  cldeft  fon  of  major  general  Shirley,  a 

*  The  french  fometime  after  publifhed  a  large  memorial,  con¬ 
taining  the  conduct  of  the  britifh  miniflry  ;  and  as  vouchers  to  the 
fads  advanced  in  the  memorial,  they  publifhed  all  the  papers 
which  they  found  in  Mr.  Braddock’s  cabinet. 

gentleman 
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gentleman  of  a  very  good  character,  was  killed  on 
the  foot,  by  a  foot  through  his  head.  Sir  Peter  Hal- 
ket  colonel  of  the  44th  regiment,  was  killed,  with 
feveral  other  officers  of  diftindion.  Mr.  Orme,  capt. 
Morris,  both  aid-de-camps,  were  wounded  ;  as  was 
lieut.  col.  Gage  and  Burton  •,  befides  many  other  offi- 
cers  both  killed  and  wounded,  who,  if  it  had  pleajed 
God  to  have  fpared  their  lives,  would  in  all  piobabi- 
lity  hereafter  have  been  ufeful  ornaments  to  their 

To  what  caufes  this  unhappy  defeat  is  to  be  afcribed, 
has  been  matter  of  much  inquiry,  and  animated  ma¬ 
ny  debates.  Some  of  the  officers  charged  the  defeat 
to  the  cowardice  of  the  men  ;  but  in  a  reprefentation 
they  made  to  Mr.  Shirley,  by  order  of  the  crown,  they 
in  fome  meafure  apologize  for  their  behaviour ;  al- 
ledffino-,  that  they  were  harraffied  by  duties  unequal  to 
then  numbers,  and  difpirited  through  want  of  provi- 
fions :  that  time  was  not  allowed  them  to  drefs  their 
food  :  that  their  water  (the  only  liquor  they  had)  was 
both  fcarce  and  of  a  bad  quality  :  in  fine,  that  the 
provincials  had  difheartened  them,  by  lepeated  fug- 
geftions  of  their  fears  of  a  defeat,  fhould  they  be 
'attacked  by  indians  -,  in  which  cafe  the  european 
method  of  fighting  would  be  entirely  unavailing. 
Thefe  were  fome  of  the  many  mutual  complaints  on 
both  fides  ;  but  there  were  lome  partial  and  ill-de- 
figning  perfons,  who,  contrary  to  the  general  know¬ 
ledge  and  opinion  of  all  that  were  in  the  lead  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  general’s  conduct  *,  laid  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  day  to  his  door  •,  but  when  we  come  to, 
confider  well  the  difficulties  he  met  with,  together 
with  the  pofitivenefs  of  his  orders,  it  will  clearly  ap¬ 
pear,  that  very  little  of  Mr.  Braddock’s  conduit  was 
through  his  own  choice,  but  actual  neceffity.  JVIany 
inconfiderate  people  have  attacked  the  geneial  s  mi¬ 
litary  capacity,  alledging  that  the  lois  of  the  battle 
was  owing  to  his  raffinefs  *,  but  I  have  been  afluied 
by  feveral  creditable  gentlemen,  who  were  eye-wit- 


neftes  of  Mr.  Braddock’s  aftions  that  day  that  h^rPri 

“°d  : '"7,Trably  we"  in  eveT  which  he  ive 

anc  m  all  his  management  of  the  march  ovef  the 

rnuM  "mi?  ^  moment  he  was  killed,  no  man 
d,p0lIi^  fliew  greater  military  fkilj,  0r  even 
ie  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  fervice  on  which 

againft  him  fo^Fnfoa0 f  ^  Clam0Urs  that  were  raifed 
^  it  was  no  more  than  would 

ays  attend  a  general  who  commanded  in  North 

America,  that  was  attended  with  ill  fucceis  bv  rea- 

jon  of  the  predominancy  of  the  fpirit  of  mrf-v  ^  u-  u 

brmweS  ttr°Ugh0UC  a11  the  engiu'h  colonies  more  ‘ff 
poffible,  than  in  their  mother  country.  ’  'f 

nem"  foe ^  °f  ?is  brave  thou8h  unfortunate ge- 

ral  the  command  of  the  troops  devolved  on  col 
Dunbar,  who  commanded  the  rear  party,  feveral 
miles  fhort  of  the  place  of  aftion.  When  the  routed 
troops  joined  Dunbar’s  men,  the  terror  diffbfed  itfelf 
ough  the  whole  army.  In  this  fcene  of  dreadful 
confufion,  the  commander  nor  any  of  his  officers 

Wtfl  of  t0  °r  rrgarded  5  inf°™ch’ th«  the  nren 

leaiful  of  an  unpurfuing  enemy,  had  wafted  all  their 
ammunition,  and  fo  much  of  their  provifion,  for  a  J 
celeratmg  their  flight,  that  Mr.  Dunbar  was  obliged 
to  fend  for  30  horle  loads  of  the  latter,  before  he 
reached  fort  Cumberland  :  where  he  arrived  in  ? 

troops  ^  WUh  the  lbattered  remains  of  the  englilfl 

In  this  melancholy  manner  ended  fo  important  an 
expedition.  I  his  defeat  had  the  worft  confequences 
imaginable  ;  as  it  gave  fo  much  fpirit  and  alacrity  to 
ur  enemies  afterwards  ;  and  went  a  great  way  in 
keeping  the  Indians  firm  to  their  new  allies  :  fo  on 
the  contrary,  we  buffered  by  the  battle,  as  much  as 
tne  enemy  gained  ;  from  that  time,  the  indians  in  our 
intereft,  defpjfed  us  as  not  able  even  to  proteft  our 
fe  ves,  and  much  lefs  them  5  and  that  in  a  country 
where  we  were  fo  much  more  numerous  than  the 

french. 


(  2?  ) 

french.  But  the  indians  were  not  the  only  people  ter¬ 
rified  by  Mr.  Braddock’s  defeat ;  an  univerfal  pannic 
feized  on  all  our  colonies,  out  of  which  they  did  not 
foon  recover,  and  which  confequently  mufthave  been 
of  the  crreateft  differvice  to  our  caufe.  Many  perfons 
in  England  have  taken  great  p^ins  to  find  out  by 
whofe  ill  conduft  this  battle  was  loft.  But  with  a 
very  little  refleftion  it  will  appear  plain,  that  no  fingle 
perfon  was  the  reafon  of  it  •,  but  a  chain  of  a  thoufand 
different  accidents,  and  blunders  in  the  numfters  who 
planned  the  expedition,  and  the  difaffedtion  of  the 
provincials  to  the  fervice.  I  he  capital  miftake  of  all, 
was  the  landing  the  troops  at  firft  in  Virginia,  whereas 
they  ouaht  certainly  to  have  been  landed  in  1  enlil- 
vania  ;  for  Mr.  Braddock  could  get  neither  provisions 
nor  carriages  in  Virginia,  both  of  which  he  might 
have  had  in  great  plenty  in  Penfilvama  ;  and  what  was 
as  material,  the  ihortnefsof  the  rout  to  fort  du  Quclne, 
by  way  of  Penfilvania,  which  would  have  Ihortened 
their  march  at  leaft  fix  weeks,  and  might  have  been 
performed  with  half  the  fatigue  and  expence  of  that, 
by  way  of  Virginia.  But  in  every  fcheme  which  was 
planned  by  the  then  miniftry  in  England,  we  find  fo 
much  fhprt- lighted nefs  and  luch  manifeft  weaknels, 
that  we  cannot1  at  all  wonder  at  the  ill  fuccefs  which 

attended  their  adminiftration. 

Let  me  afk  any  impartial  perfon,  in  what  manner 

he  thinks  the  affairs  of  England  could  be  earned 
on,  when  one  minifter  had  the  lupreme  du  ection  of  the 
cabinet,  and  when  that  minifter’s  only  pretenfions  for 
the  hBh  employments  he  pofleffed,  was  a  parliamen¬ 
tary  intereft  ;  without  being  acquainted  with  the  tiue 
interefts  of  the  nation  he  governed,  or  poffefiing  abi« 
lities  to  promote  them. 


C  B  A  P. 
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CHAP.  n. 

•Affairs  in  Europe.  Preparations  for  war.  Kin  At  me!' 
Jage  to  the  parliament  AddrrfTet  C  '  4  mef 

kino-  one  milli*  ’  ^adreJUes-  Commons  grant  the 

merit  ZoloZl  °n“CC0UnL  K^s  fP*cb.  Parlia- . 

, LtJ  t t' ■ fas f°r  Frm“-  **  S 

tnfbif'Jff  ft  C*‘  mi  R$,a-  »4“ 

// the  miniflry.  RejleEhons.  * 

AT  the  beginning  of  the  year  1754,  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  Europe  was  much  different  from  what 

carrieVo  01 5  ^  War  in  realit7  was  *  much 

earned  on  as  ever  it  was  afterwards;  but  in  Europe 
peace  was  avowed  between  the  two  nations  ;  and 

whlIe  ^otI^  kingdoms  thought  of  preparing  for  that 
war,  which  moil  able  men  faw  was  nigh,  foil  the 
mini  Hers  of'each  protefted  to  each  other,  that  war 
was  the  furtheft  from  their  thoughts  ;  which  alfuran- 
ces,  on  the  part  of  England,  I  believe  were  extremely 
true,’  for  thougb  the  proceedings  of  the  french,  even 
at  that  time,  ought  to  have  roufed  the  britifh  mini- 
nutry  to  refent  it  in  the  moft  enforfive  manner  -  vet  ' 
they  knew  very  well,  that  to  keep  themfelves  in  the 
power  they  enjoyed,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  nation 
mould  not  be  led  into  a  war  with  France  ;  for  then 
(as  always  was  the  cafe)  the  miniflry  in  England  muft 
comcquently  fall  in  pieces. 

In  purluance  of  fuch  a  plan,  we  find  them  prac¬ 
ticing  the  loweft  arts,  and  putting  up  with  the  great- 
eft  injuries,  fooner  than  refent  in  a  juft  and  rigor¬ 
ous  manner,  the  wrongs  their  country  had  received 
1  he  french  took  notice  of  this  defpicable  behaviour* 
and  refolved  to  turn  it  to  their  good  :  infbmuch,  that 
no  fooner  did  they  find  who  they  had  to  deal  with,  but 
they  continued  their  encroachments  in  America  with 

double 
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double  diligence.  At  laft,  however,  thefe  peaceable 
minifters  were  obliged,  whether  they  would  or  no,  to 
fee  the  preparations  that  were  making  in  all  the  ports 
of  France,  which  they  could  not  poffibly  do,  with¬ 
out  being  alarmed  •,  they  asufual,  applied  to  thefiench 
ambaflador  at  London  ;  but  his  aniwers  to  their  ap¬ 
plications  being  too  frivolous  and  quibbling,  to  be 
depended  upon  •,  they  were  obliged  for  fafety  lake  to 
arm,  in  their  own  defence.  This  meafure,  though 
too  late,  was  certainly  right,  and  might  have  been 
more  effedtual,  had  it  been  made  ufe  of  earlier. 

At  this  time,  the  duke  de  Mirepoix  was  employ¬ 
ing  all  his  abilities,  to  prevent  the  juft  refentment  of 
Great  Britain  againft  his  nation,  for  the  hoftilities 
committed  by  the  french  in  Tvorth  America  ;  with  the 
moft  religious  affurances  that  his  court  was  fincere- 
]y  inclined  to  adjuft  finally  and  expeditioufty  all 
difputes  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns  in  the  new 

world  *.  ' 

By  fome  trifling  preparations  which  they  made  at 

Calais,  Dunkirk,  &c.  they  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
us,  that  they  intended  an  invafion  of  England  ;  but 
I  think  nothing  in  the  wond  can  be  plainei,  than 
that  the  french  at  that  time  had  as  much  thoughts  of 
of  invading  the  moon,  as  ever  they  had  of  invading 
England.  The  nation  was  greatly  alarmed  *,  and 
twenty  fifhing  boats  on  the  coalt  with  a  camp  in  a 
maritime  province  of  France,  we  found  fuflicient  to 
afrrighten  us  into  an  immenfe  expence  to  guard  againft 
that  danger  which  never  was  to  come. 

On  the  25th  of  march,  his  majefty  fent  a  mef- 
fase  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  which  he 
obferves,  That  the  prefect  fituation  of  affairs 

t 

*  Vide  the  memorial  which  the  french  ambaflador  delivered^  to 
the  britifli  miniftry,  the  5th  of  january,  and  the  anfwer  to  it.  1  his 
and  many  other  curious  pieces  which  I  have  quoted,  are  to  be  feen 
in  the  memorial  publifhed  by  the  court  of  France,  under  the  title  ot 
**  The  conduct  of  the  englifh  unniftry.,> 

having 
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bvlba  andt  :\neCefffy  forIhim  t0  augment  his  forces 
J  l.  ,  n  anc  ;  and  to  take  fuch  other  meafures,  as 
„  °  U  bed  tend  to  preferve  the  general  peace  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  fecure  the  juft  rights  and  poffeffions  of 
his  crown  in  America  ;  as  well  as  to  repel  any  at¬ 
tempts  whatfoever  that  may  be  made  to  fuppoit  or 
countenance  any  defigns  which  may  be  formed  againft 
his  majefty  and  his  kingdoms;  his  majefty  did  not 
doubt  ot  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  that  houfe 
m  making  fuch  augmentations,  &c.  as  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  the  true  intereft  of  his  people,  and  the 
lecunty  or  his  dominions  might  require,  in  the  pre- 
lent  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs. 

In  anfwer  to  this  meffage,  the  lords  and  commons 
both  prefented  moft  loyal,  dutiful  and  affeeftionate  ad- 
drelles  to  his  majefty. 

.  But ■  what  was  of  more  confequence,  was  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution,  which  palled  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  26th,  in  confequence  of  the  above  meflage  and 
a  relies  . .  i  hat  the  lUm  of  one  million  be  granted 
to  iis  majefty  upon  account,  towards  augmenting- 
the  forces  by  fea  and  land  ;  and  taking  fuch  meafures 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  majefty’s  dominions,  as  may 
be  necefiary  in  the  prefent  conjuncture.” 

No  other  material  bufinefs  was  tranfaefted  this  fef- 
uon.  On  the  25th  of  april  his  majefty  came  to  the 
houfe,  and  having  given  his  confent  to  fuch  bills  as 
were  ready ;  he  made  a  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houfes; 
after  which,  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his  majefty’s 

command,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  27th 'of 
may. 

In  this  manner  ended  this  feftion  of  parliament ; 
in  my  account  of  it  I  have  been  as  brief  as  poflible  • 
and  indeed  I  lhould  have  omitted  faying  any  thing 
of  it,  but  I  could  not  with  propriety  have  made  fuch 
omiftion,  as  it  had  a  manifeft  connection  with  the  war. 
for  the  future  I  defign  to  give  no  further  account  of 
the  affairs  of  the  parliament  of  England,  than  ha$ 

■  any 
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any  material  connexion  with  the  military  part  of  this 
hiftory.  In  the  feffion,  of  which  I  have  juft  fpoke, 
we  find  much  unanimity  and  fteadinefs  in  following 
his  majefty’s  will  •,  and  the  grant  of  one  million  on 
account,  fhows  that  the  commons  had  a  very  good 
opinion  of  his  majefty’s  defigns  and  meafures  (at  this 
time)  in  repelling  the  encroachments  that  were  mak¬ 
ing  in  his  dominions.  It  was  very  remarkable  in  this 
feffion,  to  fee  the  loyalty  and  affection  of  thofe  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  houfe,  from  whom  no  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  fidelity  was  expe&ed  *  more  particularly  at  this 

time. 

His  majefty  having  formed  a  defign  of  vifiting  his 
german  dominions  this  year,  fet  out  from  St.  James’s 
on  the  28th  of  april,  about  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  :  he  went  over  Weftminfter  bridge  in  a  poll  chaife, 
through  St.  George’s  fields,  over  London  bridge,  and 
proceeded  for  Harwich,  where  he  embarked  •,  and  in 
a  little  time  landed  fafe  at  Helvoetfiuys  in  Holland, 
in  his  way  to  Hanover.  Before  his  majefty’s  depar¬ 
ture,  he  appointed  feveral  noblemen  and  others  lords 
juftices  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  government, 
during  his  majefty’s  abfence  ;  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke. 

The  only  aft  of  importance  they  did,  was  the  or¬ 
dering  the  duke  de  Mirepoix,  the  french  ambaftador, 
to  depart  the  kingdom  in  24  hours  :  he  received  thefe 
orders  on  the  22d  of  July,  and  fet  out  for  France  on 
the  24th,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  for  fear  of 
being  infulted  by  the  mob.  Matters  between  the  two 
nations  were  come  to  fuch  a*  crifis,  that  it  would 
have  been  a  jell  for  the  ambaftador  to  have  ftayed 
any  longer. 

On  the  1 6th  of  feptember  his  majefty  landed  at 
Margate  from  Holland,  and  the  fame  day  arrived 
fafe  at  Kenfington  *,  being  convoyed  in  his  paflage  by 
my  lord  Anfon,  with  the  following  fhips : 

Ships 
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Guns. 

Men 

60 

400 

50 

35° 

44 

280 

24 

1 60 

24 

1 60 

10 

7° 

10 

70 

Ships, 

Windfor 

Falmouth 

Romney 

Greyhound 

Centaur 

Wafp 

Wolf 


I  have  before  laid  that  the  parliament  was  pro¬ 
rogued  to  may  27  ;  after  feveral  adjournments,  it  met 
tne  1 2th  of  november.  In  his  majefty’s  fpeech  he 
mentioned  two  treaties  which  he  had  concluded  with, 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle 
Caffel,  which  foon  after  occafioned  a  warm  debate  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  5  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
flood  up  and  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  ;  in 
which  motion  there  were  feveral  expreffions  which 
feemed  to  imply  an  approbation  of  thofe  treaties  : 
this  was,  by  feveral,  objected  to  ;  but  the  motion 
was  feconded  by  the  earl  of  Marchmont  :  many 
amendments  were  propofed,  and  it  occafioned  a  Iona- 
debate,  in  which  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the 
earl  of  Marchmont,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  earl 
of  Granville,  fpoke  for  the  motion  ;  and  the  earl 
Temple,  the  earl  of  Pomfret,  and  the  lord  Tal¬ 
bot  againft  it  alfo,  the  earl  of  Hallifax  fpoke 
particularly  againft  the  treaties  *,  but  upon  the  que- 

ftion’s  being  put,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  without 
a  divifion. 

In  the  addrefs  of  the  commons  were  thefe  expref¬ 
fions,  ct  And  we  think  ourfelves  bound  in  juftice  and 
gratitude  to  aftift  your  majefty  againft  infults  and  at¬ 
tacks  that  may  be  made  againft  any  of  your  majefty’s 
dominions,  though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,”  which  occafioned  a  very  long  debate  j 
but  it  was  agreed  to  at  laft,  though  not  without  be¬ 
ing  thought  by  many,  a  little  extraordinary.  The 

aflfurances 
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afi'urances  of  aififtance  which  were  made  his  majefty  J 
the  reader  will  find  hereafter  were  fully  made  good. 

I  am  now  come  to  give  the  reader  an  account  of  a 
tranfaftion  which  occafioned  much  difcourfe  ;  I  mean 
the  treaties  with  Hefie  Cafiel  and  Rufiia  •,  a  meafure 
as  much  prailed  by  forne,  as  it  was  condemned  by 
others.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  that  with 
Hefie  Cafifel,  figned  at  Hanover  june  18. 

I.  The  prince  of  Hefie  engages  to  hold  in  readi- 
nefs  8000  men,  of  which  1400  are  to  be  horfe,  dur¬ 
ing  four  years  from  the  figning  this  treaty,  for  the 
fervice  of  his  britannic  majefty,  to  march  immediate¬ 
ly  after  being  required,  if  for  the  defence  of  the  low- 
countries ;  and  within  two  months,  if  for  the  defence 
of  England  or  Hanover.  To  be  commanded  by 
heffian  officers,  and  to  fwear  fidelity  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  upon  their  being  firft  muttered  by*  an 
englifh  commifiary. 

II.  Each  battalion  of  foot  to  have  two  field  pieces. 

III.  His  majetty  engages  to  pay  for  every  trooper 
or  dragoon  80  crowns  banco,  and  for  every  foot  fol- 
dier  30  crowns  banco. 

IV.  The  king  engages  to  pay,  during  this  treaty, 
an  annual  fubfidy  of  150,000  crowns  banco,  the 
crown  reckoned  at  four  fhillings  and  ninepence  three 
farthings,  englifh  money,  from  the  time  of  figning 
the  treaty,  till  the  troops  fhall  be  required  to  march, 
and  300,000  crowns  from  their  being  required  to 
march,  till  they  enter  into  the  pay  of  his  majefty  * 
and  from  their  enteiing  into  fuch  pay,  the  landgrave 
to  enjoy  an  annual  fubfidy  of  150,000  crowns.  When 
the  troops  fhall  be  again  fent  back,  the  fubfidy  fhall 
be  again  raifed  to  300,000,  which  fhall  be  annually 
paid  from  the  time  of  their  entering  the  landgrave5s 
territories  to  the  expiration  of  the  treaty.  D 

^  drele  troops  are  required  to  ferve  in  Germany, 
they  fhall  be  put  on  the  fame  foot  with  his  majefty’s 

lOK.es ;  and  if  in  England  or  Ireland,  on  the  fame  foot 
With  his  britifh  forces. 
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VI.  If  any  of  thefe  troops  fhall  be  cut  off,  or  the  ar¬ 
tillery  loft  or  deftroyed,  his  majefty  fhall  defray  all 
expences  of  recruiting  and  remounting  them,  and 
make  good  the  lofs  of  the  guns. 

VII.  The  king  fhall  keep  thefe  troops  in  his  fervice 
during  all  the  time  of  the  treaty,  and  employ  them 
where  he  pleafes,  provided  it  be  not  on  board  the  fleet, 
or  beyond  the  leas. 

VIII.  The  king  fhall  fend  back  thefe  troops  if  the 
landgrave  fhould  be  attacked,  paying  them  a  month’s 
pay,  and  furnifhing  them  with  tranfport  veffels  at 
his  own  expence,  affording  him  the  fuccour  of  fuch 
other  troops  as  the  cafe  fhall  require,  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  till  entire  fecurity  is  obtained.  The  landgrave 
of  Heffe  alfo  engages,  that  if  his  majefty  fhall  be 
attacked,  he  will  yield  him  all  the  fuccour  in  his 
power,  and  continue  it  till  an  advantageous  peace  fhall 
be  concluded. 

IX.  To  claim  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  this  treaty, 
it  fhall  fuffice,  that  either  of  the  parties  are  attacked 
by  force  of  arms,  without  having  ufed  open  force 
again!!  him  who  attacks  him. 

X.  This  body  of  8000  fhall  be  augmented  to 
12000,  if  his  majefty  fhall  require  it,  on  the  fame 
conditions  *,  the  additional  body  of  4000  men  to  be 
ready  fix  months  after  demanded,  and  the  fubfidy 
for  them  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the  de¬ 
mand. 

XI.  This  treaty  fhall  fubfift  for  four  years. 

XII.  The  ratifications  to  be  exchanged  fix  months 
after  the  fignature. 

Such  was  the  treaty  with  Heffe  Caffe!,  and,  the 
better  to  make  my  remarks  upon  it,  I  fhall  give  the 
reader  an  abftradt  of  that  with  Ruflia,  figneci  at  Pe- 
terfbnrgh  30  feptember,  N.  S.  when  by  comparing 
them  together  we  fhall  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  englifh  miniftry  in  concluding  thefe 
two  treaties. 
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Treaty  with  Ruffia. 

I.  Recites,  that  the  emprefs  has,  for  the  mutual  de¬ 
fence  of  herfelf  and  his  majefty,  at  all  events  marched 
to  the  frontiers  of  Livonia,  adjoining  to  Lithuania, 
55 ooo  men,  of  which  40000  are  infantry  of  her  re¬ 
gular  troops,  and  1 5000  cavalry  ;  and  ftipulates,  that 
they  fhall  continue  there  as  long  as  the  prefent  con¬ 
vention  fhall  fubfift. 

II.  The  emprefs  engages  to  hold  in  readinefs  on 
the  coafts  of  that  province,  during  the  fame  time,  40 
or  50  gallies  with  their  crews,  in  condition  to  aft  on 
the  firft:  notice. 

III.  Thefe  troops  and  gallies  fhall  not  aft,  except 
his  britannic  majefty  or  his  allies  are  attacked,  and 
then  the  commanding  officer,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  his  majefty’s  requifitions,  fhall  make  a  diver- 
fion  with  30,000  of  the  infantry,  and  all  the  15,000 
cavalry,  and  at  the  fame  time  fhall  embark  the  other 
10,000  infantry  on  board  the  gallies,  in  order  to 
make  a  defcent,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe. 

IV.  If  his  majefty’s  german  dominions  fhall  be  at¬ 
tacked,  the  emprefs  will  regard  it  as  a  cafe  of  the 
alliance  of  1742. 

V.  His  majefty  engages  to  pay  500,000  k  fterling 
per  annum,  in  confideration  of  this  fervice,  from  the 
time  the  ruffian  troops  fhall,  in  confequence  of  his 
requifition,  pafs  the  frontiers  of  their  country.  The 
payment  to  be  always  four  months  in  advance,  the 
firft  to  be  on  the  day  the  troops  pafs  the  frontiers. 

VI.  The  emprefs  takes  upon  herfelf  the  fubfi fi¬ 
ance  and  payment  of  thefe  troops  both  by  fea 
and  land. 

\  II.  The  emprefs  engages  not  to  recall  thefe  troops, 
even  though  fhe  herfelf  fhould  be  attacked  by  any 
other  power;  and  his  majefty  promiles,  that  in  fuch 
cafe,  he  will  immediately  furnifh  thefuccour  ftipulated 
in  the  treaty  of  1742. 
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VIII.  If,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  a  war  ffioulcf 
break  out,  his  majefty  ffiali  fend  into  the  Baltick  a 
fquadron  of  force  fuitable  to  the  circumftances,  to  aft 
in  concert  with  the  ruffian  army,  as  long  as  they  ffiali 
be  within  reach  of  each  other. 

IX.  A  britifh  commiffary  and  admiral  fhall  always 
affift  in  councils  of  war,  with  the  ruffian  commander 
of  the  auxiliary  troops. 

X.  The  ruffians  ffiali  be  entitled  to  all  plunder. 

XI.  The  king  engages  to  procure  a  paffiage  for 
thefe  troops  through  Poland,  if  neceffiary. 

XII.  This  convention  to  fubfift  four  years. 

XIII.  If  peace  be  made,  or  the  objeft  of  the  di- 
verfion  ceafes  within  four  years,  the  ruffian  troops  then 
to  return  and  enjoy  the  fuccour  agreed  on  three  months. 
If  no  peace,,  the  parties  to  agree  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  convention. 

XIV.  The  convention  to  be  ratified  within  two 
months. 

A  feparate  and  fecret  article. 

His  majefty  engages  to  pay  100,000  1.  per  ann.  al¬ 
ways  one  year  in  advance,  from  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty  to  the  march  of  the  troops  beyond  the  frontier, 
when  the  payment  of  500,000 1.  per  ann.  is  to  com¬ 
mence  in  its  ftead. 

Without  confidering  the  neceftity,  if  there  was  any,  of 
thele  treaties,  and  the  goodnels  of  them,  we  fhould  ob- 
ferve,  that  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Helfe, 
it  is  agreed,  that  every  trooper  ffiali  firft  be  purchaled 
at  about  20  1.  fterling,  and  every  foot  foldier  at  about 
7].  which  in  all  makes  about  11 2,000  1.  levy  money; 
befides  this,  the  landgrave  is  to  have  about  37,000  k 
annually  before  the  troops  march  ;  and  as  foon  as  they 
march,  he  is  to  receive  74,000k  annually,  till  they  enter 
into  pay,  according  to  that  of  Hanover  or  England  ;  at 
which  time  the  fubfidy  returns  to  about  37,000  1.  an¬ 
nually  ;  which  again,  when  the  troops  are  fent  back, 
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is  to  return  to  74,000 1.  a  year,  during  the  whole  du¬ 
ration  of  the  treaty. 

By  the  compact  with  Ruffia,  the  emprefs  is  to  afliffc 
England  with  55,000  troops,  and  to  tranfport  and 
maintain  them  for  the  annual  fubfidy  of  500,000 1. 
without  any  further  confideration  for  death  of  men 
and  horfes,  or  lofs  of  military  ftores,  and  no  return 
of  them  is  to  take  place  during  the  duration  of  the 
treaty,  even  though  the  emprefs  herfelf  fhould  be  at¬ 
tacked.  The  reader  need  not  be  told  how  infinitely 
more  advantageous  the  treaty  with  Ruffia  was,  than 
that  with  Heffie  Caffe],  for  it  explains  itfelf :  who 
would  have  imagined,  that  we  fhould  ever  have  pre¬ 
ferred  the  affiftance  of  8000  heffians,  before  a  fupply 
of  ruffians,  when  the  former  was  ten  times  as  ex- 
penfive  as  the  latter  ;  but  ftill  this  amazing  folly 
(it  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion)  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  britifh  councils,  as  we  (hall  fee  here¬ 
after. 

If  we  confider  the  treaty  with  Ruffia,  it  will  appear 
very  plain  that  it  was  intended  againft  the  king  of 
Pruffia ;  for  it  is  agreed  by  the  fecond  article,  that 
thefe  troops  are  to  be  held  in  readinefs  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Livonia,  and  the  gallies  cruizing  on  that 
coaft  :  and  that,  on  his  majefty’s  requifition,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  ihall  make  a  diverfion  with  30,000 
infantry,  and  15,000  cavalry,  which  fpeaks  in  fo  many 
words  that  they  were  defigned  againft  hispruffian  ma- 
jefty.  It  feems  that  the  britiih  court,  was  at  this 
time  very  jealous  of  that  monarch’s  intentions;  they 
were  fearful  he  intended  to  attack  Hanover,  and  to 
guard  againft  this  danger  (whether  or  not  it  was  a 
real  one,  I  am  not  able  to  lay)  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  conclude  the  treaty  abovementioned  with 
Ruffia.  Againft  what  other  power  could  this  treaty 
be  defigned  ?  It  was  impoffible  that  the  ruffians  were 
to  attack  France,  or  defend  us  againft  the  french, 
for  gallies  are  quite  unfit  for  the  ocean  ;  befides  which, 
tire  article  of  their  making  a  defcent  with  10,000 
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men  diffidently  fpeaks  that  they  were  intended  to 
lii rt her  the  operation  of  the  land  army.  In  ihort, 
fro  in  every  article  of  this  treaty,  it  appears  to  be 
manifeftly  intended  to  defend  the  electorate  of  Ha¬ 
nover  againfc  the  luppofed  ill  intentions  of  his  pruf- 
iian  majefty.  But  the  affairs  of  Europe  took  fuch  a 
courfe  afterwards,  as  made  this  treaty  (for  that  pur- 
pole  at  leaft)  ufelefs.  But  let  the  merit  of  them  be 
ever  fo  much  extolled,  they  will  appear  to  me  to  be 
but  a  very  Ihort- lighted  remedy  for  the  mifehief  they 
were  intended  to  prevent.  And  I  freely  own  the  ma¬ 
nagement  in  making  them,  is  to  ointricate  for  me  to 
pretend  to  unravel. 

In  the  middle  of  november,  there  happened  feveral 
changes  in  the  minidry.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  re¬ 
signed  the  feals,  and  was  made  keeper  of  the  rolls, 
in  me  room  of  lord  Barrington,  who  was  made  fecre- 
tary  at  wrar  ;  Mr.  Fox  being  removed  from  the  war 
office  and  made  fecretary  of  date.  And  foon  after 
appeared  a  new  commiffion  for  the  treafury,  confiding 
of  the  following  lords  ;  the  duke  of  Newcadle,  firft 
lord  commidioner,  the  earl  of  Darlington,  fir  George 
Lyttleton,  Thomas  flay,  and  Robert  Newgent efqrs. 
at  the  fame  time,  fir  George  Lyttleton  was  made 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Lcggc.  But  this  new  fet  of  miniders  did  not  hold 
together  long,  for  we  find,  that  on  the  1 6th  of  de¬ 
cern  her,  the  earl  of  Darlington,  and  Mr.  Hay,  re¬ 
moved  from  the  treafury,  and  were  appointed  pay- 
maders  general  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  earl 
Gower  fworn  of  the  privy-council,  and  keeper  of  the 
privy  dal  ;  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  made  ma¬ 
iler  general  of  the  ordnance  :  the  fame  day,  lord 
Anfon,  dr  William  Rowley,  William  Ponfonby, 
Thomas  Villiers,  Edward  Bofcawen,  Richard  Edge¬ 
combe,  efqrs.  and  lord  Bateman  were  condituted  lords 
of  the  admiralty. 

Such  were  the  men,  who  were  at  this  time  fet  at 
the  head  of  affairs  j  but  only  a  few  of  them  were 
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concerned  or  confulted  in  theadminidrationof  die  mod 
material  affairs  of  the  date. 

From  the  face  our  affairs  wore  at  the  beginning 
of  this  war,  we  fhall  not  have  great  reafon  to  exult 
in  our  fuccefs.  The  reader  has  feen  the  hegin- 
ing  of  a  war  between  the  two  nations ;  and  if  we 
confider  what  the  french  made  the  aim  and  end  of 
all  their  proceedings,  namely,  that  trad  of  land  in 
America,  on  the  river  Ohio  (of  which  I  have  fpoke  fo  . 
particularly  in  the  former  chapter)  or  as  the  french 
were  pleafed  to  term  it,  for  a  “  few  barren  acres,” 
we  fhall  certainly  conclude,  that  they  in  a  manner  got 
their  defires  accomplifhed.  Indeed  I  have  drown  how 
loyal  and  unanimous  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
was  in  their  refolutions  to  lupport  and  defend  his  ma- 
jedy’s  right  to  the  utmod  ;  but  I  believe  the  reader 
will  join  with  me  in  being  of  opinion,  that  all  the 
neceffary  nreaftires  to  hinder  a  rupture  with  France 
from  taking  place,  were  not  exerted.  But  this  we 
fhall  be  able  to  judge  of  clearly  by  and  by,  when  we 
come  to  be  further  acquainted  w'ith  the  date  of  the 
quarrel,  when  it  was  more  advanced,  from  its  infancy. 


D  4 


C  1 1  A  P. 


Haval  affairs  in  Europe ,  during  the  year  1755.  Great 
diligence  ufed  by  both  nations  to  equip  fever al  fquadrons. 
Macnamara  fails  from  Breft  ;  and. Bofcawen  from  Portf- 
mouth.  Abide  and  Lys  taken.  Holbourn  fails  from 
Spit  head.  Phi  Guay  arrives  at  Cadiz.  Hawke  fails 
to  intercept  him.  Returns  without  doing  it.  Byng 
fails  ji  cm  Spithead.  Court  martial  on  lord  Harry 
P owlet t.  Bofcawen  arrives  at  Spithead.  Reflexions. 

TH  E  naval  affairs  of  the  two  nations  were  not  neg¬ 
lected.  And  indeed  the  englifh  were  more  for¬ 
ward  by  fea  than  by  land,  that  is  naturally  their  element  ; 
and,  if  that  nation  would  more  confine  its  military  views 
by  land,  and  exert  them  more  by  fea,  they  would  loon 
convince  their  neighbours  how  impolitic  it  would  be  to 
break  with  them.  But  we  find  that  both  nations  at  this 
period  were  extremely  diligent  in  preparing  their  ma¬ 
ritime  forces  for  any  exigency  of  affairs  that  might 
happen.  So  early  as  january  1754,  in  England,  im- 
prefs  warrants  were  iffued  by  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  ;  and  in  two  days  time  upwards  of  2000  feamen 
w'ere  taken  on  the  river  Thames  ;  to  man  (as  it  was 
then  given  out)  a  fquadron  for  the  Eaft-Indies  :  and 
the  prefs  continued  with  great  violence  in  moll  of 
the  ports  of  England,  feveral  thoufand  able  hands 
were  picked  up,  and  many  entered  themfelves  vo¬ 
luntarily. 

Neither  were  the  french  indolent ;  but  with  their 
ufual  diligence  were  very  vigorous  jn  their  naval  pre¬ 
parations  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  1 755,  laid  a  ge¬ 
neral  embargo  on  all  the  ports  of  France,  to  man 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  a  fleet  which  was  fitting 
out  in  Breft  ;  and  lo  early  as  the  firft  of  january,  fir 
Thomas  Robinfon,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal 
fecretaries  of  flate,  was  informed  by  de  Colne,  the 
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fecretary  of  the  embafiy  at  Paris,  that  feventeen  men 
of  war  were  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Bred;  ;  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  fhip  to  be  of  70  guns,  and  that  the  greateft 
part  of  this  fleet  was  deftined  for  America.  In  the 
fcquel  we  flrall  find,  that  de  Cofne’s  advice  proved 
true  •,  but  he  was  not  the  only  one  that  fent  this  in¬ 
telligence  to  the  miniftry  in.  England,  for  it  was  re¬ 
peated  from  many  plates,  particularly  from  Paris, 
with  many  additional  circumftances.  And  indeed  the 
truth  was,  that  the  french  exerted  at  this  time  all 
their  diligence  and  induftry  to  forward  their  prepa¬ 
rations  for  getting  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  fea,  which  at 
that  time  was  advancing  very  fall:  at  Breft,  where 
they  worked  night  and  day  to  fit  the  fhips  for  lea. 
Nor  were  thefe  armaments  confined  to  Breft  only, 
Pvochfort  and  Toulon  were  filled  with  workmen; 
but  matters  were  not  fo  forward  there  as  at  Breft, 
the  fquadron  at  which  port  was  expedted  to  be  ready 
to  fail  by  the  middle  of  april  ;  but  in  this  calcula¬ 
tion,  the  french  were  miftaken.  Many  of  the  fhips 
that  were  to  compofe  this  fquadron,  were  to  carry  no 
more  than  20  or  22  guns,  as  they  w'ere  defigned 
for  the  tranfporting  a  large  body  of  land  forces. 
However,  although  the  orders  from  court  were  po- 
fitive,  the  wind  v’ould  not  permit  this  fleet  to  fail  till 
the  third  of  may ;  at  which  time  it  did  with  fo  fair  a 
wind,  that  it  was  out  of  fight  in  a  fhort  time.  This 
grand  fleet  confided  of  1 8  fail  of  the  line  and  9  fri¬ 
gates,  carrying  1532  guns. 

'  On  the  20th  of  may  Macnamara  the  admiral,  re¬ 
turned  to  Breft,  with  nine  fhips  of  the  line,  having 
convoyed  the  tranfports  beyond  the  capes  ;  and  left 
them  to  proceed  to  Canada,  according  to  their  inftruc- 
tions,  with  a  fair  wind. 

Now  we  have  feen  the  french  fleet  to  fea,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  return,  and  take  notice  of  what  had  been 
doing  in  England  by  fea  during  that  time.  I  he  mi- 
niftry  here,  were  very  adtive  in  their  naval  prepara¬ 
tions,  to  get  the  englifh  fleet  to  fea  as  foon. as  that  of 
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t  rance  ^  and  indeed  they  were  before  the  french 
Ponf  01  tn,'^1,t  5  *or  ac5miral  Bofcawen  failed  from 
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moo.  fr'=ate>  “Tying  73S  guns,  and  5300 

1  he  reader  only  need  compare  the  force  of  thefe 
two  fleets  together,  and  he  will  at  firft  fight  perceive 

ic  great  overfight  in  the  miniftry’s  fending  fourteen 
flips  to  intercept  twenty-feven.  And  yet  this  egregi¬ 
ous  omifiion  in  britifh  politicks,  was  ftill  out-done  by 
the  remedy  which  was  applied  to  fupply  the  former 
defedh  1  nat  of  fending  fix  fhips  of  the  line  and  one 
ingate,  under  admiral  Holbourn,  to  follow  Mr  Bof¬ 
cawen  }  who  did  not  fail  till  the  nth  of  may,  when 
it  was  caice  poflible  for  him  to  elcape  Macnamara’s 
ueet,  which  had  failed  but  eight  days  before.  And 
yet,  this  ^was  the  only  effort  made  by  the  britifh 
miniftry  ror  feveral  months,  to  counteradt  the  vi¬ 
gorous  armaments  of  the  whole  naval  power  of 

His  orders  were  to  join  Mr.  Bofcawen  as  foon  a» 
poifible  ;  but  this  he  was  not  able  to  perform,  till 
the  2 1  ft  of  juhe,  when  he  met  with  admiral  Bofca- 
wen  s  fquadron,  formed  in  a  line  before  the  river  St 
Lawrence,  cruifing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  * 
the  fame  fli ip  which  brought  the  news  of  this  junc¬ 
tion,  alfo  acquainted  the  miniftry  with  the  capture  of 
the  Lys  arid  Alcide,  two  french  men  of  war  in  de  la 
Iviothe  s  fquadron  :  thefe  fhips  having  parted  from 
the  reft,  fell  in  with  the  engliih  fquadron,  the  admi¬ 
ral  of  which  ordered  the  Dunkirk,  Torbay,  and 
Monarque  to  chace  ;  and  the  Dunkirk  comino-  up 
firft  with  the  Alcide,  hailed  the  captain,  requtrin- 
him  to  put  back,  and  come  under  the  admiral’s 
Icon  ,  the  henchman  in  reply,  afked  if  it  was  peace 
°i  war  ^  captain  Howe  (the  commander  of  the  Dun¬ 
kirk^  laid  la c  did  not  know,  but  repeated  his  orders  y 
the  ficncn man  again  afked,  if  it  was  peace  or  war, 
and  captain  Howe  again  replied,  he  knew  not,  but 
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Have  him  prepare  for  the  worft,  as  he  every  moment 
expe&ed  a  fignal  from  the  admiral  to  fire  upon 
him  for  not  coming  to.  At  the  fame  time,  ob- 
fervino-  feme  foldiers,  and  land  officers,  with  feveral 
ladies,0  Handing  very  thick  upon  deck,  he  admo- 
niffied  them  to  go  down  ;  they  loon  complied,  and 
the  frenchman,  not  waiting  for  captain  Howe’s  broad- 
fide,  immediately  fired  upon  him.  The  ot.iei  french 
man  of  war  ftruck  to  the  Torbay  and  Monarque. 
This  is  the  moft  probable  account  we  had  ol  this 
aftion  ;  many  people  doubted  whether  there  was  any 
converfation  at  all  between  the  two  captains  ;  but  I 
have  been  allured  by  undoubted  authority  that  there 

was*.  .  .  r 

In  the  mean  time  the  french  were  in  lome  pain  tor 

their  fquadron  in  America,  left  it  ffiould  be  met  with 
and  intercepted  in  its  return  from  thence  :  to  remedy 
which,  in  the  belt  manner  they  were  able,  they  lent 
the  nine  ffiips  with  which  1VI.  de  Alacnamara  returned 
to  Breft,  under  the  command  of  M.  du  Guay,  a 
french  admiral  to  favour  their  return,  who  fet  lail 

from  Breft  on  the  4th  of  june. 

His  orders  were  to  cruiie  on  the  coaft  of  Portu  ¬ 
gal,  to  favour  the  return  of  M.  la  Mothe  and  Sal- 
vert,  in  cafe  of  bad  news  from  America  •,  du  Guay^ 
cruifed  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  near  the  {freights  of 
Gibraltar  ;  but  not  meeting  with  the  other  french 
fleet,  which  did  not  return  till  fome  time  afterwards, 
put  into  Cadiz  ;  and  during  his  ftay  in  that  place, 
the  englifh  miniftry  difpatched  fir  Edward  Hawke  on 
the  24th  of  j uly,  with  21  flrips  of  the  line,  and  five 


*  The  Dunkirk’s  guns  in  this  fight  were  all  double- fhotted  ever/ 
round,  and  being  yard-arm  and  yard-arip,  did  fuch  terrible  exe¬ 
cution,  that  the  officers  of  the  Alcide  could  not  keep  the  men  to 
their  quarters,  and  ran  one  of  them  through  in  order  to  deter  the 
others  ;  but  all  would  not  do,  the  frenchmen  not  liking  fuch 
warm  work  ;  and  M.  le  commodore  himfelf,  when  he  was  brought 
prifoner  on  board  the  Dunkirk,  told  the  brave  captain  Howe,  that 
it  was  cruel  to  engage  fo  very  clofe. 
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frigates  to  intercept  him,  in  his  return  to  Breft  or 
any  other  french  fhips  that  might  efcape  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen.  But  this  meafure  was  much  condemned  by 
thoie  who  were  knowing  in  fea  affairs  ;  for,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  advices  which  the  miniftry  received  con¬ 
cerning  the  naval  armaments  of  the  french,  it  was 
probable,  that  Hawke  might  fall  in  with  du  Guay’s 
iquadron  of  nine  fhips,  joined  by  five  fhips  from 
Kochfort,  and  ten  from  Breft,  (both  which  were  ready 
to  fail  from  that  port;)  and  ten  fhips  in  their  return 
from  America.  By  which  it  appears,  that  Hawke 
u-ith  2 1  flaps  might  very  poffibly  have  fell  in  with 
35  french  ones  ;  and  I  believe  the  miniftry  that 
planned  his  expedition,  had  not  fo  very  great  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  enghfh  courage  as  to  fuppofe  that  Hawke 

'  0“ld  (in  cafe  of  a  battle)  have  come  oft  con¬ 
queror. 

sir  Edward  Hawke’s  orders  were  to  cruife  off  cape 
i  millet  re,  till  the  french  fhips  fhould  appear.  If  vva 
are  to  judge  of  the  wifdom  of  thefe  orders  by  the 
iuccefs  they  met  with,  the  reader,  I  believe,  will  not 
admire  the  prudence  of  them  ;  for  M.  du  Guay,  as 
toon  as  he  heard  where  Hawke  was  ftationed,  and 
what  was  his  bufinefs,  failed  from  Cadiz  for  Breft ; 
but  not  in  the  ufual  trad,  which  he  did  to  avoid  the 
cnglifh  fleet  ;  he  fteeied  dircdlly  weft  from  Spain  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean;  when,  being  at  a  great  diftance 
from  the  coaft,  he  changed  his  courfe,  and  flood 
diredlly  for  the  land’s  end  of  England  ;  by  this  pre- 
caution  of  failing  weft  to  a  great  diftance,  before  he 
fleered  towards  the  channel,  he  paired  on  the  outfide 
of  all  our  fleet,  cruifingat  cape  himflerre,  and  arriv¬ 
ing  fafe  in  the  channel,  fell  in  behind  it  with  his 
iquadron,  and  got  fafe  into  the  harbour  of  Breft, 
having  left  Cadiz  the  beginning  of  auguft.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  not  having  been  luccefsful  in  the 
ertufe  lie  was  lent  upon,  was  called  home,  where, 

however 
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however  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  29th  of  fep- 
tember 

As  to  admiral  Byng’s  expedition,  or  rather  cruife, 
which  he  went  upon  the  14th  of  odtober,  with  ten 
fail  of  the  line,  being  the  weftern  fquadron  ;  it  did 
not  afford  much  fpeculation  for  hiftory.  It  is  enough 
to  fay,  that  he  returned  the  2  2d  of  november,  not 
having  done  any  adlion  of  confequence. 

I  fhall  here  prefent  the  reader  with  an  affair,  that 
reflected  no  great  honour  on  the  perfon  chiefly  con” 
cerned.  I  mean,  the  court  martial  on  lord  Harry 
Powlett.  It  feems  lord  Harry  commanded  his  ma- 
jefty’s  {hip  the  Barfleur,  one  of  the  fquadron  with 
which  fir  Edward  Hawke  was  fent  to  intercept  the 
french  admiral,  du  Guay.  The  cafe  was  this;  in 
confequence  of  verbal  orders  from  fir  Edward  Hawke 
on  the  the  23d  of  auguft,  in  the  morning,  lord  Harry 
Powlett  in  the  Barfleur,  gave  chafe  to  a  fail  in  the 
fouth  eaft,  which  he  purfued  all  night,  and  next 
morning  was  unable  to  find  the  fleet  ;  and  finding 
his  rudder  in  a  very  bad  condition,  was  obliged  to 
put  into  port,  without  orders  for  lo  doing  from  the 
admiral.  And  for  this  affion  capt.  Powlett  was  tried 
by  a  court  martial,,  held  on  board  the  Prince  George 
in  Portfmouth  harbour,  the  20th,  21ft,  and  2 2d  of 
odtober. 

The  following  were  the  members  that  compofed 
this  court,  viz. 

Henry  Ofborne,  efq.  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 

prefident. 

Capt.  Roger  Martin, 

Elon.  capt.  John  Hamilton, 


*  I  fhould  here  mention  a  pretty  extraordinary  inftance  of  the 
feigned  politenefs  of  our  enemies  the  french  ;  or  rather  of  their 
pretended  juftice  :  I  mean  the  capture  which  M.  du  Guay’s  iqua- 
dron  made,  in  its  return  to  Breft,  of  the  Blandlord  man  ot  war  oi 
20  guns,  having  governor  Lytdeton  on  board  for  Carolina,  and 
which  was  afterwards  reflored  by  order  of  the  french  court  ;  1 
leave  my  readers  to  reflect  on  this  piece  ot  politenefs. 

Capt 
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George  Bridges  Rodney 
John  Montague, 
capt.  George  Murray* 
Thomas  Fowke, 
Richard  Tyrrel, 
William  Lloyd, 

R.  Edwards. 


1  he  court  having  heard  the  evidence,  and  alfc 
what  the  prifoner  had  to  offer,  were  of  opinion,  that 
he  did  not  judge  and  aft  right  in  giving  chace  on 
the  24th  of  auguft,  to  a  fail  feen  in  the  South- weft* 
when  thiee  fail  were  feen  in  the  north-eaft,  which 
might  probably  be  part  of  the  fleet ;  but  it  having 
clearly  appeared  to  them,  that  his  intentions  were  up^ 
right  towards  the  fervice,  as  he  had  before  ufed  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  on  the  flat  ion 
it  was  in,  when  he  feparated  from  it,  and  did  after¬ 
wards  ufe  the  like  endeavours  to  join  it  on  the  ren¬ 
dezvous,  they  do  not  think  this  error  deferving  of 
puniShment,  and  do  therefore  unanimously  only  judge 
it  proper  to  admoniSh  him,  as  he  is  hereby  admo- 
nifhed  to  be  more  cautious  in  his  future  conduct. 

b  As  t0  his  returning  into  port,  the  court  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that,  considering  the  defedts  of  the  Ship’s  rud¬ 
der,  his  proceeding  therein  was  very  justifiable,  and 
therefore  they  do  unanimoufly  acquit  him  of  all  blame 
upon  that  account  ^  and  he  is  hereby  acquitted  ac¬ 
cordingly  *. 

It  requires  much  caution  to  refledt  on  Such  unlucky 
affairs  as  thefe.  It  is  impoflible  for  any  perlon  to  be 
able  to  fay,  whether  the  court  martial  on  lord  Flarry 
Rowlett  acted  juftly  or  not ;  but  a  private  man  is  not 
to  find  fault  with  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  juftice  : 
thus  much  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  the  nation  was 
not  pleafed  with  their  Sentence,  with  how  much  rea- 
fon,  I  will  not  determine  •,  but  only  obferve,  that 
lord  Harry  Rowlett  has  never  been  employed  Since, 
in  any  Station  of  importance. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  determination  of  this  unfortunate  af¬ 
fair.  The  nation,  in  general,  at  this  time,  was  eager 
to  have  every  military  offender  feverely  punifhed.  At 
the  eve  of  a  war,  examples  of  a  juft  feverity  are, 
certainly  neceffary  ;  but  more  particularly  fo,  when  a 
conftant  train  of  ill  luccefs  had  baffled  ail  our  mili¬ 
tary  undertakings.  At  the  beginning  of  every 
war,  it  is  neceffary  to  roufe  the  englifhfiom  that  fatal 
confufed  inactivity,  which  fo  diftinguiffics  theii  coun¬ 
cils  from  thofe  of  many  other  nations.  But  when 
once  the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  railed,  it  is  then  that 
englifh  courage  becomes  fuccefsfu-1,  to  the  terroi  of 

their  enemies. 


\ 


C  H  A  If 


(  4-S 


) 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

American  affairs  to  the  end  of  the  year  iyee  <phe  a  ;,.f 
command  in  North  America  falls  on  major  general  Shir¬ 
ley  His  march  to  Ofwego.  Dunbar  marches  to  Phi- 

Vph!A' ,  Bat*le  at  Lake  George.  Tranfattions  at 
New  dork  Grand  council  of  war.  Plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  f  or  the  enfuing  year  agreed  on.  Reflexions  on  the 
fruit lefs  campaign  of  i755. 

Left  (at  the  end  of  the  firft  chap.)  general  Brad- 

—  ^.ock  ”tterly  defeated  by  the  french,  and  (lain  • 
on  his  unfortunate  cataftrophe,  the  command  of  his 
majefty  s  forces  in  North  America  devolved  on  major 
general  Shirley  who  having  left  New  York,  arrived 
at  Albany  in  the  beginning  of  July.  This  city  was 
ten  the  grand  theatre  for  all  the  preparations,  for  the 
northern  expedition  againft  Crown  Point,  as  well  as 
that  to  the  weftward,  for  the  redudion  of  Niagara. 
1  he  general,  on  his  arrival  here,  did  not  find  th° mi- 
htaiy  preparations  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  he  had  rea- 
on  to  expert  ;  infomuch,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
wait  at  Albany  on  feveral  difagreeable  accounts  •,  but 
his  own  troops  were,  in  the  mean  time  filing  off, 

in  different  divifions  from  Schenadady,  towards  Of¬ 
wego. 

Ofwego  has  long  been  the  accuftomed  route,  it  is 
computed  to  be  about  300  miles  weft  from  Albany, 
was  formerly  garrifoned  by  twenty-five  men  ;  but  on 
the  commencement  of  the  late  difputes  the  number 
was  augmented  to  fifty ;  and  early  this  fprino-  fifty 
more  were  ordered  up  :  and  at  the  latter  end  of  may 
capt.  Bradftreet  arrived  there  with  two  hundred,  be- 
fides  workmen  to  be  employed  in  the  naval  prepara¬ 
tions,  purfuant  to  the  fcheme  concerted  in  the  con- 
grefs  of  commiffioners  at  Albany  the  laft  fummer. 
On  the  24th  of  july,  general  Shirley  arrived  at  Sche¬ 
nadady,, 


/ 
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neftada,  where  he  found  lieut.  col.  Ellifon  had  em¬ 
barked  the  day  before,  with  the  £th  divifion  of  the 
50th  regiment,  for  Ofwego  ;  and  that  lieut.  col.  Mer¬ 
cer  with  five  companies  of  the  5 1  ft,  and  one  of  the 
50th,  were  ftiil  remaining  for  want  of  battoe-meri. 
On  the  29th,  the  general  embarked  with  97  battoes, 
loaded  with  military  ftores,  provifions  and  other  ne- 
cefiaries  for  the  expedition  *,  together  with  about  200 
regular  troops,  150  battoe  men,  and  40  indians,  for 
Ofwego,  leaving  orders  for  lieut.  col.  Mercer  to  fol¬ 
low  him  as  foon  as  poffible. 

At  laft,  on  the  t  8th  of  auguft,  Mr.  Shirley  arrived 
at  Ofwego.  He  found  the  works  there  in  a  very  bad 
condition  ;  the  chief  ftrength  of  the  fort,  was  its 
being  mounted  with  five  fmall  cannon,  three  or  four 
pounders  ;  it  confided  of  a  done  wall,  and  was  fitu- 
ated  on  the  fouth  edge  of  lake  Ontario. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  he  took  a  fur- 
vey  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try  i  and  gave  orders  for  erecting  on  the  point,  a 
ftrong  log  pallifaded  fort,  capable  of  mounting  large 
cannon,  and  containing  barracks  for  300  men,  which, 
from  the  dimenfions  of  its  logs,  might  be  defenlible 
againft  three  or  four  pounders  *,  and,  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  requifite  to  have  a  ftrong,.  regular  fortifi¬ 
cation  built  round  it  another  year,  it  would  be  of  fer- 
vice  whilft  the  new  works  were  ere&ing  •>  and  for  fe- 
curing  the  place  to  the  fouthward  of  the  old  fort, 
he  determined,  as  foon  as  hands  and  time  could  be 
fpared  for  it,  to  have  a  fmall  fquare  fort  of  earth 
and  mafonry,  with  four  baftions,  a  rampart,  parapet 
and  ditch,  containing  barracks  for  200  men,  built 
on  the  other  eminence. 

General  Shirley,  during  his  ftay,  received  feve- 
ral  accounts  of  the  ftrength  and  defigns  of  the 
french  at  Niagara,  which  made  him  refolve  upon  an 
expedition  thither  ;  and  the  works  of  the  new  fort 
which  he  was  building  at  Ofwego,  were  fo  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  that  he  hoped  it  might  be  ready  in  a  few 
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days  to  receive  Its  artillery,  he  propofed  to  proceed 
to  Niagara,  with  600  regulars,  befides  the  albany 
men  and  indians,  and  a  fmall  train  of  artillery  ;  and 
having  ordered  the  preparations  to  be  forthwith  made 
for  the  intended  attempt  ;  the  600  troops  were  drafted, 
and  held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  embark.  One 
great  inducement  for  Mr.  Shirley  to  perfift  in  the  re- 
folution  he  had  taken  to  attack  Niagara,  was  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  eight  battoes  at  Ofwego,  on  the  27th  of 
feptember,  containing  forty  barrels  of  flower,  and 
thirteen  of  bread,  which  were  the  fpecies  of  proviftons 
wanted. 

The  reader  will  no  doubted  be  furprifed  when  he 
hears,  that  for  all  the  advantages  attending  the  Nia¬ 
gara  expedition,  yet  it  was  laid  afide  by  the  general 
till  the  next  year.  The  confiderations  which  had  the' 
greatcft  weight  with  him,  to  induce  him  to  take  this? 
refolution,  were  thefe  :  that  nothing  more  could  hawe 
been  done  that  year  (fuppofing  he  had  got  the  troops 
and  artillery  fafe  before  it)  than  to  diftodge  the  french 
and  demolifh  the  works,  as  the  ftate  of  his  provi¬ 
fions  would  not  admit  of  his  leaving  a  garrifon  there, 
during  the  winter,  for  its  defence  ;  fo  that  an  effectual 
poflefffon  of  that  pafs  could  not  have  been  taken  that 
year;  whereas,  in  the  mean  time,  during  the  abfence 
of  the  veflels  from  Ofwego  (all  of  which,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  Mr.  Shirley  to  have  taken  with  him  upon 
his  attempt  againft  Niagara)  it  would  have  been  in 
the  power  of  the  french  to  have  tranfported  a  train 
of  artillery  without  oppofition,  a-crofs  the  lake  to 
fort  Frontenac,  and  have  landed  them  near  the  emi¬ 
nence,  behind  the  old  fort  of  Ofwego,  where  the  in¬ 
tended  new  fort  was  not  begun  to  be  built  *,  in  which 
cafe,  they  might  not  only  have  made  themfelves  ma¬ 
ilers  of  Ofwego,  but  muft  have  cut  off*  Mr.  Shirley’s 
return  from  Niagara  ;  which  would  have  been  fatal 
likewife  to  the  troops. 

Such  were  the  reafons  given  by  Mr.  Shirley  and  his- 
friends,  lor  not  proceeding  againft  Niagara;  certainly 

the 
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the  argument  lifed  to  perfuade  us,  that  the  fcheme 
was  really  impoffible  to  be  executed  fuccefsfully,  is 
entirely  fallacious,  and  its  very  foundation  is  fapped, 
when  we  come  to  enquire,  why  the  works  which  Mr. 
Shirley  ereCted  at  Ofwego  were  not  finifhed,  or  at 
leaft  fo  far  in  fowardnefs,  as  to  permit  him  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  expedition  :  nor  can  I  conceive,  that  it  was 
fo  utterly  impoffible  to  leave  a  garrifon  in  Niagara 
during  the  winter,  fince  by  the  fituation  of  that  fort 
the  french  would  not  have  been  able  to  make  them- 
felves  mailers  of  it  in  that  feafon,  with  the  force 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  ufe  againft  it.  But 
one  of  the  greateft  objections  to  this  change  in  the 
general’s  opinion  is,  his  pretending  that  he  could  not 
leave  the  garrifon  in  Niagara,  by  reafon  of  the 
fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  for  it  will  be  very  palpable  to 
the  reader  that  the  general  did  not  ufe  his  utmoft  care 
in  that  article  of  providing  provifions,  at  leaft  in  fo 
great  a  degree  as  is  pretended  by  his  friends  :  it 
is  very  plain  by  the  other  parts  of  his  condudl  in 
this  expedition,  that  he  was  well  provided  with  every 
thing  but  provifion  ;  and  that  he  was  not  fo  very 
badly  off  in  that  regard  as  is  pretended. 

The  difficulty  which  the  general  met  with  in  for¬ 
warding  the  two  forts,  he  was  building,  v/as  certainly 
great  *,  but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  has  been  thought; 
It  ffiould  be  confidered,  that  they  were  erefted  without 
any  regular  engineer,  (an  officer  though,  I  Ihould 
fuppofe  Mr.  Shirley  might  have  procured,)  at  the  di¬ 
stance  of  300  miles  from  any  engliffi  fettlement, 
where  a  larger  fupply  of  proper  workmen  and  ma¬ 
terials  for  ftrong  fortifications  could  not  be  had  ;  and 
the  bad  weather  retarded  his  expedition  confiderably  ; 
befides  which,  part  of  their  time  was  taken  up  in 
fimfhing  a  veffel  then  building  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  in  order  to  preferve  the  command  of  lake  On¬ 
tario  ;  together  with  a  large  hofpital  and  barracks  for 
winter  quarters,  to  contain  upwards  of  900  men  ; 
die  timoer  for  all  which,  was  to  be  cut  from  the 
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ftem,  and  the  ground  on  which  the  forts  were  build¬ 
ing,  to  be  cleared  of  the  trees  and  underwood,  with 
which  it  was  covered. 

The  general  having  fettled  thefe  matters  at  Ofwego, 
and  finding  a  great  acceffion  of  bufinefs  advance, 
upon  the  death  of  general  Braddock,  began  to  think 
of  leaving  Ofwego,  and  proceeding  to  the  colony  of 
Mafiachufet’s  bay,  of  which  he  was  governor. 

Upon  his  departure,  he  left  orders  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  garrifon  to  finifh  the 
two  forts  in  his  abfence  *,  for  although  Mr.  Shirley 
had  ipent  To  much  time  at  Ofwego,  yet  thefe  forts 
were  not  Rear  complete  •,  but  to  affift  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  in  furnifhing  and  ftrengtbening  them,  and 
the  other  works,  he  fent  two  engineers  as  early  in  the 
fpring  as  he  could. 

I  remarked  before,  that  Mr.  Shirley  calculated  thefe 
forts  more  for  defence  againft  mufketry  and  fmall 
cannon  of  two  or  three  pound  ball,  than  large  bat¬ 
tering  ones  :  for  fecuring  the  forts  againft  fiuch  as 
might  be  conveyed  by  the  french  on  the  lake,  he  de¬ 
pended  upon  having  a  fuperior  naval  force  on  the 
lake  Ontario  •,  on  luppofition  that,  if  his  majefty’s 
veffels  kept  the  command  of  the  lake,  it  would  be 
impra&icable  for  the  french  to  attack  Ofwego.  Hav¬ 
ing  fettled  thefe  matters,  the  general  fet  out  on  the 
24th  of  Oftober,  in  a  whale  boat,  attended  by 
fome  battoes  •,  and  arrived  at  Albany  the  4th  of 
november. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  Ofwego  expedition  :  the 
fervice  which  the  general  did  there,  had  its  ufes;  but 
he  completed  nothing  •,  more  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  confidering  the  time  he  fpent  there  ;  he  cer¬ 
tainly  might  (from  the  feveral  accounts  which  we 
have  of  this  tranfaCtion)  have  left  Olwego  in  fuch  a 
condition,  as  to  have  had  nothing  to  tear  from  a 
french  invafion  ;  the  great  difficulty  of  tranfporting 
cannon  in  that  wild  country,  did  indeed,  in  fome 
meafure,  infure  the  1  aft y  of  the  fort ;  but  then  we 
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find  that  the  general  was  ftrangely  out,  in  his  imagin¬ 
ing  that  he  rendered  the  lake  fecure  by  his  naval 
force-,  he  ought  certainly  to  have  leftOfwego  in  fuch 
a  condition,  as  to  have  been  able  to  refift  any  force 
that  the  french  could  bring  again!*  it,  by  any  road 
whatever,  whether  by  land  or  the  lake  -,  and  this  furely 
the  general  might  have  done,  in  the  time  he  fpent 
there. 

I  fhall  now  purfue  the  account  I  gave  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  tranfaciions  under  colonel  Dunbar,  in  the 
fouthern  colonies.  Having  reached  fort  Cumberland, 
he  difpatched  an  indian  exprefs  to  general  Shirley, 
with  an  account  of  the  defeat,  and  the  necefiary  re¬ 
turns  refpeiffing  the  troops  under  his  command  ;  ac¬ 
quainting  him,  moreover,  with  his  intention  of  march¬ 
ing  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  hopes  of  meeting  his  orders 
at  Shippenfburg.  About  the  fame  time  Mr.  Din- 
widdie  wrote  to  Dunbar,  propofing  a  fecond  attempt 
on  fort  du  Quefne  -,  but  a  council  being  thereupon 
held,  the  members  of  which  were  col.  Dunbar,  lieut. 
col.  Gage,  governor  Sharpe,  major  Chapman,  major 
Sparke,  and  fir  John  St.  Clair/ it  was  unanimoufly 
conceived,  that  Mr.  Dinwiddie’s  fcheme  was  imprac- 
-  ticable.  The  very  next  day,  being  the  2d  of  auguft* 
Dunbar  began  his  march  towards  Philadelphia,  with. 
1600  men,  four  fix  pounders,  and  as  many  cohorns  ; 
leaving  behind  him  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  com¬ 
panies,  and  about  400  wounded.  At  this  fudden 
departure  of  the  forces,  the  Virginians  were  extreme¬ 
ly  difobliged,  as  not  only  expofing  their  frontiers  and 
occafioning  the  daily  defertion  ot  their  provincials  ; 
but  becaufe  the  enemy  in  flying  parties,  penetrated 
into  the  province,  and  on  many  of  the  inhabitants 
committed  robberies  and  murder.  Dunbar  certainly 
acted  right  in  retreating  to  Philadelphia  ;  for  this  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  in  that  province  was  feated  one  of  the 
molt  confiderable  cities  in  all  our  plantations,  which 
would  have  been  of  greater  confequence  to  the  french 
to  conquer,  than  ten  times  the  number  of  fcattered 
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fettlements  in  Virginia,  of  which  that  whole  province 
confiits.  .  r  r- 

Upon  the  advices  received  from  Dunbar,  Mr.  Shir¬ 
ley  gave  orders  for  renewing  the  attempt  •,  if  the 
fouthern  colonies  would  readily  afford  him  a  compe¬ 
tent  reinforcement :  governor  Morris  having  convened 
the  Penfuvania  affembly,  he  informed  them  of  the 
retreat  of  the  englifh  army,  and  in  a  well  drawn  pa- 
thetic  ipeecb,  preffed  them  to  vigorous  meafures  for 
the  defence  of  tneir  borders.  They  proceeded  lo  far, 
as  to  vote  the  raifing  50,000  1.  but  offering  a  bill  for 
taxing  the  proprietary  eftate,  an  immediate  rupture 
e.itiku  ;  and  in  this  manner  broke  up  an  aflembly  of 

as  obflinate  v - s,  as  any  fellons  that  ever  were  fent 

over  from  Great  Britain  thither  for  (laves.  Virginia 
being  almoft  equally  open  to  the  irruptions  of  the 
enemy,  four  companies  of  rangers  were  ordered  out, 
and  the  affembly  voted  40,0001.  for  furnifhing  1000 
men  for  the  defence  of  their  frontier.  About  the 
fame  time  the  council  and  aflembly  of  New  Jerfey 
met,  and  the  latter  voted  30,000].  for  the  public 
iii  vice  ;  bin  as  the  houfe  propoled  to  prolong  the 
currency  of  the  bills  for  nine  years,  to  which  Mr. 
Belcher  (thegovernor)  not  being  able  toalfent,  15,000  k 
only,  was  railed,  and  its  ufe  reftridted  to  keeping 
on  foot  her  regiment  at  Ofwego,  commanded  bv  col. 
Schuyler.  At  New  York,  the  houfe  of  representa¬ 
tives  affembled  on  the  5th  of  auguft,  and  fet  out  with 
a  generous  fpirit.  1  hey  refolved  to  reinforce  the 
provincial  army  deftined  for  Crown  Point  with  400, 
the  bill  was  adlually  pafled  the  houfe  for  that  purpofe  ; 
but  it  afterwards  dropped. 

About  a  month  before  the  departure  of  general 
Shirley  from  Ofwego,  major  general  Lyman  being 
advanced  with  the  troops  to  the  carrying  place,  about 
60  miles  from  Albany,  was  waiting  the  arrival  of  o-e- 
neral  Johnlbn,  who  fet  out  from  thence  the  8th  of 
auguft,  with  the  train  of  artillery.  Lyman  had  be¬ 
gun  a  fort  at  the  landing,  on  the  ealt  fide  of  Hud- 
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Jon’s  river,  now  called  fort  Edward,  About  the  latter 
end  of  the  month,  general  Johnfon,  with  the  main 
body,  moved  forward,  1 4  miles  more  northerly,  and 
pitched  his  camp  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George, 
before  called  lake  Sacrament.  By  fome  indians,  who 
had  been  fent  as  fcouts,  he  received  the  following 
advices  :  that  they  had  difcovered  a  party  of  french  and 
indians  at  Ticonderoga,  fituated  on  the  ifthmus  be¬ 
tween  the  north  end  of  lake  George  and  tne  iouthein 
part  of  the  lake  Champlain,  1 5  miles  on  this  fide 
Crown  Point  ;  but  no  works  were  then  thrown  up. 
To  have  fecured  this  pafs,  which  commanded  the 
route  to  Crown  Point,  through  the  latte,  had  been  a 
meafure  extremely  advileable.  Mr.  Johnfon,  informed 
of  its  importance,  on  the  ift  of  feptember,  wrote  to 
general  Shirley,  that  he  was  impatient  to  get  up  his 
battoes  ;  propofing  then  to  proceed  with  part  of  the 
troops,  and  feize  upon  that  pafs  ;  the  french  howevei 
took  advantage  of  this  delay  of  genet  al  Shu  ley  s,  and 
cut  out  work  enough  for  him  at  his  own  camp. 

The  french  Beet,  which  admiral  Bofcawen  failed 
in  the  fpring  to  intercept,  carried  over,  as  I  have  elfe- 
where  mentioned,  the  troops  deftined  roi  the  defence 
of  Canada,  with  Monf.  de  Vaudreuil,  governor  ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  baron  de  Diefkau,  commander  of  the 
forces.  The  french  court  well  apprifed  of  the  Angu¬ 
lar  confequence  of  Ofwego,  had  determined  to  re¬ 
duce  it.  Such  being  the  baron  s  inffrucuons,  he  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  to  Montreal,  from  whence  he 
detached  700  of  his  troops  up  the  river,  intending 
fiimfelf  fpeedily  to  join  them  with  the  remainder. 
Tuft  before  he  had  made  the  necelfary  preparations, 
Montreal  was  alarmed  with  the  news  of  our  form¬ 
ing  a  numerous  army  near  lake  St.  Sacrament,  io. 
the  reduction  of  fort  Frederick,  and  perhaps  to  pe¬ 
netrate  into  the  heart  of  Canada.  Yv  hereupon,  a. 
grand  council  being  held,  the  baron  was  importuned 
to  proceed  through  lake  Champlain,  for  the  defence^ 
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Of  that  fortrefs  :  nor  was  he  without  great  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  to  alter  his  intended  route.  '  ’ 

It  Teems  that  the  baron  de  Diefkau,  waited  in  ex¬ 
portation  of  our  army  coming  up  to  give  him  battle  ; 
but  being  difappointed  therein,  he  refolved  to  advance 
again  ft  Johnfon  ;  defigning,  if  he  proved  victorious, 
to  lay  vvafte  all  our  northern  colonies,  lay  the  towns 
of  Albany  and  Schenertady  in  alhes,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  with  OJwego.  For  the  execution  of 
which  defign,  he  embarked  at  fort  St.  Frederick,  with 
2000  men  in  battoes,  and  landed  at  the  fouth  bay,, 
about  1 6  miles  from  the  englifh  encampment ;  his  de- 
lign  was,  hi  ft  to  attack  and  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
fort  Edward,  and  then  attack  Mr.  johnfon  in  his 
camp  ;  this  he  propofed  to  his  troops,  and  was  heard 
with  plealure  by  the  regulars  of  his  army  ;  but  the 
Canadians  and  the  militia  were  very  much  averfe  to 
that  plan,  tney  agreed  to  the  attack  of  the  general 
in  his  camp,  as  they  expected  to  meet  with  no  can¬ 
non  to  oppofe  them  ;  in  this  however  they  were  mi- 
ftaken,  for  the  englifh  artillery  was  got 'up  to  the 
camp  from  fort  Edward  a  day  or  two  before  the 
action,  and  of  which  the  french  had  no  intelligence. 
Jhefkau,  thus  difappointed  in  his  principal  defign, 
changed  his  route,  and  began  to  move  againft  the 
main  body  at  the  lake.  General  Johnfon  had  re¬ 
ceived  advice  by  his  indian  fcouts,  that  the  enemy 
was  marching  towards  fort  Edward,  where  250  of 
tiie  New  Hampfhire  regiment,  and  five  companies  of 
the  New  York  regiment  were  ported,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  col.  Blanchard  ;  this  was  on  the  7th  of  fep- 
tember,  and  the  next  morning  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  detach  1000  men, 
in  order,  either  to  fuccour  fort  Edward,  or  meet  the 
french  genera]  in  his  return  from  that  port,  whether 
he  was  victorious  or  not.  Accordingly  this  body  of 
men  marched  about  nine  o’clock,  under  the  command 
of  col.  Williams,  an  officer  much  efteemed  for  his 
perfonal  bravery  and  good  conduct. 
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The  fituation  of  the  englifli  was  this  :  they  were 
encamped  on  the  banks  of  lake  George,  being  co¬ 
vered  on  either  fide  by  a  thick  wooded  fwamp ;  ia 
the  front,  the  general  had  thrown  up  a  bread:  work 
of  trees  felled,  to  which  he  drew  up  his  cannon,  that 
were  afterwards  of  great  fervice  to  him.  The  de¬ 
tachment  under  col.  Williams  was  beat  back  by  the 
french,  about  an  hour  and  half  after  their  departure  j 
being  much  inferior  to  the  enemy. 

About  eleven,  the  enemy  appeared  in  fight  *,  they 
marched  in  a  very  regular  order  towards  the  center 
of  the  englifh  army,  till  they  were  within  150  yards 
of  the  bread:  work  ;  when,  to  the  utter  adonifii- 
ment  of  the  englifh  general,  Diefkau  made  a  halt  for 
fome  time,  which  proved  his  ruin  ;  the  englifh  army 
was  in  fome  confiernation,  and  had  the  frenchman 
then  began  the  attack,  the  fortune  of  the  day  might 
probably  have  been  other  wife  *,  but  when  they  found 
the  french  army  made  this  ill-timed  halt,  their  fpi- 
rits  recovered,  and  they  prepared  to  refill  the  enemy 
with  an  alacrity,  which  forboded  the  approaching 
victory.  However,  Diefkau  began  the  attack,  at  the 
center  of  the  englifh  army,  in  good  order,  with  his 
regulars  :  the  Canadians  and  indians  were  concealed 
among  the  fwamps,  on  the  danks  of  the  englidi  army, 
and  maintained  an  irregular  and  flattered  fire.  I  he 
fird  regular  fire  from  the  french  were  their  regular  s 
platoons,  but  did  no  great  execution,  being  at  too 
great  a  didance  •,  on  which  the  englifh  artillery,  com¬ 
manded  by  capt.  Eyre,  began  to  play,  when  the  en¬ 
gagement' became  general  on  both  fides  *,  the  french 
regulars  behaved  well,  and  kept  their  ground  and  or¬ 
der  for  fome  time,  with  great  refolution  and  good 
conduit  •,  but  the  condant  fire  from  the  englifh  ar¬ 
tillery,  dilordered  them,  when  their  fire  became  very 
faint  :  they  then  moved  to  the  right,  and  attacked 
col.  Williams,  col.  Ruggles,  and  col.  Titcomb’s  re-r 
giments,  where  they  maintained  a  very  warm  fire  for 
hear  an  hour,  dill  keeping  up  their  fire  in  the  other 
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parts  of  the  line,  but  not  very  ftrong ;  the  three  re^ 
giments  on  the  right,  fupported  the  attack  fo  bravely, 
that  the  enemy  was  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs*, 
at  which  time  the  englifh  troops  and  indians  leaped 
the  breaftwork  purfued  the  enemy,  flaughtered  num¬ 
bers,  and  took  feveral  prifoners  ;  among  whom,  was 
the  baron  Diefkau,  the  french  commander  in  chief, 
which  made  the  victory  on  the  fide  of  the  englifh 
complete  ^  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ended  about  feven 
o’clock.  1  he  lofs  of  the  french  was  upwards  of  1000 
men  ;  that  of  the  conquerors  did  not  exceed  1 30  kill¬ 
ed  and  60  wounded  ;  col  Titcomb  was  killed,  major 
Johnfon  and  major-  Nichols  were  wounded.  Our 
greateft  lofs  was  in  the  detachment  under  col.  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  was  killed,  together  with  major  A  Alley, 
captains  Ingerfal,  Puter,  Ferral,  Stoddert,  M’Gimes 
and  Steevens,  all  indian  officers,  with  40  indians  and 
old  Hendrik,  the  famous  indian  fachem. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  this  engagement,  the 
indians  (fome  of  the  Mohawks  excepted)  retired  from 
the  camp,  and  did  not  join  the  army  till  after  the 
battle  *,  this  ffiows  us  very  plain,  that  our  good  friends 
the  indians  were  ready  to  join  the  conqueror,  whether 
trench  or  englifh  j  which  1  wonder  at  the  more,  as 
Mr.  Johnfon  was  allowed  to  have  an  univerfal  influence 
over  thofe  with  him  in  this  expedition.  But  the 
general’s  condudl  was  impeached  of  a  much  greater 
miftake  than  that  he  was  guilty  of,  in  putting  too. 
much  confidence  in  his  indians,  his  not  following  the 
blow  he  had  gained  ;  it  was  objected  againft  him, 
that  had  he  purfued  the  enemy  clofe,  with  fpirit,  he 
might  with  little  difficulty  have  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  Crown  Point,  the  chief  object  of  the  expedition. 
It  muft  be  allowed  that  if  we  confider  feveral  expref- 
fions  in  the  general’s  letter  to  the  governors  of  the 
colonies,  we  fhall  find  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  did 
not  make  the  molt  of  his  advantage  ;  and  his  feeming 
to  be  fo  much  afraid  of  a  “  more  formidable  attack,” 
makes  us  think  that  he  had  conceived  much  too  great 
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potions  of  the  enemy  he  had  conquered  :  as  to  hi$ 
own  perfonal  bravery,  I  never  heard  the  leaft  flur 
thrown  upon  that. 

Governor  Shirley,  as  I  mentioned  before,  arrived  at 
New  York,  from  Ofwego,  the  2d  of  december ; 
having,  before  he  left  Albany,  wrote  circular  letters  to 
the  feveral  governors  upon  the  continent,  as  far  weft- 
ward  as  Virginia,  fummoning  them  to  meet  him 
there,  in  order  to  form  a  council  of  war,  confiding 
(purfuant  to  one  of  his  majefty’s  inftruCtions  to  him) 
of  fuch  of  the  governors  upon  the  continent,  and 
field  officers  of  his  majefty’s  troops,  as  could  attend 
it.  The  council  met  the  12th,  and  although  the 
invitation  was  general,  it  confifted  but  of  few  mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr.  Shirley  opened  the  conference,  by  laying  be¬ 
fore  them,  his  majefty’s  inftrudtions  to  general  Brad- 
dock  ;  and  then  delivered  his  own  fentiments  to  the 
board  ;  who  declared  their  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Shirley’s  fchemes  ;  and,  in  particular,  that  it  was 
moft  effentially  neceffary,  at  all  events,  to  fecure  the 
navigation  of  the  lake  Ontario  ;  but  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  6000  troops  fhould  be  employed  in  the 
expedition  againft  the  french  forts  upon  that  lake, 
and  10,000  in  that  againft  Crown  Point;  and  as  to 
the  propofed  attempt  againft  fort  du  Quefne,  and  ope¬ 
rations  upon  the  river  Chaudiere,  they  were  of  opinion, 
they  fhould  be  carried  into  execution,  provided  it  could 
be  done  without  interfering  with  the  two  principal  ex¬ 
peditions  :  and  after  confidering  the  points  propofed  to 
them  by  Mr.  Shirley,  they  declared  it  to  be  their  una¬ 
nimous  opinion  that,  an  additional  number  of  regu¬ 
lar  troops  to  thofe  his  majefty  then  had  upon  the 
continent,  would  be  neceffary  for  effectually  recover¬ 
ing  and  fecuring  his  juft  rights  there.  The  refill t  of 
the  council  was,  that  Mr.  Shirley,  as  he  had  received 
intelligence,  that  the  french  were  building  veflels  of 
force  at  Frontenac,  ordered  a  fnow,  a  brigantine,  and 
a  (loop  to  be  built,  as  foon  as  pofiible  at  Ofwego ; 
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and  determined  to  make  preparations  for  carrying 
;nto  execution  the  before-mentioned  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  enfuing  year,  as  far  as  the  forces  he  then 
mould  have,  would  permit  him. 

Such  were  the  refolutions  taken  in  this  council  of 
war  •,  who  adopted  Mr.  Shirley’s  opinion  in  every 
thing,  and  indeed  with  great  reafon ;  for  certainly 
the  plan  of  operations  which  he  framed  and  laid  be- 
foie  them,  was  drawn  up  in  a  mafterly  manner,  and 
mowed  that  the  author  of  it  was  perfectly  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  bufinefs,  in  the  theory  at  leaft  • 
what  he  was  in  the  practice  of  it,  I  fhall  have  fur- 
ther  occafion  to  mention  hereafter. 

But  although  the  debates  and  refolutions  in  the 
cabinet  were  guided  by  wifdom,  prudence,  and 
forefight ;  the  operations  in  the  field,  afforded  but  a 
melancholy  proipeCt.  How  fruitlefs  wras  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  1755  !  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  englifh 
colonies  to  delpile  their  enemy  1  they  knew  their  own 
country  was  populous,  fertile,  and  great  part  of  it 
well  cultivated  ;  on  the  contrary,  Canada  was  barren, 
and  uncultivated,  and  had  not  a  fiftieth  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  were  in  their  own  •,  the  parallel  fa 
advantageous  to  the  englifh,  proved  almoft  their 
ruin  •,  exalted  with  thefe  notions  of  their  fuperiority, 
they  did  not  confider,  that  the  french  knowing  their 
own  inferiority,  were  rcfolved  to  make  up,  by  the 
moft  unremitting  diligence,  what  they  wanted  in 
point  of  numbers  ;  for  lome  time  the  event  anlwerecj 
their  expectations ;  for  furely  no  country  was  ever  in 
a  more  pitiful  condition,  than  the  englilh  colonies 
were  reduced  to,  by  means  of  the  incurfions  of  the 
french  and  their  indians  ;  the  defencelefs  country  was 
one  continued  fcene  of  all  the  horrors  of  war,  ren¬ 
dered  more  terrible  by  the  barbarous  manner  with 
which  the  indians  make  it.  General  Braddock,  in 
whom  their  greateft  hopes  were  centered,  was  de¬ 
feated,  and  their  enemies  pouring  in  upon  them,  like 
an  irrefiftible  torrent,  without  any  thing  to  oppofe 

them : 
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them  :  and  in  full  poffeffion  of  all  their  formidable 
encroachments :  all  the  englith  could  boaft  of  having 
done  (to  the  fouth  of  Nova  Scotia)  was  the  building 
two  paltry  forts  at  Ofwego,  and  they  not  comeplete ; 
and  the  fine  fpeeches  made  in  the  council  of  war  by 
the  commander  in  chief :  I  ant  fpeakingof  what  con¬ 
cerned  general  Shirley  •,  Mr.  Johnfon  indeed,  gained 
a  vidory  over  the  enemy,  which  had  very  great  con- 
fequences  j  but  as  to  Mr.  Shirley’s  expedition  to  Oi- 
wego,  in  which  he  fpent  fo  much  time  and  money  \ 

I  cannot  refied  on  it  without  regret.  The  manner 
in  which  the  year  1755  ended,  will  be  remembered 
in  the  annals  of  America,  with  forrow.  The  weak 
efforts  made  by  the  englifh  nation  to  recover  its  juft 
rights,  which  were  fo  fcandaloufly  trampled  upon  by 
the  french  ^  will  be  a  lafting  diigrace  to  the  politics 
of  a  people  who  makefo  confiderable  a  figure  in  Eu¬ 
rope,*  and  who  were  fo  able  to  prated  their  fellow 
fubjeds  in  America.  Indeed,  with  the  bleffing  of 
God,  they  have  fince  had  better  fuccefs  in  fo  juft  a 
caufe  •,  and  have  exulted,  with  reafon,  in  their  turn  •, 
but  under  different  generals,  direded  by  very  dif¬ 
ferent  councils.  It  will  be  my  bufinels  to  fhew  this 
hereafter ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
a  view  of  the  tranfadions  in  Europe  •,  which  flaall  be 
the  fubjed  of  the  next  chapter. 
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"  u-bie  •  although  neither  party  chofe  vet  to  de 
dare  themfelves  openly,  ftill  it  was  very  plain  from 
the  general  circumftances  of  the  two  nations  that 
matters  were  come  to  l'uch  a  crifis  tZh,  ■’  r 

fiblc.  »  be  healed.  I„  AmericTfe  ^VeZe 
pen  and  avowed,  and  it  was  expefred  to  be  the 
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o  far  from  it,  that  it  was  never  further  off.  Themini- 

!  ■'  y,  who  at  this  time  prefided  in  the  councils  of 

England,  would  have  been  glad  to  have  procured  a 

lading  peace  between  the  french  and  engliff  could 

they  have  been  able  to  do  it  without  forfeiting  their 

own  honour  or  what  perhaps  they  efteemed  a  greater 

ofs,  their  places.  Thefe  gentlemen  forefaw*  very 

plain,  that  as  loon  as  an  irruption  took  place  be^ 

freres  h  **  P™er  would  fall  to 
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feourt  at  the  beginning  of  a  war  :  urged  by  thefe 
feafens,  they  would  have  patched  up  matters  with 
the  french  court,  more  fpeedily  than  the  intereft  of 
their  country  required ;  if  the  nation  had  not  had  a 
truer  fenfe  of  the  inj  uries  received  from  the  french. 

In  this  ticklifh  fituation,  was  the  court  of  England, 

at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1756.  . 

This  year,  io  remarkable  in  the  annals  oi  Britain, 

was  uihered  in  by  the  ftrange  letter  *,  wrote  by  Monf. 
Rouille,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  king 
of  France,  to  Mr.  box,  iecretaiy  of  ftate  to  the  king 
of  England  ;  it  contained  a  pompous  juftification  of 
the  french  king’s  conduit,  and  complaining  of  the 
hoftilities  committed  by  the  englifh  ;  turning  the 
whole  blame  of  the  war  on  the  king  of  England. 
Mr.  Fox’s  anfwer  was  wrote  with  the  fame  defign, 
complaining  of  the  conduit  of  the  french  coui^t. 

Before  I  make  any  obfervations  on  the  frencn  me¬ 
morial,  I  fh all  juft  add  a  remark  on  Mi.  F  s  ma- 
magement  of  this  affair,  fo  far  as  it  concerned  his 
anfwer  ;  and  that  is,  the  fcandalous  manner  in  which 
the  nation  was  difgraced  by  the  beggarly  french,  in 
which  Mr.  F— ’s  letter  was  compofed,  and  as  luchwas 
printed  in  the  Paris  gazette.  I  leave  the  reader  to 
judge,  whether  it  is  becoming  the  honour  of  the  eng- 
lifti  nation,  for  its  firft  minifter  to  talk  to  a  foreign 
court  in  any  other  language  but  that  of  his  own  nation. 

Never  did  the  chicanary  of  the  court  of  trance 
appear  more  glaringly,  than  in  the  above  memorial ; 
nothing  is  more  fuiceptable  of  the  moft  mathemati¬ 
cal  demoftration,  than  that  Britain  was,  in  her  own 
moft  juft  defence,  forced  into  this  war  witn  trance: 
ftabbed  at  her  vitals  in  America,  (lie  was  either 
obliged  to  acquieice  fupinely  in  the  french  manifold 
invafions  there  •,  or  to  put  a  ftop  to  them  by  repelling 
the  aggreffion  with  a  commencement  of  holdlities. 
An  immediate  declaration  of  war  would,  perhaps, 

have  been  more  confonant  to  the  eftabliihed  forms 

of 

*  Vide  appendix. 
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o  practice;  but  fince  the  french  themfelves  had  not 
paid  any  regard  to  them,  in  their  own  procedure ; 
they  could,  at  leaft,  with  the  worle  grace  complain  of 
oui  having  followed  the  bad  example  they  had  fet  us  • 
which  was  not  the  leSs  real,  for  its  being  the  lefs  ma¬ 
nifest  to  the  reft  of  Europe. 

But  to  clear  up  beyond  doubt  the  falfity  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  this  memorial,  we  need  but 
confider  the  following  matters  of  fact,  relating  to  it. 
It  Should  be  remembered,  that  in  january  1755,  the' 
french  ambaffador  returned  to  London,  and  made 
great  proteftations  of  his  court’s  fincere  defire,  finally 
and  Speedily  to  adjuft  all  difputes  between  the  two 
crowns  concerning  America  :  and  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  preparations  which  were  at  that 
time  making  in  the  ports  of  France,  her  ambaffador 
propofed,  “  That  before  the  ground  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  quarrel  Should  be  enquired  into, 

“  pofitive  orders  Should  be  immediately  fent  to  our 
refpedtive  governors,  forbidding  them  to  under- 
“  take  any  new  enterprife,  or  proceed  to  any  adt  of 
“  hostility  ;  and  enjoining  them,  on  the  contrary,  to 
“  put  things  without  delay,  with  regard  to  the  lands 
“  on  the  Ohio,  on  the  fame  Sooting  that  they  were, 

“  or  ought  to  have  been  before  the  war ;  and  that 
“  the  refpedtive  claims  Should  be  amicably  referred 
“  to  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  that  the  two  courts 
might  terminate  the  difference  by  a  ipeedy  accom- 
“  modation.” 

i  he  britifh  court  immediately  declared  its  readinefs 
to  content  to  the  propofed  ceffation  of  hostilities,  and 
that  all  the  points  in  difpute  might  be  difcuffed  and 
terminated  by  the  ministers  of  the  two  crowns;  but 
on  this  condition,  that  all  the  poffeffions  in  America 
Should  be  previously  put  on  the  foot  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  ;  there¬ 
fore,  the  king  of  England  propofed,  “  That  the 
“  poffeffion  of  the  land  on  the  Ohio  Should  be  re- 
“  Stored  to  the  footing  it  was  on  at  the  conclu- 

“  fion 


tion  of  the  faid  treaty,  which  was  renewed  by  that 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle  ;  and  moreover,  that  the  other 
>  pofieffions  in  north  America  fhould  be  reftored  to 
u  the  fame  condition  in  which  they  aftually  were,  at 
<c  the  figning  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and 
“  agreeable  to  ceftions  and  fhipulations  therein  ex- 
preffed :  and  then  the  method  of  informing  the 
cc  refpeftive  governors,  and  forbidding  them  to  un~ 
dertake  any  new  enterpriie,  or  aft  of  hoftility, 
4t  might  be  treated  of ;  and  the  claims  of  both  par- 
cx  ties  referved,  to  be  fpeedily  and  finally  adjufted, 
<c  in  an  amicable  manner  between  the  two  courts. J> 
That  is  to  fay,  that  France  fhould  repay  the  injury 
.  done  by  open  force,  before  the  parties  fhould  enter 
into  treaty  about  the  claim  of  right,  after  which  the 
poffefiions  of  both  parties  might  be  fettled  on  the 
foot  of  a  definitive  agreement. 

The  reafon  for  the  french  court’s  proceeding  in  this 
manner,  is  very  palpable  :  nothing  would  have  ferved 
their  turn  fo  well,  as  referring  the  cafe  to  be  agreed 
on  by  the  commiflioners  at  Paris ;  and  the  reafon  is 
very  plain  ;  no  fooner  fhould  we  have  ordered  our 
american  governors  to  defift  from  any  afts  of  hofti¬ 
iity,  and  referred  our  caufe  to  negociation  ;  but  the 
french  would  have  bet  about  ftrengthening  themfelves 
in  America,  by  fupplies  from  Europe,  in  finch  a 
manner,  that  they  would  at  this  day  have  been  lupe- 
rior  to  the  englifh  in  that  country ;  and  not  only 
have  fecured  to  themfelves,  the  encroachments  they 
had  already  made,  but  would  in  ail  probability  have 
conquered  all  the  back  fettlements  belonging  to  the 
englifh  colonies ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  french 
writer,  have  “  drove  the  engliih  into  the  fea.” 

Negotiations  at  this  period  extended  further  than 
juft  between  the  two  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  ;  the  two  kings  of  England  and  Pruffia,  at 
this  time,  thought  it  neceffary  for  each  other’s  welfare 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  a  treaty  to  keep  all 
foreign  troops  from  entering  the  empire;  which  were 

F  fpeedily 
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fpeedily  brought  to  a  conclufion  ;  for  a  treaty  was 
figned  between  thefe  two  powers,  on  the  16th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  this  year  :  the  reafons  given  by  the  britifli 
miniltry  tor  taking  this  meafure,  were  chiefly  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  defign,  to  keep  the  french  from  in-* 
vading  the  electorate  of  Hanover  ;  which  it  was  very 
natural  to  expeft  they  would  really  do,  after  they  had 
threatened  it  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe.  The  fub- 
fiance  of  this  treaty  was  as  follows : 

I.  r hat  Great  Britain  with  her  allies,  and  Pruflia* 
fhall  mutually  aflift  each  other,  in  endeavouring  to' 
keep  all  foreign  troops  from  entering  the  empire. 

II.  1  hat  Great  Britain  fhall  pay  20,000  1.  as  an  in¬ 
demnification  for  the  captures  of  that  merchandize, 
which  was  taken  on  board  pruflian  bottoms,  and  fold 
during  the  laft  war,  and  in  return,  that  Pruffia  fhall 
pay  the  Silefia  loan. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  moft  important 
article  of  this  treaty  is,  that  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies,  and  Pruflia,  fhall  mutually  aflift  each  other  in 
endeavouring  to  keep  all  foreign  troops  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  empire.  And  here  it  is  neceflary  to  recall  to 
mind,  the  treaty  concluded  the  laft  year  with  Ruflia, 
by  which,  as  I  before  fhewed,  the  Ruffians  were  to 
aft  in  Germany,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  his 
britannic  majefty.  From  this  it  appears,  that  thefe 
two  treaties  with  Ruflia  and  Pruflia  are,  at  leaft, 
ieemingly  contradiftory  to  each  other  ;  for  by  the 
ruffian  treaty,  the  ruffians  are  to  march  into  Germa¬ 
ny,  for  the  purpofes  of  that  treaty  ;  and  by  the  pruf- 
fian  treaty,  they  are  excluded  from  entering  the  em¬ 
pire,  being  foreign  troops.  I  know  to  this,  many 
lpecious  political  arguments  are  ufed  by  the  friends 
of  the  englifh  miniftry,  to  perfuade  the  world,  that 
thefe  two  treaties  are  not  in  the  lead  oppofite  and 
contradiftory  to  one  another,  being  folely  defigned 
for  the  proteftion  of  Hanover  againft  the  french;  but 
I  muft  confefs,  that  in  my  humble  opinion,  nothing 
can  be  more  feemingly  inconfiftent ;  I  fay  feemingly, 

for 
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fof  we  know  not  what  private  reafons,  (there  certainly 
can  be  no  public  ones)  might  induce  the  engliih  mi- 
niftry  to  have  concluded  this  treaty.  In  fhort,  this 
is  one  of  thofe  furprifing  turns  in  the  political  world* 
which  aftonifhes  every  one,  as  it  leaves  every  one  in 
the  dark*  and  which  nothing  but  time  can  make  ap¬ 
pear  in  its  true  light. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe  were  at  this  time 
extremely  critical ;  every  day  produced  fome  new 
reafons  to  believe,  that  a  war  was  become  inevitable 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  *,  and  it  was  much 
feared,  that  the  quarrel  between  thefe  two  nations 
would  involve  the  reft  of  Europe  in  the  war;  by 
reafon  of  the  open  declarations,  which  France  every 
where  made  of  her  intentions,  to  march  an  army  into 
the  ele&orate  of  Hanover  ;  which  it  was  thought 
would  engage  fome  of  the  german  princes  in  the 
quarrel,  as  foon  as  any  french  troops  invaded  the 
empire.  In  the  North,  matters  did  not  bid  lo  fairly 
for  War,  as  every  thing  was  peaceable  in  thole  king¬ 
doms  ;  but  the  fcene  of  negotiations  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  at  this  time,  was  the  Hague  ; 
where  the  minifters  of  the  two  belligerant  powers 
were  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  procure  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  republic,  for  their  refpective  mailers.  It 
was  then  (the  13th  of  february)  that  col.  York,  the 
king  of  Great  Britain’s  ambaffador  at  the  Hague, 
delivered  to  their  high  mightinelfes  an  important  me¬ 
morial,  importing,  “  That  although  his  mailer  had 
convinced  all  Europe  of  his  defire  to  maintain  the 
general  peace  that  had  lately  fubfifted ;  yet  he  found 
himfelf  threatened  with  a  war  being  kindled  in  his 
Pwn  dominions.  That  F ranee  was  at  that  time  mak¬ 
ing  immenfe  preparations  of  all  kinds,  particularly 
on  the  northern  coafts,  which  were  evidently  defigned 
againll  Great  Britain;  and  which  the  french  minifters 
at  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  had  confirmed,  by  their 
declarations.  That  thefe  motives  had  obliged  the 
king  to  demand  the  6000  men,  to  be  fent  ever  to  his 
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afliffance,  which  the  republic  was  bound  to  do  by 
treaty ;  and  that  the  neceffary  flipping  for  their  em¬ 
barkation,  would  be  got  ready  immediately.” 

This  memorial  gave  a  clear  and  juft  account  of 
the  great  preparations  which  France  was  at  this  time 
making  on  all  fides.  It  is  true,  their  deHination  was 
not  then  known  ;  but,  they  were  certainly  very  alarm¬ 
ing  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain  ;  there  were  at  lead: 
40,000  men  affembled  in  Flanders,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  two  marfhals  of  France,  thefe  troops  were 
polled  there,  for  two  reafons ;  the  firft  to  be  ready  to 
annoy  England,  and  fecondly  to  awe  the  dutch  ; 
for  the  french  ambafifador  at  the  Hague,  threatened 
the  Hates  general  with  an  invafion,  if  they  complied 
with  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the 
6000  men.  All  the  ports  of  France  at  this  time  re¬ 
founded  with  the  noife  of  preparations,  which  tended 
to  invade  Great  Britain  :  troops  from  all  the  inland 
parts  of  the  kingdom  were  continually  fwarming 
towards  the  northern  coaft.  Indeed,  in  this  cafe,  it 
is  natural  for  the  reader  to  alk  how  it  came  about, 
that  England  v/as  at  this  time  lo  deflitute  of  national 
force ;  for  really  it  does  not  appear,  but  that  the 
kingdom  was  not  fo  very  weak,  as  to  make  it  necef¬ 
fary  to  call  in  the  afliffance  of  the  troops,  which 
Holland  was  by  treaty  obliged  to  furnilli ;  but  Hill 
as  the  dutch  were  bound  to  luccour  us,  it  was  judged 
a  neceffary  meafure  to  demand  the  lupply  of  6000 
men,  as  we  might  by  that  means  perceive  how  they 
flood  affefted  towards  the  englilli. 

The  truth  was,  thefe  phlegmetic  friends  were  fo 
much  under  the  influence  of  France,  that  upon  the 
french  ambaffadoFs  prefenting  a  memorial  to  the 
Hates  general,  on  account  of  the  demand  made  by 
England,  they  refufed  to  fend  the  fuccours,  although 
they  were  bound  fo  to  do  by  treaty;  nor  will  they 
furprife  us  much,  when  we  confider  the  quantity  of 
french  gold  that  was  made  ufe  of  to  procure  this  re- 
folve,  which  refledled  lb  much  dilhonouron  the  Hates 
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of  Holland  ;  but  France  is  never  without  her  pen- 
fioners  at  the  Hague. 

Mutters  were  become  fo  warlike  between  the 
two  nations,  that  many  in  England  really  believed, 
that  the  french  intended  to  invade  us  ;  it  is  veiy  plain 
that  the  miniftry  did  not  think  themfelves  perfectly 
fecure,  from  a  meffage  which  his  majefty  fent  to  the 
parliament,  in  which  he  acquainted  them  that  he 
had  received  i'ure  advice  of  a  defign  formed  by  France 
to  invade  his  kingdoms,  which  his  majefty  had  great 
reafon  to  believe  true,  from  the  immenle  prepara¬ 
tions  making  on  the  coaft  of  France  :  that  his  ma- 
iefty  had,  with  their  advice,  augmented  his  iorces> 
'and  made  a  requifition  of  a  body  of  heffian  tioops, 
to  be  brought  over,  as  they  are  obliged  to  be  by 
treaty:  that  his  majefty  doubted  not,  but  he  mould 
be  lupported  on  this  occafion  by  his  parliament,  in 
oppofition  to  any  ftich  daring  attempts. 

Never  did  any  parliament  fhew  more  unanimity 
than  was  difcovered  on  reading  this  meffage  •,  it  was 
agreed,  without  any  oppolltion,  that  an  addiefs.  of 
thanks  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  affuiing 
him  of  their  inviolable  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
government,  againft  the  hoftile  attempts  of  France^ 

In  return  for  lo  much  loyalty  and  affedtion,  his 
majefty  aniwered,  k  d  hat  he  thanked  them  foi  theii 
“  repeated  affurances  of  their  unalterable  zeal, 

“  duty,  and  affedtion  to  him,  on  this  occafion,  and 
“  has  "the  utmoft  confidence  in  their  vigorous  fup- 

port.” 

As  I  have  feveral  times  mentioned  the  alarm  that 
prevailed  in  England,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  of  a 
french  invafion,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  acquaint  the 
reader,  that  the  parliament  was  now  fo  much  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  nation  was  really  in  danger,  as  to  ad- 
drefs  the  king,  to  bring  over  a  body  of  the  hano- 
verian  troops,  for  the  protection  of  the  kingdom* 
againft  the  defigns  of  France  *,  to  which  his  majefty 
returned  the  following  anfwer^  “  I  am  always  very 
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ament°  f °a  r7  thuln?  that  'S  aSreeab!e  t0  my  parfk 
nl.  ’  ‘,nd  f°r  r,he  benefit  and  fecurity  of  my  peo- 

P  >  and  as  both  houfes  defire  that  a  body  of  mv 

fiTHnn  j°?pS  fll0lrd  be  brou§ht  over  hither,  to 
defence  of  this  kingdom,  in  the  prefent 

’  ""  g've  immcduK  OTdCTS 
SS.kfJf"1'  “  %  what  co»Id  poS 

(ion  ,  h  fuch  an  nniverfal  dread  of  an  inva- 

non,  as  at  this  time  ran  through  all  degrees  of  neo 

P  e  ,  K  higheft  to  the  Ce<t.  ££ 

vvi  ,  f  hls  eonntry  and  efleems  its  honour 

.  °v  back  upon  it  with  deteftation.  Will  it 

tion  eth-CmCied  £°r  the  dilhon°nr  of  the  britiffi  na- 

e  edWat"  5CHaS  V*  the  afMance  of  the 

e.eccorate  of  Hanover,  to  defend  herfelf  acainfr  an 
imaginary  danger ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  all’ 

deftined^fo  prePJratI0ns  of  France,  were,  at  this  time, 

f  .llv  !d  *  a  dldc,re?C  exPediti°n,  which  afterwards 
difl  PPeared  :  and  this  difgrace  is  yet  more  fully 
dilplayed  when  we  confider,  that  at  this  time,  very 
few  enghfh  troops  were  abfent  in  the  Eaft  or  Wefl-In- 
dics,  or  the  amencan  colonies.  Would  it  not  have 
been  more  honourable  in  the  nation,  to  have  raifed 
an  aimy  of  the  natives  to  defend  their  own  country 

n  P  ^n?'  'n  |T  nT'ftaunre  °f  foreiSners  ;  and  after 
o  r  r  l7  7  and  buftIe  that  was  made  in  trumpeting 
fend  d  d  Ser  the  natl0n  was  in,  when  it  was  pre- 
Qcd  th.at  a  concatination  of  events  foretold  this 
(..mgcr,  that  after  all,  it  /hould  turn  out  a  mere  lira- 
tagem  of  the  french  court,  to  deceive  the  enghfh  mb 

As  I  am  now  mentioning  the  affairs  of  the  narlia 
ment  this  fdfion,  for  the  lake  of  perfpicuity,  V  wfl] 
continue  my  account  till  the  end  of  the  feffion  •  fir  11 
taking  notice  of  the  meffage  which  his  majefty  fent 
”°  DOul  fi°uk‘s,  tne  iithof  may,  lignifying,  “  That 
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u  ys  majefty  being  defirous  to  be  prepared  againft 
“  all  attempts  and  defigns  whatfoever,  that  may  be 
kc  formed  by  his  enemies  in  the  prefent  critical  con- 
jundure,  and  confidering  that  fudden  emergencies 
may  arife,  which  may  be  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
er  ance,  and  be  attended  with  the  moft  pernicious 
er  confequences,  if  proper  means  Should  not  be  im- 
«  mediately  applied,  to  prevent  or  defeat  them  ;  his 
««  majefty  hoped,  that  he  (hall  be  enabled  by  his  par- 
liamenr,  to  concert  and  take  tuch  meafures  as  may 
“  be  neceffary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprises 
or  defio-ns  of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exigency  of 
fc  affairs  may  require.55  To  this  meffage  both  houfes 
prefented  the  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  addreffes  ;  but 
what  was  much  more  conducive  to  the  defign  in 
his  majefty’s  meffage,  was  the  famous  resolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  confequence  of  this  mef- 
fage,  whereby  they  granted  his  majefty  one  million 
upon  account  ;  a  generofity  hardly  to  be  paralleled; 
and  this  vote  was  in  fad  the  moft  important  piece 
of  bu  finds  performed  this  feffon  of  parliament.  On 
the  27th  of  may,  his  majefty  made  a  lpeech  to  both 
fioufes  of  parliament ;  the  following  is  them  oft  ma¬ 
terial  paffage  : 

1 

cc  The  injuries  and  hostilities,  which  have  been  foi 
fome  time  committed  by  the  french  againft  my  do¬ 
minions  and  fubjeds,  are  now  followed  by  the  adual 
invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca  ;  which  ftands  gua¬ 
rantied  to  me  by  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  and 
in  particular  by  the  french  king.  I  have  therefore 
found  myfelf  obliged,  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  of  the  rights  of  my  people,  to  de¬ 
clare  war  in  form  againft  France.  I  rely  on  the 
divine  protedion,  and  the  vigorous  afiiftance  01  my 
faithful  fubjeds,  in  fo  juft  a  caufe.55 

After  this  Speech,  the  lord  chancellor  Signified  his 
maiefty’s  pleafure,  that  both  houfes  Should  feverally 
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adjourn  themfelves  until  iune  t-ln.  yc*j,  t_-  ,  , 
accordingly  Hid  •  m,)  J  f  j  lSth,  which  they 

^SS-®4  ‘he^  *''P* 

been^even 'more  ^  feffi°n  ,°f  par,iament>  th«  had 

late  years  at  leaff  T  T  1120  any,  former  ones>  of 

breV1tT  P f  “":ent%y-affajr!  «««««•  fcr  the  fake  of 
j-n V  a5  ?f  Mitorca,  which  his  ma- 

UZT:  i1;;:  rsh-  ^zTr thc  rea*r's 

cooec  of  an  affair  equally’  inglorious  to  my'cZvy 
f"ia'%lKfC  “  1  ,houk1  '™embyer  ,o  „£ 

£,h  of  -a-  “,'hc  ff.l  “  “,0n’  that  is  0n  tllc  3d  and 
T,  ,  ]  -1’  ?he  fo]lowing  votes  were  pafled  : 

of  6  -  L  fnnr  6  ?iant,eci  t0  ,lls  majefty,  for  the  charge 

artillery"  of  Jh^V  16  generaI  officers  and  train  of 
T  fff  °f  the  heffian  troops,  from  february  22d 

fublidV  D°crWrer  24  f°llorwinSr  together  with  the 

MavS  S l treaty,  i63357l  g  s.  gd. 

_pr  1  YJ'  For  the  charge°f  86 05  foot,  with  the  o-e. 
eral  officers,  tram  of  artillery  and  hofpital,  of  die 

Z  fr°n\may  1 756, "odecember 

24  roiiowing,  121447  1.  2  s.  6d. 

1  21-h  eonfequence  of  thefe  votes,  we  find  that  on  the 
if  I1  of  ma>b  two  men  of  war,  with  45  tranlports 

anTofec  0i0„°Meman  f°°j  and  9°°  h°*  °»  O 
a  Sonhq  Margateroad,  and  on  the  15th  landed 

a  S  outhampton  ;  with  a  large  train  of  artillery 

P  '  os  Tnir  iMO  d,8ta  «8n„e„ts,  ten  cS 
panes  in  a  regiment,  eighty  men  in  a  comnanv  • 

each  regiment  having  ninety  engineers,  eighty- feven 

hoi  fes,  and  eight  field  pieces.  The  principal  officers 

were  the  lieutenant  general,  count  Ifenburg,  knight 

of  the  teutonic  order,  who  wasthefirft  in  command  • 

beutenant  general  baron  Diebe,  knight  of  the  fame 

ftenburJ  brCTmand?  **  artilIery  ’  and  baron  Fur* 
uenburg,  brother  to  the  count,  major  generals.  The 

troops 
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troops  made  a  fine  appearance,  beinggenerally  ftreight, 
tall,  and  {lender  ;  their  uniform  was  blue,  turned  up 
with  red,  and  laced  with  white,  in  imitation  of  fil- 
ver.  The  officers,  who  were  all  well  made,  were 
richly  dreffed  in  blue,  laced  with  gold,  with  that  on 
their  hats  remarkably  broad.  They  were  quartered 
in  the  neighbouring  towns,  where  they  obferved  the 
ftridteft  difcipline. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  hanoverians  landed  at  Chatham, 
to  the  number  of  10,000  men,  and  began  their  march 
in  two  divifions ;  the  firft  for  Maidftone,  and  the 
other  for  Canterbury.  They  were  received  with  great 
civility,  and  behaved  with  remarkable  regularity.  At 
Maidftone,  lome  little  difturbance  happened,  and 
complaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer, 
“  Point  me  out  the  man,55  faid  he,  “  and  prove  him 
“  the  aggreftor,  and  you  fhall  fee  him  hanged  im- 
“  mediately  f 5  but  this  was  thought  too  fevere,  and 
no  particular  man  was  pitched  upon.  Thefe  hano¬ 
verians,  and  the  heffian  troops  were  thought  at  that 
time  to  be  lome  of  the  beft  foldiers  in  Europe  ;  and 
we  have  fince  found  them  to  behave  with  the  great- 

eft  honour  and  braverv. 

*  4  ¥ 

Amidft  all  thefe  preparations  for  war,  which  had 
really  brought  on  an  open  rupture  between  the  two 
nations  *,  all  Europe  was  furprifed  that  neither  of 
the  belligerent  powers  had  yet  declared  war  in  due 
form.  It  was  a  matter  of  aftonifhment  to  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  mankind,  to  fee  two  powerful  kingdoms  at 
open  war,  without  any  public  univerfal  manifefto  con¬ 
cerning  the  reafons  for  their  attacking  one  another. 
At  laft  however,  his  britannic  majeftv  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  obferve  this  ufual  decorum,  and  accordingly 
declared  war  againft  France  on  the  17th  of  may*, 
and  that  of  France  againft  England  was  on  the 
9th  of  june. 

Such  were  the  ftate  of  affairs  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  in  Europe,  at  the  time  war  was  declared.  In 
the  Eaft-Indies,  matters  went  on  much  fafter,  and 

more 


(  74  ) 

more  prolperoufly  to  the  englifh  ;  it  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  ot  this  year,  that  the  famous  pyrate  Tu- 
lagee  Angria  was  conquered,  and  rooted  out  of  his 
ftrong  hold  at  fort  Geriah,  by  the  englifh  forces  un¬ 
der  colonel  Clive.  But  before  we  can  give  any 
account  of  the  aftion  itfelf,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
lay  fomething  concerning  fo  extraordinary  a  man,  as 
him  we  are  fpeaking  off.  It  feems  that  fome  years 
ago,  the  anceftors  ot  Angria  were  viceroys  to  the 
great  moghul,  and  governed  a  fine  country  on  the 
Caromandel  coaft,  where  they  lived  with  great  lplen- 
dor  and  opulence  •,  and  by  means  of  the  great  riches 
they  amafled,  were  enabled  for  a  confiderable  time 
to  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  the  moghul  ;  but  were 
afterwards  reduced  to  obedience  by  a  fovereign  prince, 
whofe  dominions  lay  to  the  fouth  of  thofe  of  Angria, 
who  was  called  the  fouth  raja  ;  this  prince  impofed 
a  tribute  on  Angria,  which  was  regularly  paid  for 
fome  years,  till  Tulagee  Angria  refufed,  about  the 
year  1754;  at  which,  the  fouth  raja  was  highly  pro¬ 
voked  ;  and  to  chaftife  the  infolence  of  Angria’s  be¬ 
haviour,  marched  an  army  into  his  country,  and 
blocked  up  all  his  towns  ;  the  moft  confiderable  of 
which,  were  the  ports  of  Zivanchi,  Antiguria,  Da- 
bul,  and  fouth  Kook.  And  to  enable  himfelf  the 
more  readily  to  deftroy  his  enemy,  he  lent  to  the  eng- 
lifh  at  Bombay,  to  defire  them  to  affift  him,  in  his 
conquefi:  of  Angria. 

With  this  requell;  the  englifh  complied  ;  and  admi¬ 
ral  Watfon  commanding  at  that  time  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  he  afiifted  at  a  council  of  war  held  at  Bombay 
on  the  6th  of  february.  The  land  forces  were  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Clive.  The  admiral  at¬ 
tacked  Geriah  on  the  12th,  and  it  furrendered  on  the 
13th. 

In  the  fort  were  found  250  iron  and  brafs  cannon  of 
all  fizes,  and  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ammunition  of 
all  forts,  provifions,  rich  goods,  and  many  other  com¬ 
modities.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  about  300  men, 

though 
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though  there  were  above  2000  in  the  fort.  In  filver  ru¬ 
pees  were  found  about  100,000  1.  and  in  other  effects 
near  30,000!.  The  admiral  left  about  300  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company’s  troops,  as  many  feapoys,  and  3  or  4 
of  the  company’s  armed  veffels  in  the  harbour,  for 
the  defence  of  the  place,  as  it  was  judged  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fituated  for  the  intereft  of  the  company, 
and  very  tenable. 

In  this  fuccefsful  manner  ended  the  expedition 
againft  Angria  ;  which  was  of  infinite  fervice  to  the 
Eaft-India  company’s  affairs,  as  it  rooted  a  notorious 
pyrate  from  his  fortrefs  of  the  greateft  confequence 
to  him.  It  is  thought  that  col.  Clive  got  above 
j  00,000 1.  by  this  affair,  and  the  admirals  and  other 
officers  were  equally  fortunate  in  this  important  con- 
queft.  The  french  in  this  part  of  the  world  looked 
with  a  very  envious  eye  upon  this  fuccefs ;  as  no  doubt 
they  did  not  care  to  fee  the  exaltation  of  a  company, 
who  were  the  enemies  of  that  nation,  and  who  were 
every  day  excelling  them  in  their  trade.  This  was 
the  fir  ft  warlike  expedition  of  confequence  in  the  Eaft> 
Indies  this  war. 
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CHA  P.  VI. 

Nava!  affairs  in  the  beginning  of  1756.  Hawke  fails 
from  St.  Hellenes.  Rumours  of  a  french  invafion .  Hoi- 
bourn  fails  for  north  America.  Bofcawen  from  St.  Hel~ 
Jen  s.  Hawke  with  his  fleet  arrives  at  Spithead.  Pre¬ 
parations  at  T onion.  State  of  the  affairs  of  Europe . 

E  be  french  fleet  fails  from  Toulon.  Siege  of  St.  Philip's. 
Byng  fails  from  St ,  Hellen's.  Battle  off  Minorca .  Fort 
St.  Philip's  furrenders .  Reflexions.  Hawke  takes  the 
command  from  Byng.  Lord  Tyrawley  arrefts  general 
Powke .  Byng  and  powke  arrive  in  England. 

IT  has  with  great  reafon  been  made  a  matter  of 
wonder,  that  the  french  monarchy  has  been  able 
tor  near  a  century  paft,  to  produce  at  the  fame  time 
fuch  powerful  armaments  both  by  fea  and  land.  No 
other  nation  in  Europe  has  been  fo  powerful  at  fea 
and  land  at  the  fame  time  as  France,  except  England  ; 
and  the  naval  ftrength  of  England  has  never  flood 
fuch  fevere  trials  as  that  of  France.  The  power  and 
reiources  of  a  nation  are  beft  difcovered  by  its  Ioffes  ; 
every  war  that  has  happened  between  France  and 
England,  fince  Charles  the  firfl’s  time,  has  never 
failed  to  be  more  ruinous  to  the  former  than  the 
latter  ;  and  many  times  has  been  entirely  deftroyed, 
more  particularly  at  the  end  of  the  war  of  1740, 
I  he  arms  of  Great  Britain  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  the 
beginning  of  this  war,  neither  by  fea  nor  land,  as  the 
greatnefs  of  our  preparations  might  have  infpired  us 
with  the  hopes  of.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year 
particularly,  all  the  ports  of  England  refounded  with 
the  noife  of  naval  armaments  ;  the  rigorous  method 
of  preffing  men  to  man  the  fleet  was  now  adopted 
with  the  utmofl  fe verity,  and  many  thoufands  of 
able  hands  were  picked  up  throughout  all  England  ; 
infomuch,  that  mofl  part  of  the  month  of  January 

we 
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W‘e  had  a  noble  fleet  riding  at  Spithead,  befides  fe- 
veral  ftrong  fquadrons  at  fea,  to  protect  our  own 
trade  and  annoy  that  of  the  enemy.  The  naval  af¬ 
fairs,  though  they  are  always  of  importance,  and  ne- 
cefiary  to  be  known,  towards  a  peifedt  underftanding 
of  the  prefent  quarrel  between  the  two  nations,  yet, 
durino-  the  beginning  of  1756,  we  meet  with  few 
fquadrons,  that  failed  from  britifh  ports,  whofe  mo¬ 
tions  are  any  ways  inftrudtive  to  the  reauei  ;  the  molt 
material  one  at  this  time  was,  fir  Edward  Hawke’s 
expedition.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty  having  been 
informed  that  fix  french  men  of  war  had  failed  from 
Breft,  ordered  admiral  Hawke  on  the  27th  of  fe- 
bruary  to  put  to  fea  immediately,  but  he  yvas  de¬ 
tained  till  the  1 2th  of  march  by  contrary  winds,  on 
which  day  he  failed  with  the  Eaft-India  fhips,  to  con¬ 
voy  them  150  leagues  weftward  of  Ufhant.  He  was 
then  ordered  to  return  to  cape  Ortegal,  and.cruife 
in  the  bay,  to  prevent  the  french  {hips  putting  to 
fea  from  Breft  or  Rochfort,  or  to  intercept  the  afore- 
faid  french  fquadron.  This  fquadron  confifted  of 
eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate.  . 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  according  to  his  inftruftions 
cruifed  till  the  beginning  of  may,  for  the  french, 
but  unluckily  was  not  able  to  effedft  any  thing. 
He  returned  to  Spithead  the  8  th  with  part  of  his 
fquadron. 

During  the  firft  part  of  this  year,  the  french  had 
by  all  the  arts  and  means  in  their  power  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  perfuade  the  englifh,  that  they  really  intended 
to  invade  them.  It  is  even  to  this  day  a  doubt,  whe¬ 
ther  the  french,  at  the  time  we  are  {peaking  of,  had 
ever  really  determined  to  attempt  an  invafion.  I  he 
preparations  they  made  were  certainly  confiderable  ; 
and  it  was  confidently  talked  of,  at  moll  of  the  courts 
of  Europe,  that  England  was  in  great  danger..  It 
was  at  this  time  the  common  topic  of  converfation ; 
thofe  who  were  moft  perfuaded  of  the  reality  of.  the 
french  defigning  to  invade  us,  faid  even  in  a  pofitive 
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manner,  (and  the  advices  that  were  received  from 
the  Hague  on  this  head  corroborated  exactly  with 
at  opinion)  that  the  plan  for  invading  Great  Britain 
was  propoied  by  M.  de  Belleifle,  who  offered  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  execution  thereof;  but  that  he  had  been 
violently  oppofed  by  M.  de  Seychelles.  The  mar- 
hai  s  plan,  was  not  to  attack  any  of  the  powers  on  the 
continent,  and  particularly  to  leave  Hanover  quiet  • 
but  at  the  lame  time  to  affemble  three  large  armies 
on  the  frontiers  of  Alface,  Flanders,  and  Languedoc, 
in  order  to  keep  the  powers  in  Europe  in  awe  and 
fufpence.  Then  fenoufly  to  attempt  an  invafion  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  both,  by  getting  together 
as  many  vefiels  as  poffible  in  different  ports,  with 
every  thing  neceffary  for  an  embarkation.  And  he 
iurther  advifed  the  french  king,  not  to  fend  out  any 
-arge  fquadrons  of  men  of  war,  but  only  fome  flo-ht 
crullers  to  cover  the  arrival  and  departure  of  their 
tranfports  ;  to  give  notice  of  the  motions  of  the  en^ 
hlh,  and  to  carry  fupplies  to  their  colonies  ;  however 
at  Breft  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  have  a  very  lanm 
fleet  ready  to  give  umbrage  to  the  englilh,  and  to 
ierve  as  occaflon  Ihould  require.  This  was  Belleifle’s 
plan,  and  although  we  find  that  it,  in  general  was  re¬ 
jected,  ftill  fome  motions  of  the  french  looked  as  if 
they  had  adopted  part  of  it  ;  the  marfhal,  and  the 
prince  de  Sou  bile,  loon  after  began  their  circuit  at 
Dunkiik,  and  from  thence  went  from  port  to  port 
quite  to  Breft,  forwarding  the  preparations  that 

were  making  all  along  the  coalt,  feemingly  to  in¬ 
vade  us. 

Whether  they  really  intended  to  put  their  threats 
in  execution  or  not  is  unknown,  yet  they  certainly 
gained  one  point  of  importance  by  thefe  means  ; 
they  deceived  the  attention  of  the  britifh  miniftry,  and 
were  thereby  enabled  to  render  fuccefsful  their  defio-ns 
againft  another  quarter  ;  befides  which,  the  expence 
theii  prepaiations  put  the  englifh  to,  in  counteract- 
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ing  their  defigns,  was  to  be  fare  of  great  confe- 
quence. 

It  was  on  account  of  thefe  preparations  on  the  coaft 
of  France,  that,  we  were  always  obliged  to  keep  a 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  in  the  Downs  ;  and  for  the 
oreater  fecurity,  commodore  Keppel  failed  on  the  7th 
of  april  to  cruife  off  Cherburgh  with  a  fqdadron  of 
five  fhips,  to  burn  the  flat  bottomed  boats,  which 
the  french  were  building,  and  to  pick  up  any  drag¬ 
gling  tranfports  that  might  fall  in  their  way,  the 
latter  of  thefe  ends  was  pretty  well  anfwered  by  the 
commodore’s  fuccefs. 

The  naval  ilrength  which  the  englifh  had  at  this 
time  in  America,  was  very  fmall,  in  proportion  to 
the  great  importance  of  that  ftation  :  and  the  mini- 
ftry  in  England  was  much  blamed  for  not  keeping 
regularly  and  constantly  a  Strong  fquadron  of  men  of 
men  of  war  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  refill  and 
annoy  the  operations  of  the  french.  At  laSt,  how¬ 
ever,  admiral  Holbourn  failed  from  Plymouth,  with 
feven  fail  of  Ships  to  convoy  the  tranSports,  contain-* 
ing  the  reinforcement  of  troops  that  were  juftly 
thought  neceffary  to  repair  the  bad  State  of  the  britifh 
empire  there,  by  checking  the  progrefs  of  France. 

But  in  Europe,  the  naval  equipments  were  more 
considerable  ;  admiral  Hawke,  as  I  have  before  men¬ 
tioned,  was  before  BreSt  with  a  considerable  fleet,  to 
relieve  which,  admiral  Bofcawen  failed  from  Spithead 
with  twelve  fail. 

So  formidable  an  armament  failing  to  the  coaft  of 
France,  would  naturally  lead  us  to  expedl  fome  at¬ 
tempt  of  importance.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe,  the 
french  miniftry,  by  alarming  us  with  the  fear  of  an 
invafion,  put  us  to  fuch  an  immenfe  expence  to  keep 
their  fleets  in  harbour,  and  even  this,  we  were  Sel¬ 
dom  able  to  perform,  for  the  french  Several  times 
fiipt  through  the  englifli  fleets  lying  before  BreSt. 
The  principal  reafon  that  has  been  given  by  the  britifh 
miniftry  for  putting  the  nation  to  So  great  an  expence 

merely 
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meieiy  to  coop  our  enemies  up  in  their  harbour^ 
was,  to  hinder  them  at  this  time  from  fendino-  fuc- 
couis  to  America.  Admiral  Hawke,  as  I  faid  be¬ 
fore,  foon  after  arrived  at  Spithead  with  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron.  ^ 

Several  other  fquadrons  were  fitted  out,  and 
failed  as  cruilers,  convoys,  or  fquadrons  of  obferva- 
tion  ;  but  as  their  deftination  was  not  fo  important,  I 
have  tor  brevity  fake  omitted  mentioning  them.  But 
I  mutt  now  begin  to  take  notice  of  a  much  more  im¬ 
portant  affair,  and  which  will  require  a  more  minute 
enquiry  into  the  firft  appearances  of  the  defigns  of 

our  enemies  ?  I  mean  the  conqueft  of  IMinorca  by  the> 
french.  1 

It  will  be  here  necelfary  for  me  to  trace  out  fome 
advices  which  the  miniftry  in  England  received  con¬ 
cerning  the  preparations  of  the  french  in  the  port  of 
Toulon  ;  for  from  thence  we  mull  afterwards  con¬ 
clude,  whether  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
french  intended  an  invafion  of  the  illand  of  Minorca, 
or  whether  they  only  meant  it  as  a  feint  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  englifh  from  the  channel,  that  they 
might  thereby  be  able  to  effedt  their  grand  defio-n 
againft  Great  Britain  itfelf.  ° 

So  early  as  the  month  of  auguft  1755,  the  miniftry 
in  England  had  intelligence,  from  different  parts,  of 
the  armament  at  Toulon.  They  were  exprefsly  inform¬ 
ed,  that  orders  had  been  fent  thither,  to  equip  with 
expedition,  all  the  new  fhips,  and  to  get  the  old 
ones  alfo  in  a  condition  for  fervice :  that  thefe  orders 
were  then  ptirfued  with  great  diligence,  and  that  they 
were  to  take  on  board  leveral  companies  of  land  forces, 
befides  marines.  That  fince  the  arrival  of  two  ex- 
prefles  at  Toulon,  which  had  caufed  the  holding  of 
two  extraordinary  councils,  attended  by  the  principal 
officers  of  the  marine,  the  hands  which  were  at  work 
in  fitting  out  nine  lhips  there,  were  doubled,  and  fix 
other  ihips  of  the  line  put  in  commiffion,  and  or¬ 
dered 
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dered  to  be  equipped  with  the  former  nine,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  put  all  the  15  fail  to  fea  before  the  18th 
or  20th  of  auguft,  and  to  be  victualed  only  for  three 
months.  This  intelligence  was  in  part  confirmed  by 
the  earl  of  Briftol,  the  englifh  ambaffador  at  Turin, 
who  informed  the  miniftry,  that  all  the  mafter 
builders  were  commanded  to  repair  immediately 
from  the  ports  of  Provence,  &c.  to  Toulon  ;  and 
that  a  body  of  20,000  french  troops  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  form  a  camp  "at  Valence  in  Dauphine  : 
thefe  advices  were  exaftly  confirmed  by  conful 
Birtles,  from  Nice.  But  conful  Banks,  in  his  letters 
from  Carthagena,  dated  the  20th  and  27th  of  au¬ 
guft,  is  ftill  more  explicit;  “  Mafters  of  french 
veffels  from  Toulon,”  fays  he,  “  report,  that  there 
are  in  that  port  26  men  of  war  of  the  line,  viz.  18 
new  fhips  built  fince  the  peace,  and  8  old  ones,  which 
are  all  fitting  for  fea  alfo  1 2  trigates,  and  a  great 
many  fmaller  vefiels,  which  are  in  like  manner  fitting 
out ;  befides  fix  mips  of  the  line  on  the  ftocks  ; 
fome  of  which  are  ready  for  launching  :  that  he  had 
received  intelligence  of  180  battalions  of  foldiers 
marching  into  Rouftillon  with  great  diligence  ;  and 
that  thefe  troops  were  defigned  againft  Minorca,  to  be 
tranfported  thither  in  merchant  fhips,  now  at  Mar- 
feilles,  and  to  be  convoyed  by  all  the  men  of  war  in 
the  port  of  Toulon.” 

Thefeadvices  wereconftantly  repeated  :  nota  month 
palled,  without  innumerable  affurances  being  received 
at  the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  office,  from  lord  Briftol,  ge¬ 
neral  Blakeney,  general  Fowke,  fir  Ben.  Keene,  and, 
in  fhort,  all  the  confuls  in  the  Mediterranean,  con¬ 
cerning  the  great  preparations  which  were  carrying  on 
at  Toulon.  Sir  Ben.  Keene  wrote  to  Mr.  Fox,  par¬ 
ticularly  alfuring  him,  “  that  the  french  defigned  to 
invade  Minorca.”  Nothing  could  be  more  circum- 
ftantial  than  the  repeated  advices  which  the  eno-lifli 
miniftry  received  of  the  defigns  of  France.  But  let 
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tis  fee  what  were  their  meafures  to  oppofe  fuch  for¬ 
midable  preparations. 

There  were  at  this  time  in  the  Mediterranean  a  fmall 
fquadron  of  three  lhips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates, 
under  commodore  Edgecombe  ;  but  no  fleet  was  or¬ 
dered  to  fail  from  England,  for  the  protection  of 
Minorca,  till  the  8th  of  march  ;  when  a  fquadron  was 
directed  to  be  under  the  command  of  vice-admiral 
Byng,  and  to  be  ready  by  the  nth.  It  is  impoflible 
to  account  for  the  negligence  of  the  englifh  miniftry, 
in  not  thinking  of  this  valuable  illand  before  fo  late  a 
date  :  it  is  alfo  as  unaccountable,  that  they  fhould  not 
believe  any  of  the  advices,  which  their  correfpondents 
all  over  Europe  gave  them,  of  the  reality  of  the  de- 
fign  of  the  french,  in  making  fuch  immenfe  and  early 
preparations  at  Toulon.  Had  they  believed  the  truth 
of  thefe  advices,  they  certainly*  would  have  taken 
care  that  their  adminrftration  fhould  not  be  tarnifhed 
with  the  lofs  of  fo  important  a  fortrefs  as  that  of 
St.  Philip’s  :  it  is  very  well  known,  how  lightly  they 
treated  the  notion  of  an  invafion  of  the  ifland  of 
Minorca  ;  they  did  not  think  it  polffble,  that  the 
french  could  procure  failors  fufficient  to  man  their 
fleet  *,  if  they  had  fuppofed  it  poflible  for  the  french 
to  put  fo  ftrong  a  fleet  to  fea  from  Toulon,  as  they 
afterwards  fatally  found  to  be  the  cafe,  why  did  they 
not  fend  admiral  Ofborn’s  fquadron,  of  13  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  one  frigate,  into  the  Mediterranean, 
who  failed  the  30th  of  January  (and  returned  the  16th 
of  february)  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  merchantmen.  By 
fending  this  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean  fo  early, 
the  french  would  naturally  have  been  deterred  from 
attempting  the  invafion  ;  their  fuccefs  in  which  ex¬ 
pedition,  entirely  depended  on  the  negligence  of  their 
enemies. 

At  laft  however,  they  exerted  themfelves  fo  far,  as 
to  lend  a  fleet  under  admiral  Byng  to  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean, 
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hean,  confiding  of  ten  fhips  of  the  line  which  fail¬ 
ed  the  7th  of  april. 

However,  in  France  more  expedition  was  ufed. 
The  marfhal  duke  de  Richelieu  was  already  fet  out 
from  Paris  for  Toulon,  with  the  officers  who  were  to 
ferve  under  him,  and  arrived  there  the  25th  of  march, 
finding  every  thing  in  great  readinefs.  The  fleet  "f 
failed  the  12th  of  april*  confiding  of  13  fail  of  the 
line  and  7  frigates. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Captains. 

Ramilies, 

90  Byng. 

Gardner. 

Buckingham, 

70  Well, 

Everet. 

Culloden, 

74 

Ward. 

Revenge, 

'7° 

Cornwall. 

Captain, 

70 

Catford. 

Trident, 

64 

Durell. 

Intrepid, 

64 

Young. 

Kingrton, 

64 

Parry. 

Lancafter, 

60 

Nod. 

Defiance, 

60 

Andrews. 

•f  Ships. 

Guns. 

Foudroyant, 

So  ( 

Couronne. 

J 

70 1 

Redoutable, 

74 } 

Temeraire, 

74 

Guerrier, 

74 

Lion, 

64 

Sage, 

64 

Orphee, 

64 

Content, 

64 

Triton, 

64 

Hippopotame, 

5° 

Fier, 

5° 

Junon, 

46 

Rofe, 

,  26 

Gracieufe, 

24 

Topaze, 

24 

Nymphe, 

24 

Captains. 

M.  de  la  Galifloniere. 

Lieutenant  Genera!. 

Capt.  M.  Forger  de  l’Aiguille. 

M.  de  la  Clue,  chief  d’Efcarde. 
Capt.  M.  Gabanous. 

M.  de  Glandeves,  chief  d’Efcarde. 
Capt.  M.  de  Marconville. 

M.  Beaumont  l’Maitre. 

M.  Villars  de  la  Brofle. 

M.  de  St.  Aignan. 

M.  du  Reveft. 

M.  du  Raimondis. 

M.  Sabron  Grammont. 

M.  Mercier. 

M.  de  Rochemaure. 

M.  de  Herville. 

M.  Beauffier. 

M.  de  Cortebelle. 

M.  Marquezan. 

M.  de  Corne-Montelet. 

M.  de  Callian. 
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The  troops  on  board  it,  including  a  detachment  of 
marines,  in  every  fhip  of  war,  amounted  to  about 
16,000  men,  in  25  battalions,  embarked  in  200  tranft 
ports  :  M.  de  Richelieu,  his  fon,  and  his  fon-indaw  ; 
M.  de  Maillebois,  M.  du  Mefnil,  M.  de  Lannion,  the 
prince  de  Beauveau,  the  prince  de  Wirtemberg,  and  M. 
de  Caufons,  embarked  on  board  the  Foudroyant.  The 
troops  were  all  in  merchant  fhips ;  the  grenadiers 
alone  were  in  the  men  of  war.  The  fleet  and  con¬ 
voy  contained  at  a  moderate  computation,  near  30,000 
fouls,  including  about  600  women  ;  a  prodigious’ 
quantity  of  provifions  of  every  kind,  above  800  oxen, 
and  3000  fheep,  100  horfes,  and  as  many  mules. 

The  report  of  thefe  immenfe  preparations,  which 
threatened  to  overwhelm  the  little  ifland  of  Minorca, 
without  a  blow,  did  not  in  the  lcaft  terrify  the  brave 
commander  of  the  englifh  troops  in  the  fortrefs  of 
St.  Philip  :  no  fooner  did  the  information  of  the 
defigns  of  the  french  reach  general  Blakeney,  but  he 
dilpofed  all  things  for  a  brave  and  vigorous  refiftance  ; 
he  prepared  40,000  fafeines,  and  demolifhed  all  the 
trifling  buildings  which  obftru&ed  the  open  com¬ 
mand  of  his  cannon.  The  french  landed  at  Cieuta- 

-J  % 

della  the  1 8 th  of  april,  from  whence  part  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  retired,  evacuating  the  place  to  the  enemy  : 
Forty  men,  who  belonged  to  the  regiments  at  Gi¬ 
braltar,  and  all  the  marines  which  were  on  board 
the  men  of  war,  then  in  the  harbour,  were  commanded 
into  the  garrifon,  as  a  reinforcement;  and  the  britifh 
fqudron,  fix  in  number,  failed  out  ;  capt.  Scroop 
having  firft,  with  140  of  his  men,  joined  the  garri¬ 
fon,  and  fent  his  fhip,  the  Defiance,  to  fea,  under  the 
command  of  the  firft  lieutenant. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  a  patriot  dike  aftion 
performed  by  capt.  Cunningham,  a  icotch  gentleman, 
who  being  lecond  engineer  of  St.  Philips,  when  Mr. 
Armftrong  left  it,  he  was  thereupon  appointed  by 
general  Blakeney  to  fucceed  him,  pro  tempore,  till 
acommiffion  for  that  purpofe  fhould  arrive  from  Eng¬ 
land* 
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land,  of  which  no  doubt  was  made  ;  but  being  fu- 
perfeeded,  he  begged  Mr.  Blakeney’s  leave  to  retire 
to  his  regiment.  The  general  could  not  refufe  fo 
reafonable  a  requefl,  and  Mr.  Cunningham  embarked 
for  Nice,  together  with  two  children  and  his  lady ; 
who  was  there  brought  to  bed  ;  when  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham,  hearing  of  the  french  defigns  againft  Minorca, 
and  recollecting  that  the  platforms  of  the  batteries 
in  fort  St.  Philip’s  were  in  fuch  a  ruinous  condition, 
that  they  could  not  ftand  any  hot  fervice,  inftantly 
laid  out  all  the  money  he  was  matter  of,  about  1600I. 
in  purchafing  timber  fit  for  repairing  them,  hired  a 
a  veflel,  put  it  on  board,  and  failed  directly  with  it 
himfelf  for  Port  Mahon,  leaving  his  lady  and  chil¬ 
dren  at  Nice.  His  arrival  with  fuch  a  fupply,  in  fuch 
a  critical  conjunfture,  gave  general  Blakeney  infinite 
pleafure.  Pie  told  capt,  Cunningham,  that  the  fer¬ 
vice  he  had  done  his  country,  was  fo  confiderable, 
that  he  did  not  know  how  he  could  be  fufficiently 
rewarded  for  it  *,  that  in  the  mean  time,  to  fhow  his 
own  fenfe  of  it,  he  would  venture  to  take  a  very  ir¬ 
regular  ftep,  by  fuperfeeding  the  gentleman,  who  was 
fent  to  fucceed  Mr.  Armftrong,  as  fuperannuated  and 
unfit  for  duty,  and  appointing  him  in  his  place,  not 
only  as  a  teftimony  of  his  approbation  of  what  he 
had  done,  but  to  engage  a  man  of  his  known  abili¬ 
ties,  to  exert  them  ftill further  in  defence  of  the  place. 
We  fhall  find  hereafter  that  capt.  Cunningham  very 
well  deferved  the  confidence  Mr.  Blakeney  repofed  in 
him  ;  but  the  public  fpirited  adtion  which  I  have  juft 
now  given  an  account  of,  is  of  itfelf  fo  fhining  a 
proof  of-  the  merits  of  this  gentleman,  that  any  fur¬ 
ther  attempt'  to  make  them  confpicuous  is  unnt- 
ceflary. 

After  many  difficulties,  the  french  being  matters  of 
all  the  forts  in  the  ifland,  except  St.  Philip’s,  and 
thofe  adjoining  to  it,  at  length  eredted  a  battery  of 
five  24  pounders,  and  five  morters,  over  againft  St. 
Philip’s,  at  cape  Mola,  near  Sandy  bay,  on  the  fide 
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oppofife  St.  Philipet  fort,  which  was  ready  to  play 
the  5th  of  May,  but  was  left  mafked  till  others  were 
ready  alfo  :  this  battery  was  well  contrived,  for  by 
means  of  it  the  french  commanded  the  harbour  lb 
much,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  land  any  fuccour, 
but  within  fire  of  it.  For  feveral  fucceeding  days 
the  enemy  continued  to  ereft  batteries  without  inter- 
miffion,  and  the  befiged  continued  to  defend  them- 
felves  with  as  great  bravery. 

But  I  muft  here  return  to  the  motions  which  Mr. 
Byng  made,  to  relieve  the  diftreffed  garrifon  of  St. 
Philip.  I  left  the  admiral  proceeding  to  Gibraltar, 
where,  after  a  tedious  paftage,  he  arrived  may  the 
2d  ;  and  direftly  demanded  of  lieut.  gen.  Fowke,  the 
governor,  according  to  his  inftruttions,  a  detachment 
from  his  garrifon,  equal  to  a  battalion  ;  but  this  de¬ 
mand  Mr.  towke  did  not  think  proper  to  comply 
with  (although  he  had  orders  for  that  purpofe  from 
his  majefty)  till  he  had  called  a  council  of  war,  to 
demand  the  officers  of  his  garrifon’s  opinion  on  that 
point. 

Idle  council  meeting  on  the  4th  of  may,  took 
into  their  confideration  three  letters  *  from  lord 
Barrington,  his  majefty’s  fecretary  at  war,  to  the 
governor  of  Gibraltar,  of  the  21  ft  and  28th  of  march, 
and  1  ft  of  april  laft  •,  as  alfo  an  order  from  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  to  admiral  Byng  of  the  31ft  of 
march  ;  and  having  confidered  the  ftate  of  affairs 
in  the  Mediterranean,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  fend¬ 
ing  a  detachment  equal  to  a  battalion  would  evi¬ 
dently  weaken  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  and  be  no 
way  effectual  to  the  relief  of  Minorca  ;  for  which 
opinion  they  gave  feveral  reafons,  relating  to  the 
difficulty  of  landing  them  at  Minorca,  and  its  weak¬ 
ening  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar. 

*  Containing  an  order  for  general  Fowke  to  make  a  detachment 
from  his  garrifon  to  be  font  on  board  the  licet,  equal  to  a  battalion. 

' .  ' .  v  ^  This 
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This  opinion  of  the  council  of  war  we  fhall  after¬ 
wards  find  made  a  very  great  noife.  But  of  this  we 
muft  defer  fpeaking,  till  other  tranfa&ions  naturally 
lead  us  to  it.  Admiral  Byng  having  been  delayed 
by  watering,  failed  the  eighth  from  Gibraltar*,  he 
was  afterwards  accufed  of  protrafting  this  time  longer 
than  was  needful.  He  arrived  oft  Minorca  the  19th, 
having  been  joined  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Phoenix,  off* 
Majorca,  two  days  before.  He  difpatched  the  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Chefterfield,  and  Dolphin  a-head,  to  reconnoitre 
the  harbour’s  mouth,  and  capt.  Harvey  to  endeavour 
to  land  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney,  to  let  him  know 
the  fleet  was  come  to  his  affiftance  *,  but  the  enemy  s 
fleet  appearing  to  foutheaft,  and  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  coming  ftrong  oft  the  land,  obliged  the  admiral 
to  call  thofe  fhips  in,  before  they  could  get  near  enough 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  to  make  the  neceflary 
obfervations.  There  being  little  wind,  about  five 
the  admiral  formed  his  line,  on  which  the  enemy  flood 
towards  him  in  a  regular  line  ;  but  tacked  about  fe- 
ven,  endeavouring  to  get  the  wind  of  the  englilli 
fleet  in  the  night  *,  to  avoid  which,  Mr.  Byng  tacked, 
in  order  to  keep  the  weather  gage,  as  well  as  to 
make  fure  of  the  land  wind  in  the  morning,  be¬ 
ing  very  hazy,  and  not  above  five  leagues  oft  cape 
Mola.  At  day-light,  on  the  20th,  the  two  fleets 
were  not  within  fight  of  each  other.  But  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  enemy  began  to  appear  from  the  rnafl  head, 
on  which  the  englilli  admiral  called  in  the  cruifers, 
and  when  they  had  joined  him,  tacked  towards  the 
enemy,  and  formed  the  line  a-head,  while  the  french 
were  preparing  to  form  their’s  to  the  leeward,  having 
unfuccefsfully  endeavoured  to  weather  their  antago- 
nift  *,  but  as  foon  as  he  judged  his  rear  to  be  the 
length  of  the  enemy’s  van,  they  tacked  all  together, 
and  ordered  the  Deptford  to  quit  the  line  :  the  reafon, 
which  the  englilli  admiral  gave  for  this  ftep,  was,  that; 
the  englifh  fleet  might  become  exactly  equal  to  the 
enemy’s,  which  confifted  of  12  fhips  of  the  line  and.  5 

G  4  frigates. 
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nAt  ,tW?’  admiral  R>’ng  made  the  fignal  to 
f,  ^a8e’  °"  whl°h,  rear  admiral  Weft  inftantly  bom 
cknvn  on  the  enemy’s  Ihips  oppofed  to  his,  Jin  g0: 
ing  down  received  the  fire  of  the  french  Ihips  agahift 

ibon  ir  I'T’  bef°;e  he  i‘eturned  and  then  he 
io  n  obliged  the  two  Ihips  fuccelfively  to  Iheer  off 

who  were  oppofed  to  him.  The  admiral  bore  down 

upon  the  fhip  ftationed  againft  him,  for  fome  little 

e,  but  the  Intrepid  having  his  foretop-maft  fhot 

anWday;i.  1IS’  ?  ie  admiJal  §ave  out,  obliged  him 

rnnm-  K.  ^  lf'°n  l°  M  a'back  ’  bf  this  Unac- 

countable  management,  the  enemy’s  center  was  left 
unattached,  and  the  rear  admiral’s  divifion  quite  un¬ 
covered  ;  by  which  the  french  were  enahled  to  bear 
down  on  admiral  Weft,  with  the  rear  of  their  fleet 

nnd  re  I  C°Tg  to  a  clofe  engagement  [ 

;!d  a  Jaft.rthe  jfeveraI  lh)F3  that  were  oppofed  to 
Weft  s  divifion  fheered  off,  and  bent  their  endea- 
vours  to  deftroy  the  rigging  of  the  englifh  fliips, 
at  a  diftance  while  the  englifh  admiral  was  lying 
a  confiderable  diftance  a-ftern  of  his  rear  Next 

m°r™nS  ^  tw°fleets  were  out  of  fight  of  each  other, 
and  Mr.  Byng  fent  cruifers  out  to  look  for  the  In- 
trepide  and  Chefterfield,  who  had  parted  in  the  night 

from  the  fleet,  and  they  returned  and  joined  them 
the  next  day.  * 

.  ?ucb  vvas  tbe  event  of  this  famous  engagement ; 
n  is  equally  furprifing,  that  Mr.  Byng  fhould  fhew 

"c  ,  Seeat  conduct  and  knowledge  in  management 
ot  the  fleet  before  he  threw  out  the  fignal  for  battle  ; 
and  that  he  fhould  then  feem  to  have  loft  all  the 
merit  he  had  gained  by  his  former  proceedings  It 
is  allowed  by  thofe  who  are  undemanding  in  fea 
affairs,  that  from  the  time  he  came  in  fight  of  the 
french  fleet,  till  he  hung  out  the  fignal  to  enoaae 
he  managed  his  fleet  with  infinite  dexterity  and  nido-- 
ment,  by  which  means  he  preferved  the  weather  gage 
againft  the  enemy,  who  were  not  able,  durino-  the  fuc 
ceeding  engagement,  to  recover  it.  ° 

On 
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On  the  24th  of  may,  the  admiral  defired  the  atten  ¬ 
dance  of  the  rear  admiral,  &c.  &c.  at  a  council  of 
war  held  on  board  the  Ramillies,  to  alk  their  opini¬ 
ons  concerning  the  future  operations  of  the  fleet ;  at  . 
which  were  prefent  the  admirals,  and  all  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  fliips,  and  general  officers  of  the  land 
forces.  The  queftions  which  were  debated  and  the 
council’s  refolutions  are  as  follows  : 

I.  Whether  an  attack  upon  the  french  fleet  gives 
any  profpedt  of  relieving  Minorca  ? 

Anf.  It  would  not. 

II.  Whether,  if  there  was  no  french  fleet  cruifing 
off  Minorca,  the  englifh  fleet  could  raife  the  liege  ? 

Anf.  It  could  not. 

III.  Whether  Gibraltar  would  not  be  in  danger  by 
any  accident  that  may  befall  this  fleet  ? 

Anf.  It  would  be  in  danger. 

IV.  Whether  an  attack  with  our  fleet  in  the  prefent 
flate  of  it  upon  that  of  the  french,  will  not  endanger 
the  fafety  of  Gibraltar,  and  expofe  the  trade  of  the 
Mediterranean  to  great  hazard  ? 

Anf.  That  it  would. 

V.  Whether  it  is  not  molt  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice  that  the  fleet  fhould  immediately  proceed  for  Gi¬ 
braltar  ? 

Anf.  That  it  fhould  proceed  for  Gibraltar. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and 
figned  by  all  the  members  of  the  council.  And  to 
the  aftoniffiment  of  all  Europe,  a  fleet  in  every  re- 
fpedt  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and,  conlidering 
the  fuperior  courage  and  dexterity  of  the  common 
failors,  much  fuperior  to  it,  fhould  flv  from  that  of 
the  enemy,  leaving  them  all  the  confequences  of  a 
victory,  riding  triumphantly  before  Mahon,  and  gain¬ 
ing  refpedt  to  the  french  flag  throughout  all  the 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean.  Admiral  Byng,  on  the 
25th,  fetfail,  and  on  the  19th  of  june  arrived  at  Gi¬ 
braltar, 
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thereof  f]AS  1  ^ave  amPIe  occafion  to  treat  fur- 
tIJr^iT  a[Cer  th^  engagement  of  the  20th, 

verybrin^  h  r  H  I  r  Sf  Td,  befiegerS  conti»^d 

)  R  ,  kut  thebefieged  had  always  the  advantage 

ftllTff  Cr°h  thC  1Uperi°r  Weight  of  their  car>non,  and 

feerh  en8'nn'rS  f  ,During  the  fore  part  of  the 

SmI  1  C1°,nfta”t,y  tbe  cafe>  but  after  the  french 
general  changed  his  plan  of  attack  f,  the  garrifon  fuf- 

fered 

In  d.JfoV3<?  the  n^ornin8'<  a  very  lingular  accident  happened, 
fafetv  wh’  mc  guards  parading  in  an  under-ground  gallery  for 
fa.tty,  where,  ,n  the  center  was  a  hole  to  let  in  light  and  receivi 

infh'lheltmad1  *  ne,Shb°uring  magazine;  through  this  hQle  a  i3 
ihell  made  way,  and  burlt  among  the  guards  without  the  leal 

llith  TZmT  •  J?UrinSthe  Wh0le  the  garrifon  dTd  not  me« 

happened  in  th^Tt  ^  -i^’,  Another  extraordinary  accident 

:moPi  barrack  h^  fTldentla  rmanner  :  a  ten  inch  Aell  falling 
,  barrack,  the  habitation  of  capt.  Lind,  in  the  cattle  and 

breaking  every  thing  before  it,  forced  its  wa;  through  the  floor 

and  burft  without  hurting  any  body,  though  a  piece^of  the  Ihell 

'  I"  ahghted  on  the  bed  where  capt.  Lind  and  his  lady  then  lay 

tint  b  fC  Z?th  ^'ade  Rlchelleu-  having  altered  his  attack,  had  fome 
time  before  pitched  upon  this  day  for  the  general  one,  the  evet, 

mg  before  he  called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  were  prefent  all  the 

general  officers,  to  whom  he  imparted  the  whole  projed,  which 

vvas  unammoufly  approved  :  M.  de  Richelieu  then  proceeded  to 
give  them  their  refpedive  charges.  F  needed  to 

M  de^i^  the  'yho!c  f«ack  being  made  known  to  the  army, 
kfkl  R„'h  ,  re/°Iv,ed  fhat  his  own  poll  fliould  he  in  the  center 
the  attacks  on  the  left,  and  that  the  count  de  Maillebois  the 
the  marquis  du  Mefml,  and  the  prince  de  Wirtemburg,  ffioul’d  at 

the  att™k  °  ^  f°r  the  fuPPort  a”d  <»ccefS  of 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  fignal  for  beginning  the  attack  ftoald 
be  given  by  firing  a  cannon  and  four  bombs,  from  the  battery'  near 
the  fignal  houfe.  All  things  being  thus  ordered,  the  artillery  con¬ 
tinued  to  batter  the  forts,  till  the  27th,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the^ven- 
mg,  when  they  all  ceafed  firing :  and  then  the  battery  near  the  fl"-' 
nal  houfe  fired  a  cannon  fhot,  and  threw  four  bombs  into  the  fort  • 

’.  pen  which,  M.  de  Monty  immediately  marched  againft  Strug?* 

and 
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fered  very  feverety ;  and  in  a  little  time  moft  of  dip 
principal  works  fii  the  fortifications  were  ruined  ;  un- 

and  Argyle,  and  fucceffively  Meffrs.  de  Bricjueville  and  de  Sades, 
advanced  to  the  attack  of  Kane,  and  the  Queen’s  redoubt  Thefe 
attacks  were  furious,  and  the  defence  as  brave.  The  befieged 
maintained  their  ground  for  a  long  while,  and  the  firing  on  both 
tides  did  great  execution  ;  but  at  length  fort  Strugen  was  taken  by 
afiault  ;  and  Argyle  and  the  Queen’s  redoubt  by  fcalade.  Here 
the  engliffi  fuflained  a  great  lofs;  for  Mr.  Jefferies,  lieutenant  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  regiment  of  Effingham,  who  was  coming  to  their  affift- 
ance,  between  Strugen  and  Argyle,  with  ioo  men,  arrived  too  late, 
the  french  being  mailers  of  the  forts  >  and  whilll  he  attempted  tp 
retire,  was  taken  priloner  with  i  %  men.  Mr.  Jefferies  was  the 

principal  afting  man  in  the  garrifon. 

Thefe  three  forts  being  taken,  with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  ana 
mortars,  the  french  made  inllantly  a  lodgement  in  that  part,  which 
was  the  principal  attack;  mean  while  the  other  attacks  were  car¬ 
rying  on  with  vigour.  The  prince  de  Leauveau,  having  at  the 
fame  time  marched  with  his  brigades  againft  the  Vv  ellern  and  Ca¬ 
roline  lunettes  ;  he  took  poffeliion  of  the  coveit  way,  and  nailed 
up  i  2  pieces  of  cannon  there  ;  but  as  Kane  s  lunette  \>  as  not  taken, 
he  could  not  make  a  lodgement  here,  but  contented  himfelf  with 
cutting  down  the  pallifadoes,  deilroying  the  gun  carnages,  and 
maintaining  for  fome  time  this  attack,  in  ordei  to  favour  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  which  was  making  with  great  bravery. 

The  diverfion  caufed  by  all  thefe  firings,  and  the  combination  of 
all  thefe  various  attacks  gave  that  on  the  left  time  to  enfure  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  by  break  of  day,  the  french  being  totally  mailers  of  the 
Queen’s  redoubt,  and  the  forts  Strugen  and  Argyle,  they  polled 
400  men  in  the  former,  and  200  in  the  latter.  M.  dc  Richelieu, 
M.  de  Maillebois,  M.  du  Mefnil,  and  the  prince  de  Wirtemburg, 
were  all  this  time,  as  they  had  concerted,  in  the  center  of  the  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  left.  Several  of  the  mines  were  fprung  under  the 
glacis  of  the  Anftru'ther,  the  Queen’s  redoubt,  and  Kane’s  lunette, 
and  likewife  one  under  the  gorge  o  1  Argyle,  while  a  confid^rabie 
party  of  the  enemy  were  in  it,  moll  of  whom  were  dcluoycd. 

During  thefe  furious  attacks,  the  brave  governor  and  garrifon  de¬ 
fended  themfelves  with  all  the  intrepidity  that  was  natural  to  eng- 
lilhmen.  The  Well,  and  Caroline’s  lunettes  dillinguifhed  them¬ 
felves  particularly  :  with  liich  exalted  courage,  and  exerted  bravery 
did  this  fatigued  pait  of  the  garrifon  maintain  their  ground,  againll 
unequal  numbers,  each  officer  and  foldier  emulous  of  glory. 

The  28th,  by  break  of  day,  the  befiegers  beat  a  parley,  on 
which  immediately  a  ceffation  of  arms  enfued  ;  this  gave  them  an 
opportunity,  which  they  took  the  advantage  of,  to  fecure  the  lodge- 
r  ments 
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Gcr  tnefe  disadvantages,  it  was  amazing  to  find  the 
brave  and  vigorous  defence  made  by  the  en»!iih  par- 
ruon  ;  io  that,  although  the  french  batteries  began 
to  play  on  the  5th  of  may,  yet  we  find  that  the  in¬ 
trepidity  of  the  brave  general  Blakeney,  and  the  cou¬ 
rageous  garrifon,  the  french  were  not  able  to  make 
them  lei  ves  mafters  of  it  before  the  28  th  of  june,  on 

v,  hich  day  the  garrifon  furrendered  on  honourable 
terms. 

I  he  next  day,  june  the  29th,  early  in  the  morning, 
the  duke  de  hronfac,  fon  to  M.  de  Richelieu,  was  dis¬ 
patched  by  him  to  carry  to  the  king  at  Compeigne  the 

Tm  W,S  °/  t!le  fuccefs  of  the  laft  attack  ^gainlt  fort  St, 
hilips,  but  not  the  articles  of  capitulation,  general 

.Blakeney,  not  having  at  that  time  returned  his  anfwer 
to  the  alterations  the  marfhal  had  made  to  the  con¬ 
ditions  he  had  propofed.  M.  de  Fronfac  was  6  days 
going  from  Minorca  to  Toulon,  the  winds  having 
proved  contrary  almoiV  the  whole  time.  However^ 
he  came  to  Lyons  the  7th  of  July,  dined  at  the  arch- 
bifhop  s,  with  the  cardinal  de  Fenchion’s,  and  fet  out 
immediately  after  for  Paris,  where  he  arrived  the  9th, 
late  in  the  evening,  and  early  the  10th  at  Compeigne  • 
wheie,  after  having  acquainted  the  king  with  all  the  • 
particulars  of  the  furrender  of  fort  St.  Philip’s,  he  was 

promoted  by  his  majefty  to  the  port  of  brigadier  of 
his  armies. 

I  he  articles  of  capitulation  being  figned,  and  the 
foliages  given,  M.  de  Richelieu  entered  fort  St.  Phi¬ 
lip  the  29th  of  june  at  noon,  and  found  240  pieces 
of  cannon  fit  for  fervice,  befides  40  that  had  been 
either  ruined  or  nailed  up  during  the  attack  ;  about 

i-ncnts  they  had  made,  by  pouring  in  a  confiderable  number  of 
troops,  into  a  iubterranean  patl'age,  that  had  been  opened  by  a 
lhell,  and  which  was  not  difeovered  till  the  day  cleared  up  On 
the  certation  of  arms,  a  capitulation  took  place,  wherein  almoft 
all  that  was  deftred  was  granted,  in  confutation  of  the  brave 

garrifon  ^  **  Salkm  ge"efal  £lakenefr  and,  his  intrepid 
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jo  mortars,  700,000!.  of  gunpowder-,  12,000  can¬ 
non  balls,  and  15,000  bombs.  The  garrifon  confided 
of  2963  men,  about  2300  whereof  were  military. 
The  englilh  loft  during  the  fiege  only  400  men  either 
killed  or  wounded,  by  reafon  of  the  galleries  and 
cafemattes  cut  in  the  rock  and  bomb  proof,  in  which 
they  were  dickered.  So  that  the  garrifon  confided,^ 
at  the  time  of  the  french  landing  at  Minorca,  of 
about  800  labourers,  &c.  and  2600  foldiers,  mak¬ 
ing  four  regiments,  viz.'  Rich’s,  Hulk’s,  Cornwal¬ 
lis^,  and  Effingham’s ;  but  their  colonels  were  not 
there  ■,  60  of  the  inferior  officers  were  alfo  wanting, 
though  expefted  from  day  to  day  •,  infomuch,  that 
the  belieged  were  commanded  by  three  lieut.  colonels 
only,  23  captains,  and  a  very  few  fubalterns. 

The  8th  of  July,  M.  de  Richelieu  embarked  on 
board  the  Foudroyant,  with  fome  of  the  principal 
officers  ;  and  the  fame  day  the  whole  french  fleet 
hoifted  fail,  with  feveral  tranfports,  carrying  troops 
and  artillery,  and  arrived  fa fe  at  Toulon  the  16th; 
where  as  foon  as  M.  de  Richelieu  landed,  he  wras  fa- 
luted  fucceffively  by  the  cannon  of  the  whole  fleet, 
and  thofe  of  the  forts.  Some  days  after,  all  the 
troops  arrived  at  Toulon  and  Marfeilles,  except  thofe 
■  that  were  left  at  Minorca,  which  confided  of  1 1 
battallions,  with  a  detachment  of  royal  artillery,  con¬ 
fiding  of  100  men,  and  three  engineers.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  thefe  troops  was  given  to  the  count  de 
Lannion,  who  was  foon  after  made  governor  of  the 
ifland. 

The  king  of  France,  to  reward  the  bravery  fhown 
by  his  troops  in  the  fiege  of  Minorca,  made  feveral 
promotions,  as  a  reward  for  the  fervice  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  at  the  fiege. 

Such  was  the  lofs  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca  :  a  lols 
which  certainly  ftains  the  annals  of  Britain,  in  an  in¬ 
delible  manner.  Had  the  ifland  been  conquered  by 
the  french,  in  fpite  of  the  united  efforts  of  the  eng¬ 
lilh  fleet  and  garrifon  ;  or  had  not  the  englilh  poffeffed 

a  more 
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2  more  powerful  naval  force  than  the  french  nation  - 
tiie  cafe  would  have  been  altered  ;  but  it  is  with  equal 
8  .  and  concern,  that  I  am  obliged  to  own  and  ex¬ 
plain  (if  it  wants  explanation)  how  much  the  politi¬ 
cal  character  of  Britain  buffered  by  this  unfortunate 
Jols.  The  mmiftry  in  England  were  extremely 
blameable  in  not  fending  a  ftronger  fquadron  fooner 
anto  the  Mediterranean  ;  had  a  flout  fleet  been  fent 
thither  to  cruife  off  Toulon,  before  the  french  fleet 
failed,  it  would  have  been  quite  out  of  their  power  to 
tranfport  an  army  to  Minorca.  For  although  they 
are  able  now  and  then  to  flip  by  a  fuperior  fleet  lyino- 
before  their  harbour’s  mouth,  yet,  it  would  have  been 
equally  impoffible  to  have  effected  that,  and  abfurd 
to  have  endeavoured  to  do  the  fame*  when  they  had 
300  fail  of  tranfports  to  convoy.  As  to  the  cafe  and 
merits  of  Mr.  Byng,  they  are  points  fo  very  undeter¬ 
mined,  and  fo  much  difputed,  that  their  confideration 
muft  be  deferred  till  I  come  to  lpeak  of  his  trial  *. 

•  •  .1 

General 

»  *  # 

*  of  all  the  ammunition  expended  in  the  fiege  of  Mi* 

norca,  from  the  30th  of  april,  to  the  30th  of  june,  1756. 


Shells. 

Inches. 

1972 

1  zi 

*3SS 

H 

'55* 

H 

373s 

Si 

'6572 

1032  hand  grenades. 

4l 

Total  28230 


Inches.  fsfo; 

CarcafTes  of  T2~l 

Ditto  of  10  41 

Fireballs  g£ 


Total  200 
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General  William  Blakeney,  the  brave  defender  of 
St.  Philip’s,  was  born  at  Mount  Blakeney,in  the  county 
of  Limerick  in  Ireland,  anno  1672,  the  feat  of  his  an- 
ceftors.  He  went  early  into  the  army  in  the  beginning 
of  the  queen’s  war,  and  was  an  enfign  with  lord  Cutts 
at  the  fiege  of  Venlo.  Fie  was  long  overlooked  and 
neglected  for  want  of  friends,  till  at  laft  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond’s  'good  offices,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
regiment.  He  afterwards  ferved  againft  the  fpaniards 
at  Carthagena,  and  commanded  in  Stirling  caftle 
againft  the  rebels,  in  the  late  rebellion,  when  they 
laid  fiege  to  it,  and  wherein  his  courage  and  condudt 
gained  him  great  applaufe.  He  was  a  long  time  lieu¬ 
tenant  governor  of  Minorca  ;  and  confidering  his 
great  merit,  and  unblemifhed  character,  was  always 
put  into  the  moft  fevere  and  difagreeable  employ¬ 
ments.  On  his  arrival  in  England,  after  his  brave 
defence  of  St.  Philip’s,  his  rnajefty  received  him  in 
the  moft  gracious  manner;  and  he  was  foon  after 
created  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the 


Round  (hot. 


eight. 

No. 

32  pound 

4001 

24 

2061 

18 

17600 

1 2 

6059 

9 

1940 

6 

489 

4 

556 

Total  32706 


t)ouble  headed  fhot. 


Weight.  No. 

32  pounds  152 

18  i5s 

,z  •  3 

9  13 

3  9 


Total  332 


Grape  lhot. 


Weight.  No. 

32  pounds  490 

18  1 7 1 

12  19 

9  37 

6  148 

4  1 3 

3  28 

T  1 


Total  959 

Pounds  of  powder  expended. 

Barrels.  Weight.  Ounces. 

3 1 5  7  49  13 

Reduced  into  pounds, 
make 

333639  pounds,  and  13  ounces. 


name 


“n^  ,0'iB'^y  Blake„ey, 

jed  ^ih  a"  fiUd*CT  a]1  what  \  W  t0  fay  on  this  illb- 
i  ’  7  1  f  f  lunts  on  what  Minorca  mioht  have 
been,  had  the  conduft-  of  Britain  been  fuch,  !n  regard 

°  that  ifiand,  as  might  have  been  expected  from2 the 

S  nS°a,“d"r"  fam°“  for  of  ™  a^d 

theTr  exren?d  imProvement  and  cultivation  of  all 
d  efenr  ?  The  native,  of  Minorca  at 

Lde?  to  hS>mp,?ed  3t  ab°LUt  28,000  ;  but  1  ^eave  the 
reader  to  judge,  how  much  that  number  would  have  ' 

been  encreafed  had  the  whole  ifiand  and  every  tr 
bour  and  creek  in  it  been  declared  a  free  port  as 
oon  as  ever  they  fell  under  the  fubjedion  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  without  any  fort  of  duties  or  fees,  either  upon 
importation  or  exportation,  nor  any  tax  upon  Zds 
°  any  kind,  until  they  came  into  the  retailer’s  or 
confumer  s  hands.  Even  then  ‘the  taxes  ought  to 
have  been  as  moderate  and  colleded  in  as  eafy  a  man- 
ner  as  pofiib  e,  in  order  to  have  made  living  in  the 

Jaxesd  of  tdiiCsiekPdand  COnve"ient  ’  for  vei7  moderate 

in  the  I  j  klnC!’  W1.th  a  land  tax  two  drillings 
in  the  pound  in  the  time  of  peace,  and  four  in  the 

time  of  war,  always  fully  and  equally,  and  for  that 

realon  frequently  airelfed,  would  have  probably  pro- 

t  need  as  much  as  would  have  paid  all  the  troops  we 

drould  have  been  obliged  to  keep  within  the  ifiand 

ronfiT  °,f,P^ace;  and  Perbaps  would  have  fpared  a 
connclerablefum  yearly  for  maintaining  and  improv- 

a  ic  fortifications  of  all  thofe  places,  which  could 
by  nature  have  been  the  moft  eafy  fortified. 

And  as  this  ifiand  lies  .fo  conveniently  for  trade 
and  communication  between  the  richeft  parts  of  Fu’ 
rope,  Afia,  and  Africa,  it  would  certainly  foon  have 
become  a  general  magazine,  and  mart  for  the  trade 
of  all  thofe  countries,  if  we  had  at  firft  eftablilhed 
the  civil  government  and  laws  of  England,  for  all 
bntifh  lubjeds  and  foreigners,  who  flionld  come  to 
lettle  in,  or  trade  to  the  ifiand  j  and  this  would  have 
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tncrealed  confiderably  the  number  of  inhabitants. 
For  this  purpoie,  it  would  have  been  necefiary  to 
have  eitablifhed  a  civil  as  well  as  a  military  govern - 
nor,  and  to  have  made  the  former  abfolutely  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  latter,  unlefs  when  the  ifland  was  in 
danger  of  being  invaded,  and  martial  law  proclaimed 
with  the  conlent  of  a  counfel  and  an  aflembly,  the 
former  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  the  latter  chofen 
by  the  people,  with  the  approbation  of  the  crown, 
or  of  fbme  officer  appointed  by  the  crown,  for  fuch 
an  approbation  would  be  necefiary  to  keep  failicus 
and  feditious  men  out  of  the  aflembly. 

Another  improvement  which  certainly  ought  to 
have  been  put  in  execution,  was  the  eredting  more 
fortifications  in  the ifland  than  one  Angle  citadel,  fome 
of  the  cities,  particularly  Citudadella  ought  to  have 
been  as  completely  fortified  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  admit.  The  fort  of  St.  Philip’s  ought 
not  to  have  been  fo  large,  nor  works  fo  very  ex- 
tenfive,  for  at  prefent  they  require  8000  men  to 
man  them :  the  length  of  the  late  fiege  is  no  argu¬ 
ment  to  the  contrary,  fince  the  duke  de  Richelieu’s 
conduct  at  the  fiege  was  fo  extremely  faulty,  that  it 
vas  reported  anothei  marfhal  of  France  was  ready  to 
Set  out  from  Paris,  to  take  the  command  from  him, 
when  the  news  came  of  its  furrender.  And  as  the 
ground  on.  which  Marlborough  redoubt  hands  is 
very,  high,  it  ought  certainly  to  have  been  included 
within  a  regular  and  ffrong  fortification  :  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  fecurity  of  the  harbour  of  Port  Mahon,  the  in¬ 
tended  fortification  of  cape  Mola,  ought  to  have  been 
nnifhed,  and  Phihpet  little  redoubt  very  much  en- 

m  ef  :T-and  for  the  Iecurity  of  the  naval  flores, 
■d  oody  Iiland  ihould  have  been  completely  fortified 

all  round,,  and  filled  with  magazines,  cafematted,  and 
bomb-proof. 

With  regard  to  the  natural  produce  of  the  ifland, 
there  are  two  necefiary  materials  for  our  manufafto- 
ries,  w  uch  it  is  lurprifing  were  never  yet  produced 
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in  common  in  the  ifland,  either  by  the  natives,  of 
by  fending  people  thither  for  that  purpole,  thefe  are 
cotton  and  filk  ;  the  planting  of  the  cotton  flirub  has 
been  tried  here  with  fuccefs,  and  the  Maltefe  produce 
Inch  quantities  of  it,  that  they  export  15,000  quin¬ 
tals  ot  cotton  wool  yearly  •,  therefore  it  fee  ms  cer¬ 
tain,  that  it  might  be  produced  as  freely  at  Minorca, 
and  as  the  ifland  is  fo  much  larger  than  Malta,  we 
might  have  expected  by  this  time  to  have  had  large 
quantities  of  cotton  wool  exported  yearly,  had  we  en¬ 
couraged  the  producing  of  it  by  allowing  it  to  be  im¬ 
ported  duty  free.  As  to  filk,  it  is  very  probable  that 
mulberry  trees  would  have  done  very  well,  if  planted 
in  Minorca,  as  great  numbers  grow  in  the  countries  on 
all  Tides  of  it ;  it  that  had  been  the  cafe,  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  very  fine  place  for  breeding  filk  worms, 
as  they  feldom  have  any  froft  or  fiiow,  and  never  of 
any  continuance  •,  therefore  the  planting  of  fuch  trees 
ought  at  leaft  to  have  been  tried,  and  if  they  had 
fucceeded  (which  is  extremely  probable)  the  pains 
and  coft  which  might  have  been  expended  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  would  very  amply  have  been  repaid  us  *,  but 
fuch  was  the  ill-management  of  the  englifh  miniftry 
from  the  time  it  came  into  our  pofieffion,  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  it  was  taken,  that  not  one  of  thefe  fchemes  were 
ever  tried.  But  it  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Byng’s  fleet.  < 

The  latter  end  of  may  commodore  Broderick  had 
been  lent  from  England  to  the  Mediterranean  with 
five  fiiips  of  the  line  to  reinforce  Mr.  Byng’s  fleet  •, 
and  fome  days  alter  his  failing,  advice  having  been 
received  by  way  of  France  of  that  admiral’s  behaviour 
in  the  engagement  of  the  20th  of  may  •,  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  with  Mr.  Saunders  (who  had  been  made  an 
admiral  fome  days  before)  and  leveral  captains,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  earl  of  Panmure,  and  lord  Tyrawley 
(appointed  governor  of  Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Fowke)  were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to 
Portfmouth,  there  to  embark  on  board  the  Antelope 
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man  of  war  of  50  guns,  and  proceed  to  Gibraltar, 
where  admiral  Hawke  had  orders  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  fleet,  together  with  Mr.  Saunders 
and  fend  Mr.  Byng  and  Mr.  Weft,  and  feme  of  the 
captains  home  immediately  •,  lordTyrawley  had  orders 
to  fend  Mr.  Fowke  home  at  the  fame  time,  under  ar- 
reft.  They  accordingly  failed  from  Portfmouth  in 
the  Antelope,  on  the  16th  of  june,  and  arrived  at 
Gibraltar,  the  3d  of  july,  when  lir  Edward  Hawke 
took  the  command  of  his  majefty’s  fleet  ;  and  the 
Antelope  failed  from  Gibraltar  the  9th,  with  Mr. 
Byng  on  board,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  after  a 
lhort  paflage.  Mr.  Weft  repaired  immediately  to 
London,  and  was  received  by  his  majefty  in  the  moft 

-  gracious  manner.  Mr.  Byng  on  his  arrival,  was  im¬ 
mediately  put  under  arreft. 
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Affairs  in  England .  In  North  America .  Council  of  war 
at  Albany.  Plan  of  operations.  Major  general  Aber¬ 


crombie  takes  the  chief  command.  Gallant  allion  un¬ 
der  Bradjlreet.  Ofwego  taken  by  the  french.  Reflec¬ 
tions.  Affairs  in  the  Eaft- Indies.  Nabob  of  Bengal 
takes  Calcutta.  Reflations. 


THE  lofs  of  Minorca  had  thrown  the  nation  into 
a  flame.  The  clamour  againft  the  miniftry 
was  very  great  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  *  all 
the  corporations  in  England  prefented  addreflfes  to 
his  majefty,  petitioning  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  for  a 
change  of  minifters  and  mealures  :  and  indeed,  the 


general  defpondency  which  appeared  in  all  ranks  of 
men,  from  which,  even  the  miniftry  themfelves  were 
not  entirely  free,  owing  to  the  lols  of  Minorca,  and 
the  dread  of  a  french  invafion,  which  had  for  fome 


time  rooted  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  was  not 
altogether  without  fome  reafon  j  for  without  doubt, 
the  nation  was  at  this  time  in  a  very  melancholy  con¬ 
dition,  for  though  the  war  had  not  continued  long 
enough  for  her  refources  to  be  exhaufted,  yet  the  mean 
figure  which  we  then  made  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 
was  very  mortifying  to  thofe  englillimen,  who  had  a 
true  fenfe  of  their  country’s  honour.  The  infults, 
the  contemptuous  ufage,  and  the  harfli  adts  of  opprei- 
fion,  put  upon  the  englifh  in  general,  throughout  all 
the  Mediterranean,  were  they  not  known  fadts,  would 
at  prefent  appear  incredible.  At  this  unhappy  pe¬ 
riod,  the  glory  of  our  name  was  lullied,  not  only 


in  Europe,  but  wherever  elfe  they  had  to  com¬ 
bat  with  the  vidtorious  french  :  In  fliort,  the  priva¬ 
teers  were  the  only  vidtors  which  then  belonged 
to  us*  and  thefe  were  almoft  ballanced  by  the  num¬ 
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her  of  lhips  taken  by  thofe  of  the  french.  The  af¬ 
fairs  of  North  America  wore  the  fame  gloomy  afpeCt 
that  diftinguifhed  the  appearance  of  its  mother 
country  in  Europe. 

There  the  french  were  ftill  victorious,  at  leaft  they 
were  quite  fuccefsful  in  their  plan  of  operations  in  that 
country,  which  was  by  any  means  to  fecure  to  them- 
lelves  the  foie  trade  and  navigation  of  all  the  great 
lakes  and  rivers,  on  the  back  of  the  englifh  fettle- 
ments  *,  to  effeCt  this,  they  had  already  made  very 
great  advances ;  they  had  ufurped  all  the  immenfe 
traCt  of  lands  on  the  river  Ohio,  and  fecured  it  for 
the  prefent  by  the  important  fortrefs  of  du  Quefne  ; 
they  had  fecured  another  trad  by  building  the  fort  at 
Crown  Point,  and  fort  Cohaffer ;  they  had  ereCted  a 
multitude  of  fmall  forts  on  all  the  pafies  of  the  lakes 
to  awe  the  indians  and  command  their  trade,  thofe  of 
Niagara  and  Frontenac,  were  the  moft  confiderable  ; 
the  frontiers  of  the  Carolina’s  were  awed  and  curbed 
by  fort  Conde,  befides  many  other  forts  of  lefs  con¬ 
fluence  fingiy,  but  of  great  importance  all  together, 
as  they  connected  the  chain,  which  commanded  all  the 
frontiers  of  the  englifh  fettlements,  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Georgia.  And  what  added  greatly  to  the  ftrength 
and  formidablenefs  of  the  french  in  North  America, 
was  the  divided  ftate  of  the  englifh  colonies,  whereas 
thofe  of  the  french  were  all  connected  in  one  gene¬ 
ral  government,  under  the  abfolute  military  controul 
of  the  governor  general  of  Canada.  It  was  under 
thefe  great  and  manifeft  difadvantages,  that  the  new 
year,  1 756,  was  opened  in  North  America. 

General  Shirley  ftill  continued  commander  in  chief. 
I  left  him  at  New  York,  having  fettled  with  the 
grand  council  held  there,  the  plan  of  operations, 
which  the  reader  may  remember  in  my  4th  chapter  ; 
he  fet  out  for  Albany  and  arrived  there  the  7 th  of 
may,  and  continuing  his  preparations  till  the  25th, 
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caJcd  a  council  of  war,  to  advife  on  his  future  mea- 
luies,  and  he  took  their  opinions  in  every  article,  few 
ot  which  were  of  importance. 

He  had  heard  lome  time  before,  that  there  was  a 
defign  in  England  to  fuperfede  him  ;  but'this  was  un¬ 
certain,  till  col.  Webb  arrived  at  New  York  from 
England,  bringing  two  letters  from  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  State,  dated  the  13th  and 
31(1  or  march;  in  the  latter  of  which,  he  received 
his  majefty’s  orders  to  repair  to  England.  On  the 
20th  of  june,  major  general  Abercrombie  arrived  at' 
New  York  with  Otway’s,  and  the  highland  regi¬ 
ments,  from  whence  he  went  to  Albany,  in  company 
with  col.  Webb,  and  the  day  following  took  upon 
himielf  the  chief  command  of  all  his  majefty’s  forces 
in  North  America.  Mr.  Shirley  gave  general  Aber- 
ciombie  a  very  particular  account  in  writing,  of  the 
ftate  of  every  part  of  his  majefty’s  fervice  under  his 
care,  with  the  ftrength  of  the  regiments,  garrifons, 
and  works  ;  and  alio  gave  him  his  lentiments  and 
advice  in  regard  to  the  expeditions  which  were  then 
in  agitation,  againft  the  french.  One  of  them,  as  it 
difplays  a  great  piece  of  bravery,  I  muft  be  more  par¬ 
ticular  in  mentioning.  It  was  a  very  gallant  adion 
under  captain  Bradftreet.  That  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  battoes  in  their  way  to  Ofwego,  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  party  of  french  and  indians  in  ambuf- 
cade  ;  finding  himfdf  between  two  fires,  he  retired 
with  great  dexterity  to  a  little  ifiand  on  the  river, 
where,  for  fome  time,  he  defended  himielf  with  fix 
men,  againft  forty  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  them 
to  retire  ;  being  reinforced,  he  attacked  a  large  body 
infinitely  fuperior  to  his  own,  and  gained  a  complete 
vidory  over  them,  which  was  owing  intirely  to  his 
own  admirable  condud,  and  the  aftonifhing  bravery 
of  his  men. 

In  march  laft  the  carl  of  London  had  been  appointed 
commander  in  chief  of  all  his  majefty’s  forces  in 
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North  America  ;  and  general  Abercrombie  fent  over 
to  alTume  the  command,  till  his  lordfhip’s  arrival, 
which  was  on  the  23d  of  july,  at  New  York.  Mr. 
Shirley  having  arrived  there  the  4th,  his  lordfhip 
regardlefs  of  his  eafe,  and  the  fatigues  of  a  tedious 
voyage,  refted  there  but  three  days ;  and  on  the  29th 
of  july,  reached  his  head  quarters  at  Albany,  when 
he  took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the  army. 

Soon  after  his  lordfhip’s  arrival,  capt.  Bradftreet 
difpatched  intelligence,  that  he  was  informed  the 
french  were  preparing  to  attack  Ofwego,  having  1200 
men  for  that  purpofe  encamped,  not  far  from  the 
eaftermoft  fort.  Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence, 
general  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf  in  readi- 

o  _ 

nefs  to  march  for  its  defence,  with  the  44th  regiment ; 
and  on  the  12th  of  auguft,  the  troops  embarked  for 
that  expedition,  at  Albany, 

In  the  mean  time,  lieutenant  colonel  Mercer,  com¬ 
manding  officer  at  Ofwego,  received  repeated  intelli¬ 
gence,  that  the  enemy  had  fome  place  or  camp  to 
the  eaftward  of  Ofwego,  about  30  miles  from  it ; 
and  particularly  on  the  6th  of  auguft,  that  there  was 
a  large  encampment  of  french  and  indians  about  12 
miles  to  the  eaftward  of  that  fort  ;  on  thefe  intel¬ 
ligences,  Mr.  Mercer  difpatched  an  exprefs  boat 
to  the  commanding  officer  upon  the  lake,  who  was 
then  out  upon  a  cruife  to  the  weftward,  with  a  bri¬ 
gantine  and  two  (loops  ;  letting  him  know  that  he 
intended  next  day  to  fend  400  men  in  whale  boats 
to  vifit  the  enemy,  and  defiring  him  to  keep  to  the 
eaftward  as  much  as  he  could,  in  order  to  cover  the 
men  in  the  boats,  and  hinder  the  enemy  from  ap¬ 
proaching  nearer;  but  by  fome  ftrange  negledl,  or 
fome  other  private  reafon,  inftead  of  complying  there¬ 
with,  they  returned  next  day  to  Ofwego,  and  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  enter  the  harbour,  the  brigantine  was 
driven  by  a  gale  of  wind  upon  rocky  ground,  where 
fhe  lay  beating  about  1 8  hours,  and  was  after- 

I  I  4  wards, 
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wai  ds  forced  to  heave  down,  in  order  ■  tQ  have  a 
take  keel.  ' 

•  ^[on^ieur  Montcalm,  the  french  general,  having 
intelligence  given  him  of  the  fituation  of  the  engliffi 
vellds,  that  the  brigantine  was  ftranded,  and&the 
other  two  returned  into  harbour,  topk  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  tranfporting  and  landing  his  artillery  and 
tioops  in  boats,  within  a  mile  and  half  of  fort  On¬ 
tario  ;  which,  as  a  french  officer  declared  after  Of- 

VVCfr?  'i  ^ven’  M  could  not  have  done,  had  our 
veiicjs  been  out  to  the  eaftward. 

1  heii  aitillery,  for  drawing  which  thev  tranfported 
35  horles,  confided  of  about  32  pieces'  of  cannon, 

pounders,  feveral  large  brafs  mortars 
and  hoyets  .(among  which  was  the  artillery  taken  from 
general  Braddock  at  Monongahela)  and  were  all 
brought  in  battoes  from  Portland  Point,  as  they  could 
not  have  been  tranfported  by  land  from  thence,  on 
account  of  the  great  number  of  fwamps,  drowned 
lands,  and  creeks  in  the  way  ;  their  forces  con  filled 
pf  about  1  Soo  regular  troops,  250P  Canadians,  and 
5Q0  indians.  The  french  troops  began  to  fire  upon 
Ohvego  on  the  11th  of  auguft,  which  was  returned 
with  lmall  arms,  and  eight  cannon  from  the  fort, 
and  fhells  from  the  other  fide  the  river. 

In  fhort,  the  force  of  the  french  amounting  to  up¬ 
wards  of  3000  men,  after  a  few  days  defence,  the 
garrifon  was  obliged  to  furrender  ;  bqt  not  before 

their  governor  col.  Mercer  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball. 

During  the  whole  fiege,  the  foldiers  behaved  with 
a  remarkable  refolution  and  intrepidity  againft  the 
enemy,  exerting  themfclves  in  the  defence  of  the 
place  in  every  part  of  duty  ;  and  it  was  with  great 
reludlance,  that  they  were  perfuadcd  by  their  officers 

to  lay  down  their  arms,  after  the  garrifon  had  capi¬ 
tulated. 


Immediately 
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Immediately  after  the  furrender  of  Ofweso,  the 
french  demolifhed  the  works  there,  and  embarked 
with  their  prifoners,  provifions,  artillery,  and  booty 
for  fort  Frontenac,  in  their  way  back  to  Montreal, 
and  from  thence  to  Quebec,  where  the  garriion  was 
put  on  board  a  merchant  fhip,  which  fet  lail  direCtly 
for  Portfmouth  in  England,  and  exchanged  them 
for  the  fame  number  of  french  prifoners. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  concerning  the  fiege  of 
Ofwego,  the  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  lofs  of  that 
fortrefs,  in  all  probability  would  not  have  happened, 
jf  they  had  not  brought  a  train  of  artillery  againft  it, 
and  that  was  impracticable  by  any  other  means,  than 
by  water  carriage  on  the  lake  ;  and  it  appeared  by 
the  behaviour  of  the  french  veffels,  and  from  the 
confeffion  of  the  french  officers  themfelves,  that 
the  englifn  veffels  fitted  out  upon  the  lake  were 
of  fufficient  ftrength  to  have  prevented  the  french 
from  tranfporting  their  artillery,  &c.  by  water  ;  and 
confequently,  if  the  new  (loop  and  floop  Ofwego  had 
been  in  a  condition  to  have  aCted  upon  the  lake,  it 
would  have  rendered  it  quite  impracticable  for  the 
enemy  to  have  brought  their  artillery  to  Ofwego,  even 
without  the  occafional  affiftance  of  the  whale  boats. 
In  regard  to  the  ftrength  of  the  forts  at  Ofwego, 
for  refilling  an  army  furnifhed  with  cannon,  it  was 
very  inlufficient  *,  and  the  moft  particular  partifans  of 
genera]  Shirley  are  forced  to  flur  over  this  affair,  in 
the  moft  plaufible  manner  they  were  able,  as  the  argu¬ 
ments  they  ufe  for  that  end,  are  founded  too  much 
upon  the  general’s  intentions,  and  expectations  of  the 
fervice  of  the  indians ;  furely  he  might  have  placed 
the  lafety  of  fo  important  a  poft  upon  ftronger  foun¬ 
dations,  efpecially,  as  he  had  all  along  made  Ofwego 
one  of  the  principal  articles  of  his  management, 
whilft  he  had  the  chief  command,  and  fpent  fo  much 
time  there  in  pcrfon,  in  forwarding  the  fortifications  ; 
4nd,  as  I  have  laid  before,  had  almoft  finilhed  the 

tranfportation 
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franiportation  of  provifions,  enough  for  5000  men  for 
ieveral  months,  to  that  fort;  one  would  have  thought 
that  Mr.  Shirley  might  have  known,  that  thefe  me¬ 
thods  muft  all  be  tried  in  vain,  unlefs  he  put  the  for- 
ti  eis  ltlelf  in  fuch  a  (late  of  defence,  as  to  have  no¬ 
thing  to  tear  from  any  armaments  which  the  french 
could  make  againft  it. 

I  obferved  before,  that  general  Webb  was  ordered 
to  march  to  the  relief  of  Ofwego  :  he  was  advanced 
as  far  as  the  german  flatts,  when  he  received  an  ex- 
prefs  from  the  commanding  officer,  at  the  great  Car- 
rying-place,  auguft  the  17th,  acquainting  him,  that 
Oiwego  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  anfwer 
to  which,  he  received  orders  from  general  Webb  to 
employ  as  large  a  party  of  men  as  he  could  fpare, 
in  obflrufting  the  paffage  of  the  Wood-creek,  for  24 
miles,  by  felling  of  trees  a-crofs  it  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  the  general  arrived  there  himfelf,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  out  freffi  parties  to  affift  in  flopping  up  the 
paffage  of  the  W  ood-creek.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the 
Carrying-place,  there  were  about  1500  regular  troops 
there,  which,  together  with  the  feamen,  battoe-men, 
&c.  made  upwards  of  2500  fighting  men,  and  fir  Will. 
Johnfon  was  then  marching  thither,  with  the  albany 
militia.  As  general  Webb  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  flrength  of  the  french  forces  that  had  taken  Of¬ 
wego,  or  the  rout  they  had  marched,  he  encamped  at 
the  great  Carrying-place,  and  threw  up  an  entrench¬ 
ment  and  breafl-work  round  his  camp,  upon  which 
he  mounted  28  pieces  of  cannon. 

But  loon  after,  repeated  intelligence  being  brought 
to  the  genera],  that  the  french  had  evacuated  Ofwe¬ 
go,  and  were  marching  home  again  ;  he  ordered  all 
the  battocs  he  had  with  him,  to  be  loaded  with  all 
the  (lores,  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provifions  that 
were  there,  and  proceed  back  again  to  Albany  :  and 
as  to  the  forts  at  the  Carrying-place,  he  ordered  them 
to  be  pulled  down,  burnt,  and  deftroyed.  This  was 

of 
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of  very  bad  confequence  ;  for  the  indians  inhabiting 
the  country  round  thefe  forts,  were  no  fooner  left 
unprotefted,  than  they  wavered  in  their  alliance  with 
the  englifh  ;  and  this  meafure  was  alfo  needlefs  in 
another  refpeft,  as  the  french  who  conquered  Ofwego 
had  marched  back  again  *,  whereas,  general  Webb 
flopped  up  the  Wood-creek,  and  demolifhed  the  forts 
at  the  great  Carrying-place,  in  expectation  of  the 
enemy’s  marching  againft  him. 

This' was  the  laft  affair  in  which  Mr.  Shirley  was 
any  ways  concerned,  as  commander  in  chief ;  I  mean 
the  lofs  of  Ofwego.  It  is  very  difficult  to  pronounce 
decifively  on  the  abilities  of  a  man,  from  the  tranf- 
aftions  he  is  concerned  in  during  one  year’s  command  ; 
at  leaft  this  is  the  cafe  with  regard  to  general  Shirley  : 
with  great  juftnefs,  and  the  drifted  impartiality  one 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  that  he  was  an  able  man, 
though  unequal  in  appearance  to  the  weight  of  pub- 
lie  care,  which  he  affumed  when  he  undertook  the 
chief  command  ;  the  greateft  flaw  in  his  conduft 
wras  the  lofs  of  Ofwego,  the  prefervation  of  which 
place,  he  had  many  times  declared  to  be  the  chief 
point  he  had  in  view  for  a  long  time  ;  and  it  is  na¬ 
tural  to  fuppole,  that  when  a  general  himfelf  under¬ 
takes  to  fee  any  poft  fortified,  that  fuch  a  fortrefs 
fihould  at  leaft  be  ftrong  enough  to  refill  a  an  ene¬ 
my  a  reafonable  time  ;  at  lead  this  wras  certainly  to 
have  been  expefted  in  regard  to  Ofwego:  but  after 
all  the  objections  which  have  been  raifed  againft  his 
conduct,  yet  we  fhould  remember,  that  if,  upon  the 
molt  ftrift  enquiry,  we  find  he  was  in  his  com¬ 
mand  very  faulty,  thofe  minifters  in  England,  who 
permitted  him  to  continue  in  it,  were  alfo  faulty, 
in  a  like  proportion,  for  not  being  acquainted  with 
the  merits  of  the  man  they  promoted.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  a  little  unufual  to  find  a  private  perfon,  who 
had  been  originally  bred  to  the  law,  at  the  uni- 
verfity  in  Cambridge,  and  feeking  his  fortune  in  the 

manner 
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manner  Mr.  Shirley  did,  rife  almofi:  at  once  to  be 
general  iffimo  in  America,  with  the  appointments  and 
pay  of  the  great  duke  of  Marlborough. 

Such  was  the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms  in 
Amenca  ;  and  in  the  Baft-Indies,  affairs  wore  a 
Hill  worfe  afpedt :  the  company,  by  the  bad  ma¬ 
nagement  of  their  affairs,  which  is  juft  what  one 
would  expedt  from  the  dominion  of  a  company  of 
traders,  loft  their  valuable  fettlement  at  Bengal. 
It  leerns  that  Alvedeikam,  nabob  of  Bengal,  having 
died  in  the  beginning  of  may  17 56,  his  nephew, 
Saradjot  Dollah  fucceeded  him,  This  fucceffion  oc- 
cafioned  much  difcontent  and  trouble.  Saradjot 
proving  a  mod  abominable  tyrant,  his  fubjedts  many 
of  them  confpired  againft  him,  and  being  difcovered, 
took  refuge  in  the  englifh  fettlement  at  Calcutta. 
The  nabob  marched  againft  that  place  with  an  army, 
and  after  making  lome  enormous  demands,  laid 
fiege  to  it ;  governor  Dr-k-  pretended  to  be  a  quaker, 
perfuaded.  many  people  to  fend  their  treafures  on 
board  a  fhip  in  the  river  with  him  to  fave  them,  which 
many  did  j  the  governor  then,  with  the  officer  next 
in  command,  fet  fail,  and  left  the  garrifon,  uncom¬ 
manded,  to  take  care  of  themfelves.  They,  dif- 
pirited  by  this  behaviour,  foon  furrendered,  and, 
were  treated  with  the  greateft  cruelty  ;  what  200  of 
them  fuffered  in  the  black  hole  is  too  fhocking  and 
too  frefh  in  every  one’s  memory  to  be  forgot.  It 
was  expedled  that  the  governor  would  have  been 
called  to  account  for  his  bad  behaviour  at  Calcutta,  in 
leaving  the  garrifon  to  take  care  of  themfelves  ; 
but  he  efcaped  without  fo  much  as  a  trial  •,  it  was 
faid  for  his  excufe,  that  he  was  a  quaker,  and  con- 
fequently  his  confcience  would  not  allow  him  to 
fight  ;  but  fuppofing  that  was  the  cafe,  yet  there  re¬ 
mains  a  query  that  will  be  difficult  to  be  anfwered  ; 
and  that  is,  why  did  the  next  commanding  officer 
follow  fo  bad  an  example  and  go  away  with  him, 

that  ' 
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that  gentleman  -was  no  quaker  by  religion,  although 
he  fliewed  himfelf  to  have  the  fame  •  averfion  to 
fio-hting.  It  is  equally  a  difgrace  to  the  englilh  Eaft- 
India  company,  the  appointing  a  quaker  to  be  com¬ 
mander  of  a  place  of  fuch  importance,  and  the  leav¬ 
ing  it  in  fuch  a  defencelefs  condition  :  but  fuch 
overfights  and  weak  management  is  generally  to  be 
found° in  the  affairs  of  a  company  of  traders,  who 
as  fuch  may  be  confpicuous,  but  as  warriors  con¬ 
temptible. 


( 
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C  H  A  P.  VII L 

EUr°Pn  CeUrt  martld  on  Ueut-  gen.  Fowke 
Medians.  Recapitulation  of  the  Affairs  of  Germany 

gohations  in  Germany,  from  1 744  to  1 756.  Mea 

files  of  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterjburg,  and  Drefden 

th?elTref0r  W*r-J  Kmg  °f  Pru^’s  ”™°rial  U 
court  Tf  S  qUeett'  ^  “"I™'  Condua  °f  th 
tions.  f  1  aX0,’y'  hlS  majeJly.  Reflec- 

theraffiirs  of  the  britift  nation  wore 
thofe  Pr«Ceeding.  from  the  fenie  of 

other  parts  of  the**  m"  pe°pIe  met  with  in 
damn  /  5  and  which  could  not  but 

ieaft  rea-ird  for  r I  °f(  en8ldhman,  who  had  the 

I  lt  5Sard  tor,  tbe  honour  and  welfare  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  During  the  courfe  of  the  unfortunate  year  17  c6 
England  was  ftripped  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Mi- 

a,"nd  3  ftVC,e  dif8"“  admiral 

In  Nouh  America,  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Ofwego  was  conquered  by  the  french  and  a  ecnera 

tadeedlhe ^  ,thA  b^lh  *™s-  Ihc  EaifrndS 
nueed,  the  pirate  Angna  was  conquered,  and  there¬ 
by  the  india  company  received  great  advantages  their 

rhif  Tc  m°re  fCCUre  aifd  Iefs  interrupted;  but 

of  Cakutfr^  rerlWaS  l0?n  aft£r  fol,owed  b>'  lofs 
far  from  u  ’  °r  at  In  C^1S  country,  the  englifh  were 
tar  trom  being  fuccefsful ;  and  then  adding  to  thefe 

in  dances,  the  fuccefs  which  the  french  met  within 
thar  fmall  fquadrons,  always  efcaping  the  fuperior 
ones  of  the  engl.fli,  we  may  juffly  conclude,  with  re¬ 
peating  how  much  the  martial  credit  of  the  nation 
differed  by  the  events  which  happened  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  war,  to  the  period  I  am  now  fpeakin°- 
of.  But  to  return.  rCdKmg 

The 
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The  reader  may  remember,  that  when  Admiral 
Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  in  his  way  to  the  relief  of 
Minorca,  he,  purfuant  to  his  inftrudtions,  demanded 
of  lieut.  gen.  Fouke  a  detachment  from  his  garrifon, 
equal  to  a  battalion,  to  take  on  board  his  fleet  and 
carry  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fowke  had  received  his  majefty’s  orders  to 
comply  with  fuch  demand;  but  he,  in  confequence 
of  the  weaknefs  of  his  garrifon,  called  a  council  of 
war  at  Gibraltar,  to  confider  whether  it  was  expedient, 
as  the  ftate  of  affairs  then  flood  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  to  obey  thefe  commands  ;  and  that  it  was  re- 
folved  by  this  council  of  war,  not  to  fend  fuch  a  de¬ 
tachment  on  board  Mr.  Byng’s  fleet.  It  was  for  dis¬ 
obedience  to  thefe  orders,  that  lieut.  gen.  Fowke  was 
brought  before  the  following  board  of  general  officers, 
appointed  to  enquire  into  his  behaviour,  and  who  met 
the  ioth  of  auguft,  1760,  viz. 

Gen.  fir  Robert  Rich,  prefident, 

Gen.  fir  John  Ligonier, 

Lieut,  gen.  Hawley, 

Lieut,  gen.  lord  Cadogan, 

Lieut,  gen.  Guife, 

Lieut,  gen.  Onflow, 

Lieut,  gen.  Pultney, 

Lieut,  gen.  Hufke, 

Lieut,  gen.  Campbell, 

Lieut,  gen.  lord  de  la  Warr, 

Lieut,  gen.  Charles  duke  of  Marlborough, 
Lieut,  gen.  Wolfe, 

Lieut,  gen.  Cholmondeley, 

Major  gen.  Lafcelles, 

Major  gen.  Rockland, 

Major  gen.  lord  Geo.  Beauclerk. 

The  members  of  this  court  being  fworn,  and  the 
neceflary  papers  read,  the  judge  advocate  opened  the 
profecution,  by  accufing  die  general  of  difobedience 

to 
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to  his  majefty’s  orders.  The  nature  of  this  court 
maitial,  did  not  require  that  many  witneffes  fhould 
be  examined,  the  principal  part  of  the  proceedings 

was  the  general’s  defence.  Having  prepared  it,  it  was 
read,  and  was  as  follows  ; 

I  hat  he  received  thefe  three  letters  together,  by 
the  iame  hand,  and  mu  ft  therefore  take  them  toge¬ 
ther.  That  his  orders  were  confufed  at  lead,  if  not 
contradictory  :  that  if  they  were  confufed,  then  he 
could  not  know  how  to  execute  them  ;  and  if  they 
wcie  conn  adiCtory,  they  could  not  be  executed  at  all. 

My  orders  being  confufed  and  contradictory,  I  called 
a  council  of  war,  not  to  deliberate  whether  I  fhould 
obey  my  orders  or  not,  but  only  to  take  their  fenfe, 
what  was  the  meaning  of  them. 

1  he  whole  number  which  I  had  then  in  garrifon, 
was  but  2700  men.  I  had  fpared  to  Mr.  Edgecomb’s 
fhips  230,  which,  with  40  of  my  men  which  he  had 
lett  in  St.  Philips,  made  270.  The  ordinary  duty 
of  the  garrifon  required  in  workmen  and  guards  800 
men,  fo  that  I  had  then  only  130  men  more  than 
three  reliefs.  It  I  had  made  the  detachment  of  a  bat¬ 
talion  ,  and  put  it  on  board  the  fleet,  I  fhould  not 
then  have  had  much  more  than  two  reliefs,  and  this 
at  a  time,  when  I  believed  the  place  was  in  danger 
of  being  attacked,  for  good  reafons,  which  I  do  net 
think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  mention.” 

\\  hen  the  judge  advocate  had  finiflied  reading  the 
general’s  defence  ;  Mr.  Fowke  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
court,  by  which  he  enforced  what  he  before  infilled 
upon,  that  the  orders  delivered  to  him  were  confufed 
and  contradictory,  and  that  in  every  fenfe  that  could 
be  put  upon  them,  they  were  diferetionary,  that  is  to 
% 5  to  bv,  complied  with,  or  not  to  be  complied 
with,  according  as  the  admiral  and  he  fhould,  from 
the  then  circumftances  of  affairs,  judge  to  be  molt 
for  his  majefty’s  fervice. 

1  he  reader  perceives,  that  the  general’s  defence 
confifts  in  the  fuppofition  of  his  order’s  being  dif¬ 
eretionary 
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cretionai  y,  and  theft  certainly  were  forne  queftions 
which  would  make  one  think,  they  either  were  ftT 
or  contradictory.  The  judge  advocate  being  ordered 
to  read  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  at  war  to  general 
Fowke,  began  it  thus  :  0 

“  I  wrote  to  you  by  general  Stuart ;  if  that  order 
“  is  not  complied  with,  then  you  are,”  &c.  &c. 

Upon  which  the  general  very  naturally  afked,  how 
could  his  lordfhip  write,  “  If  that  order  is  not  com¬ 
plied  with,”  if  he  had  thought  it  an  abfclute  order, 
and  not  diicretionary.  ’ 

Another  very  odd  anfvver  was  made,  during  the  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  court,  which  is  very  worthy  of  bein°-  re¬ 
membered  to  the  credit  of  its  author.  & 

General  Fowke  afked  the  fecretary  at  war,  “  But 
is  it  not  the  cuftom  of  your  office,  when  fecond 
“  orders  are  intended  to  fuperfede  the  fir  ft,  to  men- 
‘‘  tion  that  they  do  fo  r”  In  reply  to  which,  my  lord 
Barrington  faid,  “  I  had  then  been  but  about  four 

months  in  my  office.”  This  anfwer,  I  think,  needs 
no  comment. 

When  the  queftion  came  to  be  put,  to  acquit  or 
to  lulpend  for  one  year,  the  court  was  equally  di- 
vided,  there  being  eight  for  acquitting,  and  eight  for 
impending ;  and  as,  in  fuch  cafes  the  prefident  has  a 
caltmg  vote,  he  gave  it  for  fufpending.  Which  fen- 
tence  bemg  reported  to  his  majefty,  he  thought  fit  to 
dif mifs  him  from  his  fervice. 

Such  were  the  refolutions  of  this  council  of  war 
1  muff  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  evidence  that  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  trial,  which  I  ffiall  do  with  the  ftnfteft 
jrnpartiahty.  General  Fowke  received  two  orders 
™  the  Secretary  at  war,  the  firft  to  receive  lord 

f  .  ,  ert1^ s  reS'ment  into  his  garrifon,  and  to 

Fnd  a  detachment  on  board  the  Meet ;  the  fecond 
.aid  nothing  about  lord  Robert  Bertie’s  regiment, 
but  repeated  the  0ther  order.  On  the  receipt 
f  them,  he  direftly  called  a  council  of  war,  and 
laid  before  them  the  ftate  of  his  own  garrifon,  and 
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the  difficulty  of  throwing  fuccours  into  Minorca,  and 
defired  their  opinion  concerning  the  expediency  of 
obeying  his  orders,  whether  it  was  for  his  majefty’s 
fervice.  The  general  afterwards  in  his  defence  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  called  this  council  of  war,  not  to  con- 
fider  whether  he  fhould  obey  his  orders,  or  nor, 
but  to  know  the  meaning  of  them  :  if  this  was  really 
the  cafe,  would  it  not  have  been  natural  for  him 
to  lay  his  orders  before  them,  and,  in  one  word  to 
afk  their  opinions,  whether  they  were  difcretionary 
or  abfolute ;  but  fo  far  from  this,  there  never  paffied 
a  doubt  about  his  orders,  the  point  in  difpute  amongft 
them  was,  whether  they  fhould  be  obeyed,  or  no. 

One  point,  indeed,  ipoke  for  him,  which  was  the 
beginning  of  lord  Barrington’s  letter,  of  the  12th  of 
may.  “  I  wrote  you  by  general  Stuart ;  if  that  or- 
46  der  was  not  complied  with,  then,55  this  was-  in 
one  fenfe  faying,  that  the  order  by  general  Stuart  was 
difcretionary,  for  his  lordfhip  muft  know,  or  had  at 
Jeaft  great  reafon  to  think,  that  Mr.  Fowke  had  re¬ 
ceived  thofe  by  general  Stuart.  But  what  con¬ 
demns  him  moll  of  all  was,  his  letter  to  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  dated  the  6th  of  may,  wherein  he  tells 
him,  “  That  he  had,  with  the  advice  of  a  council  of 
“  war,  difobeyed  his  order,  and  that  he  had  been  in - 
“  duced  to  act  fo,  on  the  confideration  of  the  weak 
“  ftate  of  his  garrifon  but  never  once  mentions 
that  he  had  adted  according  to  his  judgment  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  lordlhip’s  difcretionary  orders  ;  which 
he  certainly  would  have  done,  had  he  really  thought 
they  v/ere  difcretionary.  If  the  general  thought  his 
orders  to  be  fo  undoubtedly  difcretionary,  what  occa- 
fion  was  there  to  call  a  council  of  war,  to  know 
their  meaning?  as  he  fays  in  his  defence  he  did.  In 
fhort,  it  was  that  fatal  letter  to  lord  Barrington,  which 
convinced  the  court  martial  of  the  general’s  difobedi- 
ence  •,  had  he  not  produced  it,  many  have  thought, 
that  he  v/culd  have  been  acquitted  j  but  that  letter 
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convinced  them,  that  he  himfelf  thought  his  orders 
abfolute. 

But  to  leave  the  gloomy  affairs  of  England  for  a 
moment,  and  turn  our  eyes  on  thofe  of  more  re- 
fplendent  and  magnificent  eclat ;  we  mult  accompany 
the  reader  through  the  principal  courts  in  Germany, 
and  point  out  the  feeming  fecret  caufes  of  thofe  great 
events,  which  for  fome  years  held  all  Europe  equally 
in  fulpence,  and  aftonifhment.  As  the  courts  of 
Berlin  and  Vienna  were  the  principals  in  this  famous 
conteft,  it  will  be  neceffary  (for  the  information  of 


the  reader)  to  prefent  him  with  a  recapitulation  of  the 


general  affairs  of  Germany,  antecedent  to  the  period 
I  am  fpeaking  of :  and  more  particularly  of  the  two 
courts  abovementioned. 

Every  one,  who  is  the  leaf!:  verfed  in  the  hiftory 
of  Germany,  muff  know,  that  Frederick  William 
the  lid,  eledtor  of  Brandenburg,  was  one  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  diftinguifned  princes  of  his  time, 
both  for  wifdom  and  courage  ;  which  were  always 
properly  employed  for  his  own  fecurity,  and  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  people.  He  entered  upon  the  government, 
in  the  year  1640,  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  Germany, 
and  his  own,  were  in  a  very  difficult  and  embarraffed 
fituation.  In  the  year  1687,  this  prince  came  to  an 
amicable  conclufion  with  the  emperor  Leopold,  in 
relation  to  a  difpute,  which  had  long  fubfifted,  con¬ 
cerning  the  principality  of  Jagerndorff  in  Silefia  ;  the 
invefiiture  of  which  had  been  conferred  on  the  mar-  ' 
graves  of  Brandenburg,  by  Lewis,  king  of  Bohemia, 
about  the  year  1523  ;  which  duchy  had  afterwards 
been  refumed  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  under  feve- 
ral  trifling  pretenfions,  at  times  when  the  power  of 
the  auftrian  family  was  undifturbed,  and  that  of 
Brandenburg  involved  in  the  confufion  of  war.  Iri 
compenfation  for  this  principality,  the  eledtor  had 
the  territory  of  Schwibus,  in  the  northern  part  of 


Silefia  yielded  up  to  him,  which  the  emperor  at 
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found  means  to  obtain  back  from  his  fon  and  liter- 
ceffor.  '  , , 

Frederick  III  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  electorate 
of  Brandenburg,  in  april,  1688  ;  and,  like feveral of 
his  predeceflbrs,  entered  upon  the  adminiftration  of 
affairs,  at  a  conjuncture,  which  required  a  prince  of 
great  parts  to  conduCt  them  to  advantage. 

This  great  and  magnificent  prince  died  in  the 
56th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  lucceeded  in  all  his 
dominions  by  Frederick  William,  prince  royal  or 
Pruffia,  and  electoral  prince  of  Brunfwick,  whofe 
reign  was  no  lefs  glorious,  than  that  or  his  father’s, 
fhewing,  in  every  tranfaCtion  of  his  life*  that  he  was 
in  every  inftance  careful  to  maintain  and  lupport  his 
own  dignity,  to  lecure  his  dominions,  to  make  him- 
felf  refpeCled  by  his  neighbours,  to  keep  his  troops 
and  fortreffes  conftantly  in  fuch  a  pofture,  as  might 
prevent  his  being  hurt  by  any  unforefeen  accident  *, 
and  give  him  an  opportunity,  where  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  things  would  permit  it,  of  turning  any  fuch 
accident  to  his  advantage.  It  was  with  this  view, 
that  he  kept  always  on  foot,  between  80  and  100,000 
regular  troops  well  paid,  and  perfectly  well  difci- 
plined  •,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  no  lefs  careful 
of  his  revenues,  as  being  thoroughly  fenfible,  that 
if  ever  a  war  became  neceflary,  treafure  would  be  to 
the  full  as  needful  as  troops. 

Charles  Frederick,  the  prefent  king  of  Pruffia,  and 
elector  of  Brandenburg,  was  born  January  the  24th, 
1712,  and  confequently  was  in  the  29th  year  of  his 
age,  when  he  mounted  the  throne.  I  fiiall  be  more 
particular  in  what  relates  to  this  great  monarch,  an¬ 
tecedent  to  the  period  I  fhall  attempt  to  write  the 
hiitory  of,  as  he  afterwards  (hone  forth  with  lb  diftia- 
guifiiing  a  luftre,  in  the  late  war. 

The  very  dawning  of  this  young  monarch’s  go¬ 
vernment  drew  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  and 
gave  his  neighbours  very  juft  ideas  of  what  might 
be  expefled  in  the  progrefs  of  it.  He  had  been  but 
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Indifferently  treated  in  his  father’s  life-time,  and 
there  confequently  were  many  who  dreaded  his  re- 
fentments  ;  but  he  punifhed  no  body  except  the 
counfellor  Eckard,  whom  he  ordered  to  depart  his 
dominions,  becaufe  he  had  been  a  conftant  devifcr 
of  taxes,  and  the  principal  inftrument  off  tffe  late 
king,  in  laying  burthens  upon  his  lubjefts  ;  fo  that 
in  his  manner  of  treating  him,  tffe  new  monarch 
fhewed  that  he  could  avenge  the  wrongs  done  to.  his 
people,  though  he  was  at  the  fame  time  patient  un¬ 
der  his  own.  He  was  no  fooner  pofieffed  of  the 
crown,  than  he  declared  himfelf  a  pflste&or  of  learn¬ 
ing  ;  and  by  a  letter  written  with  his  own  hand,  in¬ 
vited  the  famous  Mr.  Maupertuis  from  Paris,  to  take 
upon  him  the  direction  of  the  academy  of  Berlin  ; 
or,  as  the  king  himfelf  elegantly  exprefled  it,  to  graft 
the  flips  of  true  fcience  on  the  wild  flocks  in  the 
north  *. 

This  young  monarch,  in  the  difputes  he  had  con¬ 
cerning  the  barony  of  Herflall,  and  principality  of 
Neufchatel,  with  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  a,nd  the  duke 
of  Chevreule,  manifefted  to  his  neighbours,  the  firm- 
nefs  and  vigour  of  his  government.  Thefe  however, 
were  but  as  preludes  to  the  great  ftroke  of  all,  by 
v/hich  his  majefty  added  a  great  part  of  the  rich  and 
fruitful  country  of  Silefia  to  his  dominions  :  which, 
as  it  has  been  confidered  as  the  occafion  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  war  of  1741,  and  bore  a  confiderable  fhare  in 
that  of  which  I  am  giving  the  hiftory  •,  the  readff; 
will  naturally  expedl,  that  we  {liquid  be  a  little 
more  particular  in  the  account  of  this  Angular  tranlh 
aftion. 

I  have  already  fhown,  that  the  houffe  of  Branden¬ 
burg  had  a  very  fair  title  to  the  principality  of  Ja- 
gerndorf,  and  other  territories  in  that  country,  which 

*  Vide  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  from  which  ingenious  work  If 
have  taken  great  part  of  this  account  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  pre¬ 
ceding  the  war. 
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tlie  emperor,  notwitbftanding  united  to  the  kingdom 
of  Bohemia ;  but  as  the  debtor  ftili  kept  up  his  claim, 
and  the  houle  of  Auftria  had  great  need  of  his  affift- 
ance,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  give  him  fame  fatis- 
fabiion  ^  and  accordingly  a  treaty  was  fet  on  foot  at 
Berlin,  in  1686,  whereby  it  was  ftipuiated,  that  the 
eleftor  fhould  renounce  all  the  pretenfions  of  his 
houle,  to  the  principalities  of  Jagerndorf,  Lignitz, 
Biieg  and  Wohau,  upon  condition  that  the  emperor 
fhould  yield  to  the  debtor,  the  territory  of  Schwibus. 
The  baron  de  Fry  tag,  who  managed  this  negotia¬ 
tion  for  the  court  of  Vienna,  with  the  debtor  Fre¬ 
derick  II,  let  on  foot  at  the  fame  time  another  clan- 
deftine  treaty  with  the  electoral  prince  Frederick,  who 
was  afterwards  Frederick  III,  debtor  of  Branden¬ 
burg,  though  he  is  generally  called  Frederick  I,  be- 
cauie  he  was  the  firrt  king  of  Pruffia. 

i  he  nature  or  this  lecret  negotiation  was  very 
dark  ;  for  there  were  fome  family  difputes,  in  which 
tne  emperor  threatened  to  take  part  againft  the 
prince,  it,  at  the  fame  time  his  father  fubfcribed  the 
treaty  abovementioned,  he  did  not  fubfcribe  an  obli¬ 
gation  to  give  up,  as  foon  as  it  fliould  be  in  his  power 
tlie  territory  of  Schwibus,  for  a  fmallfum  of  money. 
Accordingly,  when  he  became  elector  of  Branden¬ 
burg,  the  money  was  offered,  and  the  territory  de¬ 
manded  ;  but  all  the  counfdlors  of  tlie  new  elebtor 
adv:fed  him  not  to  part  with  it,  as  he  had  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  this  agreement,  which,  in  its  own 
nature  therefore  was  void  ;  but  the  emperor  Leopold 
in  lifting  upon  it,  and  threatening  to  ufe  force,  he 
yielded  up  the  territory ;  but  refufed  to  confirm 
the  renunciation  made  by  his  father,  of  his  for¬ 
mer  right. 

1  bus  the  reader  fees,  in  a  few  words,  the  nature  of 
ti  e  king  of  Pruffia’s  claim  ;  he  reprefented  both 
Frederick  II,  and  Frederick  III,  confequently  the 
tights  of  both  were  in  him  ;  and,  as  the  houfe  of  Au¬ 
ftria  had  taken  away  the  equivalent,  he  conceived  he 

had 


Ah  .4 


(  119  ) 

had  a  juft  right  to  the  territories  formerly  in  the  pof- 
ieflion  of  his  family,  viz.  the  principality  of  Jagern- 
dorf,  and  other  countries,  of  which  he  refolvcd  im¬ 
mediately  to  take  pofleflion.  He  had  two  reafons  for 
adting  in  this  manner,  without  any  previous  decla¬ 
rations  made  to  the  court  of  Vienna ;  the  firft  was, 
that  the  male  line  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  being  ex- 
tindt,  and  the  power  of  that  family  thereby  weakened, 
he  thought  this  a  favourable  opportunity  of  doing 
himfelf  juftice  ;  and  that  he  fnould  be  wanting  to 
himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  or  fucceffors,  if  he  negledt- 
ed  it.  His  fecond,  that  the  eledtor  of  Bavaria  and 
the  king  of  Spain  forming  pretenfions  upon  the  em¬ 
peror’s  fucceffion,  he  was  delirous  ot  reconciling  his 
view  of  doing  himfelf  juftice,  to  the  inclination  he 
had  of  affifting  Mary  Therefa  queen  of  Hungary, 
in  maintaining  her  rights  to  her  father’s  dominions, 
agreeable  to  the  pragmatic  fandtion. 

At  the  fame  time  therefore,  that  he  ordered  his 
troops  to  march  into  Silefia,  which  was  in  december, 
1740,  he  declared  toll  e  court  of  Vienna,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  this  ftep,  he  was  dilpoled  to  promote 
the  election  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain  to  the  imperial 
dignity  ;  that  he  was  willing  to  advance  the  queen 
of  Hungary  two  millions  of  florins  •,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  employ  all  his  forces  in  defending  her  do¬ 
minions,  againft  all  her  competitors.  But  thefe  pro- 
pofitions  were  abfolutely  rejedted,  upon  which  a  war 
enfued.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this  article  I 
am  ftating  the  claims,  pretenfions,  and  meafures  of 
his  pruflian  majefty,  as  matters  of  fadt ;  and  am  very 
far  from  taking  upon  me  to  decide,  whether  the  for¬ 
mer  were  well  or  ill  founded,  and  confequently  whe¬ 
ther  the  latter  were  right  or  wrong  *,  but  thus  much, 
I  think,  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  if  the  court 
of  Vienna  had  accepted  of  this  propolal,  the  war  in 
Germany  had  been  prevented,  and  the  emprefs 
queen  had  not  yielded  more  to  the  king  of  Fruftia, 
than  ftie  was  obliged  to  do  afterwards,  after  all  the 
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quarrel trealU’'e  lpent  on  both  f,des  in  this  fatal 

;nfJSS  P™^311  .maje%  carried  his  point  in  the  firft 
in  tance;  that  is  to  fay,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 

’  WIthof  much  oppofmon ;  and  the  auftrians 
Having  brought  a  great  army  into  the  field,  under 
t.ie  command  of  the  field  marfhal  count  Nieupertr- 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  fpring,  his  pruffian  rna- 

MSiaVC  t  lat  army  battle’  the  1  °th  of  april,  1 74 1, 
f ,  M,0  v!UZ’  m  W!llch’  th°ugh  with  great  effufion  of 
lood,  he  gained  the  victory.  In  may,  1742,  he 

fought  the  famous  battle  of  Czaflau,  in  which  he 
aho  claimed  the  victory  •  but  both  parties  being  now 
weary  of  the  war  a  treaty  of  peace  was  negotiated 
c tween  his  majefty  on  one  part,  and  the  queen  of 
Hungary  on  the  other,  which  was  concluded  and 
Iigned  june  the  nth,  at  Breflau  inSilefia;  by  which 
tn_  gieatefc  paitof  that  duchy,  and  the  whole  coun¬ 
ty  of  Cdatz  were  yielded  to  his  majefty. 

But  this  valuable  cefiion  did  not  hinder  him  from 
entering  into  the  league  of  Frankfort,  in  fupport  of 
t.ie  emperor  Charles  FIT,  in  confequence  of  which 
he  invaded  Bohemia,  and  took  the  city  of  Prague’ 
in  june,  1744,  won  the  uncontefted  viftoryof  Fned- 
burg  in  june,  1745,  and  that  of  Stadentz  in  the  fep- 
tember  following.  Yet,  the  auftrians  ftill  perfifting 
to  continue  the  war,  prefuming  on  the  diverfion  to 
be  made  by  a  great  body  of  rufiian  auxiliaries,  which 
it  was  luppoled  would  have  marched  through  Poland 
into  his  territories.  But  his  pruffian  majefty  took 
advantage  of  the  fealon,  and  while  his  enemies  were 
piealing  themfelves,  with  the  hopes  of  invadino-  and 
ruining  his  country,  the  old  prince  of  Anhault  DefTau, 
wiiii  a  pruffian  army  entered  their’s.  The  kino-  of 
Poland  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions,  and  to  retire  to  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia  for 
fafety .  Leipfick  opened  her  gates  to  the  conqueror, 
and  though  a  numerous  army  of  faxons  and  auftrians 
'iter p'oied,  to  preferve  Dreiden,  yet,  december  the 
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4th,  1745,  they  were  totally  defeated  by  the  prince 
.  of  Anhalt  DefTau,  with  half  their  number  of  pruffian 
troops. 

The  king  entered  Drefden  in  triumph,  and  having 
overcome  all  his  enemies,  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  overcame  his  provocation  and  refentment ; 
and  in  the  full  warmth  of  vi&ory,  gave  them  a 
fair  and  equitable  peace.  By  which,  Silefia  was 
again  folemnly  yielded  to  him  ;  the  faxons  gave  him 
one  million  of  crowns  for  the  expence  of  the  war  ; 
his  majefty  acknowledged  the  emperor,  guarantied 
the  dominions  of  the  emprefs  queen,  and  included 
his  ally,  the  eleftor  Palatine,  in  the  lame  treaty, 
which  was  negotiated  under  the  mediation  of  his  bri- 
tannic  majefty,  and  the  conclufian  of  which,  once 
more  fettled  the  tranquility  of  Germany. 

I  now  come  to  the  negotiations,  which  gave  rife 
more  immediately  to  the  war,  of  which  I  am  giving 
an  account ;  but  the  more  clearly  to  do  this,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  look  back,  a  little  before  the  peace  of 
Drefden,  which  I  have  juft  mentioned.  I  fhall  here 
acquaint  the  reader,  that  moftof  the  fa<5ts  mentioned 
in  my  account  of  that  feries  of  proje&s,  conspiracies, 
treachery  of  the  courts  of  Vienna,  and  Drefden, 
is  felefted  from  the  authentic  pieces  publifhed  by 
his  majefty  of  Pruffia,  when  he  pofiefled  himfelf  of 
Drefden. 

To  come  at  the  fource  of  all  thele  dark  negotia¬ 
tions,  which  afterwards  threw  the  greateft  part  of 
Europe  into  a  flame,  we  muft  look  back  as  far  as 
the  war  that  preceded  the  peace  of  Drefden.  The 
fond  hopes  that  the  two  courts  of  Auftria  and  Saxony 
had  conceived,  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  in 
*744*>  gave  occaflon  to  a  treaty  of  eventual  partition, 
which  they  concluded  the  1 8th  of  may,  1745,  agree¬ 
ably  to  which,  the  court  of  Vienna  was  to  have  the 
duchy  of  Silefia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz  *,  and  the 
king  of  Poland,  eleflor  of  Saxony,  the  duchies  of 
Magdeburg,  and  Croflen,  the  circles  of  Zullichow, 

and 
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and  Schwibus,  together  with  the  pruffian  part  of  Lu- 

-m.i ;  or  only  part  of  thofe  provinces,  in  proportion 
to  their  conquefts.  r  F 

,  Soon  after  me  peace  of  Drefden,  which  was  figned 
the  25th  of  december,  1745,  there  was  no  further 
room  for  a  treaty  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  as 
that  of  an  eventual  pardon,  with  regard  to  a  power, 
with  whom  the  two  contracting  parties  lived  in  peace  ; 
but  yet  the  court  of  Vienna  made  no  fcruple  to  pro¬ 
pole  to  the  court  of  Saxony,  a  new  treaty  of  alliance, 
in  which  they  fhould  likewiie  renew  the  treaty  of  even¬ 
tual  partition,  of  the  18th  of  may,  1745. 

The  court  of  Saxony  thought  it  neceffary,  in  the 
.  ri  P*ace’  to  §3ve  a  greater  conliftency  to  their  plan, 
y  g1  ounding  it  upon  an  alliance  between  the  courts 
oi  Kuflia  and  \  ienna.  Thefe  two  powers  did  in  fact 
conclude  a  defenfive  alliance  at  Peterlburg,  the  2 2d 
ci  may,  1746.  But  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the  body 
or  oftenlible  part  of  this  treaty  was  drawn  up  merely 
with  a  view,  to  conceal  the  fix  fecret  articles  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  public  ;  the  fourth  of  which  is 
levelled  fingly  againft  Pruffia,  according  to  the  coun- 
tcrpart  of  it,  found  by  his*  pruffian  majefty  among 
tne  other  Hate  papers,  in  the  cabinet  at  Drefden. 

U  tnis  article,  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  lets  out  with  a  proteftation,  that  fhe  will 
religioufly  obferve  the  treaty  of  Drefden  •,  but  fhe 
fays  a  little  lower,  “  If  the  king  of  Pruffia  fhould 
h”  the  fiift  to  depart  from  this  peace,  by  attacking 
either  her  majefty,  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary 
“  antl  Bohemia,  or  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 

“  or  even  the  republic  of  Poland,  in  all  which  cafes, 

“  the  rights  of  her  majefty,  the  emprefs  queen  to 
“  Silclia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  would  again  take 
place,  and  recover  their  full  eftedt ;  the  two  con- 
“  trading  parties  fhall  mutually  affift  each  other 
“  with  a  body  of  60,000  men,  to  reconquer  Silefia, 
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The  reader  will  at  once  perceive  the  unjuft  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  article  •,  and  thefe  were  the  titles,  by 
which  the  court  of  Vienna  propofed  to  avail  itfelf  of, 
for  the  recovery  of  Silefia.  Every  war  that  could 
arife  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  Ruffia,  or  the 
republic  of  Poland,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  mani- 
feft  infraftion  of  the  peace  of  Drefden,  and  a  revival 
of  the  rights  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  Silefia; 
'  though  neither  Ruffia  nor  the  republic  of  Poland 
were°at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Drefden  ;  and 
though  the  latter,  with  which  Pruffia  otherwise  lived 
in  the  moft  intimate  friendffiip,  was  not  then  even  in 
alliance  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  from  this  it  feems 
very  manifeft,  that  the  4th  fecret  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Peterfburg,  is  io  far  from  being  a  defen  five  alli¬ 
ance,  that  it  contains  a  plan  of  an  offenfive  alli¬ 
ance,  tending  to  wreft  Silefia  from  the  king  of 
Pruffia. 

From  this  article  it  feems  obvious,  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  had  prepared  three  pretences  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Silefia  and  by  comparing  it  with  her  con¬ 
duct  from  that  time,  it  is  very  vifible  that  fine  thought 
to  attain  her  end,  either  by  provoking  the  king  of 
Pruffia  to  commence  a  war  againfl  her,  or  by  kind¬ 
ling  one  between  his  majefty  and  Ruffia  or  Poland, 
by  her  fecret  intrigues  or  machinations  •,  confidering 
which,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any  wonder,  that  this 
treaty  of  Peterfburg  ffiould  have  been  the  hinge  upon 
which  all  the  auftrian  politics  have  turned,  from  the 
peace  of  Drefden  to  this  time  ;  and  that  the  nego¬ 
tiations  of  the  court  of  Vienna  have  been  principally 
direfted  to  ftrengthen  this  alliance,  by  the  acceffion 
of  other  powers. 

The  court  of  Saxony  was  the  firfl  that  was  invited  to 
this  acceffion,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  1 746. 
They  eagerly  accepted  the  invitation,  as  foon  as 
made  •,  furnifhed  their  minifters  at  Peterfburg,  count 
deVicedom,  and  the  fieur  Pezold,  with  the  neceffary 
full  powers  for  that  purpole  •.  and  ordered  them  to 

declare, 
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declare,  that  their  court  was  not  only  ready  to  accede 
to  the  treaty  itfelf  j  but  alfo  to  the  fecret  article  againft 
Pruffia :  and  alfo,  that  if,  upon  any  frefh  attack  from 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  emprefs  queen  Ihould,  by 
their  affiftance,  happen  not  only  to  reconquer  Silefia, 
and  the  county  of  Glatz,  but  alfo  to  reduce  him  within 
nai rower  bounds  ;  the  king  of  Poland,  as  elector  of 
Saxony,  would  ftand  to  the  partition  ftipulated  between 
his  polifli  majefty  and  the  emprefs  queen,  by  the 
convention  figned  at  Leipfick,  the  1 8th  of  may,  1745. 
Count  Lofs,  the  faxon  minifter  at  Vienna,  was  charo-- 
ed,  at  the  fame  time,  to  open  a  private  negotiation, 
for  fettling  an  eventual  partition  of  the  conquefts* 
which  fhouid  be  made  on  Pruffia,  by  laying  down* 
as  the  bafis  of  it,  the  partition  treaty  of  Leipfick,  of 
the  1 8th  of  may,  1745.  . 

Throughout  this  unaccountable  negotiation,  it  was 
affededly  fuppofed,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  would 
be  the  aggrelfor  againft  the  court  of  Vienna.  But 
what  right  could  the  king  of  Poland  draw  from  thence, 
to  make  conquefts  upon  the  king  c£  Pruffia  ?  Or,  if 
his  polifh  majefty,  in  the  quality  of  an.  auxiliary, 
would  alfo  become  a  belligerent  party  -,  it  could  not 
be  taken  amifs,  that  his  pruffian  majefty  Ihould  treat 
him  accordingly,  and  regulate  his  condud  by  that  of 
the  court  of  Saxony.  This  is  a  truth  that  was  ac-? 
knovvledged,  even  by  the  king  of  Poland’s  own  privy 
council  ;  for  being  confulted  upon  their  mafter’s  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  they  were  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  4th  fecret  article  went  beyond  common 
rules ;  and  that  his  pruffian  majefty  might  look  upon 
the  acceffion  to  it  as  a  violation  of  the  peace  of 
Drefden. 

Count  Briihl,  prime  minifter  to  the  king  of  Poland, 
being,  without  doubt,  thoroughly  convinced  himfelf 
of  this  truth,  did  all  in  his  power  to  conceal  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg. 
For,  at  the  time  that  he  was  eagerly  negotiating  in 
Ruftia,  upon  his  court’s  acceffion  to  it,  and  to  its  fe¬ 
cret 
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cret  articles,  he  caufed  a  folemn  declaration  to  be  made 
at  Paris,  “  That  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  to  which 
“  his  polifh  majefty  had  been  invited  to  accede,  did 
“  not  contain  any  thing  more  than  what  was  in  the 
“  german  copy,”  as  appears  from  the  count  de 
Bruhl’s  letter  to  count  Lofs  of  the  1 8th  of  june,  i  747  ; 
and  by-  a  memorial,  which  count  Lofs  delivered  in 
confequence  of  it. 

It  is  true,  that  the  court  of  Saxony  did  yet  defer, 
from  one  time  to  another,  their  acceding  in  form  to 
the  treaty  of  Peterfburg ;  but  they  did  not  fail  to  let 
their  allies  know,  again,  and  again,  that  they  were 
ready  to  accede  to  it,  without  reftriftion,  as  foon  as 
it  could  be  done  without  too  evident  rifk,  and  their 
fhare  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  fhould  be  fe- 
cured  to  them.  This  principal  is  clearly  expreffed,  in 
the  inftrudtions  given  the  19th  of  february,  1750,  to 
general  d’Arnim,  when  he  was  going  to  Peterfburg, 
as  minifter  from  Saxony.  This  court  being  invited  a- 
frefh,  in  the  year,  1751,  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of 
Peterfburg,  declared  its  readinefs  to  do  it,  in  a  me¬ 
morial  delivered  to  the  ruffian  minifter  at  Drefden, 
and  even  fent  full  powers,  and  other  neceffiary  papers 
for  that  purpofe,  to  the  fieur  Funck,  their  minifter 
at  Peterfburg  •,  but  required  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  king  of  England,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  fhould 
previoufty  accede  to  the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  Peterfburg  •, — And  as  his  britannic  majefty  would 
never  be  concerned  in  this  miftery  of  iniquity,  count 
Briihl  found  himfelf  obliged  to  wait  the  iffiue  of  the 
project,  which  had  been  formed,  to  make  another  alli¬ 
ance,  of  fo  innocent  a  nature  as  to  be  producible  ; 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony  thought  it  neceffiary 
to  put  on  thefe  outward  appearances  of  moderation, 
that  they  might  not  wound  the  delicacy  of  iuch  of 
their  allies,  as  were  ftaggered  at  the  fecret  views  of 
the  alliance  of  Peterfburg ;  but  for  their  part,  they 
never  loft  fight  of  their  darling  plan,  to  divide  the 
fpoils  of  the  king  of  PrufSa  beforehand,  in  keeping 
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conftantly  to  the  fourth  article  of  that  treaty  as  their 

bafis.  J 

% 

The  reader  will  clearly  perceive,  from  all  the  proofs 
that  have  now  been  produced,  that  the  court  of  Sax¬ 
ony,  without  having  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Pe¬ 
terfburg,  in  form,  was  not  lefs  an  accomplice  in  the 
dangerous  defigns,  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
grounded  upon  this  treaty  •,  and  that,  having  been 
difpenced  with  by  their  allies,  from  a  formal  con- 
cuirence,  they  had  only  waited  for  the  moment  when 
they  might,  without  running  too  great  a  rifle,  concur 
m  effect,  and  fliaje  the  ipoiis  of  their  neighbour.  * 

In  expectation  of  this  period,  the  auftrian  and  faxon 
minifters  laboured  in  concert,  and  underhand,  with 
the  more  ardour  to  prepare  the  means  of  bringing  the 
cafe  of  the  fecret  alliance  of  Peterfburg  to  exift.°  In 
this  treaty  it  was  laid  down  as  a  principle,  that  any 
war  whatever  between  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  Ruffia, 
would  authorife  the  emprefs  queen  to  retake  Silefia. 
There  was  nothing  more,  then,  to  be  done,  but  to 
raile  fuch  a  war.  In  order  to  bring  this  about,  no 
means  were  found  more  proper,  than  to  embroil  the 
king  of  Pruflia  irreconcileably  with  her  majefty,  'the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  to  provoke  that  princefs,  by 
all  forts  of  falfe  infinuations,  impoftures,  and  the  moft 
atrocious  calumnies,  in  laying  to  the  king  of  Pruflia’s 
charge,  all  forts  of  defigns  againft  Ruflia,  and  even 

the  emprefs’s  own  perlon ;  and' then  upon  Poland  with 
regard  to  Sweden. 

I  he  inftrudtions  which  the  court  of  Saxony  gave, 
in  1750,  to  general  d’Arnim,  when  he  was  going  to 
Peterlburg,  as  their  minifter  plenipotentiary,  contains 
one  exprefs  article,  by  which  he  is  charged  to  keep 
up  dexteroufly  the  diftruft  and  jealoufy  of  Ruffia  with 
regard  to  Pruflia,  and  to  applaud  every  arrangement 
that  might  be  taken  againft  the  latter.  But  no  body 
executed  thefe  orders  better  than  the  fieur  de  Funck, 
■the  faxon  minifter  at  Peterfburg,  who  was  the  life  and 
foul  of  the  whole  party.  This  minifter  never  let  an 

opportunity 
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opportunity  efcape  him,  of  infinuating,  that  the  king 
of  Pruffia  was  forming  defigns  upon  Courland,  Po- 
lifh  Pruffia,  and  the  city  of  Dantzick  ;  that  the  courts 
of  France,  Pruffia,  and  Sweden,  were  hatching  vaft 
projects,  in  cafe  of  a  vacancy  of  the  throne  of  Poland  ; 
and  numberlefs  other  falfities  of  the  fame  kind ; 
which  his  pruffian  majefty  has  fufficiently  contradifted 
by  his  fubfequent  conduct,  which  he  has  followed  to 
the  republic  of  Poland,  and  by  the  caution  he  has  ufed 
never  to  intrude  himfelf  into  the  domeftic  affairs  of 
Poland  and  Courland,  notwithftanding  the  example 
other  powers  had  fet  him. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  all  the  infinuations 
of  this  nature,  which  occur  in  the  correfpondence  of 
the  faxon  minifters.  But  more  particularly  in  their 
difpatches  of  the  6th  of  december,  1753  ;  6th  and 
13th  of  february ;  28th  of  july,  and  1  ft  of  december, 
1754;  wherein,  among  other  infinuations,  are  men¬ 
tioned,  the  commercial  arrangements,  the  erection  of 
mints  ,  and  of  armaments  in  Pruffia  ;  and  in  one  of 
the  difpatches  is  faid,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  views 
of  aggrandifement  upon  poliffi  Pruffia,  and  his  pro¬ 
ject  to  ruin  the  commerce  of  Dantzick,  were  well 
known.  Thefe  minifters  even  gave  out  in  a  private 
manner,  that  France  and  Pruffia  had  been  bulled  a 
long  time  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  in  raiftng  up  a  war 
againft  Ruffia  ;  and  that,  if  they  fucceeded  therein, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  would  not  fail  to  execute  his  de- 
fign  upon  Courland.  They  next  infmuated,  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia  had  found  a  channel  in  Courland  by 
which  he  came  at  all  thefecrets  of  the  court  of  Ruffia. 

By  the  concurrence  of  fo  many  calumnies  and  im- 
poftures,  they  at  length  fucceeded,  in  enfnaring  the 
emprefs  of  Ruffia’s  good  faith  and  equity,  and  in  pre¬ 
judicing  her  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia,  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  by  the  relult  of  the  affiemblies  of  the  fe- 
nate  of  Ruflia,  held  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  may, 
*75.8’  it  was  f'ud  down  for  a  fundamental  maxim  of 
the  empire,  to  oppofe  every  further  aggrandifment  of 
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that  monarch  and  to  cruft  him  by  a  fuperior  force 
as  loon  as  a  favourable  opportunity  ftould  occur,  of 
reducing  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  to  its  primitive 
Itate  of  mediocrity.  This  refolution  was  renewed  in 
a  great  council,  held  in  the  month  of  oftober,  incc 
and  was  extended  To  far,  that  it  was  refolded  “  With- 
out  any  father  difcuffion,  whether  that  prince  ftould 
appen  to  attack  any  of  the  allies  of  the  court  of 

Rufta,  or  one  of  the  allies  of  that  court  ftould 
begin  with  him 

In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  joy,  which  count 
Bmhl  conceived  upon  this  refolution  of  the  court  of 
Rufta,  and  how  well  he  was  difpofed  to  brin°-  his 
own  to  concur  it •,  1  ftall  produce  the  followineTpaf- 
iages.  In  the  difpatch  of  the  nth  of  november 
J755*  He  anfwers  the  fieur  Funck  ;  that,  u  The 
“  deliberations  of  the  grand  council  are  fo  much  the 
more  glorious  to  Rufta,  in  that  there  can  be  no¬ 
thing  more  beneficial  to  the  common  caufe,  than 
previoufly  to  fettle  the  effectual  means  of  deftroy- 
mg  the  overgrown  power  of  Pruffia,  and  the  un- 
bounded  ambition  of  that  court.” 

I  he  convention  of  a  neutrality  in  Germany,  finned 
at  London  the  1 6th  of  January,  having  filenced  all 
count  truhl’s  calumnies,  and  ftaken  his  iniquitous 
lyitem  ;  he  redoubled  his  efforts  in  Rufta,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  re-ellabliftment  of  a  good  underftand- 
ing  between  the  king  of  Prufta  and  the  court  of 
J  eterfburg.  In  his  letter  of  the  23d  of  june,  17-56", 

he  explained  himfelf  upon  this  fubjedt  in  the  follow- 
ing  terms  * 


(c 


t  c 


CL 


i  c 


*  In  the  fame  letter  is  the  following  callage,  “  To  this  end  the 
“  »f  RuHia  will  ereft  magazines  for  tSo.ooo  men  at  Riga 

Mittau,  I.iebau,  and  Windau;  and  they  have  found  for  this 
“  fervice  ?  f'und  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  rubles,  and  another 
“  annuai ,'und  01  a  pillion  and  an  half,  to  maintain  thefe arrange- 

Extrafled  from  a  letter  from  the  (icurFunck,  to  count  de  Brulil. 
rctcrJburg,  oftober  20,  17^. 
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“  A  reconciliation  between  the  courts  of  Berlin  and 
“  Peterfburg,  would  be  the  moil  critical  and  the 
“  moil  dangerous  event  that  could  happen.  It  is 
“  to  be  hoped,  that  Ruffia  will  not  hearken  to  fuch 
“  odious  propOfals ;  and  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
“  will  he  able  to  thwart  fo  tatal  a  union.” 

The  court  of  Vienna  having  perfectly  fucceeded  in 
this  refpedt ;  and  imagining,  after  the  new  connec¬ 
tions  they  entered  into  this  year,  that  they  had  catHiC 
the  opportunity  of  recovering  Silefk  without  ob- 
ftruftion  ;  they  loft  no  time  in  taking  their  meafures 
accordingly,  all  Europe  law  with  furprife,  the  arma¬ 
ments  the  court  of  Ruffia  made  in  the  fpring,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  without  any  apparent  objeft  •,  they 
gave  out  that  thefe  preparations  were  made  in  confe- 
quencecf  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  court  of  Eno-- 
gland,  in  }  but  it  was  very  plain,  that  this  de¬ 
claration  was  a  mere  pretence,  fince  England  had 
made  no  requifition  for  luccours.  Soon  after  this 
Bohemia  and  Moravia  were  crowded  with  troops  • 
magazines  formed  ;  and  all  the  preparations  made 
Kir  an, immediate  war.  Thedefigns  of  the  kino-  of 
RrufTias  enemies  were  vaft  and  unbounded.  The 
difpatches  of  count  Fleming,  which  his  pruffian  ma- 
je  y  afterwards  publifhed,  with  other  important  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  fame  nature,  are  filled  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  curious  paffiages.  Amongft  others,  he  relates, 
that  count  Kayferling  had  received  orders  to  fpare  nei- 
t  er  pains  nor  money,  in  order  to  get  an  exaCt  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  revenues  of  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna;  and  he  allures,  that  this  court  had  remitted  a 
milhon  of  florins  to  Peterfburg.  He  very  often  ex- 
preiies  his  own  perfuafion  of  an  eftablilhed  concert 
between  the  two  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ruffia  ;-that 
the  latter  ,  in  order  the  better  to  difguife  the  true  rea¬ 
sons  of  their  armaments,  made  them  under  the  appa¬ 
rent  prc  tence  of  being  thereby  in  a  condition  to  fulfil 
e  engagements  they  had  contracted  with  England; 

.  And  that  when  all  the  preparations  ffiould  be  finiflied, 
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they  were  to  fall  unexpectedly  on  the  king  of  PrufttaV 
1  his  perfuafion  runs  through  all  his  difpatches ;  and 
it  is  reafonable  to  give  credit  to  a  minifter  fo  intelli¬ 
gent,  lo  well  informed,  and  fo  much  in  the  way  of 
being  fo. 

Upon  combining  thefe  circumflances  together,  viza 
*— 1  hat  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  which  authorifes  the 
the  court  ot  Vienna  to  recover  Silefia,  as  foon  as  a 
war  breaks  out  between  PrulTia  and  Ruffia  •, — The 
refolution  lolemnly  taken  in  Ruffia,  to  attack  the 
king  of  Pruffia  upon  the  firft  opportunity,  whether  he 
fbould  be  the  aggreffor  or  be  attacked  *, — The  arma¬ 
ments  of  the  two  imperial  courts,  at  a  time,  when  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  had  any  enemy  to  fear,  but  when  the 
conjunctures  feemed  to  favour  the  views  of  the  court 
of  Vienna  upon  Silefia  ; — The  ruffian  minifters  for- 
mally  owning,  that  thofe  armaments  were  defigned 
againft  the  king  ; — Count  Kaunitz’s  tacit  avowal  ; — * 
The  pains  which  the  ruffian  minifters  took  to  make 
out  a  pretence  for  accufing  the  king  of  Pruffia,  of 
having  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  a  rebellion  in  Ukraine  : 
- — From  the  combination  of  all  thefe  circumflances,  I 
fay,  there  refults  a  kind  of  demonftration,  of  a  fe- 
cret  concert  entered  into  againft  his  pruffian  ma~ 

jefty. 

That  wife  monarch  could  not  fhut  his  eyes  againft 
meafures  of  fuch  a  tendency  as  thefe,  which  wrere 
likely  to  become  fo  fatal  to  himfelf,  as  his  majefty 
had  been  fo  long  informed  of  all  thefe  particulars,- 
from  good  quarters.  The  immenfe  preparations  of 
the  court  of  Vienna,  at  leaft  obliged  him  to  order  M. 
Klinggrafe,  his  plenipotentiary  minifter  at  the  impe¬ 
rial  court,  to  demand  of  the  emprefs  queen,  whether 
all  thofe  great  preparations  of  war,  which  were  mak¬ 
ing  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  were  defigned  againft 
the  king,  or  what  were  the  intentions  of  her  imperial 
majefty  ?  To  this  equitable  demand,  the  emprefs 
queen  anfwered  in  exprefs  terms,  “  That  in  the  pre- 
“  fent  juncture,  fhe  had  found  it  neceffiary  to  make 
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"  armaments,  as  well  for  her  own  defence,  as  for  that 

“  her  allies,  and  which  did  not  tend  to  the  preiu- 
*  dice  of  any  body.”  *  J 

So  vague  an  anfwer  at  fo  critical  a  time,  required 
a  more  precife  explanation.  Wherefore  M.  Klino-- 
grafe  received  freffi  orders,  and  reprefented  to  the 
emprefs,  that  after  the  kings  his  mailer,  had  diffiem- 
bled  as  long  as  he  thought  confident  with  his  fafetv 
and  gloiy,  the  bad  defigns  which  were  imputed  to 
the  emprefs,  would  not  fuffer  him  longer  to  diffiffife 
any  thing  ;  that  he  had  orders  to  inform  her,  that  the 
dng  was  acquainted  with  the  offenfive  projects,  which 
the  two  courts  had  formed  at  Peterfburg ;  that  he 
knew,  they  had  engaged  to  attack  him  together  un¬ 
expectedly  ;  the  emprefs  queen  with  80,000,  and  the 
emprels  of  ruffia  with  120,000  men  ;  that  this  defign 
which  was  to  have  been  put  in  execution  in  the  fprfno- 
of  this  year,  was  deferred  till  next  fummer,  on 
account  of  the  ruffian  troops  wanting  recruits- 
eir  fleet  manners  ;  and  Livonia,  corn  to  fupport 
them  that  the  king  made  the  emprefs  arbiter  of 
peace  or  war;  that  if  ffie  defired  peace,  he  required 

nnfA  “  3nd  f?rmal  declaration,  confiding  of  a 
pofitive  affi, ranee  that  ffie  had  no  intention  to  attack 

ffionldnf  CL  ^  thlS  yeL3r  °r  the  next  ’  but  that  he 

ffioffid  look  on  any  amtnguous  anfwer  as  a  declaration 

of  war  and  that  he  called  heaven  to  witnefs,  that 

Wood  E'V w  u°r  •?  be  Suilty  of  the  innocent 

ftq  °e net  of  war  P  '  °f  th'  Unh™ 

7°  an<^  rea^)nahle  a  demand  was  ffiven  an 

Aeformer  T*  hl“«lui''1  and  lcfs  fairfaftSy  than 
the  toimer  the  purport  whereof  will  be  diffident  to 

TvZ T  PMk  °f  thC  iU  <■“"*>■>  of  the  coon 

hismaSf ti,°n'[eyS’  in/°  "or*.— “  That 

empToved  for  k  k'"S.  °f  PrUffia  had  ^dy  been 

confiderable  r,  mC  C1.mc’  m  ad  kinds  of  the  molt 
nfiderable  preparations  for  war,  and  the  moll 
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ct  difquieting,  with  regard  to  the  public  tranquility* 
Cc  when  on  the  26th  of  laft  month,  that  prince  had 
Cc  thought  fit  to  order  explanations  to  be  demanded 
cc  of  her  majefty,  the  emprefs  queen,  upon  the  miliJ 
cc  tary  difpofitions  that  were  making  in  her  domi- 
nionts,-  and  which  had  not  been  refolved  upon,  till 
*c  after  all  the  preparations  which  his  pruffian  majefty 
<c  had  already  made. 

0 

“  That  thde  were  fafts  known  to  all  Europe. 

<c  That  her  majefty  the  emprefs  queen,  might  there- 
<c  fore  have  declined  giving  explanations  upon  ob- 
“  jefts  which  did  not  require  them  ;  that  however  fhe 
“  had  been  pleafed  to  do  it,  and  to  declare  with  her 
tc  own  mouth  to  M.  Klinggratfe,  in  the  audience  Are 
cc  granted  him  on  the  26th  of  july, 

cc  That  the  critical  ftate  of  public  affairs  made  her 
<c  look  upon  the  meafures  which  fhe  was  taking,  as 
“  neceffary  for  her  fafety,  and  that  of  her  allies  ;  and 
<c  that  in  other  refpedts  they  did  not  tend  to  the  pre- 
judice  of  any  one. 

“  That  her  majefty  the  emprefs  queen  had  un- 
cc  doubtedly  a  right  to  form  what  judgments  fhe 
“  pleafed  on  the  circumftances  of  the  times  ^  and  that 
“  it  belonged  likewile  to  none  but  herfelf  to  eftimate 

o 

Ci  her  dangers. 

“  That  befides  her  declaration  was  fo  clear,  that 
<c  flie  never  could  have  imagined  it  could  be  thought 
otherwife. 

cc  That  being  accuftomed  to  receive  as  well  as  to* 
<c  praftife,  the  attentions  that  fovereigns  owe  to  each' 
<c  other,  fhe  could  not  hear,  without  aftoniihment 
“  and  the  jufteft  fenfibility,  the  contents  of  the  me- 
<c  morial  prefented  by  M.  Klinggrafe  the  20th  in-* 
ftant,  an  account  of  which  had  been  laid  before 
cc  her. 

“  That  this  memorial  was  fuclv  both  as  to  the 
6C  matter,  and  the  expreflions,-  that  her  majefty  the 
“  emprefs  queen,  would  find  herfelf  under  a  neceflity 
“  of  tranfgreffing  the  bounds  of  that  moderation, 

“  which 
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which  fte  had  prefcribed  to  herfelf,  were  fhe  to  an- 
“  fwer  the  whole  of  its  contents.” 

But  yet  in  anfwer  to  it,  fire  was  pleafed  that  M, 
Klinggrafe  ihould  be  further  acquainted, 

“  That  the  informations  which  had  been  given  to 
“  his  pruffian  majefty,  of  an  offenfive  alliance,  againft 
“  him,  between  her  majefty  the  emprefs  queen,  and 
“  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruftia  ;  as  alio,  all  the 
‘  ‘  circumftances  and  pretended  ftipulations  of  the  faid 
“  alliance,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and  invented ;  and 
that  no  fuch  treaty  againft  his  pruflian  majefty  did 
ft  exift,  or  ever  had  exifted. 

“  That  this  declaration  would  enable  all  Europe 
“  to  judge  of  what  weight  and  quality  the  dreadful 
“  events  are,  which  M.  Klinggrafe’s  memorial  an- 
“  nounces  ;  and  let  them  fee,  that,  in  all  events,  they 
‘ *  can  never  be  imputed  to  her  majefty  the  emprefs 
£‘  queen.” 

_  Such  was  the  anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  as  incongruous  as  it  was  infufficient ; 
and  as  to  the  matters  of  fad,  which  relate  to  his  pruf- 
fian  majefty’s  meafures,  nothing  is  fo  far  from  truth 
as  what  the  emprefs  queen  advances,  Thofe  fads 
which  that  court  would  have  to  be  looked  upon,  as 
known  to  all  Europe,  are  fo  different  from  what  it 
declares  them  to  be,  that  it  will  be  neceflary,  for  the 
reader’s  mftrudion,  to  fet  that  affair  in  a  clear  light. 
Upon  the  ruffian  armament  in  the  month  of  june, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  caufed  four  regiments  to  pafs  out 
of  his  electorate  into  Pomerania  ;  and  gave  orders 
that  his  fortreffes  Ihould  be  put  into  allate  of  de¬ 
fence  ;  this,  and  a  few  other  very  trifling  movements 
js  what  gave  fo  great  umbrage  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 
that  an  army  of  above  80,000  men  was  ordered  to  af- 
femble  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  If  the  emprefs  had 
cctaciicd  troops  out  of  Bohemia,  into  Tufcn.ny,  would 
the  king  of  I  ruiTia  have  had  room  for  apprehenfions 
forSileha,  and  for  affembling  a  numerous  army  there  ? 
jfrom  this  it  is  plain,  that  the  march  of  the  four  re^ 
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giments  to  Pomerania,  only  ferved  the  court  of  VD 
cnna  as  a  pretext  to  palliate  her  ill  intentions. 

On  his  prufhan  majefty’s  hearing  of  the  great  mi- 
iLdiy  pi eparations  carrying  on  in  Bohemia,  he  ordered 

thiee  legiments  of  loot,  which  had  been  in  quarters 
in  Wefiphalia,  towards  Halberftadt  •,  but  did  not  fend 
a  fingle  regiment  into  Silefia  *,  the  troops  remained 
quiet  in  their  garrifons,  without  even  horfes,  and  the 
other  neceflaries  lor  an  army  which  is  to  encamp, 
or  which  has  defigns  of  invafion.  During  this  time 
the  •  ourt  of  Vienna  continuing,  on  one  hand,  to  hold 
the  language  of  peace,  and,  on  the  other,  to  take  the 
mo  ft  k  i  ious  meaiures  for  war  ;  not  content  with  thele 
demonftrations,  caufed  another  camp  to  be  marked 
out,  near  a  town,  named  Hotzenplotz,  fituated  on  a 
fpot,  belonging  indeed  to  them,  but  which  lies  di¬ 
rectly  between  the  fortreffes  of  Neifie  and  Cofel ; 
and  prepared  a  great  army  in  Bohemia  to  occupy  the 
camp  of  Jaromers,  within  four  miles  of  Silefia.  Thefe 
motions  of  the  court  ol  Vienna  obliged  the  king  of 
Prufiia  to  confider  his  own  fafety,  efpecially,  as  it 
was  reafonable  to  fufpebt  the  defigns  of  that  court, 
who  he  knew  was  not  altogether  very  well  intentioned 
towards  him  :  wherefore  he  thought  it  high  time  to 
make  the  difpofitions  which  his  fafety  and  dignity 
required  ;  he  gave  orders  for  his  army  to  provide 

themfelves  with  horfes,  and  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
march. 

Had  his  prufiian  majefty  formed  any  defign  in  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  emprefs  queen,  every  one  who  is  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  formidable  power  of  that  mo¬ 
narch,  muft  be  fenfible,  that  he  would  have  had  it 
in  his  power  to  execute  them  many  months  before  the 
time  in  queftion,  and  not  having  ftaid  for  her  affem- 
bling  fuch  formidable  forces  for  her  defence.  But 
that  monarch  was  negotiating  whilft  his  enemies  were 
arming.  Such  is  the  manifeft  we^knefs  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  foundation,  whereon  all  the  arguments  of  the  au- 
ftrian  court,  are  founded. 
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But  this  is  not  the  only  paflage  of  the  emprefs 
queen’s  anfwer  that  fhows  fuch  a  formed  defign  of 
equivocating  in  her  negotiations, — fhe  mentions  her 
fo  clear  declaration  to  M.  Klinggrafe.  This  declara¬ 
tion,  though  called  fo  clear,  is  certainly  on  the  whole, 
unintelligible,  who  are  the  allies  of  the  emprefs,  that 
were  threatened  with  war  ?  Was  it  the  court  of 
France  ?  Or  that  of  Ruffia  ?  One  mu  ft  be  drangely 
blinded,  to  attribute  to  his  pruffian  majefty  a  defign 
of  attacking  either  of  thefe  two  courts,  and  filch  an 
enterprize,  would  furely  require  fomewhat  more  than 
four  regiments  being  fent  into  Pomerania.  The  court 
of  Vienna,  in  this  memorial,  fay,  they  did  not  in¬ 
tend  to  attack  any  body  ;  might  not  they  as  eafily 
have  faid,  that  they  would  not  attack  the  king  of 
Pruffia  by  name  ? 

But  the  article  in  this  memorial,  on  which  the  court 
of  Vienna  infilled  moil,  in  her  anfwer,  was,  her  alli¬ 
ance  with  Ruffia,  the  ftipulations  of  which,  as  they 
faid,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and  invented.  To  be  fure 
it  was  very  eafy  for  the  auftrian  minifters  to  deny  this 
convention ;  but  befides  the  fads  which  were  pub- 
blifhed  about  it,  there  were  circum (lances  which 
feemed  fufficiently  to  indicate,  at  leaft  a  concert. 
In  the  beginning  of  june,  the  ruffian  troops  ap¬ 
proached  the  frontiers  of  Pruffia.  An  army  of  70,000 
men  was  formed  in  Livonia,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  were  preparing  at  Vienna  to  affemble  a  flrong 
army  in  Bohemia,  which  was  to  appear  there  under 
the  name  of  an  army  of  obfervation.  Thefe  inflan- 
ces,  befides  many  more  that  might  be  produced,  was 
it  neceffary,  are  diffident  to  fhow  in  the  cleared  light, 
the  defigns  of  the  court  of  Vienna. 

In  fhort,  it  plainly  appears,  that  count  Kaunitz 
propofed  to  fhut  the  door  againft  all  means  of  ex¬ 
plaining  and  conciliating  matters  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  purfue  the  preparations  of  his  dangerous 
defigns,  in  the  expedation  that  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
^yotild  be  fo  far  provoked,  as  to  take  forne  dep, 
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which  might  ferve  to  make  him  pafs  for  the  as- 
grelTor,  >  r  h 

l  he  conduct  of  the  court  of  Drefden  fquared  ex* 
3(^v  with  that  of  Vienna  uncW  the  feigned  cha- 
rafter  ol  a  neutral  power,  count  Briihl  refolved,  that 
his  country  Ihould  be  equally  forward  with  his  allies, 
m  their  defigns  againft  his  prufllan  majefty.  It  is 
caf)  to  judge  of  this,  by  the  counfel,  which  count 
Fleming  gives  count  Briihl,  in  his  difpatch  of  the 
14th  of  July.  cc  I  o  grant  the  pafiage  to  the  pruffian 

troops  ;  and  afterwards  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  ihould 
be  moll  proper.” 

By  a  letter  from  count  Fleming  of  the  18th  of 
augurc,  the  emprefs  queen  explained  herfelf  to  that 
mjnifter  in  the  following  terms  : 

fhat  /he  required  nothing  for  the  prefent,  frorrj 
the  king  of  Poland,  as  Hie  was  very  fenfible  of  his 
ticklifh  fituation  ;  that  however,  /he  hoped  he  would, 
in  the  mean  while,  put  himfelf  in  a  good  pofture,  in 
order  to  be  prepared  at  all  events  •,  and  that,  in  cafe 
any  breach  Ihould  happen  between  her  majefty  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  /he  would,  in  time,  not  be  averle 
to  concur,  in  cafe  of  need,  in  the  neceflary  meafures 
for  their  mutual  fecurity.” 

But  not  to  detain  the  reader  longer  than  is  neceffa- 
ry,  on  producing  fuch  a  concatination  of  fads,  to 
prove  that  his  pruffian  majefty  was  not  the  aggreffor 
in  thofe  troubles  that  enfued  this  train  of  dark  and 
fee  ret  negoc  ations  ;  it  evidently  appears,  that  the 
faxon  court  had  a  /hare  in  all  the  dangerous  defigns 
which  were  formed  againft  that  monarch  ; — their 
minifters  were  the  authors,  and  chief  promoters  of 
them  ; — and  though  they  did  not  formally  accede  to 
the  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  they  had  however  agreed 
with  their  allies  to  fufpend  their  concurrence  therein, 
till  fuch- time  only,  as  the  king’s  forces  ihould  be 
weakened  and  divided,  and  they  might  pull  off  the 
nia/k  without  danger. 

The  king  of  Poland  had  adopted  as  a  principle, 
that  any  war,  between  the  king  of  Pru/fia  and  one 
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of  his  polifh  majefty’s  allies,  furnifhed  him  with  a 
title  to  make  conquefts  upon  Pruffia.  And  it  was  in 
confequence  of  this  principle,  that  he  thought  he 
could,  in  time  of  peace,  make  a  partition  of  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  neighbour. 

Count  Briihl  entered  very  eagerly  into  the  plot  with 
the  court  of  Vienna,  by  the  injurious  reports  he  under¬ 
took  to  propagate  : — and  I  think  I  have  made  it  ap¬ 
pear  very  clearly,  that  there  was  a  fecret  concert  ex- 
ifting  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony  *,  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  latter  did  intend  to  let  the 
king’s  army  pafs,  in  order  to  a£l  afterwards,  accord¬ 
ing  to  events,  either  in  joining  his  enemies,  or  in 
making  a  diverfion  in  his  dominions,  unprovided 
with  troops. 

Such  were  the  defigns  of  the  fecret  enemies  of  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Prufiia  ;  and  in  fuch  a  caufe,  let 
any  man  put  himfelf  in  that  monarch’s  place,  would 
he  not  have  drawn  upon  himfelf  an  everlafting  re¬ 
proach,  in  the  opinion  of  all  equitable  and  impartial 
judges  ;  would  he  not  have  rendered  himfelf  account¬ 
able  to  all  his  pofterity  ;  if  he  had  not  made  ufe  of 
every  expedient,  that  divine  and  human  laws  had  put 
in  his  power,  to  prevent,  in  good  time,  thofe  defigns, 
that  tended  to  deprive  him  of  the  greateft  part  of  his 
dominions,  and  to  plunge  him  into  abfolute  deftruc- 
tion. 

For  an  inftance  of  the  bad  defigns  of  Saxony,  we 
need  but  confider  the  warlike  preparations  made  in 
that  country,  at  the  fame  time  that  her  majefty  the  em~ 
prefs  queen  was  doing  the  fame  in  Bohemia  and  Mo¬ 
ravia  large  magazines  were  every  where  formed,  and 
the  king  of  Poland  refolved  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  poll  himfelf  in  the  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  manner  for  facilitating  his  junction  with 
the  auftrian  army  in  Bohemia  :  an  immenfe  road  was 
cut  through  the  mountains  of  Bohemia,  and  marked 
at  certain  diftances  with  polls  bearing  this  remarkable 
infcription  The  military  road  ;  all  thefe  are  fo> 
many  circqmftances,  that  completely  open  the  defigns 
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OI  the  court  of  Saxony  to  a  full  view.  This  new 

i  ILI ,rARY  ROAD>  *n  particular,  could  never  furely 
nave  been  made  in  order  to  facilitate  the  paftao-e  of 

the  pruffian  army  •,  and  thofe  ports,  which  aCfually 
I emain  to  this  day,  are  fo  many  fpeaking  proofs  of 
the  concert,  which  had  long  been  forming  between 
the  couits  of  V  ienna  and  Saxony,  and  were  but  too 
ftrong  a  jurtification  of  the  reafons  his  pruftian  ma- 
jefty  had  to  prevent  the  effects  of  it. 

Before  I  proceed  to  trace  that  monarch  in  the 
rneaiures  which  he  thought  it  necelfary,  in  this  con¬ 
juncture,  to  take  ;  I  fhall,  tor  the  reader’s  artiftance, 
in  recollecting  precifely  all  that  train  of  negotiation 
between  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Drefden,  and  Peterf- 
buig5  juft  cujforily  recapitulate  thefe  affairs  in  as 
fhort  a  compafs  as  poffible ;  and  then  proceed  in 
giving  an  account  of  the  military  affairs  in  this 

part  of  the  world,  which  drew  the  attention  of  all 
Europe. 

In  the  firft  place,  he  is  to  remember,  that  the  em-« 
prefs  queen  having  ceded  Sjlefia  to  the  king  of  Pruftia, 
by  the  treaties  of  Breflau  and  Drefden,  foon  began 
to  envy  that  monarch  the  polfefiion  of  fo  valuable  a 
part  of  her  former  dominions.  The  defire  of  repof- 
fefting  herfelf  of  that  country,  and  of  revenging 
herlelf  againft  the  king  of  Pruftia,  induced  her  to  at¬ 
tempt  at  any  rate  to  gratify  thofe  two  favourite  de- 
lires  ;  but  fearful  of  the  power  and  enterprifing  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  pruffian  monarch,  fhe,  although  fuperior 
in  her  forces,  fought  for  fome  ally  to  join  with  her, 
in  thefe  ambitious  defigns  :  fhe  cart  her  eyes  on  the 
eleftor  of  Saxony,  king  of  Poland,  who  anfwered 
her  with  all  poflible  cordiality,  and  fimilitude  of  no-' 
tions  :  thefe  two  powers  formed  a  fecret  concert,  and 
invited  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  to  accede  to  the  lame 
delign ;  that  princefs  was  more  cautious,  and  as  fhe 
had  not  at  that  time  the  leart  glimpfe  of  difpute  with 
the  king  of  Pruftia,  was  not  fo  eafily  drawn  into  the 
fcheme.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden  finding 
this  difficulty,  contrived  and  propagated  a  thoufand 
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calumnies,  tending  to  depreciate  that  monarch,  and 
infufed  intimations  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  of  many 
bad  defigns  formed  by  Pruffia  againft  her  ;  and  in 
time,  by  this  means,  and  by  gaining  over  feveral  of 
the  emprefs’s  minifters  to  their  party,  they  perfuaded 
her  to  come  fully  into  their  iniquitous  fchemes,  which 
concluded  in  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg,  between  the 
court  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg  :  Saxony  by  reafon 
of  her  fituation  fo  much  in  the  power  of  Pruffia,  was 
excufed  from  formally  acceding  to  this  treaty  before 
matters  were  brought  to  fuch  a  crifis,  as  fhe  might 
do  it  without  any  great  danger  to  herfelf.  By  this 
treaty,  the  emprefs  queen  was  entitled  to  retake  pof- 
fion  of  Silefia,  in  cafe  his  pruffian  majefty  fhould  at¬ 
tack  her,  or  any  one  of  her  allies,  or  even  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  Poland. 

The  plan  for  the  part  which  Saxony  was  to  take  in 
the  war,  which  was  inevitably  to  follow  ;  was,  in  cafe 
Pruffia  demanded  at  any  time  a  paffage  for  his  troops 
through  that  electorate,  in  his  way  to  the  dominions 
of  the  emprefs  queen,  in  fuch  cafe  to  grant  that  de¬ 
mand  ;  and,  as  foon  as  his  pruffian  majefty  fhould 
have  his  hands  full  in  Bohemia,  or  ellewhere,  to 
march  with  all  the  forces  of  the  electorate,  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  pruffian  dominions,  which  would 
then  be  deftitute  of  forces  for  their  defence.  The 
better  to  enlure  luccefs  in  thefe  meafures,  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia  made  immenfe  preparations  for  the  fubfift- 
ing  an  army  of  120,000  men,  which,  by  the  treaty 
of  Peterfburg,  were  to  march  againft  Pruffia.  The 
emprefs  queen  in  Bohemia  and  Bavaria,  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Silefia,  formed  camps  of  80,000  men,  and 
the  whole  face  of  thofe  countries  wore  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  approaching  war.  The  king  of  Poland, 
eleftor  of  Saxony,  on  his  part  affembled  an  army, 
in  his  electorate,  of  30,000  men,  and  formed  maga¬ 
zines  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  and  cut  an  immenfe  road 
through  the  mountains  into  Bohemia  3  and  called  it 
the  Military  road. 

Such 
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™?(rC  1  Were  ,tI,ie  Preparations  and  meafures  of  his 
pruflian  majefty  s  enemies,  when  he  thought  it  not 
iare  to  contmue  any  longer  without  being  certain 
that  they  were  not  defigned  againft  him.  He  ac- 
core  ing  y  ordered  his  minilter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
imperial  court,  to  demand  againft  whom  thefe  great 
preparations  were  making  ;  but  receiving  an  equivo¬ 
cating  anfwer,  he  again  demanded  a  folemn  promife 
of  the  emprefs  that  fine  would  not  attack  him  in  the 
cour  e  of  this  year,  or  the  next ;  but  being  alfo  re¬ 
filled  a  catagoncal  anfwer,  and  having  good  intelli¬ 
gence  of  all  the  above  particulars,  and  the  bad  de- 
figns  of  his  enemies ;  he  very  juftly  thought  that  it 
would  be  inexcufable  in  him  not  to  avert  the  blow 
^  jk  kllng  in  fo  formidable  a  manner  over  his 
,55,’ I  y  ft r; king  at  the  bolom  of  his  enemv,  to 
d liable  him  from  executing  the  bad  defigns  he  had 
formed.  Such  was  the  cafe  of  his  pruflian  majefty  • 
and  all  Europe  muft  allow,  that  he  was  at  liberty 
to  attack  any  of  the  three  powers  in  confederacy 
againft,  him  without  violating  in  the  leaft  degree,  the 
Jaws  of  nations:  and  although,  he  began  heftilities. 
yet  his  enemies  were  the  aggreflbrs  *  in  the  war. 

*  By  aggreflion,  is  underflood  every  afl,  which  is  diametrically 
Oppofite  to  the  fenfe  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  An  oft'enfive  league; 
—the  furring  up  of  enemies,  and  prompting  them  to  make^war 
upon  another  power  defigns  of  invading  another  prince’s  domi- 
n.ons ,  a  udden  irruption  :• — all  thefe  different  circumftances  are 
an  ^hoftfli ^®^re^ons  •  though  the  lad,  only,  can  be  properly  called 

Whoever  prevents  thefe  aggreflions,  may  commit  hoflilities  ; 
bin  is  not  the  aggreflor.  — In  the  fucceffion  war,  when  the  troops  of 
.Savoy  were  in  the  french  army  in  Lombardy,  the  dyke  of  Savoy 
piade  a  treaty  with  the  emperor  againft  France  : — the  french  dif- 
armed  thefe  troops,  and  carried  the  wap  into  Piedmont it  was 
therefore  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  was  the  aggrefTor  ;  and  the 
french,  who  committed  the  firft  hoftilities.-The  league  of  Cam- 
bray  was  an  aggreflion  t— if  the  Venetians  had,  then,  prevented 
tneir  enemies,  they  would  have  committed  the  firft  hoflilities  ;  but 
they  would  not  have  been  the  aggreflbrs. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

King  of  Pruffia  demands  a  pajfage  for  his  troops  through 
Saxony.  King  of  Poland's .  anfwer.  King  of  Prujfid 
enters  Saxony .  Takes  poffefjion  of  the  electorate,  Pruf- 
fian  army  blockades  the  faxon  camp  at  Pima .  Moti¬ 
ons  of  the  auftrians .  Marfhal  Schwerin  enters  Bohemia * 
Marfhal  Keith  marches  into  Bohemia .  Battle  of  Lo- 
wofchutz .  The  faxon  army  capitulates.  King  of  Po¬ 
land  fets  out  fcr  War f aw.  Pruffian  army  retreats  into 
Saxony.  And  goes  into  winter  quarters .  Sad  fate  of 
Saxony .  Auftrians  go  into  winter  quarters .  Affairs 
in  Ruffia ,  Deftgns  of  France .  Preparations  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  Reflexions .  Marfhal  Keith. 

HIS  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  clearly  forefee- 
ing  that  a  war  was  inevitable,  and  that  a  paf* 
fage  through  Saxony  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  his 
army,  ordered  M.  de  Malzahn,  his  minifter  at  the 
tourt  of  Drefden,  to  demand  fuch  a  paflage.  On 
the  29th  of  auguft,  he  accordingly  demanded  a  pri¬ 
vate  audience  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  made  the 
following  verbal  declaration  to  his  majefty,  on  the 
part  of  the  king  his  mafter  : 

“  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  finds  himfelf 
obliged,  by  the  behaviour  of  the  emprefs  queen  to 
attack  her,  and  to  march  through  the  territories  of 
Saxony  into  Bohemia  :  he  accordingly  demands  a 
paffage  through  the  eleftoral  dominions  of  his  po- 
lifh  majefty,  declaring,  that  he  will  caufe  his  troops 
to  obferve  the  ftricleft  difeipline,  and  take  all  the 
care  of  the  country  that  the  circumftances  will  permit. 
His  polifh  majefty,  and  his  royal  family,  may  at  the 
fame  time  depend  upon  being  in  perfect  fafety,  and 
of  having  the  greateft  refpeft  paid  them,  on  the  part 
of  his  pruffian  majefty.  As  to  the  reft,  after  reflefl- 
ing  upon  the  events  of  the  year  1 744,  there  is  no 
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then  \Kl  i  Vf  may  Prevent  a  return  of  what 
much  Moreover,  he  defires  nothin^  fo 

uch  as  a  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of  peace  in  o&rder 

L8'of  PdalhHe  hapF)r  OPP”™"'^  of  reiloring  the 
g  Oi.  j  oland  to  the  quiet  pofiefiion  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  agamli  which  he  has  not,  in  other  refinet?- 
formed  any  dangerous  defiems  ”  p  £t 5 

thel-i *“al2al,"»d<led,  8  That  the  neceffity  which 

§  hl*  mafter  was  under  of  adino-  in  this 

■h  ”ZhCOlHd  i,e  ‘°  -he  caTamhy  of 

he  times,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  court  of  Vienna  ” 

clandof  threw  f>olan-^’  in  th_e  fllrPnfe  which  this  de- 
“  I  W  hi  n  T  lnt,°’  anfwered  M.  de  Malzahn, 

the  form hth^itU  d  aT  CXPe6led  a  requifition  in 
-  1  that  Jt  liad  Juft  been  made  to  him  •  that  be  ' 

atPcace,  w^h  all  the  world,  and  und^  no  enl 

gagement  relative  to  the  prefent  objeft  with  anv  of 
the  powe,,  actually  a,  J,  „  thol{ 

■  to  it,  he  could  not  conceive  the  end  of  making 
inch  a  declaration  ;  but  that  he  fhould  give  anfwer 
upon  this  fubjedl  in  writing,  and  hoped  his  prufiian 
majefty,  contenting  himfelf  with  a  quick  paiTaoe 
would  neither  forget  the  refped  due  to  a  foierei^n’ 

n01.  that  ™hlch  a11  the  members  of  thegermanic  body 
reciprocally  owe  to  each  other.”  ^ 

Soon  after  this  verbal  anfwer,  the  king  caufed  ano- 

uhV!  ^  dePvered,in  writ'ng  to  M.  de  Malzahn, 
winch  imported  much  the  fame  as  the  other,  but  was 
more  explicit.  ’ 

Befides  lord  Stormont,  the  britifh  minifter,  who 
went  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Poland,  to  wait  on 
he  king  of  Pruffia,  his  polifh  majefty  likewife  fent 
e  count  de  Salmon:,  one  of  his  minifters.  His 
pruftian  majefty  received  them  very  politely,  heard 
their  propofols,  and  told  them,  “  That  he  himfelf 
wi (lied  for  nothing  more  than  to  find  the  king  of 
I  oland  s  fentiments  acquiefce  with  his  declarations: 
that  the  neutrality  which  his  polifh  majefty  feemed 

defirous 
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defirous  to  obferve,  was  exa&ly  what  he  required  of 
him  j  but  that  in  order  to  render  this  neutrality  more 
fecure,  and  lefs  liable  to  variation,  it  would  be  proper 
for  his  polifli  majefty  to  feparate  his  army  ;  and  fend 
the  troops  he  had  aflembled  at  Pirna  back  into  their 
quarters ;  that  a  ftep  of  this  nature  would  be  a  full 
proof  of  a  neutrality  not  to  be  doubted  off ;  and  that 
after  this  he  fhould  take  a  pleafure,  in  fhewing  by  an 
equal  condefcention,  his  difpofition  to  give  real  marks 
of  his  friendffiip  for  his  polifh  majefty,  and  concert 
with  him  what  meafures  might  be  proper  to  be  taken* 
according  to  the  fituation  of  affairs.55 

But  to  comply  with  thefe  terms  was  not  the  de- 
fign  of  his  polifh  majefty  •,  he  had  raifed  an  army  of 
30,000  men  for  other  exploits,  than  to  march  back 
again  into  their  quarters.  As  to  his  pruffian  majefty, 
forefeeing  that  war  was  become  inevitable,  and  that 
the  king  of  Poland,  by  his  actions,  was  refolved  to 
continue  his  military  preparations  ;  at  laft  refolved  to 
enter  Saxony,  and  by  ftriking  fo  effectual  a  blow, 
diffenable  his  enemies  from  executing  the  formidable 
fcheme  they  had  projected. 

This  great  monarch  having  prepared  with  the  ut- 
moft  diligence,  a  powerful  army,  found  it  ready  for 
a£tion  by  the  end  of  auguft.  His  fituation  at  this 
critical  conjuncture  was  alarming  ;  the  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  of  itfelf  an  overmatch  for  him  ;  he 
knew  he  had  to  cope  with  befides  a  vaft  army  of  ruf¬ 
fians,  who  were  upon  their  march  for  Pruffia  ;  add  to 
thefe,  the  king  of  Poland,  at  the  head  of  30,000 
men  ;  nor  was  his  majefty  without  fears  from  the 
part  which  France  might  take,  in  the  fituation  which 
her  new  ally  the  emprefs  queen  then  was  in. 

But,  being  prepared  for  the  worft  that  could  happen, 
he  refolved  to  begin  hoftilities  by  attacking  Saxony  ; 
having  firft  conferred  the  chief  command  in  Pruffia, 
on  marfhal  Lehwald,  an  officer  of  the  greateft  cou¬ 
rage  and  abilities  ;  and  that  in  Silefia,  on  marfhal 
Schv/erin,  a  foldier  grown  old  in  the  pruffian  fervice, 

and 
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and  a  particular  favourite  of  the  king’s,  having  taught 
lus  majefty  the  firft  rudiments  of  the  art  of  war  •  n 

ferving  to  himfelf  that  of  the  principal  army,  intended 
to  net  in  Saxony  and  Bohemia. 

The  faXon  general  had  made  choice  of  the  poft  of 
Inna,  for  the  rendezvous  of  their  troops,  asthemoft 
convenient,  either  for  deceiving  the  pruffian  army/ 
in  cafe  of  its  advancing  into  Bohemia^  or  for  receiv¬ 
ing  fuccours  from  the  auftrians.  Upon  the  firft 
motion  of  the  pruffian  troops,  for  marching  into 
I  omerama,  or,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  for  joining  mar- 
iai  .Lehwald,  the  Taxons  abandoned  all  their  garri- 
ions  bordering  on  Brandenburg,  and  took  poft  be¬ 
tween  the  Moldaw  and  the  Elbe.  They  afterwards 
returned  to  their  quarters ;  and,  a  fecond  time,  broke 
up  and  repaired  to  their  refpe&ive  cantonments;  The 
motive  on  which  they  a<fted  being  known,  proper 
meafures  were  taken  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  en¬ 
tering  Saxony  on  the  29th  of  auguft,  marched  with 
his  troops,  divided  into  three  columns,  towards  Pima. 

I  he  firft  fet  out  from  the  duchy  of  hdagdeburg, 
under  the  command  of  prince  Ferdinand  o'f  Brunf- 
wic,  directing  their  route  to  Leipfic,  Borna,  Kem- 
nitz,  Freyberg,  Dippoldfwalde,  to  Cotta.  The  fe¬ 
cond  command  by  the  king,  and  under  him  field 
marfhal  Kieth,  marched  through  Pretfeh,  Torgau, 
Lonmatfch,  Wilfdruff,  Drefden,  and  Zehift.  The 
third  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Brunfwick  Be- 
vern,  eroding  Lufatia,  took  its  route  through  Elites 
werde,  Bautzen,  Stolpe,  to  Lohmm.  Thefe  three 
columns  arrived  the  fame  day  at  the  camp  at  Pirna, 
which  they  inverted.  The  divifion  commanded  by 
the  king,  took  poffeffion  of  Drefden,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  between  that  city  and  the  faxon 
camp  •,  and  on  the  8th  his  majefty  took  up  his  quar¬ 
ters  at  Wilfdruff.  On  the  10th,  a  great  part  of  the 
pruffian  army  marched  in  order  towards  the  faxon 
camp,  and  the  head  quarters  were  placed  at  Seid- 
litz,  not  much  above  half  a  german  mile  diftant 

from 


/ 


(  *45  ) 

from  Pima.  And  the  fame  day  one  regiment  of 
cuirafliers,  and  three  of  dragoons,  marched  through 
Drefden  into  the  camp  at  WiJfdruff,  where  a  bodv  of 
1 6000  men  were  ftill  left.  y 

1  he  divifion  under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwic, 
amounting  to  about  15000  men,  entered  Leiplic  on 
the  20th.  And  fo  impenetrable  are  the  councils  of 
his  pruffian  majefty,  that  even  prince  Ferdinand,  when 
he  let  out  upon  his  march,  did  not  know  what  courfe 
he  was  to  take  further  than  Gros-Kugel,  where,  upon 
opening  his  inftruCtions,  he  found  the  king’s  orders 
to  advance  to  Leipfic,  and  take  poffeflion  of  it. 

Notice  was  given  the  fame  evening  to  the  deputies 
of  the  corporation  of  merchants,  that  they  were  to 
pay  all  taxes  and  cuftoms  only  to  the  order  of  his 
prufiian  majefty  ;  the  deputies  waited  on  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  of  Brunfwic,  next  morning  at  1 1  o’clock,  who 
received  them  very  politely,  and  repeated  to  them, 
that  from  that  day,  all  contributions  were  to  be  paid 
to  the  order  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  not  to  his 
pohfh  majefty ;  and  alfured  them  that  they  might 
depend  upon  his  friendlhip,  protection,  and  care  to 
mamtatn  good  order.  The  fame  day  the  prince  took 
pofieflion  of  the  cuftom-houfe  and  excife-office  •,  and 
ordered  the  magazines  of  corn  and  meal  to  be  opened 
for  the  ufe  of  his  troops. 

Whilft  his  highnefs  prince  Ferdinand  tranftCled 
thefe  affairs  in  fo  refolute  a  manner  at  Leipfic,  his 
majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia  did  the  fame  at  Drefden. 

e  king  of  i  oland,  on  the  news  of  the  irruption  of 
he  pruffians  left  his  capital,  the  city  of  Drefden,  at- 
tended  by  his  two  fons,  prince  Zavier,  and  prince 

the  &  °f  ,the  3d  °f  fePtember>  and  put  him  Elf  at 

O  ,  pf  d  ,0fuh,Srt,r00pS’  encamPed  at  Puna,  refolving 

the  laft.  The  queen,  and  the 
he  royal  family,  remained  in  the  city  and 

p.e.[(ertireate<?  In  th<:  moft  pokte  manner  by  the  king  of 
uffia,  who  took  poffeflion  of  it  the  8th.  Thar 

monarch  eflablifhed  all  the  offices  for  the  execution  of 
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public  bufinefs  belonging  to  the  pruffian  army,  at 
Torgau,  which  was  the  place  where  contributions  and 
duties  of  all  kinds  were  paid  :  and  as  the  cafh  and 
treafure  of  the  army  were  kept  here,  1 500  peafants 
were  fet  at  work  to  throw  up  entrenchments  round 
the  place,  to  prevent  its  being  attacked  or  furprifed. 
The  deputies  from  Leipfic  were  conduced  hither, 
and  detained  as  a  fecurity  for  the  obedience  of  the 
regency  of  that  city,  and  the  payment  of  its  duties 
and  contributions.  A  pruffian  commiftary  was  left  to 
take  care  of  thefe  payments,  but  what  is  extraordinary, 
not  one  foldier. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  three  columns  of 
the  pruffian  army  met  at  Pirna  the  fame  day.  They 
were  no  fooner  encamped  round  this  poft,  than  it  was 
perceived,  that  notwithftandlhg  the  inferiority  of  the 
faxon  army,  the  advantageous  (ituation  of  the  ground 
it  poffeffed,  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  not  to  be  at-  , 
tacked  without  confiderable  lofs.  It  was  therefore 
determined  to  turn  the  attack  into  a  blockade,  and  to 
treat  the  faxon  army  rather  in  the  manner  of  a  town 
befieged,  than  like  a  poft,  which  might  be  attacked 
according  to  the  cuftorn  of  war  carried  on  in  an  open 

country. 

The  fituation  of  the  faxon  camp,  which  made  it 
almoft  impregnable,  was  as  follows,  viz.  The  plain  be¬ 
tween  Pirna  and  Koenigftein,  where  the  faxon  camp 
was  pitched,  is  a  continued  rock,  with  a  diclivity 
down  to  the  Elbe  on  one  fide,  and  into  a  valley  on 
the  other.  This  declivity  ends  on  one  fide  of  Koen¬ 
igftein,  from  whence  begins  a  thick  foreft,  in  which 
the  faxon  s  cut  down  trees,  and  barricaded  themfelves. 
On  this  fide  of  Pirna  is  a  narrow  paffage,  where,  as 
well  as  in  the  town  itfelf,  they  made  intrenchments, 
and  raifed  in  and  about  their  camp,  near  60  redoubts, 
which  were  well  provided  with  a  great  number  of 
cannon.  But  this  advantageous  fituation  did  not  re¬ 
medy  the  want  of  water,  provifions,  and  forage  •,  the 
faxon  generals  omitted  nothing  that  might  induce 
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the  pruffians  to  proceed  on  their  march  for  Bohemia* 
and  leave  them  behind,  without  attacking-  therm 
But  former  experience  had  given  the  king  of  Prufiia 
wifdom,  with  regard  to  future  tranfadlions.  If,  on 
the  one  hand,  no  diredt  attack  was  thought  advife- 
able ;  fo,  on  the  other,  no  enemy  was  to  be  left  be¬ 
hind.  Befides  ftridtly  blockading  the  faxons,  it  was 
alfo  refolved  to  form  an  army  of  obfervation,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  fuccours  being  fent  from  the  auftrian  army. 
In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  pruffians  took 
poffeffion  of  the  pofts  of  Leopoldffiain,  Marckerf- 
dorf,  Hellendorf,  Cotta,  Zehift,  Sedlitz,  as  far  as 
the  Elbe,  where,  by  their  bridge,  they  had  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  pofts  of  Lohmm,  Welen,  Ob- 
refwaden,  and  Schandau.  In  thefe  different  places 
were  diftributed  thirty-eight  battalions,  and  thirty 
fquadrons.  Seventy-nine  battalions  and  feventy 
fquadrons,  were  deftined  for  Bohemia,  which  entered 
by  detachments,  moving  to  Peterfwalde,  Aufig,  and 
Jonfdorf.  This  body  was  commanded  by  marfhal 
Keith,  by  whofe  orders  general  Manftein  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  caftle  of  Ketfchen,  taking 
an  hundred  auftrians  prifoners.  The  marfhal  en¬ 
camped  at  Jonfdorf,  where  he  ftaid  till  the  end  of 
the  month. 

Hitherto  marfhal  Brown  had  kept  clofe  in  his 
camp  at  Kolin  •,  which  was  almoft  completely  form¬ 
ed  by  the  21ft  of  auguft,  mod  of  the  artillery  for 
that  purpofe  being  arrived  ;  but  the  troops  were  not 
all  complete  then  ;  the  marfhal  had  under  him  prince 
Piccolomini,  feven  lieutenant  field  marfhals,  and  fix- 
teen  major  generals  ;  befides  this,  the  auftrians  were 
then  affembling  troops  at  Ollifchau.  The  court  of 
.Vienna  drew  all  the  forces  of  her  imperial  majefty’s 
immenfe  dominions,  into  Bohemia  :  all  the  officers 
•in  the  auftrian  Netherlands  received  orders  to  join 
their  regiments  diredlly,  and  hold  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  march  on  the  firft  notice,  and  were  very 
foon  detached  into  Bohemia  ;  and  orders  arrived  at 
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Bruflfels,  to  raife  feveral  independent  companies  of 
loo  men  each  :  parties  of  5  or  6000  croatians  were 
continually  marching  through  Vienna  for  their  camps 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia. 

Marfhal  Schwerin,  as  I  before  obferved*  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  pruffian  majefty  to  command  in  Si- 
lefia  *,  that  general,  after  palling  through  the  county 
of  Glatz,  had  advanced  to  Nachot,  afterwards  to 
the  banks  of  the  Mettaw,  and  laftly  to  Aujet,  where 
he  routed  a  detachment  of  huflars,  and  dragoons, 
commanded  by  general  Bucof,  and  took  200  prifon- 
ers.  Afterwards  the  marfhal  took  pofleffion  of  the 
camp  of  Aujeft,  and  foraged  under  the  walls  of  Ko- 
nigfgratz,  where  prince  Piccolomiiii  was  encamped. 
N  ear  Hoenmaut  the  pruffian  huffafs  defeated  400 
auftrian  dragoons,  and  took  many  of  them  in  their 
flight.  This  was  all  marfhal  Schwerin  could  do. 
The  camp  at  Koningfgratz  was  fituated  at  the  con¬ 
flux  of  the  Adler  into  the  Elbe  :  the  enemy  were 
entrenched,  and  this  poll  in  its  front  too  difficult  to 
be  attacked. 

When  his  pruffian  majelly  took  pofleffion  of  Dref- 
den,  he  fent  an  officer  to  the  queen  to  demand  the 
keys  of  the  cabinets,  the  archieves,  and  treafures  of 
her  hufband  :  her  majefty  unwillingly  complied  ;  and 
when  the  pruffian  officer  received  the  keys  of  her, 
he  requefted  further,  that  her  majefty  would  alfo  put 
him  in  pofleffion  of  a  certain  cafket,  containing  fome 
particular  papers,  and  deferibed  it  to  her  :  the  queen 
denied  having  any  knowledge  oi  fuch  a  cafket,  and 
told  the  officer  fhe  knew  not  what  he  meant.  Ma¬ 
dam,  replied  he,  (pointing  to  a  cabinet)  the  cafket 
I  am  ordered  by  my  mafter  to  demand,  is  in  that 
cabinet. — The  queen  in  fome  confuffion  afllired  him, 
he  was  miftaken,  for  the  cabinet  contained  no  fuch 
papers.  But  the  pruffian  officer  infilled  upon  hav¬ 
ing  it  opened,  and  finding  that  the  moft  peremp¬ 
tory  demands  would  not  be  complied  with,  by 
her  polifh  majefty,  he  broke  it  open  himfelf  in  her 
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prefence,  and  took  out  the  very  cafket  he  had  de¬ 
manded,  and  which  contained  all  the  original  con¬ 
ventions,  and  letters  which  paffed  between  the  courts 
of  Saxony,  Vienna,  and  Petersburg. 

His  pruffian  majefty  finding  himfelf  poffefffed  of  fo 
invaluable  a  treafure,  inftantly  publifhed  them,  that 
all  Europe  might  be  convinced  of  the  neceffity  there 
was  for  his  beginning  hoftilities  in  his  own  defence. 

Great  efforts  were  only  to  be  made  in  Saxony  ;  the 
fituation  of  the  faxon  camp,  made  it  neceffary  for 
the  auftrians  to  advance  to  their  relief,  and  the  pruf- 
fians  found  it  neceffary  to  keep  thefe  enemies  off,  a,s 
well  as  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  faxon  camp 
in  the  clofeft  manner.  The  condition  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  was  certainly  at  this  time  on  the  verge  of  de- 
ftrudtion,  the  pruflians  had  taken  poffeffion  of  all  the 
towns  and  fortreffes,  and  had  demanded  about  a  fort¬ 
night  after  their  entrance,  to  be  delivered  in  the  fpace 
of  three  weeks  at  fartheft,  ijoo  oxen,  2500  fheep, 
200,000  meafures  of  oats,  150,000  quintals  of  hay, 
and  20,000  truffes  of  ftraw  ;  the  value  of  them  all 
was  fuppofed  to  amount  to  625,000  crowns. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emprefs  queen,  found  herfelf 
obliged  in  honour,  to  relieve  her  ally  the  king  of 
Poland  5  accordingly  flie  ordered  marfhal  Brown  to 
difengage  the  faxons.  His  army  was  encamped  at 
Budin,  near  the  conflux  of  the  Egra  with  the  Elbe  ; 
and  for  the  executing  thefe  orders,  he  had  the  choice 
of  three  ways;  one  by  attacking  and  defeating  mar¬ 
fhal  Keith’s  army,  which  was  no  eafy  talk  :  the  fecond, 
by  marching  to  the  left,  through  Belin,  and  Teop- 
litz,  to  enter  Saxony,  which  laid  him  under  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  expoflng  his  flank  to  the  pruffian  army,  and 
even  of  being  deprived  of  his  magazines  at  Budin 
and  Welfern  :  the  third,  by  fending  a  detachment 
through  Leutmeritz,  and  proceeding  to  the  faxons  by 
the  way  of  Bohmifch,  Leipe  and  Schandau.  This 
laft  meafure  could  not  produce  any  thing  decifive 
the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schandau,  and 
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OberdRaden,  being  fo  difficult,  that  a  fmall  body 
of  troops  may  flop  an  entire  army.  But  his  pruffian 
majefh’,  in  io  critical  a  time,  judged  his  prefence 
was  neceffary  in  Bohemia.  Accordingly,  he  left  the 
camp  at  Setlitz,  on  the  28th  of  feptember,  and  the 
lame  day  reached  marfhal  Keith’s  camp  at  Jonfdorf. 
On  the  29th,  the  army  in  Bohemia  was  ordered  to 
march  :  the  king  going  before  with  eight  battalions 
and  twenty  fquadrons,  encamped  at  Jirmit£,  where 
the  fcouts  of  the  army  brought  advice,  that  marfhal 
Brown  was,  the  next  day,  to  pafs  the  Egra.  His 
majefty  now  judged,  that  the  beft  way  was  to  draw 
near  the  enemy  ;  in  order  to  obferve  all  their  motions. 
On  the  30th,  all  the  troops  followed  the  king  in  twq 
colums,  the  one  by  the  way  of  Profcobot,  and  the 
other  by  the  way  of  Jirmitz.  From  Jirmitz  he 
marched  with  his  van,  towards  Welmina,  where  he 
arrived  that  evening,  an  hour  before  funfet.  There 
he  faw  the  auftrian  army,  with  its  right  wing  at  Lo~ 
wofchutz,  and  its  left  towards  the  Egra.  That  even¬ 
ing  the  king,  himfelf,  occupied,  with  fix  battalions, 
a  hollow,  and  fomerifing  grounds,  which  commanded 
JLowofchutz,  and  which  he  refolved  to  makeufe  of, the 
next  day,  in  order  to  march  out  againft  the  auftrians. 
The  army  arrived,  at  night,  at  Welmina,  where  the 
king  only  formed  his  battalions  behind  one  another, 
and  the  fquadrons  in  the  fame  manner,  which  remain¬ 
ed  all  night  in  this  pofition ;  the  king  himfelf  fitting 
up  all  night,  and  having  no  other  covering  but  his 
cloak,  before  a  little  fire,  at  the  head  of  his  troops. 
On  the  firft  of  odtober,  at  break  of  day,  he  took 
with  him  his  principal  general  officers,  and  fhewed 
them  the  ground  he  intended  to  occupy  with  his  army, 
viz.  the  infantry  forming  the  firft  line,  to  occupy  two 
high  hills,  and  the  bottom  betwixt  them;  fome  bat¬ 
talions  to  form  the  fecond  line  ;  and  the  third  to  be 
compofed  of  the  whole  cavalry.  The  ground  where 
the  pruffians  formed  themfelves  in  order  of  battle, 
contained  only  the  fix  battalions  of  the  van,  the 
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ground  continuing  to  widen  towards  the  left.  The 
declivity  of  thefe  mountains  was  covered  with  vine¬ 
yards,  divided  into  a  great  many  inclofures,  by  (tone 
walls,  three  feet  high,  as  belonging  to  different  per- 
fons.  In  thefe  vineyards,  marfhal  Browne  ported  his 
pandours  to  flop  them,  fo  that,  as  every  battalion  of 
the  left  entered  the  line,  it  was  obliged  to  engage  the 
enemy*  But  their  fire  being  faint  and  unfteady,  it  com 
firmed  his  pruffian  majefty  in  his  opinion,  that  mar¬ 
fhal  Browne  was  retreated,  and  that  the  pandours  and 
bodies  of  cavalry  feen  in  the  plain  were  his  rear.  This 
opinion  appeared  the  more  plaufible,  from  the  im- 
poffibility  of  feeing  any  appearance  of  an  army  ;  a 
thick  fog  hiding  every  thing,  and  did  not  difpciie  til! 
part  eleven.  His  majefty  ordered  his  artillery  to  play 
on  the  cavalry  in  the  plain,  upon  which  it  feveial 
times  altered  its  form.  Sometimes  it  appeared  nu¬ 
merous  ;  fometimes  drawn  up  chequer-ways  *,  fome- 
times  drawn  up  in  three  contiguous  lines ;  fometimes 
five  or  fix  troops  filed  off  to  the  left,  and  difappeared. 
After  the  king  had  found  that  the  battalions  were 
poftefled  of  the  hollow,  in  the  manner  he  had  ordeied 
it,  he  thought,  that  the  firft  thing  to  be  done,  was 
to  drive  back  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  flood  in 
the  front.  Accordingly  he  ordered  twenty  fquadrons 
of  horfe  to  charge  them  ;  who,  having  formed  them- 
felves  at  the  foot  of  the  eminence,  where  the  pruffian 
infantry  was  ported,  charged  and  broke  the  auftrian 
horfe.  But,  as  the  auftrians  had  placed  behind  their 
cavalry  in  hollow  places  and  ditches,  a  great  body 
of  infantry,  with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  the  pruf¬ 
fian  cavalry,  through  the  brifknefs  of  their  attack, 
found  themfelves  expofed  to  the  fire  of  this  cannon 
and  infantry  :  which  obliged  them  to  return  and  form 
again,  under  the  protection  of  their  own  infantry  and 
cannon,  and  this  without  being  purfued  by  the  au¬ 
ftrian  cavalry.  It  was  not  till  now,  apprehended,  by 
his  pruffian  majefty,  that  the  auftrians  were  facing 
him  with  their  whole  army.  The  king  at  that  time 
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was  for  plac;ng  his  cavaJry  beIlind-;n  a  fecond  IIne; 

Ait  before  this  order  could  be  brought,  his  horfe, 
prompted  by  their  natural  impetuofity,  and  a  defire 
,  d,«lngu>Aing  themfelves,  charged  a  fecond  time, 
bore  down  all  oppofition,  palled  through  the  fame 
an  v  le,  as  at  the  firft  charge,  purfued  the  enemy 
above  300  paces  ;  and,  in  theexcefs  of  ardour,  eroded 
a  ditch  10  feet  wide.  Beyond  this  ditch,  at  the  di- 
ltance  of  300  paces  was  another;  behind  which  ap¬ 
pealed  the  auftrian  infantry,  drawn  up  in  order  of 
attle.  Immediately  60  pieces  of  cannon  played  upon 
e  pruflian  horfe,  which  therefore  repafled  the  ditch 
and  returned  to  their  infantry,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  without  being  followed.  The  kino-  then 
ordered  his  cavalry  to  poll  themfelves  behind  the  in¬ 
fantry.  About  this  time,  the  fire  on  the  left  wino- 
began  to  increafe.  Marfhal  Brown  had  1'ucceB 
lively  brought  on  20  battalions,  who,  paflino-  by 
Lowofchutz,  lined  the  banks  of  the  Elbe,  to  “im¬ 
port  the  pandours  in  the  vineyards  ;  and  the  ene¬ 
my  ufed  all  poffible  efforts  to  flank  the  left  of  the 
pruffian  infantry,  the  king  perceived  the  neceflity 
^ ’  mpponing  it,  and  ordered  the  battalions  of  the 
1  t  line  to  turn  to  the  left;  the  battalions  of  the 
fecond  line  filled  up  the  intervals,  which  had  been 
occasioned  by  this  motion  ;  fo  that  the  cavalry  formed 
t  le  fecond  line,  which  fupported  the  infantry.  At  the 
fame  time  the  whole  left  of  the  infantry,  march¬ 
ing  on  gradually,  wheeled  about,  and  attacked  the 
town  of  Lowofchutz  in  flank,  in  fpite  of  the  prodi¬ 
gious  file  01  the  enemy  :  the  pruflian  grenadiers  fired 
in  through  the  doors  and  windows,  and  roofs  of  the 
lioufes,  in  the  burning  of  which,  the  battalion  of 
kicilt  and  Bornfladt  chiefly  diftinguifhed  themfelves. 

In  this  affion,  though  only  the  attack  of  a  poll 
rvery  pruflian  foldier  of  the  left  wing  fired  ninety  fhob 
They  had  no  more  powder  nor  ammunition  for  their 
cannon;  notwithstanding  which,  the  regiment  of 
.itzcnblitz  and  Mantcufci  entered  Lowofchutz,  with 

their 
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their  bayonets  fixed,  and  drove  before  them  nine 
frelh  auftrian  battalions,  which  marfhal  Brown  had 
juft  ported  there.  The  battle  concluded  with  a  dif- 
•orderly  flight  of  the  auftrians.  What  hindered  the 
pruflian  cavalry  from  taking  advantage  of  it  was, 
nrft,  the  broad  ditch  mentioned  in  defcribing  the  fe- 
cond  gallant  attack  made  by  them  ;  and  fecondly, 
the  mafterly  difpofition  of  marfhal  Brown,  in  tak¬ 
ing  all  the  left  of  his  infantry,  which  had  not  been 
attacked,  to  cover  his  broken  troops  which  were  fly¬ 
ing  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  In  this  order  marfhal 
Brown  waited  the  approach  of  night  to  retreat.  At 
an  hour  after  midnight  he  began  his  march  towards 
his  camp  at  Budin,  breaking  down  all  his  bridges 
over  the  Egra.  The  next  day,  the  prince  of  Bevern 
was  detached  by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  with  a  body  of 
8000  men  to  Schirkowitz,  which  was  on  their  right  ; 
and  from  thence  he  fent  out  parties  along  the  Egra, 
to  reconnoitre  the  pafles.  The  auftrian  army  amounted 
to  60,000  before  the  battle,  which  lafted  feven  hours, 
during  which,  the  cannonading  was  mediant  on  both 
fides.  The  lofs  of  the  auftrians  was  computed  at 
about  7000  men  killed  or  wounded  •,  500  taken  pri¬ 
soners  •,  amongft  whom  was  prince  Lobkowitz,  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  three  ftandards.  The  lofs  of 
the  pruflians  did  not  exceed  6  or  yooo,  among  whom 
was  general  Ludritz,  an  officer  of  great  merit  and 
experience.  The  pruflian  army  encamped  on  the  field 
of  battle,  where  it  continued  without  moleftation, 
foraging  within  cannon-fhot  of  the  auftrian  army. 
i  On  the  6th,  his  pruflian  majefty  received  advice 
that  marfhal  Brown  had  made  a  detachment,  in  which 
was  his  own  regiment  j  and  that  thefe  troops  had  moved 
to  Raudnitz,  and  were  advancing  towards  Bohmifch- 
leipe,  in  their  way  for  Saxony,  and  confifted  of  about 
6000  men.  Although  the  weaknefs  of  this  detach¬ 
ment  could  cauie  little  apprehenfion,  his  majefty 
thought  that  his  army  in  Saxony,  confifting  only  of 
thirty  iquadrons,  might  want  a  reinforcement  of  horfe; 
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efpecially  If  the  faxons  fhould  attempt  to  force  the 
pafs  of  the  Hellendorf,  where  the  cavalry  might  be 
ufefully  employed,  particularly  in  the  plains  of  Pe- 
terfwalde.  Thefe  confiderations  determined  the  king 
to  go  thither  in  perfon.  Accordingly,  fetting  out 
from  Lowofchutz,  on  the  13th,  with  15  fquadrons  of 
dragoons,  he  arrived  at  his  other  army,  on  the  14th 
at  noon. 

The  reader  may  now  perceive  that  the  battle  of 
Lowofchutz  was  not  entirely  decifive.  For  although 
his  pruflian  majefty,  in  the  account  which  hepublifhed 
of  this  campaign,  pretends,  that  his  army  in  Bohe¬ 
mia  was  intended  merely  to  cover  the  blockade  of 
the  faxon  camp  •,  yet  we  may  perceive  that  his  in¬ 
tention,  when  he  fet  out  for  Bohemia,  was,  in  cafe 
he  got  a  decifive  victory,  to  march  diredtly  to  Prague, 
to  facilitate  the  conqueft  of  all  that  kingdom  :  every 
impartial  man,  will,  I  believe,  agree,  that  this  mo¬ 
narch,  had  he  gained  fuch  a  vidtory  as  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  would  not  have  diredtly  marched  back  to  his 
army  in  Saxony  •,  his  bufinefs  would  in  every  refpedt 
have  been  more  completely  done,  had  he  got  pofieflion 
of  Prague  and  thereby  been  enabled  to  extend  his  win¬ 
ter-quarters  into  the  very  heart  of  Bohemia.  But  I 
would  not  be  thought  from  hence  to  derogate  from 
the  real  greatnefs  of  this  vidtory,  although  dilputed 
by  the  auftrians,  that  his  pruflian  majefty  gained  it 
we  may  find  by  marfhal  Brown’s  inability  to  relieve 
the  faxons,  on  which  account  he  engaged  the  pruflian 
army ;  and  the  advantage  the  vidlor’s  caufe  received 
from  it,  was  very  confiderable  ;  it  was  the  firft  adtion 
of  the  war,  and  the  foldiers  looked  on  it  as  a  good 
omen  of  future  fuccefs.  His  pruflian  majefty  in  this 
vidtory  found  the  happy  effedts  of  that  exquifite  dif- 
cipline  to  which  he  had  inured  his  foldiers  •,  the  fire 
of  the  pruflian  foldiers,  as  well  as  their  artillery  was 
fo  extremely  heavy  and  unintermitting,  that  it  was 
almoft  impoffible  for  any  troops  to  ftand  unbroken 
before  it. 
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In  the  mean  time  great  changes  happened  in  the 
camp  at  Pirna,  fince  the  ioth  of  oCtober.  The  fax¬ 
ons  had  that  day  attempted  to  throw  a  bridge  over 
the  river  at  Willtead.  The  pruffians  had  there  a  re¬ 
doubt,  from  whence  a  captain  witl}  50  grenadiers 
fired  on  the  faxon’s  boats.  He  took  feven  or  eight 
of  them,  and  others  he  funk  with  their  cannon  •,  fo 
that  the  defign  of  the  faxons  mifcarried.  They  now 
altered  their  defign,  and,  feeing  the  difficulty  of 
tranfporting  their  boats  on  the  Elbe,  where  they 
had  the  fire  of  three  prulfian  redoubts  to  pafs,  they 
therefore  loaded  their  pontoons  on  horfes,  and  carried 
them  thus  by  land  to  a  place  near  Konigftein,  op- 
pofite  to  the  village  of  Halbftadtel.  This  outlet  of 
their  camp  had  excited  the  attention  of  the  faxons, 
as  being  the  moft  eafy,  on  account  of  the  fuccours 
they  expeCted  from  the  auftrians.  For  the  better 
underftanding  of  this  relation,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
break  here  the  thread  of  the  narrative,  in  order  to 
defcribe  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  is  known 
to  be  the  bafis  of  military  difpofitions.  The  delcrip- 
tion  which  I  before  gave  of  the  poll  of  Pirna,  has 
Ihewn  its  fituation  to  be  very  llrong  ;  but  with  this 
defied,  that  it  is  as  difficult  to  come  out  of  it  as  to 
force  it.  According  to  the  fituation  of  the  ground, 
the  faxons  could  attempt  to  force  a  paffage  only  by 
Hermfdorf  and  Hellendorf.  This  would  certainly 
have  been  attended  with  great  lofs,  though  there  was 
a  probability  of  faving  by  this  attempt  a  part,  at  lealt, 
of  their  men.  It  cannot  but  be  thought,  that  they 
were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
Halbftadt,  Burgearfdorf  Zeigenruck,  Schandau,  and 
with  the  difpofition  of  the  pruffians  in  thefe  polls. 
The  pruffian  general  Zefchwitz,  with  eleven  battali¬ 
ons  and  fifteen  fquadrons,  was  polled  between  Schan¬ 
dau,  and  Wendifchefere  ;  and  oppofite  to  him  in  the 
villages  of  Mitteldorf  and  Altendorf,  encamped  mar- 
Ihal  Brown  with  his  detachment.  Lefchwitz  was 
much  Itronger  than  Brown.  The  impracticable  fitu- 
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ation  of  fhefe  rocks  hindered  the  auftrians  from  ad¬ 
vancing  to  Bugerfdorf.  This  could  not  be  done  with¬ 
out  a  body  double  their  number,  or  filing  off,  two 
a-breaft,  in  fight  of  general  Lefchwitz  towards  AI- 
ftadt.  Where  the  faxons  intended  to  pafs,  is  a  fmail 
plain,  in  the  center  of  which  ftands  Lilienftein,  a  fteep 
mountain.  On  both  fides  of  this  rock,  in  the  form 
ol  a  crefent,  five  battalions  of  grenadiers  guarded 
an  imprafticable  barricade  of  felled  trees.  Behind 
them  at  the  diftance  of  500  paces,  two  brigades, 
ol  foot  were  placed  in  the  ‘defile  of  Burgerfdorf, 
fupported  by  five  fquadrons  of  dragoons  •,  and  behind 
this  defile  is  Ziegenruck,  a  perpendicular  rock,  60 
feet  high,  and  which  forms  a  femi-circle  round  thefe 
difficult  pods,  joining  the  Elbe,  at  its  two  extremi¬ 
ties.  From  this  inconvenient  place,  however,  it  was, 
that  on  the  nth  the  faxons  began  to  form  their 
bridge.  The  pruffian  officers,  inftead  of  diflurbing 
them,  differed  them  to  finifh  it.  The  defcent  from 
Tirmfdorf,  towards  the  Elbe,  is  tollerable  practicable ; 
but,  after  they  had  finiffied  their  bridge,  the  great 
difficuty  remained  of  climbing  up  the  rock,  from 
whence  they  could  go  only  by  one  foot-path  to  Al- 
ftadtel.  It  was  on  the  12th,  in  the  evening,  that 
they  began  their  march.  Two  battalions  of  grena¬ 
diers,  after  infinite  difficulty,  got  on  the  other  fide,. 
On  the  13th,  this  road  was  intirely  deftroyed  by  the 
continual  rains  ;  fo  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  get¬ 
ting  their  cannon  from  their  entrenchments  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  they  left  them  behind.  This  day  their  ca¬ 
valry,  their  baggage,  and  their  rear  found  themfelves 
confufedly  embarraffed,  one  being  flopped  by  ano¬ 
ther.  The  difficulty  of  the  paffage  hindered  the 
march  of  their  troops,  the  van  could  only  file  off  one 
by  one,  whillt  the  main  body  and  the  rear  were  obliged 
to  remain  motionlefs  on  the  fame  place.  On  the  13th, 
very  early  in  the  morning,  prince  Maurice  of  An¬ 
halt  received  the  firft  advice  of  the  retreat  of  the  fax¬ 
ons.  The  pruffion  troops  without  delay,  marched  ia 
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jfcven  columns.  It  was  with  great  labour  they  climbed 
rhoie  rocks,  during  which,  however,  they  met  with 
no  oppofition.  Upon  gaining  the  height,  they  form¬ 
ed  ;  the  pruffian  hufiars  fell  upon  four  faxon  fqua- 
drons,  which  compofed  their  rear-guard,  and  drove 
them  to  their  infantry,  near  Tirmfdorf.  1  he  pruf¬ 
fian  companies  of  hunters,  lodging  themfelves  in  a 
wood,  on  the  flank  of  thefe  troops,  extremely  galled 
them  with  their  fire.  At  the  fame  time,  prince  Mau¬ 
rice  ordered  the  foot  regiment  of  Pruffia  to  advance 
on  an  eminence,  to  the  right  of  the  faxons ;  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon  being  brought  to  play  on  their 
rear  guard,  a  general  flight  enfued.  The  huflars 
threw  themfelves  on  the  baggage  of  the  army,  and 
plundered  it  •,  and  the  hunters  conveyed  themfelves 
into  the  woods,  near  the  Elbe  ;  from  whence  they 
oalled  the  rear  guard  in  its  retreat.  The  faxons  now 
loft  all  prefence  of  mind,  and  cut  down  their  bridge, 
which  was  carried  away  by  the  current  to  the  poft  of 
Raden,  where  it  was  flopped.  The  pruffian  army 
encamped  on  the  eminence  of  Stuppen,  its  left  join¬ 
ing  to  the  Elbe,  and  the  right  extending  along  a  large 
hollow  way,  terminating  near  Hennerfdorf.  Such 
were  the  fituations  of  the  pruffian,  auftrian  and  faxon 
troops,  when  the  king  of  Pruffia  arrived  on  the  14th, 
with  his  dragoons,  at  the  camp  at  Struppen. 

Marfhal  Brown  had  arrived  on  the  11th,  atLich- 
tenfdorf,  near  Schandau,  and  immediately  acquainted 
the  faxons  with  his  arrival,  letting  them  know,  that 
he  would  ftay  there  all  the  next  day,  but  no  longer  ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  waited  for  the  notice  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  fignal,  to  begin  the  attack  on  the  pruffian  pofts, 
which  fignal  was  not  given.  The  faxons  were  in  a 
cul  de  fac,  or  place,  through  which  there  was  no 
paffage,  where  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  aft,  and 
they  laboured  under  unfurmountable  difficulties  ;  lo 
that,  though  the  king  of  Poland,  who  was  at  Ko- 
nigftein,  was  ardent,  for  making  an  attack,  his  ge¬ 
nerals  convinced  him  of  the  utter  impoffibility  of  it. 

Marfhal 
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Marfhal  Brown  perceiving  all  the  danger  of  the  fitui 
ationhewas  then  in,  retreated  on  the  14th  towards 
Bohemia.  Whereupon,  a  pruffian  officer,  with  a  body 
of  huflars  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  auftrians,  con¬ 
fiding  of  300  huffars,  and  200  pandours  *,  and,  rout¬ 
ing  them,  the  hungarian  infantry  was  put  to  the  fword. 
This  affair,  which  gave  rife  to  fo  many  debates  and 
reproaches  among  the  auftrian  and  faxon  generals,  is 
very  eafily  decided  ;  the  cafe  was,  that  neither  party 
had  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  ground  which  the 
faxons  had  pitched  upon  for  their  retreat,  and  to 
which  alone  was  owing  the  furrender  of  the  faxon 
army.  7  he  king  of  Poland,  who  was  yet  in  the 
caftle  of  Konigftein,  feeing  his  army  in  fuch  a  fixa¬ 
tion,  that  it  could  not  force  a  paffiage  by  the  fword* 
and  without  all  hopes  of  provifions  or  fuccours,  per¬ 
mitted  his  troops  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war.  Count  Rutowfki  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
capitulation  *.  The  king  of  Pruffia  made  no  diffi¬ 
culty  of  redoring  the  colours,  ftandards,  and  kettle¬ 
drums,  which  were  carried  to  the  king  of  Poland  at 
Konigftein.  According  to  the  capitulation  the  faxons 
marched  out  of  their  camp.  On  the  16th,  in  the 
morning,  bread  was  fent  to  the  foldiers,  as  foon 
as  the  capitulation  was  agreed  to.  On  the  17th 
they  pafled  the  Elbe,  preceded  by  their  general  offi¬ 
cers,  at  a  place  called  Raden,  where  the  pruffians  had 
a  bridge  of  boats  ;  from  thence  they  marched  into 
a  plain  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  after  paffing  be- 

*  His  pruffian  majefty’s  anfwer  to  the  5th  article  of  capitulation, 
is  conceived  in  thofe  fpirited  term3,  which  the  prince  was  fo  wont 
to  ufe.  Rutowfki  demanded  that  the  life  and  grenadier  guards 
fhould  be  excepted  in  the  capitulation  ;  to  which  his  Tnajefty  an- 
fwered,  “  There  is  no  exception  to  be  made,  becaufe  it  is  known 
<l  that  the  king  of  Poland  did  give  orders  for  that  part  of  his  troops 
“  which  is  in  the  laid  kingdom  to  join  the  ruffians,  and  to  march 
“  for  this  purpofe  to  the  frontiers  of  Silefia  ;  and  a  man  mull  be  a 
“  fool  to  let  troops  go  which  he  holds  fait,  to  fee  them  make  head 
“  againft  him  a  fccond  time,  and  to  be  obliged  to  take  them  prifo- 
14  ners  again.” 
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tween  two  battalions  of  pruffian  guards,  they  were 
received  by  two  battalions  of  the  prince  of  Pruffia’s 
regiment,  drawn  up  on  the  right  and  left  *,  they  there 
formed  a  hollow  fquare,  and  had  the  articles  of  war 
read,  and  the  military  oath  adminiftered  to  them. 
As  there  was  but  one  bridge  laid  over  the  river,  and 
the  roads  from  the  faxon  camp  were  extremely  bad  ; 
and  as  every  regiment  took  the  oath  feparately,  this 
ceremony  laded  all  that  day  and  the  next.  The  fol- 
diers  were  all  armed,  and  moll  of  them  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  his  pruffian  majedy,  and  the  officers 
were  permitted  on  their  parole,  to  go  to  their  places 
of  refidence. 

The  whole  faxon  army  confided  of  16,000  men, 
3000  of  which  were  horle  and  dragoons.  The  fol- 
diers  were  extremely  well  looking,  robud  young  men, 
and  had  not  differed  for  want  of  provifions  during 
the  blockade  of  five  weeks.  But  the  cavalry  was  al- 
moft  ruined. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  king  of  Poland  fet  out  for  War- 
faw.  The  troops  of  Pruffia  were  withdrawn  from  all 
the  places  in  this  road  ;  and  the  fame  regard  (hewn  to 
his  perfon,  as  crowned  heads  reciprocally  obferve  to¬ 
wards  each  other,  in  the  mod  profound  peace.  The 
queen  of  Poland,  together  with  the  royal  family,  con¬ 
tinued  in  their  capital ;  and  had  the  fame  honours  paid 
them  from  their  enemies  that  furrounded  them,  as 
they  were  accudomed  to  receive  from  their  own  fub- 
je<5ts. 

It  was  expedted  by  many,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
‘after  gaining  fuch  an  acceffion  of  drength,  as  the 
faxon  army,  would  again  march  into  Bohemia,  and 
face  marfhal  Brown  on  a  more  equal  footing  than  be¬ 
fore.  But  that  wife  monarch,  weighing  the  difadvan- 
tages  that  might  accrue  to  his  army  by  hazarding  a 
winter’s  campaign,  in  a  country,  where  the  leverity 
of  the  weather  is  generally  more  dedrudtive  than  the 
mod  defperate  battle  -,  againd  the  advantages  that 
might  be  gained  by  a  fecond  vidtory,  at  a  feafon  when 
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wididSrawPhiflble  t0  hnpr0ve  ir’  prudently  refolved  to 
withdraw  his  army  into  quarters  of  cantonment  and 

there  to  wait  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  marfhal  Keith  was  ordered  to  fend  off  the  tr<r- 
gage  of  his  corps  on  the  21ft  of  October,  the  horle 

executed.^  Y  ™  **  ^  Which  W2S  accordingly 

His  pruffian  majefty  left  Struppen  the  20th,  ac¬ 
companied  with  IO  battalions,  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
h.s  bohennan  army,  and  lay  that  night  at  Peterfwalde, 

he  1)eXt,  at  ^enai  ’  on  the  22d,  in  the  morning 
(leaving  his  battalions  at  Lenai)  went  to  Lowofchutz 

but  1  etui  ned  that  night  to  Lenai.  On  the  2  2d,  early 

in  the  morning,  the  camp  at  Lowofchutz  broke  up 

they  formed  into  two  columns,  the  firft  commanded 

by  marfhal  Keith,  the  fecond  by  the  prince  of  Pruf- 

ha.  Marfhal  Keith  detached  four  battalions  by  the 

banks  of  the  Elbe,  to  guard  the  right  of  the  army, 

and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  pick  up  the  detachments 

placed  along  the  river  :  they  joined  the  army  at  Lenai. 

The  pnnee  of  Bevern  commanded  the  rear  o-Uard 

which  confifted  of  eight  battalions,  five  fquadrons  of 

dragoons  and  five  of  hufiars.  On  the  left  of  the 

rear  of  the  army,  but  at  fome  diftance,  was  ported 

part  of  the  regiment  of  leithen  hufiars,  to  prevent 

the  auftrian  irregulars  from  acting  ;  they  lay  that 

night  at  Lenai,  the  23d,  where  they  retted  the  24th 
and  25th.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  marfhal  Brown  could  not  well 
penetrate  into  the  defigns  of  his  pruffian  majefty ;  but 
thinking  it  probable,  that  he  was  making  his  difpo- 
fitions  for  retreating,  he  fent  a  detachment  of  3000 
men,  under  general  Haddick,  with  a  defio-n  to  bar¬ 
rels  the  rear  of  the  pruffian  army  ;  but  he  found  his 
pruffian  majefty  had  made  fo  mafterly  a  difpofition 

that  it  was  in  vain  to  attack  him.  He  accordingly 
retired. 

I  hat  monarch  had  occupied  with  his  ten  battalions 
all  the  high  giounds  about  .Lenai,  and  his  army  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinned  to  retire  in  perfed  fafety,  his  battalions  ftiil 
marching  on,  and  keeping  poffieffion  of  die  heights. 
The  army  advanced  on  the  26th  to  Teutfch  Neu- 
dorff,  encamped  there,  and  the  next  day  to  Schoen- 
walde,  and  re-entered  Saxony  on  the  30th,  where  it 
was  cantoned  between  Pirna  and  the  frontier  alonp- 
the  Elbe.  General  Zaftrow,  with  his  brigade,  was 
polled  at  Gifhiibel  and  Gottleube,  where  he  was  at^ 
tacked  by  the  auftrian  pandours  ;  but  they  were  re- 
pulfed  with  lofs,  and  purfued  beyond  Peterfwalde ; 
after  which,  dilheartened  by  the  warm  reception  they 
always  met  with,  they  no  longer  dillurbed  the  ad¬ 
vanced  polls  of  the  pruffian  army. 

At  the  fame  time  the  army  at  Lowofchutz 
was  quitting  Bohemia,  marlhal  Schwerin  was  or¬ 
dered  to  return  into  Silefia.  He  had  palled  the 
Elbe  at  Jaromitz  :  and,  after  procuring  all  the  fo- 
rage  pollible,  he  marched  towards  Schalitz  5  to  which 
place  fome  thoufands  of  hungarians  followed  him,  a 
body  of  his  troops  attacked  them,  and  drove  them  as 
far  as  Smirfitz  •,  after  which,  he  continued  his  march 
unmolelled.  On  the  2d  ol  november,  he  entered 

the  county  of  Glatz,  and  put  his  army  into  places  of 
cantonment. 

.  ^.'s  maJelty  the  hing  of  PrulTia,  entered  Drefden 
in  triumph,  on  the  2 ill  of  november,  accompanied 
by  the  princes  of  his  houfe,  and  feveral  general  offi¬ 
cers,  on  horfeback,  followed  by  his  regiment  of  life¬ 
guards,  and  took  his-  refidence  at  count  BriihPs 
magnificent  palace.  He  rode  every  day,  and  im¬ 
mediately  on  his  coming,  examined  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  the  provifion  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  with  which  it  was  ftor'ed  :  ten  thoufand  of  his 
troops  were  quartered  in  the  city  and  the  neighbour¬ 
's  villages.  The  number  of  mouths  this  occafioned 
to  be  at  Drefden,  enhanced  the  price  of  corn  fo 
much,  that  a  buffielof  wheat  coll  five  crowns.  And 
what  enhanced  this  fcarcity  was,-  a  monopoly,  one 
ong.e  man  having  farmed  all  the  mills  in  Saxony, 
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and  the  bakers  were  all  obliged  to  have  their  corn' 
ground  at  thefe  mills ;  and  although  three  memorials 
were  prefented  to  his  polifh  majefty,  requefting  a  re¬ 
medy  to  fo  great  a  grievance  ;  yetr,  fuch  was  the  inat¬ 
tention  of  that  court  to  the  good  of  its  fubjedts,  that 
they  rejected  them,  and  the  mills  continued  farmed. 

Idle  king  of  Pruffia,  during  his  ftay  at  Drefden, 
in  order  to  keep  off  the  enemy’s  irregular  troops 
from  making  incurfions  into  Saxony,  ordered  ditches 
to  be  made  ten  ells  broad,  and  five  deep  ;  and  by 
laying  trees  acrofs,  made  a  fort  of  barricade.  His 
majefty  alfo  ordered  the  fortifications  of  the  city  of 
Drefden  to  be  confiderably  repaired  and  augmented, 
and  formed  a  very  confiderable  magazine  there  for  the 
ufe  of  his  troops.  That  monarch  alfo  fent  advice  to 
the  lords  of  the  regency,  at  Leipfick,  that  they  mult 
prepare  quarters  for  6000  pruffian  foot,  and  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  horfe,  who  foon,  after  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  that  city,  to  the  great  impoverifhment  of  the 
inhabitants.  His  pruffian  majefty  this  winter  railed 
9000  men  in  the  electorate  of  Saxony,  to  recruit  his 
forces  with. 

The  reader  cannot  but  flop  here  one  moment,  to 
pidture  to  himfelf  the  difmal  (fate  of  Saxony.  With¬ 
out  a  fovereign  ;  and  his  pruffian  majefty  governing 
the  whole  electorate  as  abfolutely  as  he  did  in  Bran¬ 
denburg  •,  obliged  to  maintain,  and  even  recruit  an 
army  of  near  100,000  men  ;  befides  the  enormous 
contributions  every  where  demanded.  It  is  true,  the 
leverity  of  the  pruffian  difeipline  was  fuch,  that  the 
country  fuftered  lefs  from  them  than  they  would 
have  done  from  any  other  army  in  the  world  *,  but 
then  the  hardffiips  which  the  poor  peafants  and  burgh¬ 
ers  felt,  were  very  terrible,  from  the  licentious  dif- 
pofuion  of  the  conquering  foldiers,  which,  thbugh 
difeipline  greatly  difeouraged,  yet  it  could  never  per¬ 
fectly  fubdue  it. 

In  this  genera]  foene  of  misfortunes,  the  only  place 
of  tranquility  was  Drefden,  where  the  queen  of  Po¬ 
land 


land  and  her  family  ftill  refided  ;  and  though  a  paper 
war  continued  at  the  Hague,  and  feveral  other  courts 
between  the  kings  of  Poland  and  Pruffia,  yet  nothin^ 
was  to  be  feen  at  Drefden,  but  the  greateft  politenefs 
and  complaifance.  The  king  of  Pruffia  admiring  a 
very  fine  fet  of  piftures  in  the  royal  palace;  her  po- 
liffi  majefty  being  informed  of  it,  ordered  them  to  be 
immediately  carried  to  that  monarch.  On  the  other 
hand,  nothing  was  wanting  to  alleviate  the  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  her  prefent  fituation.  The  pruffianoffi- 
cers  were  always  prefent  at  the  operas  and  balls,  in  the 
royal  palace,  which  paved  the  way  to  feveral  marriages 
between  them  and  her  polifli  majefty’s  maids  of  ho¬ 
nour  ;  and  his  pruffian  majefty,  whenever  any  birth¬ 
day  in  the  royal  family  happened,  always  lent  marlhal 
Keith  to  compliment  the  queen  in  his  name. 

,  Marikal  Brown,  in  the  mean  time,  finding  that  he 
had  nothing  more  to  fear  from  the  pruffians  this  win¬ 
ter,  fent  all  his  troops  into  winter  quarters  in  Bohe¬ 
mia,  fixing  the  head  quarters  at  Prague. 

.His  pruffian  majefty  having  feen  every  thino-  in 

properorder,  throughout  his  winter  quarters  in  Saxony, 

returned  to  Berlin,  from  whence  he  diftated  many  of 

thole  memorials  which  were  publifhed,  in  anfwer  to 

thok  of  his  enemies,  particularly  of  the  houfe  of 

Auhna..  His  imperial  majefty,  in  quality  of  head  of 

the  empire,  .iffiued  a  multitude  of  decrees  ao-ainft  his 

pruffian  majefty,  fome  addreffed  to  himfelf  and  others 

to  the  empire  :  but  all  thefe  threatening  matters 

were  regarded  in  the  moft  contemptible  light,  by  tha^ 
monarch.  a  ’  7 


What  gave  him  much  more  uneafinefs,  were  the 

f7earLPrepara.tl0nS1  ?rryinS  on  in  Ruffi*  ;  the 

-  nijf  openly  declared  them  to  be  defigned 

.  gamft  the  king  °f  Pruffia,  under  the  pretence  of 

. ^ounnS  her  allies,  as  fhe  was  bound  by  the  treaty 

o.  or  tus  purpofe,  fhe  made  very  conlider- 

b  e  preparations,  and  that  monarch  was  threatened 

i  .  laving  at  leaft  x 00,000  men  on  his  back  from 
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that  quarter.  The  french  alfo  gave  out,  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  they  intended  marching  a  formidable  army 
to  the  afii (lance  of  their  ally  the  emprefs  queen  ;  and 
the  preparations  they  made  on  the  frontiers  of  France, 
indicated  fome  great  defign  in  hand. 

To  defend  himfelf  againft  fo  formidable  a  confe¬ 
deracy,  this  great  monarch  was  obliged  to  let  his  own 
prepartions  for  war  keep  pace  with  thofe  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  He  made  levies  all  over  his  dominions,  that 
his  troops  might  bear  fome  equality  in  number  to 
thofe  of  his  antagonifts.  In  fhort,  he  fhowed,  that 
his  refources  encreafed  in  proportion,  as  his  dangers 
multiplied. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  firft  campaign  in  Germany  ; 
glorioufiy  finifhed  on  the  part  of  his  pruftian  ma- 
jefty.  He  had  difcovered  the  unjuft  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  and  he  did  as  much  as  the  greateft  king 
could  have  done,  to  prevent  their  execution.  He 
drove  his  enemy,  the  king  of  Poland,  out  of  his  he¬ 
reditary  dominions,  and  took  polfeftion  of  them  him¬ 
felf,  making  his  whole  army  prifoners  of  war.  He 
carried  the  war  into  countries  belonging  to  the  emprefs 
queen,  and  gained  a  viftory  over  her  troops.  In  the 
paper  war  which  was  carried  on  between  his,  and  his 
enemies  minifters,  at  mod  of  the  courts  in  Europe, 
he  was  equally  victorious.  In  fhort,  his  pruffian  ma- 
jefty  appealed  every  where,  and  conqueft  always  for 
his  attendant. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  chapter  with  fome  account 
of  field  marfhal  Keith,  fo  often  mentioned  in  it. 
This  meat  man  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  that 

o 

country  having  the  honour  of  giving  him  birth 
in  1696.  He  is  defcended  from  one  of  its  moft 
antient  and  noble  families.  He  was  drawn  into  the 
rebellion  againft  his  majefty  king  George  the  Ift, 
in  1719,  and  behaved  with  great  refolution  and 
bravery,  at  the  battle  of  SherrifFmuir.  At  the 
fuppreffion  oft  the  rebellion,  he  went  into  France, 
where  he  ftudied  mathematics  under  the  celebrated 
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M.  de  Maupertius  ;  he  alfo  made  himfelf  perfedl  ma¬ 
iler  of  the  military  part  of  geometry.  From  Paris 
he  fet  out  on  his  travels  into  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal 
and  Switferland.  On  his  return  to  that  city,  the  czar 
of  Mufcovy,  who  was  then  at  Paris,  invited  him  to 
enter  into  his  fervice,  which  Mr.  Keith  then  refufed. 
He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  french  army  at  the  ftormino- 
the  harbour  of  Vigo,  in  the  year  i  yig,  when  he  re^ 
ceived  a  dangerous  wound.  From  Paris  he  went  to 
the  court  of  Madrid,  where,  by  the  intereft  of  the 
duke  of  Liria,  he  obtained  a  commiflion  in  the  irifh 
brigade,  then  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Ormond. 
He  accompanied  the  duke  of  Liria,  in  his  embaffy 
from  the  court  of  Spain,  to  Mufcovy,  which  intro¬ 
duced  him  into  the  lervice  of  the  czarina,  who  gave 
him  a  commiflion  of  brigadier  general,  and  foon  after, 
that  of  lieutenant  general,  and  was  inverted  with  the 
order  of  the  black  eagle.  In  this  equality  he  lerved 
under  count  Munich  againft  the  turks,  commanding 
a  body  of  8000  men,  at  the  fiege  of  Oczakow,  with 
great  reputation,  and  receiving  a  wound  in  the  thigh, 
for  the  cure  of  which  he  made  a  journey  from  Pe- 
terfburgh  to  Paris  ;  as  loon  as  he  recovered  he  came 
over  to  London,  and  was  very  well  received  by  his 
britannic  majerty,  who  knew  that  he  was  forced  into 
the  rebellion,  by  a  bigotted  mother.  On  his  return 
into. Ruflia,  peace  reigned  for  fome  time  through  that 
empire ;  but  a  war  breaking  out  between  the  ruffians 
and  fwedes,  they  came  to  the  battle  of  Wilmanftrand, 
wherein  the  former  got  the  victory,  owing  to  the  o-ood 
conduct  of  marffial  Lacy  and  general  Kdtli.  He  af 
terwards  commanded  an  army  of  30,000  men  near 
Peterlburg,  when  the  amazing  revolution  in  the  ruf¬ 
fian  empire  was  brought  about,  which  placed  the 
empre  s  izabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  great,  on  the 
throne  of  Ruflia.  He  alfo  commanded  an  army 
apain  the  fwedes,  in  the  war  which  took  place  foon 
after  the  revolution.  On  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
with  Sweden,  the  emprefs  fent  him  ambaflador  to 
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Stockholm  ;  and  icon  after  Created  him  field  marfhal 
in  the  ruffian  armies.  But  taking  fome  difguft  to  the 
ruffian  fervice,  whole  pay  is  very  fmall,  he  entered 
into  theferviceof  his  pruffian  majefty,  who  received 
him  in  the  mold  gracious  manner)  made  him  governor 
of  Berlin,  and  a  field  marfhal  in  the  pruffian  armies  ; 
enjoying  a  large  revenue,  and  the  moft  gracious 
treatment  from  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  firft  occa7 
fion  for  a  difplay  of  his  abilities,  in  the  fervice  of  his 
new  mailer,  was  the  invafion  of  Saxony  bv  that  mo¬ 
narch  :  and  of  which  I  have  juft  been  endeavouring 
to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  clear  and  diftinft  view. 
His  genius  in  the  art  of  war,  will  appear  more  fully 
in  the  fubfequent  tranfa&ions. 
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CHAP.  X. 

v  « 

Affairs  in  England  and  France .  Recapitulation  of  the 
affairs  of  France .  Rife  and  progrefs  of  french  power . 
Changes  in  the  englijh  miniflry.  Parliament  meets . 
King's  fpeech ,  addreffes .  Board  of  enquiry  on 
Stuart,  Cornwallis ,  Effingham.  French  king flab- 

bed.  Meffage  to  the  houfe  of  commons .  Naval  tranfl 
adlions.  Affairs  in  the  Eaft-lndies .  Court  martial  on 
Admiral  Byng.  Its  reflations  and  fentence.  Eke 
members  of  it  examined  by  the  houfe  of  lords .  Ihe 
admiral  executed .  •  Reflexions. 

4 

i  , 

NO  part  of  hiftory  is  fo  extremely  difficult  to 
write,  as  that  which  prefents  us  with  an  account 
of  the  tranfaftions  performed  in  our  own  time.  It  is 
almoft  impoffible  entirely  to  difpel  the  cloud  of  ob- 
feurity  which  cover  the  motives,  and  fecret  fprings 
that  occafion  many  remarkable  events.  An  hiftorian 
ought  to  be  in  the  cabinet  of  princes,  and  at  the 
head  of  their  armies  ;  yet,  even  with  thefe  advantages, 
the  prejudices  of  religion,  and  partiality  towards  his 
own  country,  will  be  apt  to  taint  the  truth  of  his 
narrations.  In  ffiort,  fo  many  great  and  noble  qua¬ 
lities  are  requifite  to  adorn  the  mind  of  a  complete 
hiftorian,  that  very  few  fince  the  creation  of  the  world 
have  advanced  near  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  hiftoric 
excellence.  But  in  the  latter  ages  of  the  world,  we 
have  never  found  that  any  one,  who  ventured  into 
that  part  of  hiftory  I  juft  mentioned,  ever  gained  a 
great  reputation  ;  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  judging 
clearly  on  the  actions  of  onr  cotemporaries.  The 

reader  muft  pardon  this  fhort  digreffion.  To  re¬ 
turn. 

Hitherto  the  britifh  nation  had  been  engaged  in  an 
ynfticcefsful  war  againft  France.  The  advantages 
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.  Which  the  enemy  had  gained,  were  not  of  very  ^reat 
coniequence  in  themlelves  ;  but  as  they  brought  a 
reputation  on  their  arms  ;  and  yet  more,  as  they  funk 
and  depreffed  the  fpirits  of  their  adverfaries.  The 
enghfh  pined  with  difc-ontent,  on  their  not  being: 
victorious  in  a  juft  and  necefiary  war.  The  only 
confolation  they  received,  was  from  the  eclat  of 
the  king  of  Pruflia’s  fuccefs }  and  the  hopes  of  a 
change  in  the  englifh  miniftry,  and,  confequently,  of 
one  in  the  meafures  of  the  nation.  The  difcontents 
ol  the  people  ran  very  high  throughout  the  kingdom  : 
they  could  not  forget  Minorca  :  one  may  perceive 
how  imbittered  their  minds  were,  by  reading  the  ad^ 
drefles  which  were  prefented  to  the  king  on  that  oo 

cafion,  from  moft  of  the  boroughs  and  corporations 
in  England. 

Lad  fuccefs,  in  the  beginning  of  a  war,  under  fuch 
a  government  as  fubfifts  in  England,  is  the  necefiary 
coniequence  of  a  war.  France,  from  the  nature  of 
her  government,  conftantly  keeps  up  a  great  force 
both  by  land  and  fea  •,  fo  that,  no  fooner  has  llie  re- 
folved  on  a  war  with  any  of  her  neighbours,  than 
her  foices  are  ready  to  march  againft  her  enemies.  In 
England  the  cafe  is  quite  different :  let  a  war  be  ever 
lo  necefiary,  a  king  of  England  can  take  no  fteps  to 
profecute  it,  before  its  neceftity  and  confequences  are 
debated  in  parliament ;  and,  even  when  they  are  ap¬ 
proved  of,  the  forces  to  carry  on  fuch  a  war  are  all 
to  be  raifed,  (a  very  few  excepted)  and  difeiplinedj 
it  is  always  fome  time  before  fuch  troops  as  thole 
can  be  bi  ought  to  a  clear  knowledge  of  their  manual 
exercile  ;  without  which,  every  one  knows,  they  can 
be  of  but  little  ufe  ;  and  when  they  have  acquired  a 
competent  dexterity  in  that  part  ot  the  art  of  war, 
they  are  not  then,  by  any  means,  on  an  equality  with 
veteran  troops. 

From  thefe  reafons  it  is  very  evident,  that  France 
muft,  almoft  in  the  nature  of  things,  have  a  great 

advantage 


advantage  over  England,  in  the  beginning  of  every 
war :  not  only  reafon,  but  the  remembrance  of  paft 
events  will  teach  us  this  piece  of  political  knowledge. 
But  it  is  neceffary  for  the  clearer  underftanding  of 
this  work  to  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  France  at 
this  period. 

The  reader  muft  not  here  expeft  to  find  this  potent 
kingdom  conlidered  in  the  fame  light,  as  it  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  her  late  monarch  Lewis  XIV,  who 
approached  almoft  as  near  to  univerfal  monarchy,  as 
the  emperor  Charles  V  did  in  Germany  and  Spain. 
It  was  a  general  concatination  of  events  that  rendered 
France  fo  extremely  formidable. 

That  monarch  fucceeded  Lewis  XIII  in  the  throne, 
in  1643,  at  a  time  when  France  was  neither  in  a  very 
flourifhing  nor  a  very  feeble  ftate.  Ann  of  Auftria 
obtained  the  foie  regency  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  made 
cardinal  Mazarine,  her  chief  minifter,  mailer  of 
France  and  of  herfelf.  He  had  obtained  that  power 
over  her,  which  an  artful  man  will  acquire  over 
a  woman,  bora  without  ftrength  fufficient  to  go¬ 
vern,  yet,  with  conftancy  enough  to  perfift  in  her 
choice  *. 

This  minifter,  who  governed  France  with  variety 
of  fuccefs,  for  1 8  years,  was  formerly  a  mere  adven¬ 
turer,  without  any  great  pretences  to  family,  credit 
or  fortune  ;  by  birth  a  gentleman  of  Rome  :  his  firffc 
patron  was  cardinal  Sachetti ;  then  he  became  a  cap¬ 
tain  of  horfe  ;  but  being  taken  notice  of  by  cardinal 
Antonio  Barberrini,  he  laid  afide  the  military,  and 
aflumed  the  ecclefialtical  habit.  He  was  agent  for 
the  french,  at  the  peace  of  Cafal,  and  behaving  with 
courage  and  dexterity,  recommended  himfelf  to  car¬ 
dinal  Richelieu,  who  took  him  entirely  into  his  con¬ 
fidence,  and  procured  him  a  hat  from  Rome.  He 


•  Vide  Voltaire’s  Works. 
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had  a  fine  perfon,  an  eafy  and  insinuating  addrefs,  was 
poifefled  ot  ail  genteel  accomplishments,  had  an  air 
ot  courtefy,  and  kindnefs,  fpoke  fenfibly  of  affairs  of 
importance,  agreeably  and  pleafantly  on  all  other  to- 
picks.  In  Short,  he  was  an  able  ftatefman,  and  a 
finished  courtier  ;  but  as  for  religion,  virtue,  honour, 
probity  or  regard  for  the  people,  they  were  (to  Speak'  ] 
without  envy  or  prejudice)  things  out  of  his  way  ;  he 
did  not  either  pretend  to  them  himfelf,  nor  was  he 

luipeded  ot  having  any  acquaintance  with  them  by 
others. 

On  his  death  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  fell  into 
the  hands  of  T.  ellier,  (Tolbert,  and  de  Lionne,  who 
had  addrefs  enough,  by  flattering  their  maker,  to  keep 
their  ports  for  a  considerable  time.  Colbert  was  comp¬ 
troller  general  of  the  finances  ;  a  man  of  great  parts, 
and  moil  cxtenfive  genius  :  the  war  which  preceded 
the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  concluded  in  1668, 
was  carried  fuccefsfully  through  the  abilities  and  ad¬ 
vice  of  this  minister ;  who  always  kept  the  revenues 
of  France  in  molt  excellent  order  :  by  that  treaty 
France  gained  Several  important  towns  in  Flanders. 

But  the  greatnefs  of  Colbert’s  genius  is  beft  feen  in 
the  great  encouragement  he  gave  to  trade  and  manu- 
fadurcs  ;  it  was  through  his  management,  that  France 
became  a  maritime  power.  It  was  really  aStoniShing 
to  behold  the  fea-ports,  which  before  were  deferted 
and  in  ruins,  now  iurrounded  by  works  which  were 
at  once  both  their  ornament  and  their  defence  ;  cover¬ 
ed  alio  with  Ships  and  mariners,  and  containing  al¬ 
ready  near  fixty  large  men  of  war.  New  colonies  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  french  flag,  were  Sent  from 
all  parts  into  America,  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  the  coafts 
of  Africa.  Thefe  were  the  great  effects  of  that  able 
minister’s  adminiftration,  more  for  the  advantage 
and  glory  of  France  than  all  the  founding  conquefts 
of  Lewis  XIV. 
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But  the  affairs  of  that  nation  took  a  very  fatal  change; 
in  the  war  that  monarch  went  into  to  fupport  his 
grandfon  on  the  throne  of  Spain.  His  able  minifters, 
who  had  formerly  conduced  his  affairs  with  fo  much 
glory,  were  now  all  dead,  and  in  their  room  none 
were  placed  but  youths  of  no  experience  :  Conde, 
Luxemburg,  and  Turenne,  no  longer  commanded 
the  armies  of  France ;  military  difcipline,  the  very 
foul  of  armies,  was  utterly  neglefted  *,  the  marine 
was  ruined,  and  all  trade  was  at  a  (land.  The  peace 
of  Utrecht  faved  the  nation  from  entire  deflrudlion. 

During  the  regency  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  France 
recovered  herfelf  confiderably  ;  that  prince’s  admini- 
ftration  was  certainly  the  beft  calculated  for  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  kingdom,  of  any  he  could  poffibly  purfue  ; 
and  his  plan  for  foreign  affairs  was  the  beft  laid,  and 
beft  conduced,  that  the  french  had  ever  feen.  He 
found  the  kingdom  burdened  with  an  immenfe  na¬ 
tional  debt,  by  fome  calculated  to  be  near  three 
hundred  millions  fterling  :  every  one  knows  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  famous  Miffifippi  fcheme,  by 
which  the  nation  annihilated  fo  many  millions.  As 
deftrudlive  as  fuch  a  fcheme  might  be  to  individuals, 
yet  the  nation  in  general  gained  confiderably  by  it ; 
and  from  that  period,  we  find  France  continually  re¬ 
gaining  her  credit,  commerce,  and  power.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war  of  1741,  jfhe  was  again  much 
too  powerful  for  the  repofe  of  Europe  ;  by  fea  indeed, 
that  power  was  not  fo  formidable  as  it  was  by  land  ; 
fince  it  is  very  certain,  at  the  beginning  of  it,  the 
whole  naval  power  of  France  did  not  conlift  of  quite 
forty  fhips  of  war  of  all  fizes,  which,  though  it  be 
very  fhort  of  what  it  was  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  yet  is  much  fuperior  to  any  force  the 
french  had  of  that  nature,  before  the  reign  of  Lewis 
XIV.  .  And  the  commerce  of  France,  though  it  was 
much  inferior  to  what  it  had  been,  was  yet  certainly 
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very  confiderable  ;  for  France  loft  by  that  war,  in  its 
trade,  two  hundred  millions  of  their  money,  which 
makes  above  nine  millions  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  ours  :  by  which  we  may  perceive,  that 
their  trade  was  arrived  at  a  furprifing  height ;  but 

then  we  alfo  find  that  it  was  reduced  by  that  war  to 
nothing. 

.  After  thc  conclufion  of  the  peace,  the  french  mi- 
niftry  continued  to  load  the  kingdom  with  exorbitant 
taxes,  to  pay  thole  debts  they  had  contracted  during 
the  war  *,  but  the  miferable  condition  of  the  nation 
at  that  time,  was  fuch,  that  they  could  not  afford  fo 
large  a  part  ot  their  property,  as  was  neceffary  to 
difcharge  them  ;  fo  that  France  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  ot  the  late  war  was  burdened  with  very  near 
the  fame  debts,  as  the  was  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
preceding  one. 

With  England  the  cafe  was  different.  This  nation 
indeed,  was  burthened  with  a  very  heavy  national 
debt ;  but  then  fhe  enjoyed  a  more  extenfive  and 
flou  riffling  commerce  than  France,  and  her  naval 
power  infinitely  exceeded  that  of  her  enemy.  Yet 
thefe  advantages  we  find  were  ballanced  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war,  by  the  advantages  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  France  has  over  a  limited  One  in  military 
proceedings,  d  his  was  the  caie  in  the  war  of  which 
I  am  fpeaking;  hitherto,  very  indifferent  fuccefs  had 
crowned  the  attempts  of  the  britifh  nation ;  Europe, 
Afia,  and  America,  were  equally  the  unfuccefsful  the¬ 
atres  of  our  military  affairs. 

This  bad  fucceis,  although  it  depended  in  part  on 
the  natural  confequences  of  the  war,  yet  the  miniftry 
then  at  the  helm  of  affairs  in  this  kingdom,  certainly 
did  not  fhew  thofe  abilities,  and  refolution,  that  were 
neceffary  to  carry  on  fo  great  an  undertaking  as  a  war 
with  b ranee.  In  England  a  minifter  always  makes  a 
very  bad  figure  at  the  eve  of  a  war.  It  is  the  nature 
of  our  conftitution,  to  have  an  oppofition  to  every 
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xninifter’s  meafures,  carried  on  in  parliament :  this 
ran  extremely  high  at  the  beginning  of  this  war ; 
ever  fince  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  reflected  fo 
much  difgrace  on  the  britifh  nation,  the  kingdom  in 
general  wifhed  ardently  for  a  change,  both  of  mini- 
fters  and  meafures* 

The  effetts  of  this  general  difcontent  were  foon 
perceived ;  for  we  find,  that  in  the  beginning  of  no- 
vember,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  alterations  in  the  miniftry ;  the  duke  of  Devon- 
Afire  was  made  firft  lord  commiffioner  of  the  treafury, 
in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  was  cre¬ 
ated  a  duke  of  Great  Britain  by  the  title  of  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle  under  Lyne,  in  the  county  of  Stafford. 
The  other  commiffioners  were,  the  right  hon.  Henry 
Legge,  Robert  Nugent,  efq.  the  lord  vifcount  Dun- 
cannon,  and  the  hon.  James  Grenville.  The  right 
hon.  Henry  Legge,  was  alfo  appointed  chancellor  and 
under  treasurer  of  the  Exchequer.  The  right  hon. 
the  earl  of  Ilchefter,  and  James  Creffert,  efq.  were 
made  comptrollers  of  the  accounts  of  his  majefty’s 
army.  The  new  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty 
were  Richard  earl  of  Temple,  the  hon.  Edward  Bof- 
cawen,  Temple  Weft,  and  John  Pitt,  efqrs.  George 
Hay,  L.  I  D.  Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  and  Gilbert 
Elliot,  efqrs.  The  right  hon.  George  Grenville,  was 
made  treasurer  of  his  majefty’s  navy.  Earl  Temple, 
lord  Mansfield,  John  vifcount  Bateman  (treafurer  of 
his  majefty’s  houfhold)  and  Richard  Edgecombe, 
efq.  (comptroller  of  his  majefty’s  houfhold)  were 
fworn  of  the  privy  council.  John  lord  Berkeley 
was  made  captain  of  his  majefty’s  band  of  penfioners. 
The  right  hon.  Wills  Hill,  earl  of  Hilfborough,  in 
Ireland,  was  created  a  baron  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Harwich.  Sir  George  Lyttleton  was 
created  Baron  Lyttleton.  The  4th  of  december  fol¬ 
lowing,  his  majefty  appointed  the  right  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  to  be  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 
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Henry  Fox,  who’refmned  I02^.  of.the  right  hot!. 

the  party  who  were  now  pulhed  out  ofTlf’ 
finding  the  current  run  fo  ftrono-  aaainF  J  m,lniftl7’ 
K  Prurient  to  refign,  with  hones  £  |  ’  ?ouSht 

an  opportunity  to  reo-,in  l  •  p  s  that  he  might  have 

|C|',  "'“re  firmly  in  his  lift  a"d  dhbl'«>  him* 
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T hat  of  the  antioaT  .  0 ^an  theroya. 1  fquadrons. 
was  fitted  out  by  the  focietv  of  1?rparticul3r  i  ic 
formerly  the  Flarnborough ^aVo"  warmth' '  “  ^ 

•eer  ,  Ihe  mtnTed  S  iZ  ‘7  “riSf  c“  F™- 

flT  ,C?mmi*nndCd  br  caP'»>n  Will  am’toS  "S 1 

t  of  feptl£%bS 

mounting  il  hrria™  ^'P  ^n”  'he 

tack,  and  was»vS“  tarS  f0“A= 
iio'tons  ftom'p’  '7  an,i«f  ran  “ok  a  know,  rf 
goods,  pitcfrand°SS’  ““  ^  ^ 

ciZ°  y  LvZ:rlr*(  ^  ^  ™ 

means  of  a  aL  ““  °f  War>  elcaped  by 

and  (h.7r’ieXt  7^lifedr  off  the  coaft  of  Galicia  in  Spain  • 
covered  a  faij2  ,7!  °*  December  in  the  morning,  dif- 
at  1 7‘  1  •  7  gaVC  cliace  under  fpanilh  colours  • 

m7rna  dH°  th’—’  S  kiUed- three  ^en/buThafno 

where  he  engaged  till  three,  when  Ihe  fin  d- 8  7 

proved  to  be  the  duke  de  Penthievre  Fa  ft  T  i  She 

bound  haft  from  Madao-afnr  a  -aft-India  man, 

m  wiaaagalcar,  and  commanded  by 
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captain  Villeneuf,  was  upwards  of  1000  tons  bur¬ 
then,  mounting  50  guns;  the  french  captain  and  12 
*  men  were  killed,  the  fecond  captain  fhot  through  the 
fhoulder,  and  27  more  were  wounded.  Capt.  Fofter 
loft  12  men  and  26  wounded.  The  captain  proceeded 
for  Cadiz,  where  he  met  with  very  diiagreeable 
treatment,  for  the  fpaniards  in  the  french  intereft, 
together  with  the  french  confuls  infilled  that  the 
duke  de  Penthievre  was  taken  within  gun-fhot  of  the 
coaft  of  Spain ;  the  truth  of  this  did  not  appear  al¬ 
together  fo  clear ;  but  if  it  was  fo,  the  behaviour  of 
the  fpaniards  in  the  affair  was  unprecedented,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations  :  a  rupture  with  Spain 
at  that  time,  would  have  been  of  very  bad  confe- 
quence  *,  fo  the  reftitution  of  the  prize  was  agreed 
to  by  the  englifh  miniftry. 

Such  was  the  iffue  of  an  affair  which  made  much 
noile,  and  occafioned  very  juft  obfervations  on  the 
partiality  of  the  fpaniards  to  our  enemies  the  french  ; 
which  fome  were  pleafed  to  attribute  to  the  difhonour 
which  the  nation  fuftained  in  the  lols  of  Minorca ; 
and  that  certainly  with  lome  reafon  ;  for  the  fpaniards 
were  the  firft  nation  who  expofed  their  furprife  at  fo 
ftrange  an  affair  as  the  conqueft  of  Minorca  :  It  ap¬ 
peared  very  ftrange  in  their  eyes,  that  the  moft  pow¬ 
erful  maritime  nation  in  the  world,  fhould  fuffer  fo 
ignominious  a  lofs.  Even  at  this  day,  it  is  not 
clearly  proved,  whether  the  indiaman  was  a  lawful 
prize  or  not ;  but  thus  far  we  may  affirm  with  certain¬ 
ty,  that  the  irregularity  with  which  the  fpaniards 
conduced,  or  rather  obfcured  the  tranfadlions  in  this 
affair,  was  illegal,  and  fully  proved  how  partially  they 
adted  towards  the  french. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  give  the  reader  fome  account 
of  the  proceedings  in  parliament,  for  we  muft  look 
into  them  to  perceive  the  important  fprings  that  move 
the  great  machine  of  the  britifh  power.  That  am 
guft  affembly  met  on  the  2d  of  december,  when  his 
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majefty  came  with  the  ufual  ftate,  and  made  a  moft 
gracious  fpeech  to  both  houles  ;  and  received  as  du  ¬ 
tiful  and  affectionate  addreffes. 

His  majefty  mentioned  his  having  fent  the  hftno- 
verian  troops  home,  and  in  the  lords  addrefs  he  was 
thanked  ror  bringing  them  over ;  but  it  occafioned  a 
warm  debate  in  the  houfe ;  however,  as  his  majefty 
had  fent  for  them  at  the  requeft  of  his  parliament, 
t he  thanks  were  at  laft  agreed  to  by  the  majority  of 
the  houfe.  But  in  the  addrefs  of  the  commons,  no 
iuch  paragraph  of  thanks  appeared. 

In  puiluance  of  what  was  mentioned  concernino' 
them,  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech,  we  find  that  the  ha” 
noverians  were  fent  home ;  and  in  that  manner  ended 
part  of  a  meafure  which  reflected  fo  much  difhonour 
on  the  nation ;  and  will  always  be  remembered  in 
the  annals  of  Britain  with  regret.  But  it  was  not 
yet  thought  feafonable  to  part  with  the  heffians.  They 
were  ordered  into  winter  quarters. 

Indeed  there  was  nothing  in  England  at  this  time 
but  wore  a  gloomy  appearance.  It  is  a  very  great 
pi  efumption,  that  the  affairs  of  a  nation  does  not  go 
well,  when  there  are  many  court  martials  and  boards 
of  enquiry ;  this  was  the  cale  in  the  beginning  of 
this  war  in  England.  His  majefty  by  a  warrant  dated 
november  the  22d,  directed  fir  John  Ligonier,  ge¬ 
neral  Hufke,  and  general  Cholmondeley  to  enquire 
into  the  conduCt  of  major  general  Stuart,  and  the 
colonels  Cornwallis,  and  the  earl  of  Effingham.  The 
chaige  again  ft  them,  was  their  not  joining  their  re- 
fpeCtive  commands  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca.  The 
board  met  december  the  8  th,  and  were  alfo  to  en¬ 
quire,  whether  they  had  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavour 
to  throw  themfelves  into  fort  St.  Philip’s  ;  and  why. 
being  only  paffengers,  they  affifted  at  the  fea  council 
of  war,  which  advifed  Mr.  Byng  to  return  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Gibraltar. 
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The  three  officers  made  much  the  fame  defence  ; 
they  proved  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  be  at 
Minorca  before  Mr.  Byng’s  fleet,  and  that  they  could 
not  throw  themfelves  into  that  ifland  ;  that  as  to  their 
affifting  at  the  council  of  war,  they  fuppofed  them¬ 
felves  under  the  command  of  the  admiral ;  and  affift- 
ed,  as  they  thought  they  were  bound  to  co-operate 
with  the  fea  officers,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
for  the  advancement  of  his  majefty’s  fervice.  Gene¬ 
ral  Cornwallis  added  verbally,  “  May  I  be  permitted 
“  to  fay,  that  I  have  been  now  upwards  of  26 
“  years  in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  employed  in 
“  more  fervice,  and  greater  variety,  perhaps,  than 
“  any  officer  of  my  years  and  ftanding  in  the  army ; 
“  that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune,  during  the 
“  courfe  of  my  fervice,  never  to  have  had  a  repri- 
“  mand,  or  even  a  rebuke,  from  any  fuperior  officer ; 

and,  that  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lerve  under 
“  the  feveral  general  officers  appointed  for  this  en¬ 
quiry  ;  I  flatter  myfelf  they  will  bear  teftimony  of 
my  zeal  for,  and  forwardnefs  in,  the  king’s  fervice 
‘‘  upon  all  occafions.”  On  the  whole,  the  board 
humbly  fubmitted  it  to  his  majefty,  as  their  unani¬ 
mous  opinion,  that  the  conduit  of  the  faid  major 
general  and  colonels  was  clear  from  any  fufpicion  of 
dilobedience  of  orders,  or  negleft  of  duty. 

In  France,  the  winter  was  fpent  in  the  ufual  pre¬ 
parations  for  war  ;  but  every  thing  was  fuddenly 
flopped  on  the  6th  of  january,  by  one  of  the  moft 
defperate  attempts  recorded  in  hiftory.  As  the  kino- 
was  going  from  Trianon  to  Verfailles,  to  vifit  ma- 
am  de  Vibtoire ;  about  fix  in  the  evening,  as  his 
majefty  was  juft  ftepping  into  his  coach,  to  return  to 
1  rianon,  a  man,  who  had  concealed  himfelf  between 
the  hind  wheels,  rulhed  forward,  with  his  hat  on, 
made  his  way  to  the  king’s  perfon  through  the  guards 
(one  of  whom  he  lhoved  againft  the  dauphin)  and 
*  ruck  his  majefty  on  the  right  fide,  of  which  how- 
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ever,  he  only  complained,  by  faying,  cc  That  mail 
has  given  me  a  violent  blow,  he  muft  be  either 
mad  or  drunk.55  But  having  perceived  that  his 
hand  which  he  clapped  to  his  fide,  was  bloody,  he 
laid,  “  I  am  wounded;  ieize  that  fellow  but  don’t 
“  kill  1  km.  His  majefty  was  immediately  carried  to 
his  apartment.  The  wound,  (which  from  the  firit 
was  not  thought  dangerous)  was  given  with  a  fharp 
pointed  knife,  which  glanced  upwards  between  the 
fourth  and  fifth  rib,  but  was  not  of  any  conficlerable 
depth  •,  and  at  the  firft  dreffing,  it  was  even  judged 
that  the  cure  would  be  ipeedy.  That  night  the  king 
flept  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  every  day  recovered 
more  and  more.  The  day  after  the  king  received  the 
wound,  the  dauphin  was  charged  with  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  kingdom,  and  prefided  in  the  council 
of  ftate  during  the  king’s  iilnefs.  The  next  day,  all 
the  prefidents  and  counfellors  of  the  parliament, 
affembled,  and  deliberated  on  the  event ;  and  in  the 
evening  they  carried  to  Verfailles  the  deliberation. 

The  wretch,  Robert  Francis  Damien  (for  that  was 
his  name)  was  born  in  1714,  at  Arras;  in  1738  he 
married,  and  had  a  daughter  by  that  marriage.  His 
brother  was  immediately  taken  into  cuftody.  His 
father  was  ftill  living,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 
The  prccefs  againft  him  was  begun  at  Verfailles,  and 
the  conclufion  of  it  was,  that  his  father,  wife  and 
daughter,  fnould  quit  the  kingdom  for  ever;  but  as 

for  himfelf, - humanity  won't  permit  me  to  recite 

the  barbarous  fhockintr  cruelties  which  were  made  ufe 
of  at  his  execution,  to  torture  a  poor  wretch,  who 
plainly  appeared,  by  his  trial,  to  be  mad. 

The  preparations  which  were  making  by  France, 
convinced  the  britifh  miniftry,  that  the  war  England 
was  engaged  in,  would  prove  a  continental  one. 
The  french  were  drawing  their  troops  together  from 
all  parts,  into  two  camps  on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders, 
which  leemecl,  by  their  fituation,  to  contain  armies  de- 
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railed  to  aft  in  Germany.  Indeed  it  was  believed 
m  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  that  France  would,  early 
no  the  lpnng,  march  an  army  into  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  to  involve  an  innocent  people  into  the  hor- 
jors  of  a  bloody  war,  becaufe  their  fovereign  was 
'ing  o  England.  In  fail,  this  ddign  of  the  french 
was  fo  much  regarded  in  England  as  to  occafion  the 
following  meflage  being  fent  by  his  majefty,  by  Mr. 
fecretary  Pitt,  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  17th  of 
iebruary,  1757,  viz. 

/ 

“  George  R. 

It  is  always  with  reluctance  that  his  majefty  afks 
^extraordinary  lupphes  of  his  people;  but  as  the 
..i^ed  councils  and  formidable  preparations  of  France, 
and  her  allies,  threaten,  with  the  moft  alarm  in-  con- 
Equences,  Europe  in  general;  and  as  thefe  moftun- 
juft  and  vindictive  defigns  are  particularly  and  imme- 

fnd  Ctb  renVfainft  h!S  maJefty’s  elcdoral  dominions, 

01  ^lS  good  ally  the  king  of  Pruftia  •  his 
majeny  confides  in  the  experienced  zeal  and  affeftion 

nffift  him  h  !•  COmm°ns’  that  the7  will  chearfully 
“if/ L  him,  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 

oofervation,  for  the  juft  and  necdfarf  defence  and 

prefervation  thereof;  and  enable  his  majefty  to  fulfil 

fecurkv  of  7™  ^  kmg  of  Pruffia>  for  the 

Ecurny  0l  the  empire,  againft  the  irruption  of  fo- 

caiEe. a!mieS’  and  l0r  the  luPPort  of  the  common 

G.  R.” 

mcf[age  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 

dajefty’ao'o  o°n  ^  refolved  to  grant  his 

in  k  Let  f  f  f°r  the  PUrP°lcs  ^rein  mentioned 

of  this  m eJ  i0’  a  .moment  enquire  into  the  utility 

preretdeTtf  ”  we  11,311  for  all  what  feme 
frarv  an!  ,re  P>“«  »  tell  t,s  to  the  con- 

' 5  >-  as  aneceftary  one  ;  we  might  be  very 

N  ^  fure. 
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fare,  when  firft  the  britifh  miniftry  feized  the  fbips  of 
France,  that  that  nation  would  revenge  itfelf  by  at¬ 
tacking  Hanover,  and  it  certainly  was  confonant  with 
laws,  human  and  divine,  to  refolve  to  defend  it,  con- 
fidering  the  unhappy  hanoverians  were  forced  into  a 
deftrudtive  war,  on  our  account,  without  having  more 
to  do  with  the  troubles  then  in  Europe  than  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Lapland  ;  and,  as  the  meafure  was  juft 
and  neceffary,  it  was  alfo  necelTary  to  form  an  army 
of  obfervation,  for  that  purpofe.  His  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  appointed  by  his  ma- 
jefty  for  that  command  •,  he  embarked  at  Harwich 
the  oth  of  april,  in  his  way  to  Hanover,  where  he 
arrived  lafe  :  and  where  I  fhall  leave  him  till  I  come 
to  give  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under 
his  command. 

The  naval  affairs  of  England  at  this  period,  were 
not  of  great  eclat.  The  french  were  extremely  bufy 
in  fitting  out  two  great  fleets  at  Ereft,  and  port  l’Ori- 
ent ;  the  englilh  miniftry  had  taken  care  to  have  a 
fuperior  one  lying  off  Breft  harbour,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  who,  in  that  Ration,  fuc- 
ceeded  Mr.  Bofcawen,  and  had  difpatched  admiral 
Weft  with  1 1  fail  of  the  line  on  a  cruife  to  the  weft- 
ward  :  But  all  thefe  precautions  did  not  hinder  a  french 
fquadron  getting  out  of  Breft,  and  the  other  Ukewife 
from  port  l’Orient.  The  one  convoyed  troops  for 
the  weft,  and  the  other  fet  fail  for  the  Eaft- Indies. 
The  former  was  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Beau- 
fremont,  and  confifted  of  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,  and 
five  frigates,  carrying  between  5  and  6000  men  on 
board."  Another  french  fquadron,  under  the  com- 
manli  of  M.  de  Reveft,  a  french  admiral,  alfo  failed 
fi-om  Toulon  for  America  •,  admiral  Saunders  was  then 
at  Gibraltar,  with  an  englifh  one,  and  was  informed 
that  the  french  appeared  off  Malaga,  upon  which  he 
wenr,  with  five  fhips,  in  purfuit  of  them;  the  5th  of 

april  he  law  the  french,  and,  being  to  leeward,  formed  a 

line. 
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line,  as  did  the  enemy,  and  forne  of  the  Ihips  began 
to  engage  at  a  diftance  ;  but  before  the  reft  got  up, 
they  loft  fight  of  the  french,  and  could  meet  with 
them  no  more  :  what  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  was, 
Mr.  Saunders’s  not  being  able  to  prevent  Reveft  pair¬ 
ing  the  Streights,  which  he  did,  in  his  way  to  America. 
The  englifh  Weft-India  fleet,  under  admiral  Town- 
fhend,  at  this  time,  confifted  of  four  Ihips  of  the  line 
and  three  frigates  :  it  was  very  furprifing  that  the 
britifh  miniftry  had  not  fent  a  greater  force  to  that 
ftation,  efpcially  as  there  were  fo  many  french  fqua- 
drons  ready  to  fail. 

In  the  Eaft-Indies  a  much  brighter  fuccefs  at¬ 
tended  the  britifh  arms.  Mr.  Watfon,  the  englifh 
admiral,  who  commanded  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  failed 
from  Madrafs,  on  the  16th  of  oftober,  with  three 
fail  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates,  for  Bengal,  and 
after  a  tedious  voyage  arrived,  december  the  5th, 
at  the  port  of  Balafore,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
where  ftrengthening  his  force  with  what  recruits  he 
could  draw  together,  he  entered  the  Ganges,  and 
after  a  Ihort  renftence,  on  the  30th  of  january, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Bufbudgia,  having  landed 
colonel  Clive  to  attack  it  by  land  :  the  conqueft 
of  this  fort  opened  a  pafiage  to  Calcutta,  the  late 
principal  fettlement  of  the  company  in  Bengal,  and 
the  fcene  of  the  deplorable  fufferings  of  fo  many  of 
our  unfortunate  countrymen.  The  troops  and  failors, 
at  the  very  fight  of  the  place,  were  animated  with  re¬ 
venge,  and  attacked  it  with  fo  much  bravery,  that 
they  became  mailers  of  it  the  very  day  it  was  ap¬ 
proached,  and  found  in  it  four  mortars,  91  guns  of 
different  fizes,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  all  kinds 
of  ammunition.  In  a  few  days  afterwards,  they  burnt 
and  deftroyed  the  city  of  Hughley,  together  with  the 
granaries  and  ftore-houfes  of  fait,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  each  fide  the  river,  which  was  of  great  pre-. 
judice  to  the  nabob's  army. 
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The  nabob,  in  the  mean  time,  finding  how  victorious 
t_ne  englilh  arms  were,  when  oppofed  only  by  gam- 
o  lnciums,  maic ned  down,  on  the  2d  of  february, 

P5/’  w,un  llIS  whole  army>  confiding  of  10,006 
hor  e  and  12,000  foot,  with  a  defign  to  drive  the 

engi,  i,  from  their  late  conquefts.  Col.  Clive  imme¬ 
diately  demanded  of  the  admiral  a  detachment  of 

ai  ors\  t0  come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  land  forces* 
accordingly  the  admiral  detached  capt.  Warwick  with' 
a  party.  On  receiving  this  reinforcemet,  the  colonel 
determined  to  attack  the  nabob  in  his  camp,  although 
he  was  io  much  fuperior  to  him  in  numbers.  On 
the  5th,  he  put  this  bold  defign  in  execution  •  the 
victory  was  complete,  the  nabob  being  obliged  to 
quit  the  field  of  battle,  fince  none  of  his  troops 

could  hand  againft  the  defperate  bravery  of  their 
enemies.  ...  j 


The  confequence  of  this  battle  was,  that  the  nabob 
macie  piopolalsof  peace  tocol.  Clive,  which  wereameeci 
to.  By  this  treaty  the  englifh  Eaft-India  company 
weic  re-eftablifhed  in  the  pofieflion  of  ail  its  fettle- 
ments  and  privileges,  an  immunity  from  all  taxes 
was  granted,  and  a  reftitution  promifed  of  all  that 
the  company  had  Offered  at  the  taking  of  Calcutta. 

1  he  war  with  the  indians  being  thus  for  a  while 
cone  lucled,  the  admiral  thought  he  could  not  better 
empioy  his  forces  than  by  attacking  the  fettlement  of 
the  tiench  at  Chandernagore,  fituated  feveral  miles 
higher  up  the  river  than  Calcutta,  being  a  place  of 
Cvmfiucraole  flrength  and  importance,  and  one  of  the 
greatefl  which  the  french  had  in  that  part  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  Col.  Clive,  for  this  expedition,  put  himfelf 
at  the  bead  of  700  europeans,  and  1700  blacks,  and 
the  admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock  commanded  the 
fleet,  which  was  to  fecond  the  operations  of  the  land 
forces.  To  prevent  an  attack  from  fhipping,  the 
lie. mil  funk  feveral  large  velds  in  the  river  j  but 
this  intended  piccaution  was  o  1  no  lervice,  for  IVIr. 

Watfon 
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Watfon  having  diligently  founded  the  river,  found  a 
fafe  pafiage,  without  weighing  up  any  of  the  fhips ;  fo 
that  on  the  24th  he  failed  up,  and  fired  fo  brifkly  on 
the  place,  the  fame  being  done  from  col.  Clive’s  bat¬ 
teries  on  the  fhore,  that  it  capitulated  in  three  hours. 
They  had  in  the  fort  1200  men,  500  of  which  were 
europeans,  and  700  blacks;  183  pieces  of  cannon, 
from  24  pounders  and  downwards ;  three  fmall  mor¬ 
tars,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ammunition. 

This  great  fuccefs  paved  the  way  for  more  confider¬ 
able  operations.  The  englifn  had  found  that  the  na¬ 
bob,  although  he  had  figneda  peace  with  them,  was 
not  to  be  trufted ;  and  would  break  it  on  the  firft  good 
opportunity.  Mr.  Watfon  and  col  Clive  having  re- 
eftablifhed  the  Eaft-India  company  in  their  polTdfions, 
and  things  being  quiet,  confulted  the  mod  confider¬ 
able  of  their  body  which  were  the  wifeft  meafures  to 
be  put  in  execution  againft  the  nabob,  fo  as  to  enlure 
themfelves  in  fafcty.  That  prince  had  fhewn  his  bad 
intentions,  by  not  executing  the  late  treaty,  on  fri¬ 
volous  pretences.  It  was  refolved,  that  the  mod  ex¬ 
pedient  manner  of  bringing  him  to  reafon,  was  by 
force  of  arms  ;  accordingly  they  prepared  to  attack 
him,  a  fcheme  full  of  the  molt  dangerous  difficul¬ 
ties  ;  but  thefe  were  in  great  part  removed,  by  a 
moft  fortunate  incident,  which  they  had  not  the  leaf!: 

reafon  to  expect,  when  they  took  the  refolution  to  at¬ 
tack  him. 

1  he  nabob,  as  I  have  more  fully  laid  before,  was 
one  of  the  moft  horrid  tyrants  that  ever  airlifted  any 
nation  ;  his  fubjefts,  as  well  as  his  enemies,  had  ex¬ 
perienced  the  violence  and  perfidy  of  his  temper  ;  they 
were  all  difeontented  with  his  government,  particu- 
jar  y  che  molt  confiderable  officers  in  his  army,  who 
had  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn,  a  man  of  great  power 
And  intereft.  No  foonet  were  their  defigns  ripe  for 
execution,  than  they  communicated  them  to  theeng- 
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ilti  government  in  Calcutta,  defiring  their  affifiL 
nnce.  Nothing  could  better  agree  with  their  de- 
ngns;  they  were  too  weak  to  encounter  alone,  al¬ 
though  the  fpirit  of  their  leaders  had  overlooked  the. 
numbers  of  their  enemies  ;  but  being  aided  by  this 
conlpii acy,  they  did  not  doubt  of  punifhing  the  na¬ 
bob,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  his  perfidy  deferved.  They 
did  not  hefitate  a  moment,  but  entered  into  a  treaty 
w7ith  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn,  and  the  reft  of  the  confpira- 
tors ;  and  in  confequence  of  that  aCtion,  the  englifli 
ti  oops  marched  under  colonel  Chve.  That  none  of  the 
landmen  might  be  kept  at  home,  the  admiral  garri- 
joned  Chandernagore  w7ith  his  failors,  and  moreover 
detached  50  of  them  to  join  the  army,  to  ferve  as 
gunners.  All  thefe  fteps  being  taken,  in  order  to 
enfure  luccefs  in  their  attempt,  they  advanced  up 
tne  river,  with  defign  to  bring  the  nabob’s  army  to  a 
battle  ;  they  erreCted  this  in  a  few  days,  and  the  victory 
Was  decided  in  favour  of  the  englifii,  being  fought 
on  the  the  22d  of  june.  A  confiderable  part  of  the 
nabob’s  army,  under  the  command  of  Jaffier,  re¬ 
mained  inactive  during  the  engagement ;  and  the  na¬ 
bob  finding  himfelf  deferted  by  his  own  officers,  fled 
with  the  few  that  remained  faithful  to  him,  leaving 
the  field  of  battle  to  his  enemies.  The  battle  was 
no  fooner  over,  than  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  openly  declared 
himfelf,  and  entered  Muxadavat,  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom,  with  an  army  of  his  friends,  and  victori¬ 
ous  allies.  By  the  affiftance  of  col.  Clive,  he  placed 
himfelf  in  the  ancient  feat  of  the  nabob’s,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  homage  of  all  ranks  of  people,  as  fuba 
of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orixa  :  he  foon  after  put  to 
death  the  depofed  nabob. 

By  the  alliance  which  colonel  Clive  concluded 
with  Jaffier,  and  by  the  reduction  of  Chanderna¬ 
gore,  the  french  were  entirely  driven  out  of  Bengal 
and  all  its  dependencies,  this  being  one  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  treaty.  By  the  reft  a  perpetual  alli¬ 
ance. 
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ance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  was  made  between  the 
parties,  the  territories  of  the  company  were  enlarged 
and  upwards  of  2,000,000  fterling  was  ftipulated  to 
be  paid,  as  an  indemnification  to  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  fufferers  in  the  taking  of  Calcutta. 
The  new  nabob,  through  gratitude  to  thofe  who  had 
placed  him  in  his  throne,  gave,  befides  the  above 
.large  fums,  about  600,000 1.  as  a  gratuity  to  the 
fea  fquadron  and  troops. 

In  this  wonderful  manner  was  the  englifh  fuccefsful 
in  the  Eaft-Indies.  In  thirteen  days  they  effeded  fo 
great  a  revolution,  with  fuch  an  inconfiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  troops,  giving  away  a  kingdom  near  as  big  as 
France,  a  kingdom  more  fertile,  more  populous,  and 
infinitely  more  rich.  All  this  was  the  refult  of  that 
prudence,  conduct,  and  courage,  with  which  the  ad¬ 
miral  and  colonel,  feconded  by  the  intrepidity  of  then- 
men,  formed  and  executed  fuch  noble  and  darino- 
projeds.  Indeed,  the  joy  of  the  nation,  on  hearing 
thefe  fignal  fucceffes,  was  much  damped  by  the  death 
of  admiral  Watfon,  who  loll  his  life  by  the  unwhole- 
fomenels  of  the  climate,  having  gained  a  great  and 
lafting  reputation. 

In  England,  the  face  of  affairs  had  not  fuch  a 
bright  afped.  The  nation,  at  this  time,  was  entirely 
held  in  fufpence,  about  the  fate  of  Mr.  Byng.  By 
his  majefty’s  command,  fignified  to  the  commiffioners 
of  the  admiralty,  that  unfortunate  admiral  was  brought 
before  a  court  martial,  which  met  on  the  28th  of  de~ 
cember,  1756,  on  board  the  St.  George  fhip  in 
Portfmouth  harbour,  and  confifted  of  the  following- 
members  :  0 

Thomas  Smith,  efq.  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 

Francis  Holbourne,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the  red, 
Harry  Norris,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the  white, 
Thomas  Broderick,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 


Captain 
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Captain  Charles  Holmes, 

Captain  William  Boys, 

Captain  John  Simcoe, 

Captain  John  Bentley, 

Captain  Peter  Denis, 

Captain  Francis  Geary, 

Captain  John  Moore, 

Captain  James  Douglafs, 

Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel. 

Tne  admiral’s  inftruftions,  letters,  and  other  ne* 
cellar y  papers  being  read  to  the  court,  they  proceeded 
to  examine  their  witnefles.  Thefe  examinations  would 
be  tedious  to  the  reader  ,  and  belides,  every  paragraph 
fo  abounds  with  naval  terms,  underflood  only  by 
Fa  ofhceis,  that  not  one  man  in  twenty  would  be 
able  to  underhand  a  fyllable  of  it ;  for  which  reafon, 
I  fn all  only  give  the  fubftance  of  the  refoiutions  of 
the  court  martial,  and  make  fuch  remarks  upon 
them,  in  particular,  and  on  the  fentence  in  genera!, 

v,3d  enable  the  reader  to  form  fome judgment  on 

an  ah aii,  concerning  which,  opinions  are  at  this  day 
divided. 

Ihe  26th  of  january  it  was  found,  that  the  court 
had  come  on  the  three  preceding  days  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  refoiutions,  viz. 

1.  It  does  not  appear  the  admiral  made  any  unne- 

cfeffary  delay  in  his  way  from  St.  Hellens  to  Mi¬ 
norca. 

2.  It  appears,  that  on  the  fleet’s  getting  fight  of 
Minorca,  on  the  19th  of  may,  the  admiral  detached 
capt.  Ilarvey  with  three  frigates,  to  endeavour  to 
land  a  letter  for  general  Blakeney  ;  and  to  reconnitre 
the  enemies  batteries. 

3*  ^  appears,  tnat  tnole  frigates  wrere  got  near  to 
Mahon,  endeavouring  to  execute  the  orders,  till  they 
were  called  off  by  fignal  from  the  admiral. 

4.  It. 

j 


> 


(  187  ) 

4.  It  appears  that  the  fleet  flood  towards  the  enemv 

the  remaining  part  of  the  day.  ^ 

5.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  admiral  pro¬ 
ceeded  properly,  upon  diicovery  of  the  french  fleet,  to 
Hand  towards  them. 

6.  It  appears,  that  major  general  Stuart,  lord  Ef¬ 
fingham,  and  col.  Cornwallis,  and  200  men,  with 

their  officers,  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  were  on  board 
the  fquadron. 

7.  1  he  court  are  of  opinion,  that  as  fo  great  a 
number  of  off  cers  were  on  board  the  fleet,  the  admiral 
ought  to  have  put  them  on  board  one  of  the  above- 
mentioned  frigates,  to  have  landed  them,  if  found 
practicable  ;  and  ir  not  landed  before  he  iaw  the  french 

fleet,  to  have  left  the  frigates  to  have  effeded  it  not- 
withftandine:. 

o 

8.  It  appears,  that  from  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
.when  the  admiral  firfl  few  the  french  fleet,  till  the  20th 
at  noon,  the  admiral  took  proper  meafures  to  gain  and 

keep  the  wind  of  the  enemy,  and  to  form  and  clofe 
the  line  of  battle. 


I.v  T  appears,  that  the  admiral  made  the  fignal  for 
battle  about  20  minutes  after  two  o’clock. 

14-  It  appears,  at  the  time  the  fignal  was  made  for 
battle,  our  van  was  confiderably  nearer  to  their  van 
tnan  our  rear  was  to  their  rear. 


15.  It  appears,  that  upon  fignal  being  made  for 
battle,  the  Chips  of  our  van  divifion  bore  down  pro¬ 
perly,  for  the  fnips  oppofed  to  them,  in  the  enemy’s 
une,  and  engaged  them,  till  the  five  headmoft  fhips 
of  the  enemy  went  away  out  of  gun-fhot. 

16.  It  appears,  that  the  Intrepid  having  eno-ap-ed 

topmaft'^’  °r  3  ^Uarter  an  h°ur>  her& fore- 

•  !h'  ill  ‘S  $5  °Pin.ion  of  the  court,  that  the  admiral, 

feD-r-md  T  1CS’  a/Cer  the  fiSnaI  was  made  for  battle, 
t-tpai  ated  the  rear  from  the  van  divifion,  and  retarded 
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the  rear  divifion  of  the  britifh  fleet  from  clofing  with ' 
and  engaging  the  enemy,  by  his  fhortening  fail. 

20.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  inftead  of 
fhortening  fail,  the  admiral  ought  to  have  made  the 
*1  rident  and  the  1  rincefs  Louifa  lignais  to  malce  more 
fail  ;  and  he  ought  alfo  to  have  fet  fo  much  fail  him- 
felf,  as  would  have  enabled  the  Culloden  to  have  kept 
ner  flation,  in  order  to  have  got  down  with  as  much 
expedition  as  poffible  to  the  enemy,  and  thereby  have 
properly  fupported  the  van  divifion. 

23.  It  appears,  that  when  the  firing  had  been  con¬ 

tinued  a  little  while  in  the  Ramillies,  an  alarm  was 
given,  of  a  fhip  being  clofe  under  her  lee-bow,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Trident  •,  upon  which  the  admiral 
fhortened  fail,  and  ordered  his  men  to  ceafe  firing  till 
they  lhould  fee  french  colours.  ° 

24.  It  appears,  that  the  Princefs  Louifa  was  alfo 
leen  about  the  fame  time,  upon  the  weather-bow  of 
the  Ramillies. 

25.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  while  the  Ra¬ 
millies  was  firing,  in  going  down,  the  Trident,  and 
fhips  immediately  a-head  of  the  Ramillies,  proved  an 
impediment  to  the  Ramillies  continuing  to  go  down. 

26.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  admiral 
aded  wrong,  in  direding  the  fire  of  the  Ramillies  to 
be  continued,  before  he  had  placed  her  at  a  proper 
diftance  from  the  enemy  ;  as  he  thereby  not  only 
threw  away  fhot  ufelefsly,  but  occafioned  a  fmoke^ 
which  prevented  his  feeing  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  pofition  of  the  fliips  immediately  a-head  of 
the  Ramillies. 


32.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  after  the  fliips, 
which  had  received  damage  in  the  adion,  were,  as 
much  refitted,  as  circumrtances  would  permit,  the 
admiral  ought  to  have  returned  with  the  fquadron  off 
St.  Philip’s,  and  have  endeavoured  to  have  opened  a 
communication  with  that  caflle  j  and  to  have  ufed 

every 
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tvery  means  in  his  power,  for  its  relief,  before  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Gibraltar. 

33.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  admiral  Byng 
did  not  do  his  utmoft  to  relieve  St.  Philip’s  caftle,  in 
the  ifland  of  Minorca,  then  befieged  by  the  forces  of 
the  french  kirigi 

34.  The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  admiral  Byng, 
during  the  engagement,  did  not  do  his  utmoft  to  take, 
feize,  and  deftroy  the  (hips  of  the  french  king,  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  engaged  ;  and  to  afiift  fuch  of 
his  majefty’s  fhips  as  were  engaged  in  fight  with  the 
french  flfips,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  aflifted. 

35.  It  appears,  by  the  evidence  of  lord  Robert 
Bertie,  lieutenant  colonel  Smith,  captain  Gardiner, 
and  by  other  officers  of  the  fhip,  who  were  near  the 
perfon  of  the  admiral,  that  they  did  not  perceive  any 
backwardnefs  in  the  admiral,  during  the  adtion,  or 
any  marks  of  fear  or  confufion,  either  from  his  coun¬ 
tenance  or  behaviour ;  but,  that  he  feemed  to  give 
his  ordeis  cooly  and  diftindtly,  and  did  not  leem  want¬ 
ing  in  perfonal  courage. 

36.  Refolved,  that  the  admiral  appears  to  fall  un¬ 
der  the  following  part  of  the  12th  article  of  war,  to 
wit,  “  or  fliall  not  do  his  utmoft  to  take  or  deftroy 
every  fhip,  which  it  fliall  be  his  duty  to  engage ; 
and  to  affift  and  relieve  all  and  every  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips,  which  it  fliall  be  his  duty  to  affift  and  re¬ 
lieve.” 

37*  Reiolved,  as  that  article  poffitively  prelcribes 
death,  without  any  alternative  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  court,  under  any  variation  of  circumftances,  that 
he  be  adjudged  to  be  ffiot  to  death,  at  fuch  time’,  and 
on  board  fuch  fhip,  as  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty  fliall  direct.  But  as  it  appears  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  lord  Robert  Bertie,  lieutenant  colonel 
Smith,  captain  Gardiner,  and  other  officers  of  the 
fhip,  who  were  near  the  perfon  of  the  admiral,  that 
they  did  not  perceive  any  backwardnefs  in  him  during 

the 
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?e  ac}lon>  0r  an7  marks  of  fear  or  confufion  eith^ 

tom  us  countenance  or  behaviour,  but  that  heYeemed 

zrjz£%  coiy  r  i *? ™ 

ci  rnnu?  2  ,  Perf°na  C0l,rage>  and  from  other 

S  S:  -5e  Trt  noc  beIieve’ that  his  mif: 

i  ,  a  ,ar°  5  eit  ler  prom  cowardice  or  difaffeftion - 
anu  do  therefore  unanimoufly  think  it  their  duty  mod 

“Z  *  '°  r'C°mmend  h!m  “  “  F»Fr  ob/aTof 


Oe  c',‘°  Hr  the  admiralty,  the  members  of 

i  e  couit  drew  up  a  reprefentation  to  that,  board5 

"  VCIU  as  ]t.ls  a  v«7 remarkable  paper,  1  fhall  prefent 

the  reader  with  it  at  toll  length.  P 

“  We  the  underwritten, Ihe  prefident  and  members 

ml  Bvna°Uh  ,marCia1,  afrembled  for  the  trial  of  admi- 
ra,  Byng,  believe  it  unneceffary  to  inform  your  lord- 

imps,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  this  Ion/ trial  we 
have  done  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  come  at  truths 
and  do  the  drifted  judice  to  our  country  and  the 
pnioner  ;  but  we  cannot  help  laying  the  didrdfes  of 
our  mmds  before  your  lordlhips,  on  this  occaf.on,  in 
inding  ouifelves  under  a  neceffity  of  condemning  a 
man  to  death,  from  a  great  feverity  of  the  12th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  war,  part  of  which  he  falls  under,  and  which 
admits  of  no  mitigation,  even  if  the  crime  Ihould  be 
committed  by  an  error  in  judgment  only  ;  and  there- 
<o.e  for  our  confciences  lakes,  as  well  as  in  judice 
to  the  pnfoner,  we  pray  your  lordlhips,  in  the  mod 
camrd  manner,  to  recommend  him  to  his  majedy’s 
clemency.  We  are,  &c.  Dated  jan.  27,  ,  757.  * 

.Such  were  the  refolutions  of  this  court  martial  3 
and  Inc,',  t  u  n  reprefentation  to  the  admiralty.  T  he 
reader,  no  doubt, in  his  perufal  of  them, has  been  much 
furprifed  to  find  the  admiral’s  judges  condemn  him 
to  deat.i,  for  his  falling  under  part  of  the  12th  article 
of  war,  and  mod  earnedly  recommending  him  to  his 

majefty. 
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majefty,  as  a  proper  objedt  for  mercy  ;  and  their 
reafon  for  this  fentence  is,  the  feverity  of  that  article 
of  war.  But  here  I  mu  ft  warn  the  reader,  not  to  ex- 
pedt  certainty  or  demonftration  in  what  X'fhall  advance 
on  this  fubjedt  ;  I  fhall  only  make  a  few  remarks,  fuch 
as  naturally  arifefrom  a  due  confideration  of  the  whole 
affair. 

The  1 2th  article  of  war  runs, — cc  Every  perfon  in 
the  fleet,  who,  through  cowardice,  negligence,  or 
difaffedtion,  fhall,  in  time  of  adtion,  &c.  &c. — and 
being  convidted  thereof,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court 
martial,  fliall  fuffer  death.”  On  this,  Mr.  Byng, 
(in  his  defence,  which  is  penned  with  great  art 
and  judgment)  jufly  obferves,  that,  in  order  to 
bring  any  perfon  within  the  peril  of  this  article,  he 
muft  be  convidted  of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  dif- 
affedtion  ;  for  though  he  fliould  fail  to  engage  or 
aflift,  &c.  unlefs  this  failure  apparently  proceeds  from 
one  of  thefe  caufes,  lie  is  not  guilty. — Negligence 
cannot  De  taken  in  fo  large  a  fenfe,  as  to  mean  every 
fort  of  neglect  or  omiffion  ;  but  fuch  grofs  negli¬ 
gence  only,  as  evidently  indicates  cowardice  or  dif- 
affedtion. 

Let  me  in  the  next  place  obferve,  that  the  court 
martial,  in  their  37^  refolution,  acquits  him  from 
cowardice  or  difaffedtion,  in  thefe  words,  “  The  court 
do  not  believe,  that  his  mifcondudt  arofe  either  from 
cowardice  or  difaffedtion.”  Confequently  they  could 
then  condemn  him  only  for  his  negligence  ;  that 
word  equally  means  the  negligence  occafioned  by 
cowardice  or  difaffedtion,  and  that  occafioned  by  er¬ 
ror  in  judgment;  the  former  of  thefe,  the  court  ac- 
qiiits  him  of  ;  and,  ns  to  the  latter,  they  formed  a  very 
juft  opinion  of  it,  when  they  reprefented  to  the  admi¬ 
ralty  the  great  feverity  of  the  12th  article  of  war, 
which  admits  of  no  mitigation,  even  if  the  crime 
lhould  be  committed  by  any  error  in  judgment 
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In  the  7th  refolution  of  the  court  martial,  they  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  admiral  ought  to  have  put  the 
officers  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  he  fent  a-head 
to  be  landed.  But  it  ought  here  to  be  remembered, 
that  when  the  fleet  arrived  off  Minorca,  feveral  of 
the  fhips  were  difperfed  ;  and  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  garrifon  were  diftributed  throughout  the  different 
fhips  of  the  fleet ;  and  could  not  have  been  put  on 
board  one  of  the  frigates  at  that  time,  without  fome 
hours  delay  ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  the  fleet  was 
advancing  with  a  frefh  gale  of  wind,  and  fair  for  the 
harbour.  Would  it  not  have  been  very  injudicious 
in  the  admiral,  when  the  enemy’s  fleet  appeared  fleer¬ 
ing  towards  ours,  and  was  known  to  be  fuperior  to  it, 
to  weaken  his  own  force*  *,  efpecially  as  his  fleet  was 
badly  manned,  and  fickly ;  for  the  men  belonging  to 
the  frigates  were  neceffary,  and  were  aftuaally  di¬ 
ftributed  to  reinforce  the  line  of  battle  fhips  :  the 
enemy  were  at  that  time  mailers  of  the  harbour,  and 
it  might  have  been  regarded  as  an  imprudent  ftep  to 
hazard  fo  many  officers  in  a  Angle  frigate,  under  that 
circumftance. 

In  the  37th  refolution  of  this  court  martial,  they 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  admiral  ought  to  have  re¬ 
turned,  after  the  afhion  off  St.  Philip’s,  and  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  open  a  communication  with  the  caftle, 
before  he  returned  to  Gibraltar.  I  muft,  on  this  re¬ 
folution,  remark,  that  after  the  aftion,  the  enemy’s 
fleet  was  feen  feveral  times  lying  between  the  englifh 
fleet  and  the  harbour,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  to  at¬ 
tempt  it,  without  coming  to  a  fecond  battle.  The 
french  fleet  had  not,  to  appearance,  fuffered  any  di- 


*  Mr.  Weft,  in  his  evidence,  fays,  that  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s 
was  to  look  on  the  englifh  fleet  at  that  time  as  its  protection,  as  far 
as  it  might  he  fuppofed  able  to  protect  it ;  therefore,  the  weakening 
the  force  of  the  fleet  would  have  been  highly  inexcufable,  under  the 
circumftance  of  feeing  the  enemy’s  fleet,  as  well  as  by  expofing 
the  englifh  fleet  to  that  of  the  enemy,  who  was  at  that  time,  in  my 
opinion,  fuperior  to  it. 
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minution  in  its  force  ;  whereas  four  of  dm c  0  • 
rendered  incapable  of  action,  the  Intrepid  TOohf'd 
,0  be  rowed  with  jury  marts  to  Gibraltf ind  whence 
P  tJand  arnved  there,  it  could  not  be  hoved  down 
and  »as  reported  unfit  for  fervice  :  furjf  .to 1 

o"f  m fof  ,a,r,'l‘Cr23th  •  S'"S  cSundi 

war,  oi  all  the  fea  and  land  officers  who  u-rf. 

unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  for  his  rnaie%’s 

service  to  proceed  diredtly  to  Gibraltar.  And  what 

■a  very  remarkable,  this  council  of  war  was  take"  no 

ot.ce  of  m  the  refolutions  of  court  martial  *. 

As 

trial. 1  ftaI1  here  beg  Ieave  £0  Sivc  a  few  ftort  extrads  from  the 
Admiral  Weft  was  allied 

ia«SeefLa°SpSi  fA'A™  -  *. 

^hips  would  have  been  ft  for  Aft'  °  1"lnrojce  ule  gan'ifon,  that  the 
Anfw.  No,  I  thmk  not  ’  t0  “gage  the  enemy’s  fleet  r 

deSASs^rt'i'1',;':  ““  ',hrT"2in  r“h » i~»t- 

*h=r=  bee.  ,  probab,” p  i p  °*S?  “?  “ 

reafon  for  loofine-  time  and  rVl ,  -  woa!d  have  been  a  fufncient 
when  in  light  ?  °  ’  d  d  >ln2  to  attack  the  enemy’s  fleet, 

eers  and  foldfeo  vfiM  hofA  *' aPp“'*  IO  me>  thcl1'  offi- 

vvere  at  that  time  very  neceffirv  "  ,u  r  1  imaSine>  the  men 
therefore  not  to  be  parted  with  '  d  °  ^rV1Ce  of  che  lleet>  and 

which  it  might  have  occafioned/'  dependen:  evcn  of  the  delay 

miral  to  have  h°fc  any  ofTlil-  If"’°uId  hafc  been  Pr°per  for  the  ad- 
leftened  his  force,  and  deprived  C°  haVe 

Anfw.  As  feme  ftis i  f  lT " lk  of  ‘ :ominS  *  aa  adion  ? 
of  complement,  wanted  men  to  f^’l  !,cknefs>  0r  being  Ihort 
hend>,  that  the  leaving  any  deficietlcy,  I  do'appre- 

Pfoper’  as  their  men \  ou,d  W  b  *?d’  WOuld  have  been im- 
iuch  deficiency  in  part  frr  /•  ,  fcn  ta  :en  away  from  fupplying- 

, h° A- *h  ‘he' ""  pr  ’ 8 

Anfw.  No  ■  ,„““orTtki“'d  'n  the  aaion  I 
>ln,iral  coold  ham  f  3" ''"  “''"b fc""  «"E*8«d  a,, he 

‘  “  “  “fK »h!k  Ts.’ "  £ 
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As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  known,  the  lords  oif 
die  admiralty  received  a  petition  from  the  lord  vifc. 
Forrington,  nephew  to  the  admiral,  importing,  that 
himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  his  affli&ed  family,  being 
advifed  that  many  material  things  might  be  offered  to 
their  lordfhips,  to  fhew,  that  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial  ought  not  to  be  executed  ;  prayed  the 
permiffion  to  lay  before  them  by  council,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  on  behalf  of  the  admiral,  fuch  reafons  as 
might  be  offered  for  not  executing  the  fentence.  In 
anlwer  to  which  petition,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
appointed  the  next  day  to  receive  the  reafons  in  writ¬ 
ing,  mentioned  in  the  petition. 

It  being  towards  the  clofe  of  the  term,  the  council 
applied  to  could  not,  by  reafon  of  their  indifpenfible 
attendance  on  the  feveral  courts  of  law  and  equity, 
be  prepared  fo  foon  to  advife  and  affift  his  lordftiip 
and  family  ;  accordingly  they  prefented  a  fecond  pe¬ 
tition,  praying  an  indulgence  of  a  few  days  longer, 
But  on  the  cgh  of  february,  the  lords  of  the  admi- 


flying  over  ns,  and  flitting  ns,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  throw  his 
fhot  away,  till  he  came  near  the  enemy. 

Lord  Robert  Bertie  was  afked, 

Queft.  Was  you  near  to  the  admiral’s  perfon  before,  and  during 
the  time  of  the  action,  and  did  you  obferve  his  behaviour  ? 

Anfvv.  I  was  near  him  the  whole  day  of  the  action  in  general. 

Queft.  Did  you  perceive  any  backwardnefs  in  the  admiral  during 
the  adtion,  or  any  marks  of  fear  or  confufion,  either  from  his  coun¬ 
tenance  or  behaviour  ? 

Anfvv.  No  ;  he  feemed  to  give  his  orders  cooly  and  diflindtly, 
and  I  do  not  apprehend,  that  he  was  in  the  leaft  wanting  in  per¬ 
fon  al  courage. 

Queft.  Did  the  admiral  appear  follicitous  to  engage  the  enemy, 
and  to  afTift  hismajefty’s  Blips,  that  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  ? 

Anfvv.  Yes. 

Quell.  Did  your  lordOiip  on,  or  after  the  day  of  aftion,  hear  any 
murmuring  or  dilcontent  among  the  officers  or  men,  upon  any  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  admiral  had  not  done  his  duty  ? 

Anfvv.  I  never  heard  any  one  of  the  Ramillies  fpeak  the  leaft 
difrefpedfully  of  the  admiral,  or  ever  hint  that  the  admiral  had  not 
done  his  duty.. 

ralty 


fheToC^nSls  a„me™°£t0  of  «« 

“  1  he  proceeding3  of  the  court  martial  on  -dmi 
ral  Byng,  have  been  reported  to  us,  and  we  have  nl  en 
them  into  our  molt  ferious  and  deliberate  confidera 

tXJT V hivi"s  anftn’  -s-d  Sx 

^  r  C  ie  ^entcnce9  particularly  whether  th<* 
Srrf°  ,"CgligenCf  WhKh  “  «*  -Preffid  n  any 

Std  hv  r  ,ngs’ can>  in  this  «*.  b=  fuP- 

P  e  ,  by  implication,  we  find  ourfeK.es  oblWed  cd 

thetdnes0  mt'bc  LTcn"’^’  *?  *«  °Pin™  of 

is  legal.”  7  b  ’  whecher  the  ^id  fentence 

In  confequenee  of  this  memorial,  his  maieftv  laid 
the  fentence  before  the  inrWc  u  J,elty  Jaid 

nion  rhof  ,  ,  JudSes  5  who  gave  their  opi- 

n.on  that  it  was  a  legal  fentence  ;  which  opinion  £ 

ng  tranfmitted  to  the  commt/Tioners  of  the  adXlt 

they  figned  a  warrant  the  16th  of  februarv  d-  'oh 
to  vice-admin]  f,  IU:)^ary?  directed 

aumnai  i^olcawen,  at  Porrfmnnt-N  a-  n- 

™  to  have  the  admita.  ftot,^ of bomd' "wt aflS® 
marines  8  Pr°Per’  th'  28,h-  bf  »  P^oon  of 

from  which  I  have  naadl  the 

comm;nsg;tr:: -a  remfbe;  °f  ti,e  °f 

has,  in  his  place  app]kTmrhfhthr  COUr^  m3rcia!’ 
liimfelf,  anffevelafffi n^lJlTk-C ^  °f 

pray  in  o*  r  ,•  feid  court, 

£ 

Paired  on  the 

majefty  hasthoSahtbfitlrS0?  “h  **  impr0per;  his 

pame,  in  order  that  therenn^  eXeCUti0n  of  the 
knowing,  by  the  f  '  '  ^  an  °PP°rtunity  of 

&  by  the  feparate  examination  of  the  mem- 

°  2  bers 


(  *96  ) 

hers  of  the  faid  court,  upon  oath,  what  grounds  there 
is  for  the  above  fuggeftion.” 

In  confequence  of  this  meffage,  a  motion  was  made 
for  bringing  in  a  bill,  to  releale  from  the  obligation 
of  the  oath  of  fecrecy,  the  members  of  the  court 
martial,  purfuant  to  the  exception  contained  in  the 
faid  oath  •,  and  accordingly  the  bill  was  prepared, 
prefented,  read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed 
all  in  one  day.  The  28th,  it  was  read  the  third  time 
and  pafled,  and  carried  up  to  the  lords  for  their  con¬ 
currence  ;  but  that  houfe  examined  the  members  of 
the  court  martial  on  oath  :  the  principal  queftions 
nfked  them  were, 

1.  Whether  you  know  any  matter  that  pafled,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  admiral  Byng., 
which  may  fliew  that  fentence  to  have  been  unjuft  ? 

Unanimoufly  anfwered  in  the  negative. 

2.  Whether  you  know  any  matter  that  pafled,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fentence,  which  may  flrew  that  fentence 
to  have  been  given  through  any  undue  practice  or 
motive  ? 

Unanimoufly  anfwered  in  the  negative. 

3.  Whether  you  are  defirous,  that  the  bill  now  un¬ 
der  the  confideration  of  the  houfe,  for  difpenfing  with 
the  oath  of  fecrecy,  fhould  pal's  into  a  law  ? 

This  and  the  next  queftion  were  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  by  admirals  Smith,  Holbourn,  and  Brode¬ 
rick  ;  captains  Holmes,  Geary,  Boys,  Simcoe,  Doug- 
lafs,  Bentley,  and  Denis.  But  admiral  Norris,  and 
the  captains  Moore,  and  Keppel,  aniwcicd  this  que- 
ftion  in  the  affirmative. 

4.  Whether  you  are  of  opinion,  that  you  have  any 
particulars  to  reveal,  relative  to  the  cafe  of,  and  the 
ftntence  pafled  upon,  admiral  Byng,  which  you  judge 
neceflary  for  his  majefty’s  information,  and  which 
you  think  likely  to  incline  his  majefty  to  mercy  ? 

'  Admiral  Norris’s  anfwer  to  this  queftion  was,  at 

the  time  I  faid  I  was  defirous  the  aft  Ihould  take  place, 
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!  underflood  that  we  fliould  have  an  opportunity  of 
delivering  our  particular  reafons,  for  fignL  tue%f- 

ence  and  letter  of  recommendation.  Capt.  Moore’s 
was  I  do  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty,  while  I  am Z- 

w?s  thTStr  ' 7  anTfwer  that  qucftion-  Capt.  Keppei’s 
’  thir!p  that  I  cannot  anfwer  that  queftion  with¬ 
out  part, culanfing  the  reafons  for  my  vote  and  opinion. 

_ie  houfe  as  loon  as  this  examination  was  finillied 
unammoufiy  rejected  the  bill:  and  the  fen  fence  was 
executed  on  the  admiral  the  14th. 

On  this  unfortunate  affair,  concerning  which  oDmU 

0ns  are  fo  divided,  I  Hall  „„ly° 

many  quote  paflages  io  the  trial  of  the  admiral  which 

mew,  that  admiral  Well'  and  few,-,,  nf  fi 
in  the  v'n  l/no  r  y1  leveiaJ  or  the  captains 

n  the  van,  knew  no  reafon  why,  Mr.  Byno-  in  the  rear 

Aould  not  come  to  a  dofer  engagement  •  but  Sis 
proves  only  that  the  admiral  was  faulty;  but  does  it 
rom  thence  appear,  that  this  fault  proceeded  from 

,":„0a„dierfc£lio"-  "W  i«  not  as  veil  beT 

remark  cl  c  JudSment*  1  have  made  this 
remark  only  in  anfwer  to  a  let  of  abfurd  people  who 

thP-  P,‘0dUCe  a  fe™  anPwers  in  the  trial  to  flrcnVthen 
1  nigument;  but  as  to  regarding  the  retaliations 

n  s:;Sf  e-,f  **  “ 

m i n iflryVC'th at^ d* ° 5  fl°m  ^  COndu<a  °f  the  britifh 
meet  with  the  frlchT  Mn  BynS  could 

leaft  intended  fightina  oFany  ferticeS  inJ rudli°ns  tPe 
was  politive'ly  allured,  before^ depa'rtufefromEng6 

^  land. 
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land,  by  the  higheft  naval  authority,  that  the  enemy 
could  not  fit  out  more  than  fix  or  feven  fhips  of  the 
line  at  the  mod:.  We  need  only  read  the  admiral’s 
inftrudlions  to  be  convinced,  that  this  was  the  real 
opinion  of  the  admiralty  *,  for  he  is  ordered — If  on 
his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  he  fhould  hear  that  a  french 
fquadron  had  pafied  the  Streights,  to  difpatch  admi¬ 
ral  Weft  with  a  fuperior  fquadron  after  them  to  north 
America,  and  repair  with  the  remainder  himfelf  to, 
Minorca.  By  this  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  mini- 
ftry  in  England  did  not  know  the  french  force  ;  or 
elfe,  how  was  By  ng  to  difpatch  a  fuperior  fleet  after 
them,  when  the  whole  fleet  he  commanded  was  in¬ 
ferior  to  them.  What  epithet  {hall  we  bellow  on  an 
adminiftration,  no  better  informed  of  the  enemy’s 
motions  than  this  condudl  evinces  ? 

But  if  we  con  fide  r  the  whole  affair  with  that  at¬ 
tention  it  delerves,  fhall  we  not  evidently  perceive, 
that  the  admiral  fell  a  facrifice  to  cover  the  guilt  of 
others,  who  were  more  powerful  than  himfelf.  Let 
me  afk  again  ft  whom  the  fury  of  the  populace  would 
have  directed  itfelf,  if  contrary  winds  had  kept  Mr. 
Byng  a  week  or  a  fortnight  longer  at  Spithead,  or. 
at  Gibraltar  *,  and  if,  at  the  fame  time,  the  french 
had  had  a  fkilful  general  at  their  head  (lor  then 
Blakeney,  initead  of  holding  out  eight  or  ten 
weeks,  would  not  have  been  able  to  defend  himfelf 
three  J  under  thofe  circumftances,  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  for  Mr.  Byng,  even  to  have  endeavoured 
any  thing  *,  for  it  would  have  been  taken  before  he 
got  there.  Had  this  been  the  cafe,  I  fay,  who  would 
have  been  the  objedts  of  the  public  rage  ?  Mr.  Byng, 
or  thofe  who  fent  him  ?  It  was  neceflfary  to  throw  duft  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people  ;  or  elfe,  why  was  the  Gazette 
(a  paper  fuppofed  to  be  published  by  authority)  pro- 
ftituted  to  fpread  a  falfe  lift  of  the  (Length  of  both 
fleets  among  the  people,  not  only  by  undervaluing 
the  enemy’s  force,  of  which  it  is  pofiible  the  writer 

might 
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might  be  ignorant,  but  by  operating  Mr.  Byn-’s  jn 
whic  1  it  is  impoffible  he  fhould  be  innocent.  ° Whv 
was  the  admiral’s  letter  mangled  and  curtailed  in  the 
manner  it  appeared  in  that  paper  ? 

To  fay  more  on  this  fubjedt  will,  I  fear,  be  tedious 
to  the  reader.  But  thus  much  every  honeft  man  will 
al  ow  that  it  was  a  fatal  feverity  to  execute  an  admi¬ 
ral  of  a  noble  family,  whofe  anceftors  had  rendered 
lucn  Services  to  the  crown,  under  fuch  an  infamous 
charge  when  the  very  court  martial  that  condemned 

m  Jclared  innocent,  either  of  cowardice  or 
di  affeftion  ;  and  for  the  lake  of  their  own  confcience 

Sfn"^  h™  in,th?  moft  earneft  manner  as  a  fit  ' 
object  for  his  majefty’s  clemency,  " . . 


O  4 


C  I  I  A  l\ 


(  200  ) 


C  H  A  P.  XL 

Changes  in  the  minijlry.  Naval  tranfaSHons .  Affairs  m 
north  America.  Earl  of  Loudon  appointed  generalffmo. 
He  prepares  to  attack  Louisburg.  Affairs  in  Germany . 
Situation  of  the  belligerent  powers.  Motions  of  the 
pruffian  and  aujlrian  armies.  King  of  Pruffa  enters 
Bohemia .  Battle  of  Richenberg.  Battle  of  Prague. 
Prague  invefted.  Mar  foal  Daun  takes  the  command  of 
the  aujlrian  army.  Battle  of  Collin .  King  of  Pruffa 
retires  into  Saxony . 


O T FUNG  can  be  of  fuch  great  confequence 
to  the  welfare  of  any  nation,  as  to  have  one 
fettled  plan  of  adtion  (efpecially  in  time  of  war)  to 
direct  the  fteps  of  thofe  who  fit  at  the  helm  of  affairs. 
Let  great  genius’s  form  fine  plans  of  operations ;  yet 
if  they  are  not  in  power  long  enough  to  diredt  their 
execution,  all  their  fchemes  will  moft  probably  prove 
abortive.  The  ftate  of  Great-Britain  at  this  conjunc¬ 
ture,  was  really  deplorable  ;  the  miniftry  which  had  fo 
lately  been  eftabliffied,  and  which  the  greateft  part  of 
the  nation  wifhed  to  fee  firmly  feated  in  power,  could 
no  longer  hold  their  feats.  On  the  5th  of  april,  Mr. 
Pitt,  by  his  majefty’s  command,  refigned  the  office  of 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  Mr.  Legge  was  moved  from 
being  chancellor  and  under-treafurer  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  ;  a  new  commiffion  for  the  admiralty  appeared, 
with  the  earl  of  Winchelfea  at  their  head.  The 
party  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
who  had  been  fo  lately  obliged  to  quit  their  places, 
now  refumed  them.  This  fadtion,  which  was  now 
uppermoft,  differed  very  much  in  their  plan  of 
adfion,  from  that  of  the  late  miniftry;  their  chief 
charadteriftic  was  the  great  fear  they  were  conftantly 
in,  of  the  overgrown  power  of  France ;  they  thought 

it 
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k  eligible  to  bridle  this  at  any  rate,  but  principally 
by  maintaining  the  ballance  of  power,  which  they 
propofed  to  effeft,  by  railing  up  enemies  to  France 
on  the  continent,  with  britifh  fubfidies,  and  even  by 
fending  over  britifh  troops  to  join  the  belligerent 
powers  in  their  alliance.  The  late  miniftry’s  fcheme 
when  they  were  in  power  was  different ;  they  were 
equally  of  opinion,  that  the  power  of  France  was  to 
be  curbed,  but  thought  the  means  of  doing  this,  was 
more  natural  by  our  naval  power ;  a  conduit  which 
the  infular  fituation  of  their  country  dictated  to  them. 
It  is  furprifing  to  find  how  great  a  degree  of  popu¬ 
larity  tins  party  pcftefted  m  the  nation  ;  no  fooner 
were  they  out  of  power,  than  they  had  the  freedoms 
of  almoft  all  the  corporations  in  the  kingdom  pre- 
lented  to  them,  in  gold  boxes,  which  fliewed  how 
much  the  nation  regretted  their  di/grace  at  court. 

1  he  naval  affairs  of  the  two  nations  were  at  this 
period,  of  but  little  confequence ;  the  latter  end  of 
march  and  beginning  of  april,  feveral  fquadrons  were 
equipping  at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  ;  one  under 
admiral  Weft,  defigned  for  Ireland,  in  its  way  to 
America,  confifting  of  n  fail  of  the  line,  one  fri¬ 
gate,  a  bomb,  and  a  convoy  of  50  tranfports,  failed 
from  St.  Hellen’s  die  1 6th  of  april ;  we  had  a  fmall 
fquadron  at  this  time  in  the  Downs,  and  another  to 
the  weftward,  cruifing  ;  and  admirals  Weft  and  Bro¬ 
derick  had  been  cruifing  fome  time  in  the  bay  ;  but 
with  little  fuccefs.  The  french  were  hard  at  work  in 
their  ports,  but  fent  no  fquadron  to  lea. 

In  north  America  our  affairs  had  for  fome  time 
wore  the  fame  difmal  appearance  as  they  had  done 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  but  the  earl  of  Lou¬ 
don,  having  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1756,  laid 
e  ore  the  mimftiy  a  plan  for  carrying  on  the  war  in 
n  C0untl7>  and  which  being  approved  of,  his  lord- 
fhip  was  named  by  his  majefty  to  command  there  in 
Chief;  better  fuccefs  was  expe&ed  for  the  future, 

efpecially 


I 


RJ 


tv- 


(  202  ) 

elpecially  as  a  large  body  of  troops  was  lent  over  to 
reinforce  the  army  there.  The  plan  his  lordfhip  was 
defirous  to  have  executed,  was  the  conqueft  of  Cape 
Breton,  and  aftei  that  to  proceed  towards  bringin0* 
all  Canada  under  Subjection,  by  the  conqueft  of  Que^ 
bee.  To  facilitate  the  undertaking  this  fcheme,  the 
tranfports  with  troops  from  England,  arrived  at  New 
York,  in  January  1757.  Lord  Loudon  finding  the 
men  much  fatigued  with  the  hardfhips  of  a  long  voy¬ 
age  billetted  them,  by  reafon  of  their  number,  indis¬ 
criminately  on  public  and  private  houfes  •,  this  occasion¬ 
ed  a  great  heat  between  the  magiftrates  and  his  lord- 
Ihip,  who  afked  them,  if  they  thought  that  men  who 
had  Suffered  a  long  winter’s  voyage,  to  come  to  their 
defence,  were  to  perilh  in  the  ftreets  for  want  of  pro¬ 
per  accommodations  ;  and  alfo,  whether  they  thought 
that  the  indians  would  ftand  upon  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges,  if  thefe  men  were  ordered  back,  and  they  were 
to  come  in  their  room.  After  Some  ferment  the  bil- 
letting  took  place,  as  it  certainly  was  a  neceffary  mea¬ 
sure. 

As  Soon  as  his  lordfhip  heard  that  the  tranfports 
were  arrived,  he  affembled  the  governors  of  the  Se¬ 
veral  neighbouring  colonies,  to  confult  with  them  on 
the  means  of  protecting  their  frontiers,  during  his 
abfence  on  the  expedition  ;  nothing  was  required 
of  them,  -but  to  remain  on  the  defenfive  :  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  plan  was  fettled  with  the  number  of 
troops  which  each  colony  was  to  furnifh,  and  their 
deftination  fixed.  Having  difmiffed  them,  his  ex-, 
cellency  left  Philadelphia  the  27th  of  march,  hav¬ 
ing  flayed  there  ten  days.  But  before  I  proceed, 
it  is  neceffary  to  take  notice  of  a  general  embargo 
which  lord  Loudon  laid  on  all  outward  bound  fhips  : 
his  lordfhip  thought  this  was  the  moft  likely  way  to 
hinder  the  enemy  from  getting  any  intelligence  of 
his  defigns  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  tranfports  would  then 
the  more  eafily  find  men  to  navigate  them.  The  em¬ 
bargo 
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bargo  might  certainly  be  productive  of  thofe  p-ood 
confequences  ;  but  as  it  was  detrimental  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  many  private  people,  particularly  the  mer¬ 
chants,  it  occafioned  a  great  clamour  ;  for  at  that 
time  corn  was  exceflively  fcarce  in  England,  owing 
in  part  to  a  bad  crop  the  }aft  year,  and  the  infamous 
villainy  of  the  farmers,  many  of  whom  kept  up  laro-e 
quantities  in  expectation  of  a  higher  price,  when  the 
poor  were  ftarving  round  about  them ;  the  mer¬ 
chants  in  England  wrote  over  to  thofe  in  America,  to 
fbip  off  large  quantities  for  them,  as  there  was  plenty- 
in  the  colonies,  they  accordingly  did  ;  but  before  the 
veffels  could  fail,  the  embargo  took  place  :  it  occa¬ 
fioned  fo  much  difguft  in  England  and  theplantations, 
that  an  exprefs  was  afterwards  fent  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  commanders  to  embargo  veffels  for 
Gieac  Britain  01  Iieland.  Although  the  embargo 
was  of  fome  ufe,  yet,  as  lord  Loudon  muff  know 
how  preffi ng  the  wants  of  England  were  for  corn,  it 
has  been  thought  by  many,  a  bad  ftep,  although  he 
had  the  full  authority  to  do  it.  ° 

During  the  month  of  april,  his  lordfhip  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  preparing  the  tranfports  at  Bolton,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia,  thofe  for  the  two  former 
amounting  to  90  fail.  On  the  5th  of  may,  being  all 
met  at ^ New  Pork,  they  received  orders  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  embark  the  forces ;  and  fir  Charles  Hardy  , 
governor  of  the  place,  having  received  his  majefty’s 
com  million  as  rear  admiral  of  the  blue,  hoifted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Nightingale.  It  was  now  about 
the  time,  when  they  expected  admiral  Holbourn’s 
fleet  at  Hallifax  ;  but  the  commander  in  chief  was 
very  impatient  that  the  men  might  embark,  at  laft 
he  oraered  that  fervice  to  be  performed,  which  was 
done  between  the.22d  and  25th,  and  then  failed 
down  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  they  came  to  an  anchor. 
On  the  5th  of  June,  his  excellency  embarked  on 
bord  tne  Sutherland,  but  determined  not  to  fail  with¬ 
out 
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out  further  IntdHgcnce,  becaufe  he  had  learned  before 
re  leit  New  York,  from  the  prifoners  of  fome  french 
prizes,  that  they  were  part  of  a  french  merchant  fleet, 
under  a  convoy  of  five  fhips  of  the  line,  defigned  for 
Louifburg.  This  intelligence  was  confirmed  by  an 
exprefs  from  Bofton,  informing,  that  five  french  men 
or  war  and  a  frigate  had  been  feen  cruifing  off  Hali¬ 
fax.  It  was  impoffible  to  proceed  to  that  port  with 
the  tranfports,  while  fo  confiderable  a  force  was  in 
their  road,  and  yet  to  remain  any  longer  at  New  York, 
would  be  lofing  fo  much  time,  that  the  expedition 
againft  Louifburg  would  become  very  uncertain  ;  his 
lordlhip  thereioie  dilpatched  two  men  of  war  to  view 
tlie  coaff,  and  fee  if  tney  could  hear  any  thing  of  the 
french  fleet :  they  loon  after  returned,  but  had  feen 
nothing  ;  lord  Loudon  then  finding  that  to  wait  any 
longer,  would  a!  molt  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do 
any  thing  that  campaign,  ventured  to  fail  from  New 
x  one,  with  the  tranfports.  This  was  the  critical 
time  as  it  were,  on  which  depended  the  fate  of 
all  our  fchemes,  for  had  the  french  fell  in  with  the 
tranfports,  the  confequences  would  certainly  have 
been  dreadful ;  fo  that  all  depended  on  admiral  Hol- 
bourn’s  being  arrived,  and  by  that  means  having  the 
coaft  clear,  or  ehe  loid  Loudon's  efcaping  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  however,  he  arrived  fate  at  Halifax  the  30th, 
his  lordlhip  would  never  have  run  fo  great  a  rifk,  had 
fad  it  not  been  for  laving  time,  which  became  lo  ex¬ 
ceeding  precious,  on  account  of  the  'fleet’s  not  ar¬ 
riving  from  England,  tiil  fo  late  in  the  feafon.  The 
forces  were  foon  landed,  and  encamped  at  Halifax  ; 
but  as  the  ground  was  rough  and  incumbered,  they 
were  employed  in  making  a  parade  for  exercifes  and 
reviews  ;  and  a  large  garden  for  furnifhing  vegetables 
for  the  lick  and  wounded  that  might  happen  to  be 
fent  home  from  the  fiege,  in  cafe  the  intended  expe¬ 
dition  fhould  take  place  :  parties  of  rangers  were  alfo 
fent  to  patrole  in  the  woods,  and  feveral  prime  fail¬ 
ing 
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ing  veffiels  were  difpatched  to  look  into  the  harbour 
of  Louifburg,  and  to  make  what  difcoveries  they 
were  able  ;  in  fhort,  the  general  took  all  poffible  me¬ 
thods  in  his  power  at  this  interval,  to  keep  the 
troops  properly  employed,  and  to  gain  the  necef* 
fary  intelligence  of  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  At 
lait  admiral  Holbourn,  with  the  fleet  and  forces  from 
England,  arrived  at  Halifax  in  the  fecond  week  in 
July,  having  been  waited  for  with  the  utmoft  impa¬ 
tience  by  lord  Loudon  ;  and  where  I  fhall  leave  them 
for  the  prefent,  and  return  to  lay  before  the  reader 
what  had  been  tranfadting  in  Europe. 

The  war  in  America,  and  by  fea,  was  at  this  time  of 
but  little  eclat  ;  it  was  in  Germany  only,  where  thofe 
great  actions  which  furprife  mankind  were  performed  : 
at  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  campaign,  the  king  of 
Pruffia  had  made  the  faxon  army  prifoners,  and  took 
up  his  winter  quarters  in  the  heart  of  Saxony.  That 
monarch  was  threatened  with  the  immenfe  number  of 
enemies  which  he  expected  would  attack  him  this 
campaign  ;  nor  were  his  expectations  groundlefs,  for 
the  queen  of  Hungary  having  found  by  the  battle  of 
Lowofchutz,  that  fhe  had  to  deal  with  an  enemy  truly 
formidable,  refolved  to  have  more  powerful  forces 
againft  him  this  campaign;  fhe  accordingly  affiembled 
an  army  of  100,000  men,  in  Bohemia,  under  the 
command  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  affiifted  by 
marfhal  Brown  ;  nor  did  the  emprefs  truft  entirely 
to  hei  own  preparations ;  during  the  preceding  win¬ 
ter  the  procefs  in  the  emperor’s  aulic  council  was  con¬ 
tinued  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  and  alfo  in  the 
diet  of  the  empire.  Vve  may  eafiiy  conceive  with 
how  much  impartiality  and  juftice  the  proceedings 
*m  this  court  were  carried  on,  when  thofe  who  feared 
the  king  of  Pruffia  were  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
humble  him,  and  when  the  greateft  number  of  them 
were  awed  by  the  power  of  the  houle  of  Auftria. 
pruffian  majefty  was  condemned  for  his  pre¬ 
tended 
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tended  obftinacy  ;  and  the  fifcal  had  orders  to  no- 

!!  ■ Y  “  .  ’  rliat  he  was  put  under  the  ban  of  , 

the  empire  and  adjudged  fallen  from  all  the  digni¬ 
ties  and  poffeffions  which  he  held  under  it.  The  cir¬ 
cles  of  the  empire  were  ordered  to  furnilh  their  con¬ 
tingents  of  men  and  money,  to  put  this  fentence  in 
execution  j  but  thefe  were  collected  very  (lowly 
the  troops  were  badly  compofed,  and  moft  probably 
they  would  never  have  been  able  to  ad,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  affiftance  they  received  from  France, 
ilie  inveteracy  of  her  hungarian  majefty  did  not  flop  . 
here,  lhe  made  requifitions  to  lier  allies  for  the  affift- 
ance  they  were  obliged  by  treaty  to  furnilh  her  with. 

1  he  czarina  had  prepared  a  great  army  of  60,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  marlhal  Apraxin,  who 
had  began  their  march  in  the  winter  through  Lithu¬ 
ania,  to  attack  ducal  Pruffia,  and  equipped  a  ftronct 
fleet  in  the  Baltic,  to  co-operate  with  her  land  forces! 
lhe  french  refolving  to  convince  the  emprefs  queen 
how  advantageous  to  her,  her  connexion  with  the 
ho ufc  of  Bourbon  would  be ;  formed  two  great  ar¬ 
mies,  which  had  been  drawing  together  for  a  confl- 
derable  time  ;  the  firft  was  compofed  of  80,000 
troops,  under  the  command  of  marlhal  de  Eftrees, 
which  was  defigned  againft  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
Weftphalian  dominions,  in  quality  of  allies  to  the 
emprefs  queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of 
Germany,  and  to  no  other  intent,  as  they  pretended  •, 
but  it  was  really  defigned  to  reduce  Hanover  alfo. 

1  he  other  french  army  was  commanded  by  the  prince 
dc  Sou  bile,  confifting  of  about  25,000  men  ;  and 
was  defigned  to  (Lengthen  the  army  of  the  empire, 

I  hefe  were  not  the  only  enemies  of  the  king  of 
I  ruffi a  .  the  king  of  Sweden,  though  allied  both  in 
blood  and  inclination  to  his  pruffian  majefty,  was 
yet  obliged  by  the  fenate  to  fend  troops  againft  him  ; 
they  weie  infpired  with  the  hopes  of  recovering  their 
ancient  poffeflions  in  Germany,  and  what  made  them 
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pufli  the  defign  of  making  war  againft  that  monarch 
the  more  brifkly,  was  the  fubfidies  of  french  nold 
which  circulated  amongft  them  plentifully.  The 
duke  of  Mecklenburg  aifo  declared,  that  he  would 
join  the  fwedifh  army  with  6000  men  }  for  which  con¬ 
duct  he  has  fince  paid  very  feverely. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  enemies  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  a  mighty  confederacy,  confiding  of  five  of 
the  molt  powerful  kingdoms  in  Europe  }  let  us  next 
fee  the  meafures  which  that  monarch  took  to  fave 
himfelf  from  being  crufhed  with  their  numerous 
forces. 

The  ruffians  had  brought  no  forage  with  them* 
trufting  to  what  they  fhould  find  in  their  march 
through  Poland  }  but  his  pruffian  majefty,  who  was 
.  informed  of  the  condition  of  his  enemy,  bought  up 
all  the  corn  and  forage  in  their  march  towards  Pruf¬ 
fia,  which  put  them  to  inconceivable  difficulties,  and 
retarded  their  march  extremely  ;  it  certainly  was  a 
fine  ftroke  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  diftrefs  them. 
His  majefty  appointed  general  Lehwald  to  command 
an  army  of  30,000  men  againft  Apraxin.  But  it  was 
againit  the  auftrians  tnat  the  greateft  efforts  were  to 
be  made^  his  pruffian  majefty  commanded  one  army 
himfeif,  in  Saxony  •,  the  prince  of  Bevern  another  in 
Lufatia  ;  and  marfhal  Schwerin,  a  third  in  Silefia. 

But  before  his  majefty  made  the  grand  attack  upon 
Bohemia,  he  took  the  wifeft  meafures  in  Saxony,  in 
cafe  of  bad  fuccefs  in  his  expedition  againft  the  au¬ 
ftrians.  New  works  were  added  to  the  old  ones  at 
Drefden,  and  the  greateft  diligence  ufed  to  put  it  in 
a  refpediable  pofture  of  defence  ;  all  the  burghers 
were  difarmed,  and  their  arms  depofited  in  the  arfe- 
nal.  The  auftrian  detachments  began  in  april  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  to  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  pruffians,  but  many  of  them  were  taken 
prifoners  ;  thefe  trifling  matters  did  not  take  off  the 
attention  of  the  pruffians  }  every  thing  was  preparing 

with 
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with  the  greateft  expedition  to  begin  the  campaign^ 

and  troops  were  in  motion  throughout  Saxony,  Vomt- 
land,  and  Lufatia.  ;  5 

_  About  the  middle  of  april,  three  great  bodies  of 
ms  pruffian  majefty’s  troops  entered  Bohemia  by  dif¬ 
ferent  routs.  Marfhal  Schwerin  penetrated  into  it 
from  Silefia,  through  the  county  of  Glatz,  on  the 
1 8th,  at  the  head  of  50,000  men.  His  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Bevern  did  the  fame,  from  Zittau  in  Lufatia 
the  20th,  entering  Bohemia  at  Graenftein,  taking  the 
rout  of  Reichenberg.  His  majefty  himfelf,  ac°  the 
head  of  a  third  army,  marched  towards  Enra.  The 
auanans  imagined,  that  his  pruffian  majeftf  had  fome 
dirtincc  plan  of  aftion,  independent  of  his  other  ar¬ 
mies,  and  accordingly  princeCharles  detatched  20,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  d’Arembero- 
to  watch  his  motions.  0’ 

The  match  of  the  prince  of  Bevern  foon  brought 
on  anadlion;  in  his  march  towards  Reichenbem^he 
drove  away  the  enemy  from  all  their  ports.  The^fame 
morning,  a  party  of  his  hulTars  defeated  fome  hun¬ 
dred  of  auftrians,  commanded  by  prince  Lichtenftein 
who  were  ported  before  Kohlig.  The  21ft  at  break 
of  day,  the  pruffians  marched  in  two  columns  by 
Habendorf,  towards  the  auftrian  army,  ported  near 
Reichenbeig,  28,000  ftrong,  and  commanded  by 
count  Konigleg  ;  as  foon  as  the  pruffian  lines  were 
formed,  they  marched  towards  their  enemy’s  cavalry, 
which  was  ranged  in  three  lines,  of  about  90  fqua- 
clrons,  their  twro  wings  were  fuftained  by  the  infantry, 
which  was  ported  among  felled  trees  and  entrench¬ 
ments.  1  he  pruffians  immediately  cannonaded  the 
aurtrian  cavalry,  who  received  it  bravely,  having  on 
their  right  a  village,  and  on  their  left  a  wood,  where 
they  had  entrenched  themfelves  with  felled  trees  and 
pits.  But  the  prince  of  Bevern  having  caufed  1 5 
fquadrons  of  dragoons  of  his  fecond  line  to  advance, 
and  ordered  the  wood  on  his  right  to  be  attacked  by' 

fome 
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fome  battalions  of  grenadiers,  entirely  routed  the  ene¬ 
my  s  cavalry:  the  generals  Norman,  Katt,  and  the 
prince  of  Wurtemberg  finalizing  themfelves  ex¬ 
tremely.  The  pruffian  huffars  diftinguifhed  them¬ 
felves  by  the  warm  reception  they  gave  the  auftrian 
horfe  grenadiers  ;  notwithftanding  their  artillery  took 
them  in  flank.  _  Lieut,  gen.  Leftewitz,  at  the  fame 
ime  attacked  with  the  pruffian  left  wing,  the  enemy’s 
redoubts,  which  covered  Reichenberg  ;  thou Hi  there 
were  many  defiles  and  rifing  grounds  to  pafs°  which 
were  all  occupied  by  the  enemy;  yet  the  mgiment 

o  Darmftadt  forced  the  redoubt,  and  put  to  flight, 

and  purlued  the  auftrians,  after  fome  difchargef  of 
heir  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  from  one  eminence  to 

htz^and  D*  ff?  d,fIanCn  0l  3  mi,e’  aS  far  as  Roch- 
htz  and  DorfFel.  In  fliort,  the  pruffians  gained  a 

complete  victory ;  the  battle  began  at  fix  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  and  continued  till  eleven.  -  His  hio-fi- 
nefs  the  duke  of  Bevern,  fhewed  great  courao-e  tnd 
mJ.tyy  IT, II.  The  loft  of  ,he  auftrians  wastot 
erable;  three  ftandards  were  taken,  and  all  their 
cannon  and  ammunition  waggons. 

Nor  was  marfhal  Schwerinlefs  fuccefsful.  He  en- 
emd  Bohemia  with  his  troops  in  five  columns,  driv- 
&  the  auftrians  before  him,  as  he  palled  the  defiles 

marc  ting  with  incredible  celerity,  he  reached  KonHf- 

ILkn  W the  Pbe’  ihe,  20th:  At  Trautenau,  two  a&u- 
^eneials,  and  the  princes  Xavier  and  Charles 

He  mad°en  himnf0Wl  VfCaf  t  falHng  im°  his  hands! 

out  onnn-v  f  r  mafter  ^  the  cirde  of  Buntlau  with- 

meal  Pheln IOn’  fe'Zin§  a  8Teat  magazine  of  corn  and 
meal,  belonging  to  the  auttrian  army.  He  foon  „f 

•penned  his  body  of  troops  ,o  thohe  of  hi  print 

h  H  n  Th°’  after  the  ba«le  of  ReirhenW 

I  Tcftt  tOWnrdS  Pl'agUe’  by  the  king’s  orders"” 

of  heTade 
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to  the  left,  which  cut  off  all  communication  between 
d’Aremberg’s  detachment,  and  the  main  army  of  the 
auftrians ;  and  puffing  his  advantage,  he  advanced 
with  prodigious  expedition  towards  Prague,  where  lie 
joined  marffal  Schwerin,  and  the  prince  of  Bevern. 

Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain’s  army  confided  of  about 
95,000  men,  being  joined  by  an  army  from  Moravia, 
the  remains  of  that  corps  which  was  beat  by  the  prince 
of  Bevern,  and  by  feveral  regiments  of  the  garrifon 
of  Prague.  It  had  taken  pod  on  the  banks  of  the 
Moldau,  near  that  city,  in  a  camp  almoft  inacceffible, 
with  his  left  wing  inclining  to  the  mountain  of  Zificha, 
and  his  right  towards  Sterboholi,  where  he  waited  on 
the  hill  the  approach  of  the  pruffian  army.  But  the 
king,  who  had  palled  the  Moldau,  with  defign  to 
attack  them,  refolved  to  turn  the  enemy’s  camp  ; 
for  which  purpofe,  his  army  defiled  by  Potfchernitz, 
towards  the  left,  which  count  Brown  perceiving,  de¬ 
filed  by  his  right,  to  avoid  being  taken  in  flank. 
The  pruffians  marched  beyond  Bichowitz,  traverfing 
defiles  and  moraffes,  which  feparated  their  infantry  a 
little :  this  infantry  having  made  its  attack  too  pre¬ 
cipitately,  was  the  firft  time  repulfed  •,  but  they  made 
a  frefh  attack,  and  forced  the  enemy  on  the  right. 
The  pruffian  cavalry  on  the  left,  after  three  charges 
obliged  the  auftrian  cavalry  on  the  right  of  their  army 
to  fly.  The  pruffian  centre  routed  the  infantry, 
and  puffed  quite  through  the  auftrian  camp.  The 
left  of  the  pruffian  army  then  marched  diredtly 
towards  Michelly,  where  it  was  joined  by  the_  ca¬ 
valry  and  cut  oif  the  auftrian  aimy,  whole  rignt^ 
was  running  away  towards  Salzawa.  I  he  ^  right  of 
the  pruffians  immediately  attacked  the  left  of  general 
Brown,  and  fuccefiively  feized  on  three  batteries  on 
different  eminences.  From  every  advantage  of  fitua- 
tion  the  ardour  of  the  pruffians  in  this  battle  drove  the 
enemy,  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  their  fovereign, 
and  filled  with  a  noble  enthufiafm  of  bravery,  which 

eenerallv  enfures  luccefs.  The  filefian  army,  which 
G  '  was 
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was  lead  to  a&ion  by  marffial  Schwerin,  had  a  very- 
rude  fhock  to  fuftain  ;  having  moralTes  to  pals,  pre¬ 
cipices  to  climby  and  batteries  to  face,  nothin;?  but 
the  prefence  of  the  king  could  have  animated  his  troops 
in  general  to  have  performed  fuch  prodigies  of  valour. 
Some  regiments  of  prufTian  horfe,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  a&ion,  fuffered  feverely.  The  foot  had  ftift 
gieatei  difficulties  to  lurmount  than  the  horfe  j  many 
generals  followed  the  example  of  the  firfl  field  mar- 
fltal,  by  difmounting,  and  leading  their  regiments 
sword  in  hand,  through  marfhes,  over  precipices,  and 
and  acrofs  1000  fires.  It  was  here  that  the  brave 
marffial  Schwerin  was  killed,  at  the  head  of  his  reo-i- 
ment,  with  the  colonel’s  ftandard  in  his  hand  :  The 
lols  of  fo  experienced  a  foldier,  was  almoft  a  balance 
to  a  vidory  ;  yet  the  enemy  alfo  fuffered  a  great  lofs, 
in  the  death  of  marffial  Brown,  who  was  wounded, 
but  not  mortally,  had  not  his  regret  made  his 
wound  fatal.  Never  was  vidory  more  complete  than 
this  of  Prague  •,  40,000  of  the  enemy  threw  them-> 
ielves  into  that  city,  and  the  reft  fled  towards  Bennef- 
chau  •,  a  vaft  number  was  flain,  and  near  10,000 
taken  prifoners  •,  the  camp,  military  cheft,  250  can¬ 
non,  and  all  the  trophies  of  the  completed:  vidory 
tell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  This  famous 
battle  was  fought  the  6th  of  may. 

^  His  pruflian  majefty  having  gained  fo  decifive  a 
victory,  convinced  the  world  that  he  knew  how  to 
improve  it  :  he  inftantly  inverted  Prague,  and  an 
army  within  its  walls  :  the  king  divided  his  forces 
into  two  bodies,  marffial  Keith  commanded  one, 
which  inverted  the  little  town  on  this  fide  the  Mol- 
dau  ;  and  the  king  in  perfon  with  the  other,  blocked 
up  the  old  city,  on  the  other  fide  the  river.  As  it 
was  defended  by  a  complete  army,  it  was  impof- 

j  0  ta^f  by  artault ;  yet  the  immenfe  garrifon 
made  it  probable,  that  famine  would  oblige  them  to 
surrender;  but  the  king  of  Pruffia  relolved  not  to 
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truft  folely  even  to  this,  but  made  great  preparations 
to  bombard  the  city  j  the  redoubts  and  batteries  be- 
ing  in  good  forwardnefs  by  the  23d  of  may,  the 
aultrians  made  a  well  conducted  and  defperate  fally 
with  10,000  men  :  they  attacked  a  battery  which 
was  not  finifhed,  but  were  repulled  feveral  times,  the 
adtion  lafting  three  hours  ;  but  at  day  break  they  re¬ 
tired  into  the  city,  in  fome  confufion,  not  being  able 
to  make  any  impreffion  on  the  prufiian  polls  *,  their 
defign  was,  alio  to  have  burnt  the  bridges  of  com¬ 
munication  on  the  Moldau.  His  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Bevern  commanded,  during  the  fiege,  an  army  of 
20,000  men  to  cover  it.  On  the  29th  of  may,  at 
night,  after  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  of  rain  and  thun- 
der,  on  the  fignal  of  a  rocket,  four  batteries,  which 
difcharged  every  24  hours,  288  bombs,  belides  a 
vaft  multitude  of  red  hot  cannon  balls,  began  to 
pour  deftrudtion  on  that  unfortunate  city,  which  was 
loon  in  flames  in  every  part ;  we  may  conceive  the 
horrors  that  reigned  in  Prague,  from  this  bombard- 
ment,  when  1 2,000  horfes  without  forage  were  ranged 
in  the  ftreets  and  fquares.  This  terrible  bombard¬ 
ment  continued  without  intermilfion  :  on  the  10th  of 
June,  a  red  hot  cannpn  ball  let  the  city  on  fire  near 
the  Moldau,  burnt  five  hours,  and  entirely  confumed 
the  fecond  quarter  of  the  new  city.  In  the  evening 
the  fire  broke  out  again,  and  the  wind  blowing  hard, 
fpread  very  faff,  levelling  every  thing  for  feveral 
hundred  yards.  Hie  bombardment  continued  incel- 
iantly  night  and  day,  fo  that  the  fire  was  no  fooner 
quenched  in  one  part,  than  it  broke  out  in  another  ; 
the  befiegers  often  feeing  it  burning  in  feven  or  eight 
places  at  once.  The  principal  magiftrates,  burghers, 
and  clergy,  feeing  their  city  on  the  point  of  being 
reduced  to  an  heap  of  rubbilh,  made  the  moft  mov¬ 
ing  fupplications  to  the  commander  to  lillen  to  terms. 
But  he  was  deaf  to  their  prayers,  and  hanged  up 
two  of  their  fenators,  who  were  more  importunate 

than 
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than  the  reft.  On  the  6th  of  june,  12,000  ufelefs 
mouths  were  driven  out  of  the  city;  and  the  pruf- 
fians  forced  them  in  again.  The  fury  of  the  bom¬ 
bardment  continued,  and  it  was  thought  that  the 
city  could  not  hold  out  much  longer.  Let  us  here 
for  a  moment  confider  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  emprefs  queen.  By  gaining  two  battles,  her 
enemy  was  in  pofleflion  of  half  Bohemia;  a  whole 
army,  and  the  capital  of  that  kingdom  was  on  the 
point  of  furrendering  to  him  ;  to  conclude  all,  her 
remaining  troops  were  terrified  with  former  de¬ 
feats.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  her  affairs,  when  a  ge¬ 
neral,  till  then  unknown,  began  to  turn  the  fortune 
of  the  war. 

This  was  Leopold  count  Daun,  who  never  had 
commanded  in  chief  before.  One  thing  remarkable 
concerning  him,  was,  that  although  he  was  of  a  very- 
noble  family,  yet  his  rile  in  the  imperial  fervice  was 
owing  merely  to  his  merit,  without  being  obliged  to 
any  court  favour  for  his  promotions.  He  had  gained 
experience  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  under  the 

greateft  generals,  and  in  the  molt  illuftrious  feenes  of 
aftion. 

This  commander  had  for.  fome  time  been  collect¬ 
ing  the  fcattered  remains  of  the  auftrian  army ;  and 
brought  them  within  a  few  miles  of  Prague,  always 
taking  care  to  encamp  on  fuch  inacceflible  eminences, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  attack  him  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  he  made  feveral  falfe  attacks  on  the  outward 
polls  of  the  pruflians,  with  his  huftars,  which  were 
oppofed  by  detachments  from  the  prince  of  Bevern’s 
aimy-  -At  marfhal  Daun  drew  into  the  important 
camp  at  Colin,  with  defign  to  embarrafs  the  pruflians. 

1  he  king  knowing  how  much  that  fituation  would 
accomphlh  Daun’s  defigns,  fearing  that  he  would  cut 
o  the  prince  of  Bevern’s  communication  with  the 
army  round  Prague,  and  hearing  that  he  was  actually 
neni  60,000  ltrong,  refolved  to  diflodge  him  ;  with 
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this  intention,  he  left  the  camp  before  Prague,  the 
1 3th  of  June,  to  take  the  command  of  that  corps,  in 
his  road  he  was  joined  by  feveral  detachments,  lb  that 
the  whole  number  of  his  army  was  about  32,000 
men.  On  the  1 8th,  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  his. 
majefty  attacked  the  auftrians,  fo  much  fuperior  in 
numbers  to  his  own  troops,  and  entrenched  in  one 
of  the  mod  advantageous  fituations  that  could  be 
•  chofen,  defended  by  an  immenfe  artillery.  Let  it  be 
•iufficient  to  fay,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  did  every 
thi  ng  on  this  occalion,  that  the  moft  impetuous  and 
belt  regulated  courage,  aftifted  by  that  noble  emula¬ 
tion,  infpired  by  the  remembrance  of  fo  many  victo¬ 
ries,  could  fuggeft.  The  pruffians  returned  to  the 
attack  feven  times,  and  never  fought  with  greater 
bravery.  Both  the  king’s  brothers  were  in  the  field, 
and  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expected  from  them. 
At  lad  his  majefty,  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  made 
one  furious  and  concluding  charge  •,  but  all  was  un- 
fuccefsful.  In  fhort,  his  majefty  was  obliged  to  draw 
off  his  troops  *,  having  fuffered  very  feverely  in  the 
action,  but  more  fo  from  defertions,  and  all  the  ill 
confequences  of  a  defeat.  We  muft  attribute  the  lofs 
of  this  battle  to  the  want  of  infantry  and  artillery, 
and  fighting  on  a  ground,  where  the  foot  could  not 
be  fuftained  by  the  horie  ;  befides  thefe,  the  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation  of  the  enemy,  fo  much  more  numer¬ 
ous  than  the  pruffians,  their  vaft  artillery,  the  great 
bravery  they  fhewed  in  the  acftion,  and  the  courage 
and  fkill  of  marfhal  Daun,  all  confpired  to  render  the 
great  efforts  of  the  pruffians  ufelefs  *.  , 

*  Soon  after  this  battle,  his  pruftian  majefty  wrote  the  following 
billet  to  one  of  his  generals  : 

“  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  bravery  of  my  troops, 

“  or  the  experience  of  my  officers.  I  alone  was  in  the  fault,  and! 

“  hope  to  repair  it.”  This  noble  and  candid  manner  of  owning  his 
faults,  raifed  the  king's  charader  as  an  hero  more  than  ever. 

Although 
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Although  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  defeated,  yet  his 
troops  retired  in  excellent  order  and  unpurfued.  Plis 
majefty  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege^  of  Prague  di¬ 
rectly  •,  marfhal  Keith  decamped  from  his  fide  the 
20th,  and  the  whole  army  prepared  with  expedition 
to  retire  into  Saxony,  By  the  1 6th  of  July  the  prul- 
fia,n  army  was  encamped  at  Leitmaritz,  and  the  head 
quarters  of  the  auftrians  atNifmes ;  the  pruffian  army 
were  matters  of  the  Elbe.  On  the  2 1  ft  he  quitted  this 
camp,  crofted  the  Elbe,  and  encamped  at  Lowoiitz  ; 
in  its  way  to  Linai ;  the  24th,  he  took  poft  at  Nollen- 
dorf,  leaving  marfhal  Keith  at  the  head  of  25,000 
men,  to  guard  the  pafles  that  lead  from  Bohemia  to 
Saxony.  During  the  retreat  of  the  pruffian  army, 
their  rear  and  out  parties  were  continually  infefted 
with  the  auftrians  ;  but  fuffered  little  from  them. 
The  26th,  the  king  and  his  brother  prince  Henry 
arrived  with  the  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pirna, 
where  they  encamped.  The  prince  of  Prufiia  had 
retreated  into  Lufatia  with  another  part  of  the  army. 
The  auftrians  followed  him,  and  the  latter  end  of 
July,  laid  the  town  of  Zittau  in  allies,  by  a  dread¬ 
ful  bombardment  *,  obliging  the  garrifon  to  furren- 
der.  The  prince  of  Pruffia  was  then  in  danger  of 
being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  were  increaf- 
ing  in  Lufatia  every  day  *,  but  to  prevent  this,  his 
pruffian  majefty  left  the  camp  near  Pirna,  the  begin- 
ing  of  auguft,  crofted  the  Elbe,  and  marched  with 
part  of  his  army  to  his  affiftance,  leaving  the  remain¬ 
der  under  marfhal  Keith,  to  guard  the  paft.es  of  the 
mountains  of  Bohemia.  By  making  this  forced 
march,  the  prince’s  army  was  relieved,  and  the  au¬ 
ftrians  obliged  to  retire  to  their  polls  on  the  right  : 
here  I  fhall  leave  his  majefty  for  the  prefent. 

1  he  battle  of  Colin  was  fought  at  a  mo  ft  critical 
moment.  The  king,  who  before  that  expedited  to 
be  mafter  of  Prague,  and  all  Bohemia,  in  a  few  days, 
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was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  with  loft,  and  was 

foreehP°Ut  °frd’at  kingd°m,  which,  a  little  time  be- 
*  •  fP,e<aed  to  conquer.  Had  his  majefty  only 

continued  the  liege  with  vigor,  and  let  the  prince  of 
evtin  have  watched  Daun  ;  or,  had  he  but  taken  a 

fk°e^wonST,S  3rmy -f°  ?ght  him>  hw  different  a 
i<ut  wou.u  this  campaign  have  wore. 
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CHAP.  xir. 

Motions  of  the  French.  Their  army  pafs  the  Rhine  and 
IVefer .  Army  of  obfervation  marches.  Rattle  of  Ha- 
ftenbeck.  Convention  of  Cloft  erf  event  Ruffians  enter 
Pruffia,  Rattle  of  Forkitten.  King  of  Prujfia  marches 
into  Lufatia.  Offers  the  auftrians  battle.  Marches 
into  Saxony.  Auftrians  attack  general  Winterfeldt. 
Swedes  enter  Pomerania.  General  Haddick  lays  Rerlin 
under  contribution.  Ruffians  retire.  Swedes  retire. 
Schweidnitz  taken.  Rattle  of  Rreftau.  Rreflau  taken \ 
Radftate  of  the  king  of  Pruffia' s  affairs. 


IObferved  before,  that  the  french  court  had  refolded 
.  to  *end  two  armies  into  Germany,  in  quality  of 
allies  to  the  emprels  queen.  The  principal  one  was 
really  defigped  againft  the  electorate  of  Hanover 
confiding  of  80,000  of  the  choiceft  troops  of  France’ 
commanded  by  marlhal  de  Eftrees,  having  under 
him  M.  de  Contades,  Mr.  Chevert,  and  the  count  de 
bt.  Germain,  officers  of  reputation  ;  Munfter  was 
feed  upon  for  the  head  quarters,  and  the  army  was 
m  full  march  in  the  latter  end  of  april,  when  it  eroded 
the  Rhine.  The  other  body  of  french  troops  was 
commanded  by  the  prince  de  Soubife,  which,  as  I 
before  faid,  was  defigned  to  ftrengthen  th^  army  of 
the  empire.  But  before  it  paffied  the  Rhine,  it  made 
ltfelf  mafter  of  Cleves,  Meurs,  and  Guelders,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  laying  the  country 
on  er  heavy  contributions.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
army  under  marffial  de  Eftrees  continued  its  rout  by 
flow  marches  towards  the  electorate  of  Hanover;  and 
to  oppole  him,  the  army  of  obfervation,  which  his 
ri  tannic  majefty  railed,  commanded  by  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  was  aflembled  by 
the  beginning  of  may,  and  confided  of  about  40,000 

hanoverians, 


I 


(  2l8  ) 

hanoverians,  andheffians;  the  part  of  Weftphalia  be¬ 
tween  the  Rhine  and  the  Weier  is  rough  and  barren, 
and  very  difficult  to  fubfift  an  army  in,  efpecially 
Rich  a  one  as  d  Eftrees’s,  which  was  encumbered 
with  a  vaft  quantity  of  baggage,  and  a  multitude  of 
ufelefs  mouths.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  threw  all 
the  obftacles  in  his  way  that  was  poffible,  but  they  were 
overcome  by  the  abilities  of  the  french  general  ;  who, 
by  his  fuperiority  of  numbers,  obliged  the  duke  to 
pafs  the  Wefer,  and  paffed  it  after  him  the  beginning 
of  july.  D’Eftrees  was  no  fooner  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Wefer,  than  he  laid  all  the  neighbouring  dates 
and  country  under  exceffive  contributions  :  the  land- 
graviate  of  Heffe  Caflel  was  the  firft  that  fuffered. 
Minden  on  the  Wefer,  and  Gottingen  on  the  Leine* 
received  french  garrifons,  without  oppofition.  The  - 
french  general,  from  his  camp  at  Stadt-OIdendorf, 
lent  to  the  regency  of  Hanover  a  requifition,  dated  the 
■21ft  of  july,  demanding,  that  deputies  fhould  be  fent 
to  their  head  quarters,  to  treat  about  contributions, 
&c.  About  this  time,  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
was  encamped  near  Hamelen,  marched  from  thence 
by  Vorenburg,  and  Haftenbeck  towards  Halle  •,  and 
the  better  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
if  poffible,  to  flop  their  progrefs  ♦,  his  royal  highnefs, 
on  the  19th  of  july,  detached  lieut,  general  Zaftrow, 
with  12,000  men,  to  feize  the  important  pafs  of 
Stadt-Oldendorf ;  but  he  came  too  late,  the  french 
being  already  in  poffieffion  of  it  :  Zaftrow  then  by  a 
forced  march  rejoined  the  duke’s  army,  at  Latford,  on 
the  Wefer.  On  the  20th,  d’Kflrees  advanced  with, 
his  whole  army  into  the  fine  plain  at  Stadt-Oldeldorf ; 
and  the  next  day  encamped  at  Elalle  ;  on  the  24th, 
the  french  drove  the  hanoverian  parties  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Latford  j  and  the  duke  perceiving  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  him,  drew  up  his 
army  on  the  height  between  the  Wefer  and  the  woods, 
with  his  right  towards  that  river,  and  his  left  clofe  to 
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the  wood,  the  village  of  Haftenbeck  being  in  his 
front.  In  the  evening  he  withdrew  all  his  out  pofts, 
and  the  army  laid  on  their  arms  all  night.  The 
25th  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  appeared,  march¬ 
ing  in  columns,  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  the 
hanoverians,  and  cannonaded  them  very  feverely  the 
whole  day,  with  an  artillery  much  fuperior  to  the 
duke’s  :  that  night  the  army  alfo  laid  on  their  arms. 
At  five  the  next  morning,  the  cannonade  began  again, 
with  great  fury,  upon  a  hanoverian  battery,  fupported 
by  the  hefiian  infantry  and  cavalry,  who  flood  the 
brunt  of  the  fire  with  incredible  bravery,  and  fteadi- 
nefs.  At  feven  in  the  evening,  the  firing  of  fmall 
arms  began  on  the  hanoverian  left  •,  the  cannonading 
continuing  for  6  hours,  all  the  while  without  inter- 
million.  The  duke  had  placed  fome  grenadiers  in 
the  wood,  who  finding  that  great  numbers  of  the 
enemies  troops  were  marching  about  them,  retired 
and  joined  the  left  of  the  army,  on  which  the  french 
poflefled  themfelves  of  the  hanoverian  battery  on 
the  left,  without  oppofition.  It  was  here  that  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Brurifwic  diftinguilhed  himfelfj 
by  attacking  and  repulfing  a  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  retaking  the  battery.  The  french  being 
in  pofleflion  of  a  height  that  flanked  both  the  duke’s  ' 
lines  of  infantry,  he  ordered  the  army  to  retreat, 
which  was  done  in  good  order,  to  Hamelen.  It  was 
confidently  laid,  that  his  royal  highnefs  had  won  the 
battle,  but  did  not  know  it  ;  thus  far  is  certain,  that 
the  french  who  marched  into  the  woods  of  Lauen- 
ftein,  were  feized  with  a  pannic,  fuppofing  they  were 
ready  .to  be  attacked  by  the  hanoverians,  and  fired  on 
one  another ;  and  if  their  confirmation  had  been 
known,  and  a  well  regulated  attack  had  been  made 
on  that  part  of  their  army,  it  would  probably  have 
been  defeated.  It  was  alferted  pofitively,  that  de 
Bftrees  had  word  brought  him  from  all  quarters,  that 
the  enemy  appeared  on  the  right  and  left,  and  were 

going 
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going  to  flank  him,  which  determined  him  to  alter  his 
dilpofition. 

1  he  duke  of  Cumberland,  from  Hamelen,  retreated 
to  Hoya,  where  he  encamped ;  but  moved  to  Verden, 
n  tlie  1 2  th  auguft.  On  the  6th  of  that  month, 
marfhal  d’  Eft  tees  refigned  his  command,  to  marfhal 
duke  de  Richelieu,  who  fuperieded  him,  by  means 
of  madam  de  Pompadour’s  intereft  with  the  king  of 
France.  Richelieu  advanced  faft  upon  the  hanoveri- 
ans  ;  the  duke  of  Cumberland  retreated  towards 
Stade :  and  Bremen  opened  its  gates  to  the  conque¬ 
ror.  By  the  beginning  of  feptember,  the  duke  was 
encamped  under  the  cannon  of  Stade. 

By  his  royal  highneis’s  retreating  after  the  battle  of 
Haftenbeck,  into  the  dutchy  of  Bremen,  he  was 
cooped  up  without  a  poflibility  of  efcaping  from  the 
french,  unlefs  there  had  been  a  fleet  of  ihips  ready 
at  Stade,  to  have  embarked  his  army  for  England, 
where  they  would  have  done  no  good  ;  but  7f  the 
duke  had  retired  towards  Magdeburg,  his  army  would 
have  been  of  great  fervice  to  the  caufe,  by  joining 
the  troops  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  once  more 
oppofing  the  french  ^  for  it  was  to  be  expeded,  that 
they  would  not  content  themfelves  with  the  pofieffion 
of  Hanover,  but  would  march  againft  the  king  of 
PrufTia,  as  foon  as  poftible.  The  plan  which  his  royal 
highnefs  followed,  had  very  different  confequences. 
Under  the  mediation  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  the 
remarkable  convention  of  Clofter-Seven  was  ligned, 
the  8th  of  feptember,  by  which  38,000  hanoverians 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  had  quarters  aftigned  them 
by  the  french  general,  in,  and  round  about  Stade,  out 
of  which  they  were  not  to  move.  The  troops  of 
Heffe,  Brunfwic  *,  and  Saxe-Gotha,  were  fent  back  to 
their  rel'pedive  countries,  and  difpofed  of  as  it  was 
agreed  between  their  fovereigns,  and  the  king  of 
France. 


*  Vide  appendix. 
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Hiftory,  I  believe,  can  hardly  produce  a  cafe  pa¬ 
rallel  to  this.  That  an  army  of  above  40,000  fhould 
by  a  convention,  and  without  fighting,  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  become  prifoners  of  war,  (only  under  a 
different  name)  is  really  to  me  aftonifhing.  All  the 
remarks  I  fhall  add  on  this  unaccountable  affair  are, 
that  the  king  ot  Prufila  this  campaign,  with  32,000 
men  attacked  marfhal  Daun  with  60,000  and  fought 
that  delperate  battle  I  have  before  fpoke  of:  with 
25,000  the  fame  monarch  afterwards  gained  the  battle 
ot  Rofbach,  againft  50,000  french,  &c.  and  laftly, 
the  battle  of  Minden  was  gained  by  40,000  men 
againft  95,000  french.  So  much  depends  on  the 
commander  of  an  army  !  But  to  quote  more  inftances 
of  this  nature  would  be  tedious  ;  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke’s  abilities  have  before  been  dilplayed  m  the 
plains  of  Fontenoy,  more  confpicuoufly  than  it  is  in 
my  power  to  paint  them. 

The  french  army  having  thus  glorioully  ended  the 
campaign  in  Hanover.  Marfhal  Richelieu  marched 
his  troops  towards  the  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Prufila.  I  before  oblerved,  that  befides  this  army, 
tne  french  fent  another  into  Germany,  under  the 
prince  de  Soubile  •  which  joined  the  troops  of  the 
empire,  and  were  in  full  march  to  attack  the  king  of 
I  rufha.  I  fhall  leave  the  operations  of  thefe  two  ar¬ 
mies  for  the  prefent,  and  turn  towards  another  quar¬ 
ter,  where  we  fhall  find  new  enemies  advancing  againft 
his  pruffian  majefty.  0  0 

The -ruffian  army  of  So, 000  men,  had  been  ad¬ 
vancing  by  dilatory  marches  for  feme'  time,  under 
tne  fie  d  marfhal  Apraxin.  They  had  got  no  further 
ti‘an  Wrlna,  by  the  6th  of  june,  in  their  way  towards 

avow  no,  the  general  rendezvous.  And  at  the  fame 
time,  lome  ruffian  cruifers  blocked  up  the  ports  of 
omglberg,  and  Memel.  However,  in  the  bemn- 
mg  of  july,  the  ruffians  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
lemel  j  they  then  divided  their  forces,  one  body  be- 
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ing  commanded  by  Apraxin  himfelf,  and  the  other  by 
general  Fermor.  Marfhal  Lehwald,  at  the  head  of 
about  30,000  pruflians,  commanded  in  Pruffia;  the 
14th  of  july  he  quitted  his  camp  at  Infterburg,  and 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Welaw,  with  de- 
lign  to  cover  Konigfberg.  The  ruiTian  general  fent 
numerous  detachments  over  mod  parts  of  Pruffia* 
burning  and  destroying  the  country  with  the  moft 
horrid  barbarity.  Lehwald  finding  himfelf  not  ftrong 
enough  to  cover  the  country,  and  protect  it  from  the 
favage  enemy,  refolved  to  attack  their  main  army,  irt 
its  entrenchments;  which  he  did  on  the  30th  of  au- 
guft.  The  ruffian  army  amounting  to  80,000  regu¬ 
lars,  was  entrenched  in  a  moft  advantageous  camp, 
near  Norkitten.  It  was  compofed  of  four  lines,  each 
of  which  was  defended  by  an  entrenchment,  with  a 
numerous  artillery,  and  batteries  placed  on  all  the 
eminences.  Lehwald’s  army  hardlyconfiftedof  30,000 
men.  The  attack  began  at  5  in  the  morning,  and 
was  carried  on  with  fo  much  vigor,  that  the  pruflians 
entirely  broke  the  whole  firft  line  of  the  enemy,  and 
forced  all  their  batteries.  The  ruffian  cavalry  was 
routed,  and  a  regiment  of  grenadiers  cut  in  pieces. 
But  when  marfhal  Lehwald  came  up  to  the  fecond  en¬ 
trenchment,  feeing  that  he  could  not  attempt  to  carry 
it  without  expofing  his  whole  army,  took  the  refo- 
lution  to  retire,  which  he  did  in  excellent  order,  with¬ 
out  the  enemy’s  ever  ftirring  out  of  their  entrench¬ 
ments  to  purfue  him.  The  lofs  of  the  pruflians  did 
not  exceed  3000  men  ;  but  it  was  very  evident,  that 
the  ruffians  muft  have  loft  four  times  as  many,  al¬ 
though  conquerors  ;  the  pruflians  loft  1 1  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  Lehwald,  after  the  battle,  returned  to  his  camp 
at  Welaw  ;  but  in  a  few  days  changed  its  pofition,  en¬ 
camping  at  Peterfwalde.  That  great  general,  though 
defeated,  was  more  formidable,  after  the  battle,  to  the 
ruffians,  than  they  were  to  him  ;  he  maintained  his 
pofts,  and  kept  diem  from  advancing. 

In 


# 
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In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Prufiia  was  verv  hard 
puffed  himfelf.  I  left  him  juft  retired  into  Saxony 
after  the  unfortuaate  battle  of  Collin.  Findino-  that 
the  auftrian  army  made  the  greateft  efforts  towards 
Lufatia ;  the  prince  of  Pruftia,  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  had  ported  himfelf  near  Walterfdorf,  to  cover 
the  country  •,  but,  as  marlhal  Daun  advanced  very 
brifldy  towards  him,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  fur- 
rounded  :  upon  which,  the  king,  who  was  near  Dref- 
den  with  his  army,  croffed  the  Elbe,  the  latter  end  of 
July,  and  advanced  to  the  affiftance  of  the  prince  his 
brother,  whole  army,  with  this  reinforcement,  then 
amounted  to  45,000  men  ;  leaving  25,000  men  under 
Keith,  at  Lenai,  on  the°  other  fide  of  the 
Elbe.  T he  king  marched  to  Bautzen,  where  he  join- 
ed  the  prince.  By  his  majefty’s  orders,  marfhal  Keith 
marched  from  Lenai  through  Drefden,  with  20  bat¬ 
talions  and  40  fquadrons,  croffed  the  El  be,  and  joined 
airn  at  Bautzen,  leaving  prince  Maurice  of  Anhaff 
Deffau,  with  12  battalions  and  10  fquadrons  encamp¬ 
ed  at  Pirna,  to  check  the  incurfions  of  the  auftrian 

PUhrS-  rThkin/*  ^  after  the  junlion  with 

Keitn,  confided  01  60,000  men,  he  marched  the 
30th  of  july  from  Bautzen,  towards  Gorlitz,  upon 
which,  the  auftnans  retired  from  Labau,  encamping 
between  Gorlitz  and  Ztttau.  The  king  havingTdf 
feveral  mouons  took  poll  on  the  ,5th  of  auguft  at 
oudm.  It  was  here  that  he  had  continual  advTces  of 
the  approach  of  the  army  of  the  emp.re,  and  the 
trench  under  Soubife,  towards  Saxony  j  as  they  J 
vanced  very  fall,  he  refolved  to  leave  LuftS  and 
mairh  his  army  agamlt  them  ;  but  as  he  wanted  ex 
ZmuJ  S  “  fiSk  'he  auftnans,  he  endeavored 

rte  1 6th  ti'  ,m'anS  ‘I  bri"S  them  to  a  battl<=  i  on 
aullrians '  Ti*'"  ”r,  hlS,  army  %,:t  of  the 

‘  ^  A  next  day  he  reconnoitred  their  firm  ' 

;  and’  to  leave  nothing  undone  that  miafit  brin- 
on  an  action,  he  fent  general  Winterfeldt,  with  iff  000 

men. 


/ 
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men,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Neifle,  to  try  to  take 
mem  in  flank.  Finding  it  impoflible  to  draw  them 
to  a  battle,  he  fuddenly  decamped,  leaving  the  prince 
of  Bevern,  prince  Ferdinand,  and  general  Winter- 
terreidt,'  with  30,000  men  near  Gorlitz,  to  obferve 
the  auftnans.  His  majefty  took  the  road  to  Drefden 
wheie  he  arrived  the  29th,  in  his  way  towards  Fr- 
turth,  with  defign  to  fight  the  french  and  imperia- 

ilivof 

No  fooner  was  his  majefty  gone,  but  the  auftnans 
came  out  of  their  camp,  and  began  to  fhew  them- 
ielves  every  where.  On  the  17th  of  feptember,  15,000 
auftiians  attacked  two  battalions  of"  Winterfeldfs  ar- 
mv,  which  they  cut  in  pieces;  and,  as  the  p-eneral 
Acib  maiching  to  their  a(f  fiance,  he  received  a  wound 
of  which  he  foon  after  died.  The  Jofs  of  fo  brave  a 
general,  was  the  greateft  which  the  pruffians  fuftained 
on  this  occafion.  Indeed,  the  king  of  Pruffia  was 
at  this  time  very  hard  prefled  by  his  enemies ;  in  the 
beginning  of  this  month,  22,000  fwedes  penetrated 
into  pruffian  Pomerania,  and  laid  the  neighbouring 
country  under  contribution.  Berlin  itfelf  was  alio  in 
clanger,  from  another  quarter.  General  Haddick  with 
a  large  detachment  of  troops  from  the  auftrian  army 
at  Gorlitz,  by. forced  marches  pierced  through  Lu- 
ititia,  part  of  Brandenburg,  and  prefented  himlelf  be- 
foie  Beilin,  on  the  1 6th  of  odtober  ;  the  next  day, 
the  city  paid  him  a  contribution  of  200,000  crowns, 
on  which  he  retired  precipitately,  on  hearing  that 
prince  Maurice  was  advancing  againft  him.^  The 
prince  let  out  from  i  orgau  the  15th,  and  arrived  at 
Berlin  on  the  1 8th,  only  one  day  too  late. 

x  he  ruffians,  in  the  mean  time,  after  exercifino; 
fuch  baroanties,  .is  would  fhock  humanity  to  relate 
them,  made  a  moft  precipitate  retreat  out  of  Pruffia  ; 
they  began  their  march  the  13th  of  feptember,  leav¬ 
ing  their  lick  and  wounded  to  the  amount  of  near 

they  gained  three  marches  on  Lehwald, 

V  fo 


io3ooo  men 
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fo  that,  although  he  difpatched  prince  George  of  FO? 
ftein,  with  10,000  men  to  purfue  them,  °they  were 
got  too  far.  They  took  their  rout  through  Litlur 
rua  towards  Ruffia.  This  retreat  enabled  mar/hal 
Tehwald  to  turn  his  arms  againft  the  fwedes  ;  he  not 
only  recovered  that  part  of  pruffian  Pomerania  which 
the  enemy  had  conquered  ;  but  alfo,  all  fwedilh  Po- 
meran.a,  except  the  town  of  Stralfund  ;  leaving  rheir 
al.y,  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  to  feel  the  weiTdit  of 
the  pruffian  arms  This  nation  did  nothing  to'make 

often  be0"!?  °f  thClrrTarlike  anCeftors,  who  had  fo 
°^en  been  the  tenor  of  Germany, 

His  pruffian  majefty’s  affairs  wore  a  more  melan- 

T r n  9 f  10  S,l!efia',  The  kinS  was  n«  fooner  gone 

vffice^fm  7’  I,'3’'1  thC  3uftrians  P°L,red  into  that  pro¬ 
vince,  from  all  quarters.  One  body  of  them  had 

Xer  bef0re.SchWeid^Z  ‘He  27th  of 

nfvember  T1  n0t  T'tulate  before  the  ”th  of 
november.  The  prince  of  Severn  was  encamped  near 

Breflau,  to  watch  the  motions  of  prince  Charles,  with 

he  main  army  who  was  near  him,.  On  the  taking 

of  Schweidnitz  (with  a  garrifon  of  4000  men  )  the 

!r  JOinrd  prince  Charks  “<1 

to  ai  a'l  r  „nCar  wl’cn  11  ™  determined 

to  attach  the  prince  of  Bevern  in  his  intrenchmenrs 
under  the  walls  of  that  city,  which  was  executed  the 
22d  of  november,  with  a  treble  fuperiority  of  num 

inaffitfSditv110  T1S  fU7red  thdr  attack  vvith  amaz- 

n&  intiepidity.  J  he  auftnans  loft  near  20,000  men 

offatdeParndlthei;anny  ^  retired  from  the  field 

]utions  A  !  ■  Prc  ,an  genCraIs  t00k  the  hune  refo- 

deal  in  the  enablement”  Til 7  fljftered  a  8reat 

of  a  total  defeat  I  f  ]  beCame  aPPrehenfive 
be  forced  inan  ’D  t  X ae,r.inti;enchnaents  fhould 

hind  the  Oder.7  Xn  ffeTtl ie  7*  7  rctired  be' 

-nd  with  amazement  faw  themfelves  mattes  "f  t hi 

^  fie  Jd 
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field  of  battle,  which  they  had  but  juft  been  obliged 
to  relinquifh.  There  certairly  was  fomething  very 
ambiguous  in  the  conduct  of  the  pruftian  generals  in 
Silefia ;  the  king  found  the  want  of  old  marfhal 
Schwerin  more  than  ever.  One  thing,  to  appearance, 
was  very  remarkable,  and  gave  rife  to  a  thoufand 
conjectures  ;  the  prince  of  Bevern,  two  days  after  the 
battle,  as  he  was  reconnoitring  without  efcort,  and 
attended  only  by  a  groom,  was  taken  by  an  advanced 
party  of  Croats,  a  fmall  body  of  whom  had  palled 
the  Oder.  The  auftrians  immediately  improved  their 
victory  ;  their  advantage,  though  very  dearly  bought, 
was  followed  by  many  others  ;  Breflau  capitulated 
the  24th  ;  and  here  they  found,  as  at  Schweidnitz, 
vaft  quantities  of  provilion,  ammunition,  and  mo¬ 
ney.  Almoft  all  Silefia  was  on  the  point  of  falling 
into  their  hands.  Indeed,  the  fituation  of  his  pruf- 
fian  majefty  at  this  time,  was  terrible.  Part  of  Pruf- 
fia  laid  wafte  by  the  brutal  ferocity  of  the  ruffians  ; 
part  of  Pomerania  by  the  fwedes  :  all  his  weftphalian 
dominions,  together  with  Halberftadt,  and  part  of 
Magdeburg,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  french,  who  were 
making  incurfions  even  into  Brandenburg  :  Berlin  it- 
felf  laid  under  contributions  ;  Silefia  conquered  by  the 
auftrians ;  and  laftly,  Saxony  and  Lufatia  partly  eat 
up  by  the  auftrians,  and  the  army  of  the  empire,  join¬ 
ed  with  the  french.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  this  mo¬ 
narch’s  dominions.  For  the  prefent  we  mu  ft  leave  him, 
marching  to  defend  Saxony,  againft  the  prince  of  Sou- 
bife. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

'Affairs  in  England.  Parliamentary  affairs.  Tranf- 

afj°rnS  ?/  fea"  Secre£  ^edition  againft  ■  Rochfort 
Mifcarnes.  Court  Martial.  Affairs  in  north  Am  ’ 

rica.  Troops  embark  for  Louijlurg.  The  Ex¬ 
pedition  laid  aflde.  Iiolbourn’s  fleet  fluttered  in  a 
form.  Fort  William  Henry  taken.  Affairs  in  Germa 

Rf*t  Priffta  mZZZo 

l  i  l  a  aB  J,  °f  Ll$aU'  Bre^au  taken-  Schweidnitz 

ImkftJotarqUere^  PrUjfmn  and  aufirian 

armies  go  into  winter  quarters.  Violent  exceffes  of  the 
french  in  Hanover.  Hanoverian  army  refumes  its  arms 
Siege  of  Harbourg.  They  go  intf  winter  uartZ' 
Recapitulation  of  the  events  of  the  year  1 757.^ 

N  the  mean  time,  the  englifh  were  plumino-  them- 
felves  with  the  viftories  of  their  illuftrious  allv  • 
they  won  none  themfelves.  The  miniftry  was'  chi- 

■  Xd'oTco  btX? 

c  ScXfiL  french  77 

are  not  of  any  oreac  „ But  thefe  a^°ns 

quence  in  themfdves  The  tranfad'3"7  ,COnfe' 

parliament,  were  indeed  L  111  the  bri^i 

confequence  of  fever^  r  ?  m°7  imP°rtance.  In 

majeftv,  they  had  ar  V  PeccheSand  meifages  from  his 
J  7,  ry  had  at  different  tunes,  between  January 

X2  and 
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and  may,  granted  his  majefty,  for  the  year  1 75/ 5  up* 
wards  of  8,350,000  1.  *. 

In  the  month  of  June,  there  happened  an  unex¬ 
pected  change  in  the  englifh  miniftry,  which  will  juftly 
be  reckoned  a  remarkable  sra,  in  the  englifh  hiitory. 
A  coalition  of  parties  was  hardly  hoped  for;  but  yet 
it  was  brought  about.  Mr.  Pitt  was  again  reftored 
to  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate ;  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  and 
Mr.  Fox  was  appointed  pay-mafter  of  the  forces. 
This  arrangement  gave  very  general  fatisfadion  :  the 
nation  were  fanguine  in  their  hopes  of  better  fuccefs 
in  the  war,  now  the  violence  of  parties  were  extin- 
guifhed,  and  the  new  miniftry  formed  a  fcherne  to  gra¬ 
tify  this  eager  defire.  It  is  now  time  to  give  feme 
account  of  it. 

As  one  captain  Clerk  was  returning  from  Gibraltar, 
in  his  way  to  England,  in  1754;  he  came  along  the 
weftern  coaft  of  France.  And  by  the  politenefs  of 
the  governor  of  Rochefort,  w^as  fhewn  the  dock,  for¬ 
tifications,  and  every  thing  elfe  in  that  city.  In  July, 
1757,  he  was  ordered  to  communicate,  to  fir  John 
Ligonier,  what  obfervations  he  had  made  there  ;  he 
accordingly  wrote  him  an  account  of  the  fortifications, 
reprefenting  them  lo  bad,  that  the  miniftry  refolved 
to  undertake  an  expedition  againft  it ;  and  were  de¬ 
termined  in  this  refolution,  on  feeing  an  authentic 
account  of  the  military  force  of  France,  which  they 
alio  received  in  july,  By  this  it  appeared,  that  the 
french  army,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  confifted 
only  of  157,347  men,  including  militia.  In  auguft. 


*  For  the  navy 
For  the  army 
F"or  the  heffians 
For  the  hanoverians 
Sun  dry  s  • — 


3,503,94°  1. 
2,398,197 
300,572 

74>478 

2,072,813 


8,350,000 


*755; 


■ 
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1755’  an  augmentation  was  made  of  2g  ooo  W  ' 
and  2500  dragoons.  In  december  following  rro  * 
hor/e  were  further  raifed.  It  alfo  appeared  V?his 
memorial,  that,  in  jujy  r  757,  the  whole  french  army 
(without  reckoning  the  militia  and  invalids,  which 

were  about  67,000)  was  under  200,000  men  The 

rflands  of  Minorca  Corfim  a  •  •  f  ne 

x\t  n.  1  ’  VwOUlca>  with  America,  and  the 

tit- Indies,  took  up  30,000  men.  Maihal  d’Eltree’s 

Zm7:  f‘he  •*"  complete,  would  amount 

tnnn  5  Rjchelieus  to  32,000  }  a  body  of  6  or 
7000  in  garrnon  at  foulon,  Marfeilles,  &c.  By 
which  it  appears,  that  there  were  160,000  mJar 
ti  oops  employed,  40,000  then  remained  for  ^arrifons 

S  th;  fr0ntijrs,  of  Switze, landfSS 

Vallejo  R.t  erV"d  the  coaft-  2°.°o°  from  St. 

to  Lfrdeaox?”’  “  J0'000  more  from  St.  Valle, y 

rlufr'hk'to  it  appeared  to  the  minirtry, 

‘  he  particular  ports  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  France 

muit  be  very  weakly  garrifoned.  A  confidence  ?,? 

ducement  to  undertake  the  expedition.  Sir  E  l  'i  d 

Hawke  recervedyris  orders  in  the  beginning  rf  ^ 

fedl  the  ft  m  ooniequence  repaired  to  Spithead,  tocol- 

olrim  mKgAgC  m'  ,In  ,he  feet  inltruflio,  s 
lumm,  and  fir  John  Mordaunt,  the  o-ener>l  nf 

land  forces,  they  were  direfted  o  make  rhl  aL  Ir 

Zn  m  i  Z  “  C3ft  «  fueceeded,  or  foiled 
ort  1  Oiic.nf5  or  Bourdeaux  were  nevr  m  k  r 5 

dered,  as  the  moil  important  objects  of  thek  arm?  a 

camp  had  been  formed  in  the  ifle  of  W  i  ’  ^ 

hnce  the  beginning  of  auo-nrt-  ^  ra  W  ever 

buffs,  the  W *K L T T ’ ’  Tfifhn§  of  the  old 

Brudenel’s  Loudon  s  To  ^  S’  n-  ,ume  s’  Clodion’s, 
Bentinck’s  regtaems  of  Z7  “  *»j 

SSnTft  ™  “K  fo™ 

forces  were^o"Zrt^^; 

^  3  convoyed 
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convoyed  by  a  grand  fleet  *  of  men  of  war.  This, 
noble  armament  failed  the  8th  of  feptember.  On  the 
20th,  they  made  the  ifle  of  Qleron,  in  the  bay  of 
Bifcay,  over  againft  Rochfort.  The  23d,  they  came 
in  fight  of  the  little  ifland  of  Aix,  which  lies  in  the 
month  of  the  river,  leading  up  to  Rochfort.  Capt. 
Howe,  by  order  of  the  admiral,  in  the  Magnanime, 

attacked  the  fort  on  this  ifland.  Lord  B - m, 

who  went  a  volunteer  -f,  in  another  fhip  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  has  fince  told  me,  that  although  the  objedt  of 
Mr.  Howe’s  attack  was  but  inconflderable,  yet  his  con¬ 
duct  in  it  was  admirable.  The  french,  when  he  came 
within  gun-fhot,  fired  ineffectually  at  him  ;  he  received 
their  fire,  and  continued  to  bear  down  with  the  great- 
eft  compofure,  till  he  dropt  his  anchors  clofe  under, 
the  walls  of  the  fort,  and  then  began  fo  terrible  and, 
inceflant  a  fire,  that  his  fhip  feemed  to  be  one  conti¬ 
nued  flame  ;  in  about  an  hour,  the  governor  ftruck 
his  flag,  when  the  fmoak  cleared  up,  and  difeovered 
not  a  fort,  but  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 

On  the  25th,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  by  de¬ 
fire  of  general  Mordaunt,  to  confider  of  the  expedi- 


*  Confiding 

of  th£  following 

fhips  ; 

Guns. 

Guns. 

Royal  George 

100 

Intrepid 

64 

Ramilies 

90 

Medway 

64 

Neptune 

9° 

Dunkirk 

60 

Namure 

go 

Achilles 

60 

Princefs  Amelia 

80 

America 

60 

Barfleur 

80 

6  Frigates 

Royal  William 

84 

2  Bombketches 

Magnanimc 

80 

2  Fire  fhips 

Torbay 

74 

-  2  Hofpital  fliips 

Dublin 

74 

6  Cutters. 

Bui  ford 

74 

*[•  This  amiable  young  nobleman,  has  fince  attended  the  army 
under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  as  a  volunteer,  in  two  cam¬ 
paigns.  lie  was  taken  very  ill  at  the  latter  end  of  the  firft,  at  Caffel, 
fo  that  lord  Granby  defired  him  not  to  rifle  his  health  by  venturing 
on  a  fecond  campaign  ;  but  his  lordfhip’s  great  bravery,  and  ea¬ 
ger  inclination  to  ferve  his  country,  rendered  him  deaf  to  all  in¬ 
treaties. 

ency 
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ency  of  landing  to  attack  Rochfort,  in  which  it  was 
granted  by  every  body,  that  landing  could  be  effected  • 
but  that  the  place  could  not  be  taken  by  efcalade.  Th  * 
general  then  defired  another,  which  was  held  on  the 
path,  and  wherein  it  was  alfo  unanimoufly  arneed,  that 
it  was  advifeable  to  land  the  troops  with  all  poffible 
ddpatch.  Immediately  the  difpofition  was  made  for 
the  landing,  under  admiral  Broderick,  and  all  the 
captains  ;  part  of  the  troops  were  in  the  boats  •,  when 
on  t  le  30th,  the  admiral  received  a  letter  from  Air. 

rodenck,  importing,  that  the  generals  were  come  to 
a  resolution  not  to  land  that  night,  but  to  wait  till 
next  morning  Sir  Edward  Hawke  then  fent  to  know 
ot  nr  John  Mordaunt,  whether  the  general  officers 
had, any  further  military  operations  to  propofe  •,  that 

.  ,  le{  had  n°r>  he  intended  to  proceed  to  England 
with  the  Iquadron  without  Iofs  of  time  :  in  anfwer  to 
which,  fir  John  informed  him,  that  having  talked 
IT  OVER  with  the  general  officers,  they  all  agreed  in 

n?rS  fn§  7Sly  t0  Ensland  ;  and  accordingly,  this 
fth  of  o™bS  armlda  ‘,rrived  at  St-  Hdlen’s  the 

forS’o,0"4  tilere “Fpear  fo  S'ntral  a  difcontent,  as 
evnHV  rouS10UL  tne  nation,  on  the  failure  of  this 
expedition  •,  it  was  equalled  by  nothing  but  the  ar¬ 
dent  expectations  of  fuccefs  before  the°  fleet  failed. 

1  Jr  Pany  1  ad  the  blame  on  the  minifters,  who 
p  anned  the  fcheme.  The  other  laid  all  the  fault  on 
ue  commanders,  who  ought  to  have  executed  it 
But  his  majefty,  by  his  warrant  of  the  iftof  novem- 

general  officers,  to  enquire 

mer  fc  i  °  ?!  failure  of  the  expedition  ;  key 

reafons  v'hvrh^  tIieir.  rePorB  affigned  feveral 
fo  manv  IhQ  w  exBedltl0n  failed  5  which  realons  were 

manden  The  «  the  COndu<a  of  the  comh 

Marlhnmno-n  1  n ra  °®cers  were,  the  duke  of 

grave.  0  ’  d  George  Sackviile,  and  gen.  Wald. 

0^4  This 
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This  determination  of  the  board  of  enquiry,  was 
far  from  being  fatisfa&ury  to  his  majefty  ^  by  another 
warrant,  dated  the  3d  of  december,  a  general  court 
marlhal  *  was  appointed  to  fit  upon  the  trial  of  fir 
John  Mordaunt,  which  met  the  14th,  and  continued 
fitting  till  the  20th  ;  when  they  all  unanimoufiy  were 
of  opinion,  that  fir  John  Mordaunt  was  not  guilty  of 
the  charge  exhibited  againft  him,  and  did  therefore 
acquit  him.  # 

To  determine  where  the  fault  of  the  expedition’s 
failing,  really  laid,  is  a  matter  very  difficult.  We 
found,  that  a  board  of  officers  cenfured  the  comman¬ 
der,  on  account  of  his  behaviour,  and  a  court  martial 
acquitted  him ;  the  greater  number  of  the  publica¬ 
tions,  (many  of  them  very  ftupid  ones)  we  read  on 
this  affair,  the  more  we  ffiall  be  perplexed.  Thus, 
much,  I  think  feems  pretty  plain ;  that  the  fcheme 
of  making  a  diverfion  on  France,  with  defign  to  affift 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  by  drawing  the  french  troops* 

*  And  confifted  of  the  following  members. 

Lieut,  general  Lord  Tyrawley,  prefident. 

Lieut,  general  Charles  lord  Cadogan, 

Lieut,  general  John  Guife, 

Lieut  general  Richard  Onflow, 

Lieut,  general  Henry  Pulteney, 

Lieut  general  fir  Charles  Howard, 

Lieut,  general  John  Hufke, 

Lieut,  general  John  lord  Delawar, 

Lieut,  general  James  Cholmondeley. 

Major  general  Maurice  Rockland, 

Major  general  William  earl  of  Panmure, 

Major  general  William  earl  of  Ancram, 

Major  general  William  earl  of  .Harrington* 

Major  general  George  earl  of  Albemarle, 

Major  general  Henry  Holmes, 

Major  general  Alexander  Drurv, 

Major  general  John  Moyftyn, 

Major  general  Edward  Carr. 

Colonel  William  Kingfley, 

Colonel  Alexander  Duroure, 

Colonel  Bennct  Noel. 

Charles  Gould,  deputy  judge  advocate  general. 
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out  of  Germany,  was  a  good  one ;  provided  there 
were  not  troops  enough  in  every  part  of  that  coaiL 
to  defend  ltfelf.  It  did  not  appear  that  this  was 
not  the  cafe  at  Rochfort ;  I  fhould  aifo  fuppofe" 
that  the  month  of  feptember  was  too  late  for  fuch  an 
expedition,  efpecially  in  the  boifterous  bay  of  Bifcay. 
In  fliort,  the  defign  was  not  planned  in  a  perfed  man¬ 
ner,  by  the  miniftry :  and  we  muft  fay  the  fame  of 
the  execution  ;  there  were  fome  miftakes,  which  joined 
to  the  former,  rendered  it  ineffectual.  But  the  mi- 
niftiy  certainly  deferved  praife  in  one  particular  (al¬ 
though  in  fome  others,  the  plan  might  be  defective) 
m  forming  a  delign  to  employ  with  advantage  our 
naval  force,  in  an  expedition,  which,  had  it  fucceeded 
would  have  been  of  great  confequence,  if  not  by  af- 

fifting  the  king  of  Pruffia,  at  leak  in  deftroying  the 
lource  of  the  naval  power  of  France.  ° 

.  The  operations  of  the  britifh  arms  in  north  Arne 
nca  were  not  more  brilliant.  I  left  admiral  Hoi- 
bourn  juft  arrived  at  Hallifax,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  from  England  with  a  grand  fleet*  and  ford 

Aips,  including  thole  which  were 
of  the  line,  and  1 2  frigates. 


*  Confifting  of  the 
sn  north  America,  viz. 

Ships.  Men. 

Newark  y00 

Invincible  yco 

Grafton  CQO 

Terrible  630 

Northumberland  520 
Captain 
Orford 
Bedford 


580 

520 


NafTau 

Sunderland 

Defiance 

Tilbury 

Kingfton 

Windfor 

Sutherland 

Winchelfea 

Succefs 


480 

480 

400 

400 

400 

400 

35° 

306 

160 

*5° 


following 
one  fhip 
Guns. 
80 

74 

68 

74 

68 

68 

68 

64 

64 

64 

64 

64 

60 

54  . 
5° 

*4 

22 


Ships. 

Port  Mahon 
Nightingale 
Kennington 
Elphingham 
Ferrit  Hoop 
Furnace  bomb 

- - —  ditto 

Vulture  iloop 
Hunter 
Speedwell 
Hawke 

Gibraltar’s  prize 
Jamaica 
Lightning  fire  Ihip  50 


Men. 

150 

*5° 
1 50 

150 
1 20 
100 
100 
1 00 
100 
90 
100 
80 
100 


Guns. 
22 
22 
20 
20 
16 
16 
16 

M 

M 

12 

1 2 
12 

H 


10,200  1 350 

Loudon 
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Loudon  waiting  there  for  him  with  great  impatience*' 
rhc  aimamenc  conlifted  of  17  fhips  of  the  line,  14 
frigates  and  (loops,  two  bombs,  one  fire  fhip  with 
179  traniports,  making  18,000  tons  englifh  fhips, 
and  15,616  north  american  ;  100  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  in  ro  large  fhips,  horfes,  fteers,  & c.  in  four 
others,  and  feveral  more  loaded  with  facines,  gabions, 
&c.  The  army  confided  of  15  regiments,  500  men 
of  the  tiain,  500  rangers,  and  100  carpenters,  mak¬ 
ing  all  11,000  effeftive  land  forces.  The  firft  thinrr 
which  the  commander  did,  was  to  difpatch  fome  vef- 
iels  for  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  fituation  and 
lciength.  .  And  in  the  mean  time,  the  troops  were 
exeiciied  in  attacking  a  fham  fort,  according  to  the 
rules  of  war,  lord  Loudon  very  tightly  judging,  that 
this  was  a  proper  employment  for  them  till  he  faded  *. 

When  the  veflels  returned,  they  brought  advice  of 
a  fleet’s  being  arrived  at  Louilburgh ;  and,  on  the 
4th  of  auguft,  a  french  prize  was  brought  into  Hali¬ 
fax,  by  whofe  papers  it  appeared,  that  there  were  then  1 
in  the  harbour,  17  fail  of  the  line,  12  frigates,  4000 
regulars,  befides  3000  belonging  to  the  garrifon.  This 
news  immediately  fufpended  thepreparations  which  had 
been  made  to  embark.  Councils  of  war  were  held  one 
after  anotner.  The  refult  of  the  whole  was  that  as  the 
place  was  fo  well  reinforced,  the  french  fleet  fuperior  to 
ours,  and  the  feafon  fo  far  advanced,  it  was  moft 
prudent  to  defer  the  enterprize  till  a  more  favourable 
opportunity.  I  do  not  fee  any  great  reafon  to  find 
fault  with  this  determination,  confidering  the  circum- 
ffances  abovementioned,  although  it  was  much  found 
fault  with  in  England.  Lord  Loudon  returned  to 
New  York,  and  the  admiral  fet  fail  for  Louifburo- 

It  was  on  tins  account,  that  lord  Charles  Iday condemned  lord. 
Loudon’s  conduct,  as  “  Keeping  the  courage  of  his  majefty’s  fol- 
diera  at  bay,  and  expending  the  nation’s  wealth,  in  making  fham 
“  and  planting  cabbages.”  For  which  he  was,  with  the  ad¬ 

vice  of  a  council  of  war,  ordered  under  arreft. 
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in  hopes  to  bring,  the  french  fleet  to  a  battle;  but 
with  what  reafon,  he  Ihould  fuppofe,  that  they  would 
hazard  one,  I  know  not,  as  their  only  bufinefs  was 
to  prated  the  town.  The  englilh  fquadron  flayed 
ofl  the  haroi  ■  i ,  till  tlie  25th  of  leptember,  when 
they  were  fluttered  in  a  moft  terrible  ftorm,  in  which 
one  of  our  flrips  was  loft,  eleven  diffnafted,  and  the 
reft  returned  to  England  in  a  very  bad  condition. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  expedition  againft  Louif- 
burg ;  in  which  fo  great  a  force  was  fo  ineffectually 
ufed  :  we  attribute  the  bad  fuccefs  to  the  long  delay 
ox  Kolbourn’s  fleet  in  England,  it  ought  certainly  to 
have  been  ready  to  fail  fooner,  and  then  fo  much 
would  not  have  depended  upon  the  wind  and  weather. 
Lord  Loudon’s  condud  has  been  very  much  blamed" 
with  what  reafon,  I  confefs,  I  cannot  fee.  ’ 

The  reader  may  remember,  that  before  General 
Johnfon’s  vidory  over  the  french,  there  was&built  a 
fort,  called  William  Henry,  on  the  fouth  edge  of  lake 
George,  in  order  to  command  that  lake,  and  cover 
out  fiontieis.  The  xort  was  ftrong  at  prefent,  car- 
rifoned  by  2500  men  ;  and  general  Webb  with’4ooo 
men  was  polled  at  no  great  diftance.  The  french 
when  they  were  informed  that  lord  Loudon  was  crane 
on  the  Louifburg  expedition,  made  great  preparations 
to  attack  this  fort ;  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  brought 
againft  it  8000  regulars  and  indians,  with  a  very  crood 
artillery  to  befiege  it  in  form.  It  is  here  neceflary  to 

enquire,  whether  Montcalm  could  do  all  this  fo  near 

Grown  Point,  without  general  Webb’s  knowing  it 
if  he  was  not  informed  of  it,  where  were  his  fcouts 
io  neceflary  in  that  country  :  if  he  was  informed  of 

coIiSh  15  theu,common  °P™on,  why  did  he  not 
coiject  the  neighbouring  militia,  and  put  the  fort  in 

the  bell  pofture  of  defence,  he  ■  would  have  been  of 

equal,  pernaps  fuperior  force  to  the  french  •.  but  this 

^7  C  Te’  7  conrequences  were,  that  the  french 
after  a  fix  days  ftege,  took  the  fort  the  9th  of  au- 

guft; 


I  ft 
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gull ;  it  furrendering  by  the  advice  of  general  Webb. 
1  lie  garrifon  marched  out  with  their  arms,  and  eru 
gaged  not  to  ferve  during  18  months  ;  the  french  fa- 
vages  paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation  ;  but  com¬ 
mitted  a  thoufand  outrageous  barbarities.  And  all 
was  fuffered  by  2000  men,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
againft  a  diforderly  crew  of  barbarians.  The  enemy 
having  demolifhed  the  fort,  carried  off  every  thine* 
with  the  veffels  on  the  lake,  departing  without  mal-c- 
mg  any  fuithcr  attempts,  1  here  is  fuch  an  intricate 
darknefs  in  th.s  aHair,  that  were  it  cleared  up,  1  fear- 
a  ffain  would  fomewhere  be  difeovered.  This  was 
the  end  of  our  third  campaign  in  north  America,  we 
•i.id  actuaiiy  near  20,000  regular  troops,  and  a  navv 
of  upwards  of  20  fhips  of  the  line,  and  yet  our  forts 
were  taken  from  us,  and  our  indian  allies  left  de- 
fencelds,  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;  and  without- 
our  doing  any  one  action,  that  could  repay  us  for  all 
this  load  of  bad  fuccefs  and  difhonour. 

It  is  in  Germany  only  we  muff  look  for  more  bril¬ 
liant  and  decifive  aftions.  I  left  his  pruffian  majefty 
returning  from  Lufatia,  in  his  way  to  Saxony,  with 
defign  to  fight  the  imperialifts  and  french,  who  were 
advancing  towards  Mifnia.  His  majefty  reached  Er- 
furtb,  the  14th  of  feptember,  by  the  rout  of  Pegau, 
Naumburg,  Frankenau,  Buttleftadt ;  from  Erfurth, 
the  king  detached  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunlwick 
with  feven  battalions  and  ten  iquadrons,  andfome  ar¬ 
tillery,  towards  Halberftadt ;  to  watch  the  motions  of 
marfhal  Richelieu’s  army.  The  combined  army  left 
Erfurth  the  nth,  on  the  approach  of  the  pruffians, 
and  retired  to  Eifenach,  where  they  were  encamped 
during  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  (lay  at  Erfurth  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  reinforced  confidcrably,  they  then  advanced,  and 
his  majefty  retired  in  his  turn  :  the  reafon  of  which 
was,  he  wanted  to  fight  them  as  near  Mifna,  and  as 
deep  in  the  winter  as  he  could,  becaufe,  if  he  was 
victorious,  a  defeat  at  that  feafon,  would  difenable  his 

enemy 


t 
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enemy  from  a&ing  any  more,  at  lead  that  year:  On 
the  contrary,  if  he  failed,  Saxony  was  at  hand  for 
him  to  retire  into,  and  which  the  enemy  could  make 
make  little  impreflion  on  in  winter.  On  the  28th 
he  marched  back  to  Buttleftadt  on  which  the  com¬ 
bined  army  fixed  their  quarters  at  Gotha.  His  pruf- 
fian  majefty  finding  that  the  enemy  advanced  with 
fpeed,  thought  it  time  to  fight  them  :  he  took  that  re- 
folution  the  24th  of  odtober,  when  his  army  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  divided  into  feveral  corps,  fome  of  them 
at  the  diftanceof  20  leagues  afunder.  Marihal  Keith 
was  in  Leipfick  with  feven  battalions,  and  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  on  being  informed  that  the  enemy  were  march¬ 
ing  diredtly  towards  that  city,  collefted  his  whole 
army  together,  with  fuch  expedition,  that  it  was 
united  jay  the  27th,  remaining  at  Leipfick  the  28th 
and  29th  •,  it  was  then  imagined,  that  the  bat¬ 
tle  would  be  fought  on  the  plains  of  Lutzen.  On 
the  30th,  the  king  drew  nigh  that  place  ;  and  palled 
the  Sal  a  with  his  army  at  Weillenfels,  Merleburg, 
and  Halle,  and  joined  again  the  ^d,  over  again!!  the 
enemy.  On  the  5th,  intelligence  was  brought  the 
king,  that  the  combined  army  was  in  motion  ;  in 
Ihort,  the  two  armies  met  at  the  village  of  Rof- 
bach.  The  latter  was  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Saxe  Hilburghaufen,  and  Soubife,  and  confifted  of 

50,000  men  complete.  The  prulfians  did  not  amount 
to  25,000*. 


His 


*  Juft  before  the  battle  began,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of 
lo  many  nations,  the  king  of  Pruffia  addreffed  his  troops  in  the 

all"twy  dT  f,'ie?ds’.  the  hour  5s  come’  in  which  al>  that  is,  and 
a  e  nnu,TghC  r  t0  US>  dePends  UP°»  the  fwords  which 

nor  hltaWa  ?' the  b/ttle-  Time  Permits  me  %  hut  little  : 
ho,m  i  k  0CCafi°n  t0  much-  You  know  that  there  is  no  la- 

not'Lredw1!^’  n°  watchinS>  1)0  daager,  that  ]  have 

j  ’  ,.f  ,^ou  hitherto  ;  and  you  now  fee  me  ready  to  lay 

down  my  hfe  with  you,  and  for  you.  All  1  afk  is  the  fame  ded'e 
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Uis  pruffkn  majefty  had  determined  to  make  thd 
attack  with  one  wing  only,  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
enemy  made  it  neceffary,  that  it  fhould  be  the  left 

*^ie  <*valry  of  his  right,  was  marched  to 
iiis  Jett,  and  formed  over  againft  that  of  the  enemy. 
Upon  which  the  prufiian  cavalry  moved  on  immedi¬ 
ately,  the  french  cavalry  advanced  to  meet  them, 
and  the  charge  was  very  fierce,  feveral  regiments  of 
the  french  coming  on  with  great  refolution.  The 
advantage  however,  was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  the 
pruffians.  1  he  french  cavalry  being  routed,  was  pur- 
iued  for  a  considerable  time,  with  the  greateft  fpi- 
rit.  But  having  afterwards  gained  an  eminence* 
which  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  rallying  the 
prufiian  horfe  fell  on  them  afrefh,  and  gave  °them 
Jo  thorough  a  defeat,  that  they  betook  themfelves  to 
flight  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  w'hich  happened  at  four 
in  the  afternoon.  Whilft  the  cavalry  charged,  the 
paifiian  infantry  opened  themfelves,  enduring  a  very 
btiflc  cannonade  from  the  enemy,  which  did  fome 
execution  ;  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  their 
fire  began.  The  french  could  neither  ftand  it  nor 
refift  the  valour  of  their  enemies,  who  gallantly 
marched  up  to  their  batteries,  which  being  carried 
one  after  another,  they  gave  way  in  the  greatefb 
confufion.  As  the  left  wing  of  the  pruffians  advanc¬ 
ed,  the  right  changed  its  pofition,  and  meeting  with 
a  lmall  rifing  ground,  they  planted  16  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  the  fire  of  which  taking  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy  in  front,  galled  them  extremely.  At  five 
the  vielory  was  decided,  the  cannon  ceafed,  and  the 


french  fled  on  all  fides.  The  king  of  Pruffia  ex- 


ul  fidelity  and  afFoflion,  that  f  give.  And  let  me  add,  not  as  an 
incitement  to  your  courage,  but  as  a  teltimony  of  my  own  grati* 
tuuc',  that  iiom  this  hour,  until  you  go  into  quarters,  your  pay 
iLall  be  double.  .Acquit  yourlelves  like  men,  and  put  your  confi¬ 
dence  in  Grod.  1  he  cfieGt  this  fpeech  had  upon  the  men,  amounted 
aimofi  to  an  heroic  phrenfy,  a  good  prognoffication  of  fuccefs. 


poled 
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pofed  himfelf  to  the  hotteft  of  the  fire,  in  leading-  on 
his  troops.  The  french  left  3000  men  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  63  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  many 
colours  ;  eight  french  generals,  2 50  officers  of  diffe¬ 
rent  ranks,  and  6000  private  men  were  taken.  The 
darknefs  of  the  night,  alone  faved  from  total  de- 
ftrudion  the  fcattered  remains  of  an  army,  fo  numer¬ 
ous  and  formidable  in  the  morning.  The  6th,  the 
conquerors  purfued  the  run-aways  to  Freyburo-  and 
the  8th  and  9th  to  Erfurth.  0 

His  pruffian  majefty  no  fooner  had  purfued  his 
enemy  as  far  as  Erfurth,  than  he  turned  back,  and 
began  a  maich  of  upwards  of  200  miles,  with  that 
very  army,  which  had  before  the  battle  been  collected 
from  places  above  100  miles  diftant  from  each 
other,  i  he  king  made  a  rapid  march  through  Thu¬ 
ringia,  Mifnia,  and  Lulatia,  in  his  way  to  fio-ht  the 
auftrians  in  Silefia.  He  fet  out  from  Leipfick  the 
12th  of  november,  with  19  battalions  and  28  fqua- 
drons.  .  Whilft  this  corps  was  on  their  march,  mar- 
fhal  Keith,  with  another,  got  into  Bohemia,  through 
the  defiles  of  Pafsberg  ;  and  marched  towards  Prague, 
taking  a  confiderable  magazine  at  Leitmeritz.  The 
two  aultrian  generals  Haddick  and  Marlhal,  who 
were  ported  in  Lufatia,  to  obftrudb  his  majefty’s 
inarch,  fled  before  him.  He  arrived  the  24th  at 
Naumburg,  on  the  Queifs,  and  by  making  forced 
marches  entered  Silefia,  and  arrived  at  Parchwitz 
near  the  Oder,  the  28th.  The  prince  of  Bevern’s 
army  joined  the  king  here  ;  and  loon  after  the  garri- 
lon  of  Schweidnitz,  which  were  condudting  to  prifon 
by  the  auftrians,  being  but  weakly  guarded,  and 
bearing  by  accident  of  the  victory  of  Roibach,  it  an- 
nimated  them  fo  much,  that  they  rofe  upon  the  efcort, 
difperfed  them,  and  by  the  greateft  chance  joined  the 

ftreLVr^  inv!tS  march>  addinS  a  confiderable 
ltrength  to  it  1  he  royal  army  having  relied  a  day, 

inarched  on  the  4th  to  Neumarck. 
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fhc  auftrians,  in  the  mean  time,  confiding  in  their 
mimbeis,  on  his  pruffian  majefty’s  approach,  aban¬ 
doned  their  ftrong  camp  (the  fame  which  the  prince 
of  Bevern  had  before  occupied^)  and  advanced  to  meet 
the  king,  with  a  rei'olution  to  give  him  battle.  The 
two  armies  met  the  5th  of  december,  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Leuthen  :  the  auftrians  were  commanded  by 
prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  afllfted  by  marfhal  Daun, 
the  latter  of  whom  had  taken  all  partible  precautions 
to  throw  a  multitude  of  impediments  in  the  way  of 
his  pruffian  majelty  ;  the  ground  which  they  occupied, 
had  all  the  advantage  of  natural  fituation,  improved 
to  the  utmoft  with  great  diligence  and  fkill  :  the 
•army  was  drawn  up  on  a  plain,  except  in  fome  parts 
it  had  fmall  eminences,  which  count  Daun  had  fur- 
rounded  with  artillery  ;  fome  hills  on  his  right  and 
left  were  alfo  covered  with  batteries  of  cannon  ;  in 
his  front  were  many  thickets  and  caufeways  ;  but  to 
render  the  whole  as  impenetrable  as  poffible,  he  had 
felled  a  vaft  number  of  trees,  and  fcattered  them  in 
the  way.  In  this  formidable  fituation  was  polled 
70,000  auftrians,  excellent  troops,  and  commanded 
by  count  Daun  ;  the  only  general  who  had  fnatched 
a  vidtory  from  the  pruffian  hero. 

His  majefty  heffitated  not  a  moment  •,  although 
his  troops  did  not  exceed  36,000  men,  he  refolv- 
cd  to  attack  the  enemy,  fo  much  fuperior.  From 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  pruffian  horfe  'could 
not  aft ;  but  by  a  rnoft  judicious  movement  of  the 
king’s,  that  difadvantage  was  overcome  ;  genera]  Na- 
dafti,  with  a  corps  de  referve,  was  ported  on  the  au- 
ltrian’s  left,  with  dclign  to  take  the  king  in  flank  *, 
but  his  majefty,  in  making  his  firft  difpolitions,  had 
forefeen,  and  guarded  againft  that  defign,  he  placed 
fouv  battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing. 
Nadafti,  as  the  king  expefted,  attacked  him  with 
great  fury,  but  received  fo  fevere  a  fire  from  thofe 
four  battalions,  that  he  retired  in  the  greatert  diforder ; 
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by  which  means  the  king’s  flank  being  well  funnorted 
and  covered,  afted  with  fo  much  order  and  visor 
that  the  enemy’s  right  gave  way.  The  prufiian  artil- 
lery  was  excellently  ferved,  and  having  filenced  that 
Of  the  auflrians,  enabled  the  king  to  maintain  thofe 
advantages,  which  he  had  gained.  Never  was  battle 
fought  with  more  obftinacy  ;  the  attacks  of  the  pruf- 
fians  were  incredible ;  and  the  auflrians  made  a  molt 
gallant  defence  during  the  whole  battle  ;  they  drew 
up  all  them  forces  again  about  Leuthen,  which  poll: 
was  defended  on  all  fides  with  redoubts  and  entrench- 
ments :  but  nothing  could  flop  the  impetuofity  of  the 
pruflians ;  they  made  reiterated  attacks  with  the  ut- 
moft  bravey,  which  their  enemies  fuftained  a  W 
time  with  great  firmnefs,  but  at  laft  the  pofl  was 
gained,  and  the  auftrians  fled  on  all  fides,  the  battle 
ending  ln  an  entire  rout.  The  king  purfued  them 
t  Lifla  ;  6000  were  flam,  15,000  taken  prifoners, 
200  pieces  of  cannon,  60  colours  and  ftandards,  and 
4000  waggons  of  ammunition  and  baggage  were 
taken  .  It  is  remarkable,  that  this glorioulbaule  was 
fought  juft  a  month  after  that  of  Rofbach 

The  fulnefs  of  the  vidtory  was  foon  feen  in 
the  greatnefs  of  its  confequences.  The  auflrians 

rndethaTc>d  thS  day  the  battle  to  Breflau  > 

nflv  W3S  lmmediate]y  befieged.  Schweid- 

n  tz,  although  it  was  in  the  depth  of  winter  was 

lefiaC  <rem  =  ^  ^  panieS  over-ran  all  Si- 

Wd  nTl?  nOCK°nly  that  Parc  of  lb  which  be- 
nged  to  the  king,  but  conquered  even  the  auftrian 

piutd  SST8  the.6a"ifo"s  of  J-gerndorf,  Trop. 
pau  and  Tetfchen.  In  fhort,  the  emprefs  aueen  re 

^ained  poffefJd  onjy  of  the  garrifon  of  Schweidnitz 
all  Silefia ;  the  whole  of  which  country,  but  a  few  days’ 

kinp„oSp°rnul?a  T  viarm  troops- 

ended  .he  ^ 

ft  ‘ter,.  The  auflrians  retired  into  Bohemia,  with 
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the  (battered  remains  of  their  troops,  where  they  alfo 
went  into  winter  quarters.  But  it  is  time  to  turn  our 
eyes  towards  another  prolpedt  equally  advantageous  to 
his  pruftian  majefty. 

The  french  army  in  Hanover,  from  the  very  fign- 
ino- the  convention" of  Clofter-feven,  had  been  guilty 
ofPa  million  of  unheard  of  excefies,  and  had  violated 
the  convention  almoft  in  every  article.  They  feized 
the  cattle  of  Schartzfels,  and  pillaged  it,  making  the 
garrifon  prifoners  of  war.  They  refufed  to  deliver 
up  the  prifoners  they  had  made  before  the  con¬ 
vention,  though  this  was  a  point  exprefsly  ftipulated 
between  the  generals  that  fettled  the  detail,  and  was 
exaftly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  hanoverians,  by 
the  releafe  of  the  french  prifoners.  They  fummoned 
the  bailies  of  thofe  diftri&s,  into  which  the  french 
troops  were  by  no  means  to  enter,  under  pain  of  mili¬ 
tary  execution,  to  appear  before  the  french  commif- 
ftiv,  and  compelled  them  to  deliver  up  the  public 
revenue  They  appropriated  to  themfelves  part  o. 
thofe  magazines,  which  by  exprefs  agreement  were  to 
be  left  to  the  electoral  troops.  They  feized  the  houfes, 
revenues,  and  corn  belong  to  the  king  of  England, 
in  the  city  of  Bremen,  in  fpight  ot  the  recipro¬ 
cal  engagements  entered  into,  to  confider  that 
city  a“  a  place  abfolutely  free  and  neutral  The 
duke  de  Richelieu,  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
came  to  lofe  all  that  the  (kill  of  d’Eftrees  had  won, 
rbein"  promoted  to  the  chief  command  merely  by  the 
favour  of  madam  de  Pompadour,  who  hated  the  mar- 
fhalefs  d’  Eftrees)  was  the  author  of  this  behavioui, 
fo  injurious  to  the  honour  of  his  country  •,  his  rortune, 
by  his  extravagance  and  vices,  was  very  much  mat¬ 
tered;  and  to  repair  it,  he  plundered  the  whole  elec- 
tontc  of  Hanover,  with  the  moft  inflexible  leverity  ; 
he  levied  the  moft  exorbitant  contributions  and  even 
that  did  not  exempt  the  unhappy  hanoverians  from 
the  infolent  and  brutal  licentioufnefs  of  the  frendt 
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foldiery.  The  capital  of  the  deflorate,  was  the  only 
place  which  efcaped  from  the  univerfal  rapine,  by  rne 
j  office,  generofity,  and  moderation  of  the  duke 
Randan  its  governor,  who  kept  up  the  ftrideft 
cipline  ;  and  behaved  with  the  utmoft  hur. 

Such  inftances  as  thefe,  as  they  happen  very  r,u,; 
io  they  ought  to  be  tranfmitted  to  polterity  to  die  ho¬ 
nour  of  thole  who  perform  them. 

There  never  was  a  more  flagrant  inftance  ot  wffi 
importance  a  regular  and  exadl  difcipline  is  to* .hi 
very  being  of  an  army,  than  in  this  under  the  di.x( 
de  Richelieu.  That  general,  intent  only  on  plunder 
ing  the  country,  relaxed  every  kind  of  military  due 
pline  •,  lo  that  the  numerous  army,  which  the  condo 
ot  d’Eftrees  had  preferved  in  excellent  order  ana  o-o,'-' 
ipints,  through  all  thedefercs  ofWeftphalia,  and  amm 
an  enemy’s  army  5  nowit  was  in  pofleffion  of  a  pleni 
titul  country,  without  any  enemy  to  oppofe  it,  was 
reduced  in  its  numbers  the  foldiers  decayed  in  rheir 
nealth  and  fpints,  in  vile  order,  without  cloaths,  and 
even  without  arms.  Such  was  the  condition  of  this 
once  formidable  army,  when  his  majefty,  the  kin?  of 
Great  Britain,  refolved  no  longer  to  bear  the  indig- 
mt.es  which  the  irifolence  of  the  enemy  was  ever/ 
day  increasing.  1  he  french  even  went  fo  far  as  to 
attempt  taking  their  arms  from  the  hanoverian  and 
reman  troops  ;  but  this  was  not  fu fibred.  I  have  be¬ 
fore  laid  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  detached  prince 
Feidmand  of  Brunfwick  with  a  final  I  army,  into  the 

mT;S  ,K,alber\adt’  5°  watch  the  motions  of 

french  UC  ie  Ieu  ’  the  Pnnce  finding  what  order  the 

Pam  of  T7  71 Uh  Peneti;ated  throu8h  the  northern 
parts  of  the  electorate,  and  pined  his  body  of  nruf 
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fetting  forth  in  the  cleareft  light,  how  palpably  th£ 
french  had  firft  broke  every  article  of  the  convention 
of  Clofter-feven. 

The  prince  took  the  command  about  the  middle 
of  november  •,  by  which  time  the  army  was  wholly 
affembled.  On  his  firft  motions,  marfhal  Richelieu 
threatened  the  whole  country,  of  which  he  was  in 
poflefiion,  with  fire  and  fword,  to  which  no  reply  was 
made.  However,  on  the  prince’s  approach,  the 
fuburbs  ot  Zell  was  fet  on  fire,  the  bridge  of  the 
Aller  burnt,  and  many  houfes  reduced  to  allies.  His 
lerene  highnefs  having  reprefented  to  marfhal  Riche¬ 
lieu,  the  confequences  of  iuch  a  proceeding,  the  mar- 
flial  alledged,  that  it  was  done  my  mere  accident. 
The  firft  operation  of  importance,  which  the  hano- 
verian  army  undertook,  was  the  fiege  of  Harbourg, 
they  became  mailers  of  the  town,  the  28th  of  no¬ 
vember,  but  the  french  governor  with  the  garrifon 
retired  into  the  caftle  ;  and  defended  it  with  the  great- 
eft  bravery,  till  the  29th  of  december,  when  he  ca¬ 
pitulated.  Marfhal  Richelieu,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
collecting  his  troops  about  Zell.  The  6th,  the  ha- 
noverian  army  began  their  march  to  dillodge  him, 
and  arrived  within  a  league  of  Zell  the  13th  ;  but  find¬ 
ing  that  the  french  were  too  ftrongly  intrenched  to 
be  attacked,  he  ftaid  till  the  21ft,  when  he  broke 
his  camp,  and  returned  towards  Ultzen  and  Lunen¬ 
burg,  to  put  his  troops  into  winter  quarters. 

The  wonderful  events,  which  diftinguifh  in  fo  re¬ 
markable  a  manner,  the  year  1757*  are  fuch,  that 
the  like  is  hardly  to  be  met  with  in  hiftory.  The 
king  of  Pruffia  had  once  more  the  happinefs  to  fee 
himfelf  freed  from  aft  that  imminent  danger,  which  lo 
lately  furrounded  him  ;  he  now  felt  the  effeCts  of  his 
councils,  and  his  labours  •,  all  his  enemies  were  driven 
out  of  his  dominions,  defeated,  broken,  and  flying 
every  where  before  him  *,  himfelf  in  quiet  poflefiion 

of  Silefia,  and  his  victorious  troops  ready,  to  fall  on 

their 
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enemies  in  the  next  campaign,  with  redoubled  bra¬ 
very.  Animated  with  the  prefence  of  their  fove- 
reign,  what  labours  are  too  great  for  pruffians  to  per¬ 
form  ?  What  a  wonderful  reverie  of  fortune  did  this 
monarch  fuftain,  in  fo  lhort  a  fpace  of  time,  as  a 
fingle  campaign.  Triumphant  at  firft  ;  the  auftrians 
fly  before  him,  totally  defeated,  and  half  a  kingdom 
conquered.  The  lofs  of  one  battle  turns  the  "fcale, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  is  defeated,  the  affairs  of  the  au¬ 
ftrians  re-eftablifhed,  their  armies  victorious,  and  their 
enemy  on  the  very  brink  of  deftru&ion,  abandoned 
by  his  allies,  his  dominions  plundered,  and  laid 
wafte  by  his  enemies,  and  himfelf  at  the  very  edo-e 
of  defpair.  Another  battle  raifes  him  again,  and  Tn 
a  month’s  time,  the  auftrians,  imperiliafts,  french, 
ruffians,  andfwedes,  all  retire  before  him;  his  domi¬ 
nions  are  freed  from  ail  his  enemies  ;  and  the  force  of 
one  fmall  potentate  baffles  all  the  endeavours  of  a 
confederacy  of  five  of  the  greateft  powers  in  the  uni- 

k'  uH°W  Wil1  Pofterity  be  amazed  to  hear,  that 
above  half  the  power  of  Europe  was  united,  and  ex- 

erted  in  vain,  to  reduce  the  king  of  Pruffia,  unaffifted 

by  alhes  !  fuch  are  the  events  that  happened  ;  fuch 

the  adfaons  that  were  performed,  not  in  an  age,  but 
m  a  fingle  campaign.  0 
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Affairs  in  England .  Evan  faff  ions  at  fed.  Senega'll  taken . 
[Ear  in  the  F aft  -Indies.  Battles  between  Pocock  and 

d'  Ache.  port  St .  David's  taken  by  the  french.  French 
befiege  Madrafs.  Eke  fiege  raifed .  Affairs  in  France. 
In  Germany .  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
P  ruff  a.  French  retire  out  of  Hanover.  Prince  of 
Clermont  commands  the  french  army .  Hoy  a  and  Minden 
taken.  Generous  behaviour  of  the  duke  de  Randan. 
French  army  drove  beyond  the  Rhine.  Embden  taken 
by  commodore  Holmes.  Schweidnitz  taken.  King  of 
P  ruff  a  enters  Moravia.  Lays  fiege  to  Olmutz .  Ehe 
fiege  raifed.  Retreats  into  Bohemia.  Arrives  at  Frank¬ 
fort  on  the  Oder . 


flT^i  HE  year  1758,  opened  at  fo  critical  a  conjnnc- 
|  ture,  that  it  was  very  reafonably  expected,  it 
would  be  remarkable  for  great  and  important  aftions. 
The  belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  fpent  the  winter 
in  making  the  moft  formidable  preparations,  for  the 
enfuing  campaign.  The  immenfe  confederacy  againft 
the  king  of  Pruflia  {till  fubfifted  *,  and  every  one  of 
the  powers  that  formed  it,  fee  tried  to  be  emulous  who 
fhoukl  be  moft  forward  to  crufh  an  enemy  that  was 
found  more  powerful,  than  they  at  firft  imagined. 
England  was  his  only  ally,  and  one  whofe  afliftance 
he  had  reafon  to  hope  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  him.  The  army  which  the  king  ot  England  had 
under  the  command  of  prince  Ferdinand  ot  Brunt' 
wick,  was  of  infinite  fervice  to  his  pruflian  majefty  *, 
for  the  french  army  which  oppofed  it,  it  is  very  na¬ 
tural  to  fuppole,  had  it  had  no  antagonift  in  Hano¬ 
ver,  would  have  marched  againft  that  monarch’s  do¬ 
lt  was  refolved  in  England,  to  keep  it 
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to  a  meffage  from  the  king,  the  1 8th  of  january, 
to  the  commons,  importing,  “  That  having  ordered 
the  army,  formed  laft  year  in  his  electoral  dominions, 
to  be  put  again  in  motion,  and  to  act  with  the  ut_ 
moil  vigour  againft  the  common  enemy,  in  concert 
with  his  ally  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  and  the  exhaufted 
and  ruined  ftate  of  the  electorate  and  its  revenues, 
having  rendered  it  impofiible  for  the  fame  to  main¬ 
tain  and  keep  together  that  army,  until  the  further 
neceffary  charge  of  it,  &c.  could  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  ;  his  majefty  found  himfelf  under  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  recommending  to  them,  the  fpcedy  con¬ 
federation  of  fuch  a  prefent  fupply,  as  might  enable 
him  to  fubfift,  and  keep  together  the  faid  army.”  in 
confequence  of  this  meffage,  the  houfe,  on  the  23  d, 
voted  100,000  1.  for  the  end  therein  mentioned. 

In  England,  we  find  very  few  events  that  the 
compafs  of  this  work  will  admit  my  fpeaking  of.  In 
parliament  were  many  refolutions,  which  had  a  mani- 
feft  connexion  with  the  war  ;  of  thefe  I  fhali  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  take  proper  notice.  The  only  military 
preparations  of  great  importance  in  this  kingdom 
were  naval.  At  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Chatham, 
&c.  feveral  armaments  were  getting  ready  with  meat 
diligence.  A  fquadron  of  eleven  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  nine  frigates,  had  been  fome  time  in  the 
Mediterranean,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Gf- 
born,  to  block  up  M.  de  la  Clue,  who  was  in  Car- 
thagena,  with  a  french  fquadron.  On  the  28th  of 
april,  Mr.  Olborn  fell  in  with  another  fmall  fquadron 
of  french  flips,  in  their  way  from  Toulon,  to  rein¬ 
force  de  la  Clue’s  fquadron,  commanded  by  M.  de 
Quefne,  in  the  Foudroyant  of  80  guns,  the  Orpheus 

vvuo  .the  °riflarnme  of  50 ,  and  the  Pleiade  of  24. 

de  the  chief  part  of  the  englifh  fquadron  conti- 

to  watch  the  french  fhips  there, 
capt.  otorr,  in  the  Revenge  of  64  guns,  fupported  by 
capt.  Hughes,  in  the  Berwick  of  63,  and  cg.pt.  Evans, 
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In  thePrefton  of  50,  took  the  Orpheus,  commanded 
by  M.  de  Herville  with  500  men  ;  capt.  Gardiner, 
in  the  Monmouth  of  64,  fupported  by  capt.  Stanhope, 
in  the  Swiitiure  of  70,  and  captain  Hervey,  in  the 
Hampton-court  of  64,  took  the  Foudroyant  with  800 
men.  Capt.  Rowley,  in  the  Montague  of  60,  and 
capt.  Montague,  in  the  Monarch  of  74,  ran  the  Ori- 
fiamme  on  fhore,  under  the  caftle  of  Aiglos  ;  but  was 
not  deftroyed  by  reafon  of  the  neutrality  of  the  coafl 
of  Spain.  The  Pleiade  got  away  by  out-failing  the 
englifh  fhips.  1  he  greateft  lofs  fuftained  by  the  vic¬ 
tors,  was  in  that  of  the  brave  capt.  Gardiner;  lieute¬ 
nant  Carket  commanded  his  fhip  on  the  captain’s 
death,  and  fought  the  Foudroyant,  with  great  con- 
dud:  and  courage;  as  a  reward  for  which,  admiral 
Ofborn  conferred  on  him  the  command  of  the  fhip 
he  had  conquered,  and  M.  de  Quefne,  when  he  ftruck, 
refufed  to  give  his  fword  to  capt.  Stanhope  ;  but  gave 
it  with  great  politenefs  to  lieutenant  Carket.  The 
fleet  in  Carthagena  confided  of  one  fhip  of  84  guns, 
three  of  74,  two  of  64,  two  of  50,  one  of  36,  one  of 
24,  one  of  16,  and  one  of  14. 

The  englifh  cruifing  fquadrons,  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  were  very  fuccefsful  in  taking  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  french  merchantmen  and  privateers.  We 
had  one  under  vice-admiral  Smith  in  the  Downs, 
another  under  rear-admiral  Cotes,  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
who  had  done  the  englifh  trade  in  thofe  parts  great 
fervice,  by  his  condud  and  bravery.  Another  ftrong 
fquadron,  under  admiral  Bofcawen,  failed  from  Spit- 
head,  for  north  America,  the  19th  of  february.  The 
1  2th  of  march,  fir  Edward  Hawke  failed  with  feven 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates,  from  Spithead, 
to  cruife  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay  ;  the  4th  of  april  he 
fell  in,  off  the  ifie  of  Aix,  with  a  french  fquadron. 


of  five  fhips  of  the  line,  feven  frigates,  and  a  convoy 
of  40  merchantmen,  to  which  he  gave  chace ;  the 
men  of  war  fled,  and  the  merchantmen,  many  of 
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them  were  ran  on  Ihore  out  of  the  reach  of  the  eng- 
Ji/h  Ihips,  and  only  two  or  three  taken.  On  the  7th 
of  april,  the  Effex  of  64  guns,  and  two  frigates,  in 
their  way  to  join  fir  Edward  Hawke,  fell  in  with 
1 2  fail  more  of  french  merchant’s  Ihips,  efcorted  by 
a  frigate  of  22  guns,  which  the  Ellex  took,  together 
with  five  or  fix  of  the  merchantmen. 

In  the  beginning  of  march,  a  fmall  fquadron,  con* 
fifting  of  the  Nafiau  of  64  guns,  the  Harwich  of  50, 
the  Rye  of  24,  a  fioop  and  two  buffes,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Marlh  (having  on  board  a  body 
of  marines,  under  major  Mafon,  and  a  detachment  of 
artillery,  under  captain  Walker)  failed  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  for  the  coaft  of  Africa.  On  the  24th  of 
april,  this  fquadron  arrived  off  the  river  Senegal], 
got  over  the  bar  the  29th  ;  and  the  next  day  landed 
700  marines  and  feamen,  with  defign  to  attack  the 
french  fort  Lewis  ;  but  deputies  arrived  with  articles 
on  which  they  propofed  to  furrender,  and  thefe  beino- 
agreed  to,  the  englifh  forces  were  put  in  pofiefTion  of 
this  moll:  important  fettlement ;  where  they  found 
232  french  officers  and  foldiers,  92  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
with  trealure,  Haves,  and  merchandize  to  a  very  con - 
fiderable  value.  The  fuccefs  which  this  fmall  force 
met  with,  was  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  en»- 
lilh  nation,  and  of  equal  prejudice  to  the  french  :&I 
Ihall  lpeak  more  fully  of  it  hereafter  *. 

The  Eaft-Indies,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  been  a  theatre  fruitful  in  events.  The  year  17 --s' 
in  that  country,  was  diftinguilhed  by  many  afts  of 
importance,  Vice-admiral  Pocock,  fince  the  death 


fedn  Jiking  °fc the  C°Untry,  about  Senegal!,  was  fo  defirous  of 
g  men  o.  war,  that  he  fwam  on  board,  though  the  di- 

f““d’ 'm  "PTb  °f  ”,  »»«'  Th,  ofar.  If  , he  fit 

At  oart  n?  T*  Sr,eatucivillty.  'vi'h  which  he  feemed  vallly  pleafedP 

/ting  heSki  o-  $p  thf  C!pta,,n’  he  ^  be  extremely  Vend  of 

,  1  h  kl‘‘S  of  tngland,  which  he  thought  he  might  do  as  he 
had^lhips  at  his  command,  for  if  he  had  Ihips,  he  ^odd  go  and 
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of  Mr.  Watfon,  had  commanded  in  chief  there.  Be- 
ing  joined  by  commodore  Stevens  in  Madrafs  road* 
on  the  24th  of  march,  with  reinforcements  from 
England,  he  put  to  fea  with  his  fquadron  *  the  27th, 
with  defign  to  intercept  a  french  fquadron  in  thofe 
parts,  under  the  command  of  M.  d’  .Ache.  The 
20th  he  came  in  fight  of  them  ;  the  french  admiral 
(whofe  fquadron  confifted  of  three  fhips  of  74  guns, 
two  of  64,  two  of  60,  two  of  50,  and  one  of  46)  on 
feeing  Mr.  Pocock’s  fleet,  formed  his  line,  as  did  the 
englifh  admiral,  and  bore  down  on  the  enemy ;  the 
engagement  lafted  but  a  very  fhort  time,  before  M. 
d5  Ache  broke  his  line,  and  bore  away  ;  when  Pocock 
hung  out  the  fignal  for  a  geneial  chace  ^  but  night 
coming  on,  he  continued  the  purfuit  without  any  ef¬ 
fect*  The  firft  of  may,  he  came  to  an  anchor  near 
Madrafs,  and  was  informed,  that  one  of  the  french 
ihips  of  74  guns,  was  fo  much  damaged  in  the  aftion, 
that  its  captain  had  ran  her  on  fhore.  This  victory 
would  have  been  much  more  complete,  had  the  cap¬ 
tains  who  commanded  in  the  rear  of  the  englifh  fqua¬ 
dron,  done  their  duty  •,  for  when  the  admiral  threw 
out  the  fignal  for  a  dole  engagement,  they  kept  back, 
and  would  not  bear  down,  even  after  repeated  fignals 
had  been  made.  In  admiral  Pocock’s  letter,  he  be¬ 
llows  great  encomiums  on  commodore  Stevens,  capt. 
Eatham,  and  capt.  Somerfet  in  the  van  ;  alfo,  capt, 
Xempenfelt,  the  commodore’s  captain,  and  capt.  Har- 

*  Confining  of  the  following  fhips : 

Ships. 

Yarmouth 
Elizabeth 
Cumberland 
Wcymoth 
Tyger 
NewcafUe 
Salisbury 


Guns. 

Men. 

64 

500 

Pocock. 

64 

595 

Stevens. 

66 

520 

60 

420 

60 

AOO 

4 

5° 

35° 

5° 

300 

Erotedor  ilorefhio. 
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rifon,  with  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board 
the  Yarmouth.  The  admiral,  on  his  arrival  at  Ma- 
drafs,  ordered  a  court  martial  to  aflemble,  to  enquire 
into  the  condudt  of  thofe  captains,  whofe  behaviour 
had  appeared  fo  faulty.  In  confequence  of  which, 
capt.  Nicholas  Vincent  was  fentenced  to  be  difmifled 
from  the  command  of  the  Weymouth  :  capt.  George 
Lease  of  the  Newcaftle,  to  be  calhiered  from  his 
majefty’s  fervice  ;  and  capt.  William  Brereton  toloofe 
one  year’s  rank,  as  a  poft  captain. 

Mr.  Pocock  having  repaired  the  moft  material  da¬ 
mages  his  fquadron  had  received,  put  to  fea  the  ioth 
of  may,  with  an  intent  to  get  up  to  fort  St.  David’s, 
but  was  not  able  to  effe£t  it ;  he  fufpedted  the  french 
defigned  to  attack  it,  and  knew,  that  if  his  fquadron 
was  there,  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  impracticable. 
His  fufpicions  were  but  too  true  ;  the  french  army 
under  M.  Lally,  had  befieged  it,  with  the  afiiftance 
of  fome  of  the  french  fhips,  and  it  furrendered  the 
2d  of  june.  The  30th  of  may,  Mr.  Pocock  was  in 
fight  of  Pondicherry  ;  and  fome  days  after  hearing 
that  fort  St.  David’s  was  taken,  he  returned  immer 
diately  to  Madrafs.  Pie  put  to  fea  again,  the  25th 
of  July,  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  and  on  the  3d  of 
auguft,  by  taking  advantage  of  a  fea  breeze,  he  got 
the  weather  gage,  and  brought  on  an  engagement. 
In  ten  minutes  M.  d’ Ache  bore  away,  keeping  a  very 
irregular  line,  and  continuing  a  running  fire  till  three 
o’clock,  when  the  englifh  admiral  made  the  fignal 
for  a  general  chace  ;  and  purfued  them  till  it  was  dark, 
when  they  efcaped  by  out-failing  him,  and  got  into 
Pondicherry  road;  where  they  continued  till  the  3d 
oi  feptember,  when  they  failed  for  their  illands  to  clean 
and  refit ;  two  of  their  lhips  being  in  a  very  bad  con¬ 
dition,  and  others  confiderably  damaged. 

M.  Lally,  as  loon  as  had  taken  fort  St.  David’s, 
marched  with  2500  men,  into  the  king  of  Tanjour’s 
country,  to  try,  if  poffible,  to  procure  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney 


ney  from  him  ;  being  refufed,  he  plundered  a  trading 


tember.  About  the  middle  of  december,  the  french 
army  again  moved  from  their  quarters,  and  marched 
to  lay  fiege  to  Madrals  :  colonels  Lawrence  and  Dra¬ 
per  commanded  there,  and  luftained  all  the  attacks 
ot  the  french,  with  the  greatcfh  conduft  and  bravery, 
making  feveral  fuccefsful  falhes :  but  a  reinforcement 
arriving  in  the  port  the  middle  of  february,  1759, 
the  enemy  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retreated  with  the  ut^ 
moft  precipitation,  leaving  behind  them  feveral  baN 
teries  of  cannon  and  mortars ;  having  {offered  very 
ieverely  during  the  fiege.  General  Lally  was  efteemed 
an  officer  of  abilities,  he  had  ferved  many  times  with 
reputation  in  Europe  ;  and  was  of  greater  rank  than 
the  french  court  ufually  fend  into  this  country.  The 
bad  fuccefs  he  met  with  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
miferable  troops  he  commanded,  and  the  want  of  the 
neceffary  fupport  from  Europe.  The  want  of  a 
firmnefs  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  of 
France  at  home,  occafioned  that  manifeft  weaknefs 
which  fo  evidently  appeared  in  all  her  colonies.  There 
were  feveral  other  expeditions  undertaken  on  both 
fides,  in  the  beginning  of  1759  *,  but  I  fhall  give  an 
account  of  them  hereafter.  The  chain  of  affairs  in 
India,  during  the  year  1758,  was  fo  connected,  that 
I  could  not  avoid  giving  a  hi  (lory  of  the  whole  year 
at  once.  It  will  alfo  appear  more  perfpicuous  to  the  1 
reader. 


The  continent  of  Europe  at  this  time,  bid  more 
fair  for  being  the  theatre  of  great  events.  Half  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  I  before  mentioned,  was  employed  in  mak¬ 
ing  preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign.  The 


french  were  very  diligent  in  putting  their  army  on 
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the  Rhine,  on  a  better  footing.  It  will  not  here  be 
amifs  to  take  a  flight  view  of  the  court  of  France  ; 
for  then  the  caufe  of  the  defpicable  figure,  which  the 
french  army  in  Hanover  made,  the  latter  end  of 
the  laft  campaign,  will  more  clearly  appear. 

Madam  de  Pompadour,  miftrefs  to  the  king  of 
France,  had  governed  that  monarch  and  his  kingdom 
for  15  years,  with  the  moft  abfolute  fway.  A  quar¬ 
rel  between  her  and  the  marfhalefs  d'Eftrees  was  the 
occafion  of  recalling  the  marfhal,  indifputably  one  of 
the  greateft  generals  in  France,  from  his  command 
in  Hanover.  The  duke  de  Richelieu,  who  fucceeded 
him,  bought  his  promotion  by  an  immenfe  bribe  to 
her.  This  woman  fet  every  thing,  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown,  up  to  fale  ;  commiflions  in  the  army  and  the 
navy,  were  at  her  dilpolal.  Little  artifices,  and 
petty  pafllons  could  never  make  great  minifters. 
Yet,  fhe  afpired  ftill  higher,  and  aflumed  all  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  defpotic  miftrefs,  that  gave  what  motion 
fhe  pleafed  to  the  ftate  machine.  Mean  fpirited 
councils  naturally  enough  coming  from  her,  and  not 
the  lefs  followed  for  their  being  fo ;  minifters  difi- 
graced,  generals  recalled,  and  appointed  at  her  im¬ 
perious  nod,  and  all  of  thefe  for  the  worft,  fignalized 
her  power  and  her  want  of  judgment.  In  the  mean 
time,  this  fubverfion  of  all  order  and  dignity  threw 
a  general  languor  into  the  adminiftration  of  affairs. 
Fhe  fubjeCts  of  the  greateft  rank,  merit,  and  abili¬ 
ties,  were  either  driven  into  corners,  or  voluntarily 
flirank  from  the  indignity  of  places,  that  could  only 
be  held  on  the  fcandalous  terms  of  paying  court  to 
a  woman,  conftantly  jealous  of  not  having  enough 
of  that  relpedt  fhewn  her,  to  which  fhe  muft  have 
been  confcious  of  having  fo  little  title,  and  but  the 
more  intent  on  hiding  that  meannefs  of  her’s,  by  an 
infolence  fo  much  fitter  to  prove  and  expofe  it.  The 
coniequence  of^  this  muft  be,  the  filling  the  places, 
thus  vacant,  with  petty  characters  ^  whpfe  greateft 
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merit  could  only  be  the  having  none,  as  no  merit 
could  there  exift,  but  what  muft  be  incompatible 
w  ith  a  lubmiffion  to  her,  or  with  lubroiniftering  to 
the  will  and  meafures  of  a  woman,  that  vifibly  facri- 
ficed  to  her  own  private  paflions,  the  king  who  was 
governed,  and  the  kingdom  that  was  difhonoured  by 
her  *.  Under  iuch  an  adminiftration,  could  it  be 
wondered  at,  that  France  made  lb  pitiful  a  figure  in 
the  war  fhe  carried  on.  But  the  neceffity  of  the 
times  called  loudly  for  a  change  of  minilters  and 
meaiures,  and  indeed  the  court  found  themielves 
obliged  to  make  fome  alterations  in  their  conduct. 
The  duke  de  Bellifle,  whofe  abilities  and  conduct 
had  gained  him  fo  great  a  charafler,  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  military  department  -f- ;  in  which  he 

endea- 


*  The  hid.  de  Pompadour,  Vol.  II.  p.  131. 

t  On  the  duke’s  taking  his  place  in  council,  as  fecreta ry  of  war, 
he  made  the  following  fenlible  and  animated  lpeech  ;  which  as  it 
fets  the  bad  date  of  the  french  army  in  a  very  clear  light,  I  lhall 
infert  it  here  : 

“  I  know,  faid  he,  the  date  of  our  armies.  It  gives  me  great 
grief,  and  no  lefs  indignation  :  for  befides  the  real  evil  of  the* dis¬ 
order  in  itfelf,  the  difgrace  and  infamy  which  it  reflects  on  our  go¬ 
vernment,  and  on  the  whole  nation,  is  dill  more  to  be  apprehended. 
The  choice  of  officers  ought  to  be  made  with  mature  deliberation. 
I  know  but  too  well,  to  what  length  the  want  of  difeipline,  pil¬ 
laging,  and  robbing  have  been  carried  on,  by  the  officers  and  com¬ 
mon  men,  after  the  example  fet  them  by  their  generals.  It  morti¬ 
fies  me  to  think  I  am  a  frenchman;  my  principles  are  known  to 
be  very  different  from  thofe  which  are  now  followed.  I  had  the 
fatisfadlion  to  retain  the  edeem,  the  friendffiip,  and  the  confidera- 
tion  of  all  the  princes,  noblemen,  and  even  of  all  the  common 
people,  in  all  parts  of  Germany,  where  I  commanded  the  king’s 
forces.  They  lived  there  in  the  midd  of  abundance  ;  every  one 
was  pleafed  ;  it  fills  my  foul  with  anguidi,  to  find,  that  at  prefent, 
the  french  are  held  in  execration  ;  that  every  body  is  difpirited,  and 
that  many  officers  publicly  fay  things  that  are  criminal,  and  highly 
punifhable.  The  evil  is  fo  great,  that  it  demands  immediate  redrefs. 
I  can  eafily  judge  by  what  paffes  in  my  own  bread,  of  what  our 
generals  feel  from  the  fpeeches  they  mud  daily  hear  in  Germany, 
concerning  our  conduit ;  which  indeed  would  lofe  much  to  be 
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endeavoured  to  make  a  thorough  reformation.  The 
involving  the  french  nation  in  a  german  war,  was  a 
meafure  againft  which  this  minifter  had  before  o-iVen. 
his  advice :  but  as  it  had  been  embraced,  and  his 
country  was  engaged  too  far  to  recede,  he  refolved 
to  put  the  army  in  Germany  on  a  good  footing,  and 
to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour. 

Indeed  the  Fate  of  France,  at  this  time,  was  truly 
deplorable ;  the  great  effort  which  it  was  refolved  to 
make  in  Germany,  drew  off  the  attention  of  the  mi- 
niftry  from  their  marine,  and  confequently  from  the 
due  protection  of  their  trade.  The  royai  navy  ran 
to  ruin,  and  the  trade  of  France,  the  finews  of  their 
power,  was  cut  off  by  the  englifh  Flipping  ;  in  this 
condition,  it  was  impoFible  to  fupport  the  war  vi- 
goroufly  in  America,  and  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  nay,  ir 
was  afterwards  found,  that  even  the  very  coaft  of 
France  was  far  from  being  impenetrable. 


compared  with  that  of  our  allies.  I  mud  particularly  complain  of 
the  delays  and  irregularity  of  the  pods ;  a  fervice  which  is  verv 
ill  provided  for.  I  am  likewife  diipleafed  at  the  negligence  of  our 
generals,  in  returning  anfwers ;  which  is  a  manifed  breach  of  their 
duty.  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  a  thoufand  things  which  are 
done,  would  not  have  been  done,  and  others  which  arc  ueeleaed 
would  have  been  executed.  I  would  have  multiplied  mv  commu¬ 
nications  ;  I  would  have  drong  pods  on  the  right,  on  the  left 
and  in  the  center,  lined  with  troops.  I  would  have  had  ma¬ 
gazines  in  every  place.  The  quiet  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  coun¬ 
try  mould  have  been  equal  to  their  prefent  difaffedtion,  at  be¬ 
ing  harrailed  and  plundered  ;  and  we  fhould  have  been  as  much 
beloved,  as  we  are  at  prefent  abhorred.  The  confequences 
are  too  apparent  to  need  being  mentioned.  I  mud  infid  on  thcfe 
dungs,  becaufe  late  redrefs  is  better  than,  the  continuation  of  the 

This  fpeech  is  a  fenfible  and  juft  one.  But  how  can  we  recon¬ 
cile  the  expreflions  of  humanity  and  tendcrnefs  for  the  conquered 
and  other  countries  in  Germany,  which  it  contains,  with  thofe  we 
VV“h.  ‘n  the  marlhal  duke’s  letters,  found  amon<*  the  papers 
of  marftial  Contades,  at  the  battle  of  Minden  ?— [t  is 'in  his  levers 

are  10  Iook  ‘or  hls  reai  Sentiments,  not  in  his  fpeeches. 


The 
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The  miniftry  in  England  refolved  to  ftrengtheri 
their  alliance  with  Pruflia,  by  another  treaty  with  his 
pru Ilian  majefty.  Finding  that  the  good  agreement 
between  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and  Vienna  was  eve¬ 
ry  day  growing  more  firm,  they  wifely  regarded  the 
fafety  of  that  monarch,  as  neceffary  to  prelerve  the 
ballance  of  power  in  Europe.  Purfuant  to  this  plan, 
a  fecond  convention  was  iigned  the  nthof  april,  be¬ 
tween  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Prufiia,  by 
which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
Ihould  pay,  on  demand,  to  his  prufiian  majefty 
4,000000  german  crowns,  (670,0001.  fterling  :) 
which  fum,  that  monarch  engaged  to  employ  in  aug¬ 
menting  his  forces,  that  were  to  a£t  for  the  good  of 
the  common  caufe.  The  two  kings  alfo  agreed,  not 
to  conclude  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality, 
&c.  with  the  powers  at  war,  but  in  concert,  and  in 
mutual  agreement,  wherein,  both  Ihould  be  by  name 
comprehended.  On  the  20th,  the  commons  voted 
that  fum  for  his  majefty’s  fervice* 

I  left  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  with  the  ha- 
noverian  army  under  his  command,  juft  retired  into 
winter  quarters,  without  meeting  with  any  interrup¬ 
tion  from  the  french,  having  gained  feveral  advan¬ 
tages  over  them.  Count  Clermont  now  commanded 
the  french  army,  the  third  commander  in  chief  it 
had  obeyed  within  a  year  *.  Prince  Ferdinand  di¬ 
vided  his  troops  into  two  bodies,  the  principal  one 
under  himfelf,  marched  on  the  right,  to  the  country 
of  Bremen,  whilft  a  fecond  body,  under  general  Za* 
ftrow,  kept  on  towards  Gifforn.  The  prince  made 

*  It  was  laid,  that  Toon  after  his  arrival  at  Hanover,  he  wrote 
to  his  mailer,  that  he  had  found  his  majefty’s  army  divided  into 
three  bodies,  one  above  ground,  the  other  under  ground,  and  the 
third  in  the  hofpitals.  Therefore  he  defired  his  majeity's  inftru&ions, 
whether  he  Ihould  endeavour  to  bring  the  firit  away,  or  if  he  Ihould 
flay  till  it  had  joined  the  other  two. 


himfelf 


(  2  57  ) 

timfeif  mailer  of  Rottenburg,  Otterlberg,  Verden 
and  Bremen,  by  the  middle  of  fcbruary.with hit! e 
or  no  oppofition  ,  during  his  (lay  at  the  alter  p  are 
being  informed,  that  the  french  general  the  ,,„T’ 
Chabot,  with  a  llrong  detachment,  wa  pofcd  a 

Hoya  upon  the  Wefer,  a  poll  of  fuch  importance 
that  the  prince  refolved  to  dillodge  him.  He  pitched 

"rr  Pn"Ce  ?fr  ten^h  w" 

fek  horfe  T IT'”’  Wlt  l.^0ur  battalions,  and  feme 
!■*?,  1  ,  1  he  y°l,ng  pnnce,  not  20  years  of  ao-e 

full  of  ardour  to  diftinguilh  himfelf,  took  the  com! 

orT  °  n t  ?  G  j00^’  anc^  >n  executing  his  unde’s 

orders  d.fplayed  fo  much  conduct  and  bravery  as 

wou  djtave  done  honour  to  the  maturiT of’the 
rnofc  experienced  general.  ' 

eTot' me„°reSr  ¥ 

t°of  ;°a°fc  Tf  3  f1Uadr  J  were 

^Wefc  “ 

pSg’t  sr  ^eabrctpi? of  »*" tI:: 

time,  that  a  Jong  while  w^fpentb^ettZ  Je^h^ 

SW  rsHF  * 

nothing  butJ  the  fpirit  and^eni^oT’h^1'' °f  Which 
have  extricated  him)  he  ooit  a  Pnnce  could 
of  Casfar  hi«n fe]f*  h<-  r  r  1  "  i  £  re^°  utl0n  worthy 

**•  in  mtrdo,T  “  rd  a"y,  m°“ 

march  brifkly  on  apainf?  tl  more_rnen,  but  to 
manner  as  to  pofTek  hi!  ,nemy’  in  fo  bold  a 

firength,  anti  attach  th  '  ”  ,  W,)ta  ai!  opinion  of  his 
"  .1  attack  them  before  they  could  unde¬ 

ceive 


& 


r 
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ceive  themfelves.  Between  four  and  five  o’clock  ill 
the  morning,  he  marched  directly  againft  Hoya,  with 
a  regiment  of  horfe,  part  of  a  battalion,  and  a  haut- 
bitzer.  When  they  got  upon  the  caufeway,  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  town,  an  unlucldy  accident 
happened,  which  might  have  ruined  the  whole  enter- 
nnle  the  detachment  fired  upon  four  of  the  enemy  s 
dragoons  that  were  patrolling.  This  firing  was  caught 
from  one  to  another,  and  at  latt  became  general. 
This  was  more  than  fufficient  to  have  difcoveied  them  ; 
but  putting  on  a  bold  countenance,  they  continued 
their  march  with  the  greateft  diligence,  and  met  with 
no  cbfiruclion,  till  they  came  to  the  bridge  of  the 
town,  where  a  very  fmart  fire  well  iupported  enfued  •, 
but  the  ground  before  the  gate  not  being  large  enough 
for  the  prince  to  bring  up  all  his  men,  he  judicioufly 
formed  the  refolution  to  turn  the  enemy,  by  attacking 
them  in  the  rear  -,  to  execute  which,  he  went  a  cir¬ 
cuit  round  the  town,  with  part  of  his  men,  attacked 
the  enemy  with  bayonet  fixed,  and  having  drove 
them  out  of  the  town,  with  a  great  (laughter,,  re- 
oined  his  other  party.  Chabot  threw  h.mfelf into 
{he  caftle,  making  a  fhew  of  defence,  but  furrendered 
the  place,  with  his  (tores  and  magazines-,  his  troops 
beum  permitted  to  march  out,  as  the  prince  had  no 

heavy  cannon  to  lay  a  regular  fiege  to  it.  This  piece 
of  fervice  was  executed  the  23d  of  feoruary. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continued  to  advance  -,  and  tne 
french  every  where  to  retreat.  The  5th  of  march  he 
laid  clofe  fiege  to  Minden,  the  only  place  which  the 
french  poffeffed  in  the  deflorate  of  Hanover  :  and  it 
furn-ndered  with  its  garrilbn  of  4000  men  pnioners 

of  war,  the  14th.  The  hanovenan  army  was  every 
where  fuccefsful  ;  the  miferable  condition  of  the  french 
is  not  to  be  deferibed  the  total  negleft  of  military 
difcipline,  the  want  of  cloaths  in  fuch  a  ngorous  ea 
fon  •  the  lofs  of  all  their  baggage,  and  even  their  pro- 
vifions,  by  the  hanoverian  hunters,  who  were  cotinm 
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ally  har raffing  them  :  this  concatenation  of  misfor- 
tunes  had  fo  reduced  their  numbers,  that  the  nl 
fetched  loldiers  were  really  be ’pitied, 

on  rh,  I'"  barbarUief’  ,nflifted  the  W  mifery 

evicuatH ‘iaptanCS  °*  116  COUntry  which  the7  had 
evacuated.  But  one  exception  we  mull  make  to  this 

e  aviour;  the  duke  de  Randan  left  Hanover  with 

all  the  generofity  and  virtue  with  which  lie  had  oQ- 

Cum ‘all’, i  ”y  "'here  ?'•  t!l=  French  generals 
burnt  all  the  magazines  they  could  not  carry  off - 

do  the'Va  ' aiiable,no.b!eman'  although  he  had  rime  to 
do  the  fame  left  them  all  in  the  hands  of  the  ma- 

gidrates,  to  be  gratuitous  diftributed  amon.4  the 
Fir’  ^  eniP  °yed  all  his  vigilence  to  prevent  his 

SSntF  Undring,t  °r  U!lng  any  violencs  to  the  in- 
habitant,,  and  was  himfelf  the  laft  man  that  marched 

i  .o  1  ie  c.nY‘  hor  this  humane  and  generous  be- 

ver  ,0fenr  f""  F"di“"d  th«  regency  of  hZ- 
er,  lent  him  letters  of  thanks  ;  and  the  cleroy  in 

t?/ernA  d>‘d  n°tfail  C0  celehmte  theadiom7  In 
Jhort  the  duke  s  conduct,  which  did  fuch  honour 

ever  dear  tc^Vhe* h  C°Untr.y’  has  made  his  memory  for 
ever  dear  to  the  hanovenans,  and  drew  tears  of  love 

nuifwnve'pF  hlS,  Very  enemies  ’  which  furely 
faction  rV“  gC?eral  a  much  mofe  durable  fatis- 

exam n? 7  ?.  ^  have  bad  from  follow- 
brutal  '„™geP  C0UMr>"ne"-  “  Uaciating  . 

°f  Minden’  the  fa>ch  army 

3£&F  k’  km"S  «fer  magazines  and 

«o  Fade, bo,  ’There  “hn;°fikS,Pr-6  .““h""*  “me 

the  r  y  their  head  quarters 

Uie  isth  or  march  ^ 

rivinrr  fi  *  -'Ut  the  comoined  arm v  'm*- 

ed  a?  faft  ^  at  Melle,  the  french  retreat- 

in  their  march  u7  C°  |°'Vards  the  Rhine,  and 

been  at  Embden  fhe  tr°0ps  that  had 

cmDden,  anu  at  Calfel,  and  in  the  land- 


praviate 


I'  C  if; 
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graviate  of  Heffe,  which  they  evacuated  the  21ft, 
During  their  whole  march  they  were  clofely  purfued 
by  the  pruffian  huflars,  and  the  hanoverian  hunters, 
who  killed  and  made  priloners  numbers  of  their  men. 

At  laft  this  once  formidale  army  pafled  the  Rhine,  only 
leaving  on  the  other  fide  ot  it  a  drong  garrifon  in 
Wefel,  where  the  prince  of  Clermont  fixed  his  head 

quarters. 

A  conftant  train  of  fuccefs  at  this  time  attended 
the  hanoverian  arms  •,  and  every  where  throughout 
the  whole  circle  of  Wedphalia,  the  french  met  with 
the  fevered  rebuffs.  Embden  was  in  the  middle  of 
march  recovered  by  commodore  Holmes,  with  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  men  of  war.  The  french  garrifon 
of  4000  men,  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  the  com¬ 
modore’s  fleet,  evacuated  the  place.  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Holmes  perceived  their  defign,  he  fent  his  armed 
boats  to  purfue  them,  they  took  too  or  three  of  the 
enemy’s  veffels  *,  and  in  one  of-  them  was  found  the 
fon  of  an  officer  of  didindtion,  and  a  large  fum  of 
money.  Mr.  Holmes  immediately  reftored  the  youth 
to  his  father,  and  offered  to  return  the  money,  upon 
receiving  the  officer’s  word  of  honour,  that  it  was 
his  private  property  ;  a  conduct  which  does  honour 
to  the  commodore.  But  we  mud  leave  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  armies  on  the  Rhine,  for  the  prefcnt,  and 
take  a  view  of  the  meafures  which  his  pruffian  majc- 
fty  took  to  didrefs  his  enemies  the  audrians. 

That  monarch  opened  the  campaign  with  the  fiege 
of  Schweidnitz,  which  had  been  blocked  up  all  the 
winter-,  and  after  13  days  fiege,  it  furrendered  the 
1 6th  of  april,  with  its  garrifon,  (which  at  the  begin- 
incr  of  the  blockade  was  7000  men,  but  reduced  by 
ficknefs,  &c.  to  3000)  prifoners  of  war.  By  the 
taking  of  this  important  pod,  the  king  of  Pruffia 
cleared  all  Silefia  of  the  audrians.  His  majedy 
himfelf,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  with  a  part  of 

his  army  towards  Gruffan  and  Friedland,  and  fent  a 

detachment 
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detachment  as  fat  as  Trantenau,  in  Bohemia,  where 
was  an  auftrian  garrifon,  which  after  a  warm  refin¬ 
ance,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  place,  and  fall 
back  to  their  grand  army  at  Konigfgratz,  where  ir 
had  been  ported  fince  the  arrival  of  marfhal  Daun 

who  fet  out  from  Vienna  the  qth  of  march.  Bv  this 
the  pruffians  opened  themfelves  a  way  into  Bohemia 
vohere  they  immediately  poured  in  detachments  of 

ornoXTf  rh  COntnbucions’  and  to  harrals  the 
out-ports  of  the  enemy.  At  the  fame  time,  general 

l STr’he  Vead  0f  an°,ther  det^hment,  marched 
a,ft  the  auftmn  general  Jahnus,  who  was  ported 

r  ot  Glatz>  and  obliged  him  to  abandon 

the  ports  he  had  occupied  in  that  county. 

Befides  the  grand  army  in  Silefia,  his  majefty  formed 

another  under  his  brother  prince  Henry,  of  above 

O 0,000  men,  in  Saxony,  to  oppofe  the  army  of  the 

empire,  which  by  means  of  the  immenfe  d^hgence 

that  was  ufed  in  collecting  the  troops,  and  byloin- 

\ "|  3  Count  DallftrianS’  WaS  agaln  in  a  COnd™n  to 
abc  Count  Dohna  commanded  another  on  the  fide 

of  Pomerania;  and  a  confiderable  body  was  ported 

u  GloSau’ co  cover  Silefia  from  any 

nroads  which  the  ruffians  might  make  into  it  AU 

thefe  arm.es  were  polled  in  fuch  a  mailed,  manner 

as  to  keep  open  a  communication  with  one  another  ’ 

and  were  admirably  fituated  for  their  defdned  puf 

But  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  defign  was  very  diFerenr 
from  what  the  auftrians  imagined  •  he  h^  nl  d 
army  in  fuch  a  pofition,  t 

nS  tK  monaS^’r  ^ 

ans  were  prepTin  J r  1  -  l°°k  5  whUft  the  auftri- 

made  a  raPpid  march  m  PP<^fei1S  m?rch>  he  fuddenly 
he  entered  the  3d  of  may  p1™*  Country 

fore  collected  his  armv'  Z  •  d  fome  tlme  bc" 

.enrnearNeifsm^S—  ^dtl^ 

S  3  to 
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to  Troppau,  he  divided  it  into  two  columns ;  marfhal 
Keith  at  the  head  of  the  firft  column,  fet  out  the  25th 
of  april,  and  took,  the  road  to  Jagerndorf ;  and  the 
Icing  hunfelf  with  the  lecond,  on  the  27th.  1  hele 

two” bodies  entered  the  plain  ot  Olmutz,  one  by 
Sternberg,  and  the  other  by  Gibau.  General  de  la 
V  lie,  who  commanded  a  body  of  auftrian  troops  in 
Moravia,  retired  on  the  approach  ot  the  pruftians, 
who  advanced  by  fwift  and  rapid  marches  ;  de  Ville 
threw  part  of  his  corps  into  Olmutz.  i  he  king  had 
left  o-eneral  bouquet  in  the  county  of  Glatz,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  marfhal  Daun  •,  but  .finding  that  the 
auftrians  were  beginning  their  march  tor  Moravia, 
this  o-eneral  went  to  Neifs,  and  took  under  his  convoy 
the  artillery  and  ftores  that  were  requifite  tor  befieg-^ 
ino  Olmutz,  and  arrived  at  Gibau  on  the  12th  ot 
may  :  the  king  advanced  that  day  as  far  as  Ollfchau, 
and  drove  away  a  body  of  aultrians,  who  retiled  fiorn 
thence  to  Proftnitz,  near  which  place  the  prince  of 
Wurtemburg  fixed  his  camp  of  four  regiments  of 
dragoons,  one  of  huffars,  and  fume  battalions  of  fu- 
z'. leers.  The  king  opened  the  trenches  againll:  Ol¬ 
mutz,  the  27th.  . 

In  the  mean  time,  marfhal  Daun  left  his  camp  at 

Koniofo-ratz,  and  advanced  by  Skalitz,  near  Nachod 
in  Bohemia,  to  Leutomyffel,  where  he  encamped; 
but  quitted  it  the  23d,  entering  Moravia  by  bilu, 
and  marched  to  Gewicz  :  general  Harfch  commanded 
his  vanguard,  and  pitched  his  camp  at  Allerheilige 
onpofite  to  Littau  •,  and  5  or  6000  more  ot  them  at  - 
vanced  to  Proftnitz.  This  fituation  of  the  auftrian 
army  did  honour  to  marfhal  Daun.  1  he  country 
from  Gewicz  to  Littau,  in  which  he  took  his  polls, 
was  fo  mountainous,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  attack 
him  1  le  had  the  fertile  country  ot  Bohemia,  from 
which  he  eafily  and  readily  drew  Supplies,  in  his  back. 
He  was  alfo  from  this  pofition  enabled  to  harrafs  the 
pruffian  army  before  Olmutz,  and  to  mter“P*v“® 
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convoys  which  were  brought  to  them  from  Siiefia 

His  pruffian  majefty  found  a  great  difficulty  in  the 
fiege,  from  the  extent  of  the  works  round  the  city  • 
for  this  obliged  him  to  have  his  pofts  in  many  places 
very  weak.  Marffial  Daun  made  the  moft  of  this 

advantage.  In  the  night  of  the  8th  of  june,  he  at¬ 

tacked  one  of  the  pruffian  pofts,  penetrated  through 
the  camp,  and  threw  fuccours  into  the  city,  whole 
garnfon  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  confifted  of 
6000  men,  under  general  Marlhal.  This  advantage 
encouraged  the  auftrians,  fo  that  fcarce  a  night  pafied 
without  fome  fuch  attacks.  Another  circumftance 
which  retarded  the  king’s  operations  very  much,  was 
the  want  of  forage;  the  auftrians  had  deftroyed  all 
there  was  in  the  king’s  rout  to  Olmutz,  fo  that  his 
horfe  wa^  obliged  to  forage  at  a  confiderable  diftance  • 
which  harrafted  them  extremely.  The  king  of  Pruf- 
ua  endeavoured  by  every  art  in  his  power  to  provoke 
Daun  to  a  battle ;  but  that  able  general  knew  too 
well  the  advantage  of  the  game  he  was  playing,  to 
throw  it  out  of  his  hands.  ;  to’ 

1  he  marfhal  being  informed  that  a  great  pruffian 
convoy  was  to  leave  Troppau  the  25th  of  june,  re- 
folved  by  attacking  it  to  endeavour  to  force  the  pruf- 
fians  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  forces  who  efcorted  this 
convoy,  confifted  of  eight  battalions,  and  near  4000 
recovered  fick.  Daun  detached  general  Jahnus,  who 
was  at  Mughtz,  towards  Bahrn,  and  ordered  a  de¬ 
tachment  to  march  from  Prerau  to  Stadt-Liebe,  that 
the  convoy  might  be  attacked  on  two  fides  ;  and  in 
outer  to  deceive  the  pruffian  army,  he  drew  near  to 
them,  very  near  Predlitz.  But  the  king  was  too  ex- 

raT’zdthen  \  ^  ’  hc  lent  om  ge"<> 

Ztlthen  with  a  ftrong  corps  to  meet  it  The 

convoy  was  attached  on  the  28th,  before  that  aene 

m  could  come  up  with  it ;  but  the  enemy  were  rc- 

E’&SSI.  Marnml  Daun  havins  reinforced 

-s  detachments,  the  convoy  was  again  attacked,  on 

S  4  the 


the  29th,  between  Bantfch  and  Dornfladt.  Part  of 
it  had  fcarce  paft  the  defiles  of  Dornfladt,  when 
the  auflrians  fell  upon  it  with  their  whole  force. 
The  head  of  the  convoy  was  cut  off  from  the  reft : 
and  though  general  Zeithen  did  on  this  occafion, 
all  that  could  be  expected  from  the  moft  experienced 
officer,  yet  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  waggons, 
and  retire  to  Troppau.  Only  the  head  of  the  convoy 
arrived  in  the  pruffian  camp,  the  reft  was  taken  by  the 
enemy.  This  was  a  fatal  ftroke •,  for  had  it  arrived 
fafe,  the  place  would  not  have  held  out  above  a  fort¬ 
night  longer. 

The  king  of  PrufTia  direflly  found  himfelf  under 
the  neceflity  of  raifing  the  fiege  :  and  this  necefiity 
was  augmented,  by  the  news  which  he  every  day  re¬ 
ceived,  of  the  near  approach  of  the  ruffian  army  to 
his  dominions.  Marfhal  Daun  had  made  an  excellent 
movement,  whereby  he  advanced  himfelf  to  Pofnitz, 
in  fuch  an  advantageous  fituation,  that  he  was  able  to. 
fupport  Olmutz  in  the  moft  effectual  manner.  But 
by  this  movement,  he  left  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia 
uncovered.  The  king  of  Pruflia  in  an  inftant  faw 
this  advantage,  and  refolved  to  make  his  retreat  into 
Bohemia:  had  he  fallen  back  into  Silefia,  he  wifely 
forefaw,  that  he  fhould  draw  the  whole  auflrian  army 
into  his  own  dominions.  To  deceive  marfhal  Daun, 
he  kept  up  an  exceeding  brifk  fire  the  day  before  the 
fiege  was  railed  :  but  in  the  night  of  July  1,  the 
king  and  his  whole  army  took  the  road  to  Bohemia, 
and  gained  an  entire  march  upon  the  enemy,  fo  that 
for  ail  the  utmoft  efforts  which  they  made  to  overtake 
him,  he  entered  Bohemia  without  any  lots.  Marfhal 
Keith  marched  by  Littau  to  Muglitz  and  Tribau  ;  the 
king’s  column  marched  by  Konitz.  The  vanguard, 
under  the  prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau,  feized  at  Leuto- 
miffel,  a  confiderable  magazine.  Marfhal  Daun  de¬ 
tached  a  large  body  of  troops,  under  the  generals 
Buccow,  and  Laudohn,  to  harrafs  the  king’s  march  •, 
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but  they  did  not  incommode  him  in  the  leaft.  The 
pruffian  army  proceeded  by  Zwittau  to  Leutomifiel, 
where  it  halted  a  day,  and  from  thence  to  Hohemauth* 
Marfhal  Keith  difperfed  a  body  of  auftrians  at  Holliz, 
while  the  king  marched  by  Leutomifiel,  and  arrived 
the  nth  at  Konigfgratz,  where  general  Buccow  was 
with  7000  men,  who  were  ported  behind  the  Elbe, 
and  in  the  intrenchments  they  had  thrown  up  all  round 
the  city  •,  but  he  retired  in  a  few  days  with  his  little 
army  towards  Clumetz  ;  upon  which  his  pruffian  maje- 
fty  immediately  took  pofieffion  of  that  important  port, 
and  laid  all  the  neighbouring  country  under  contribu¬ 
tion  :  but  as  provifions  grew  very  fcarce,  and  his  pre¬ 
fence  was  wanted  more  and  more  in  his  own  domini¬ 
ons,  he  fent  lieut.  general  Fouquet  with  1 6  battalions 
and  15  fquadrons,  to  occupy  the  port  of  Nachod  : 
the  king  himfelf  marched  to  Oppotfchna  ;  and  mar- 
rtial  Daun’s  army  was  encamped  the  22d  of  july,  on 
the  hills  of  Libifchaw.  As  the  king  had  reiolved  to 
retire  into  Snefia,  he  left  the  camp  of  Koniglgratz, 
the  25th,  and  having  parted  the  IVIettau  the  28th,  en¬ 
camped  at  Jaffina ;  trom  whence  he  dilpatched  gene- 
t  ^1  Retzow,  towards  the  hills  of  Studnitz,  trom 
whence  he  drove  the  auftrian  general  Jahnus!  His 
pruffian  majcfty  directed  his  courie  through  the  county 
of  Glatz,  and  towards  the  northern  part  of  Silerta  * 
he  arrived  the  firft  of  auguft  at  Skalitz,  and  after  a 
rapid  march  ot  21  days,  by  Wifoca,  Politz,  and 
Landthut,  encamped  the  22d  at  Frankfort  on  the 
Oder  ;  where  we  mu  ft  leave  him  for  the  prefent,  to 

take  a  view  or  the  military  operations  between  Great 
Britain  and  France. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France ,  under  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough.  Stores  and  Jhipping  at  St.  Maioe's  burnt . 
Campaign  of  1758  in  America.  General  Abercrombie 
fucceeds  lord  Loudon  as  commander  in  chief.  Defeat  at 
Ficonderoga .  Lord  Howe  fain.  Expedition  againft 
Cape  Breton .  Louiflourg  capitulates.  Remarks  on  its 
importance.  Fort  Frontenac  taken.  Fort  du  Ffuefne 
abandoned .  Reflexions  on  the  juccefs  of  the  campaign 
in  America.  Second  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France , 
under  general  Bligh.  Cherburg  taken ,  and  its  jortifica- 

cions ,  iA  c.  demolifhed .  Third  expedition .  T coops  land 
at  St.  Lunar  bay.  AXion  at  St.  Cas.  Re-embark . 

RefleXions . 


THE  miniftry  in  England  were  divided  in  their 
opinions,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
beft  to  profecute  the  war  againft  France.  Some 
were  for  making  the  great  pufh  in  Germany,  and 
improving  to  the  utmoft  thole  advantages  which 
prince  Ferdinand  had  already  gained.  Others  were 
alfo  for  fending  fome  englith  troops  thither*,  but  not 
for  making  it  the  principal  theatre  of  our  military 
operations,  they  thought  that  our  great  navy  might 
be  employed  to  advantage,  in  convoying  an  army 
over  to  the  coaft  of  France,  and  affiftino-  it  in  the 
attempts  it  fhould  make.  The  latter  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  in  confequence  of  it,  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  of  fhips  being  prepared  at  Spithead,  with  a  luffi- 
cient  number  of  tranfports,  orders  were  iffued  for 
aflembling  a  body  of  troops  on  the  ifle  of  Wight; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  may,  all  the  corps  that 
compofed  this  body  were  in  motion.  A  battering- 
train  of  artillery,  and  all  the  ordnance  proper  for 
luch  an  armament,  had  already  been  embarked  at 

the 
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the  tower,  and  conveyed  to  Portfmouth  1119  tranfports. 
On  the  1 6th,  the  army,  confifting  of  fixteen  batta¬ 
lions,  and  three  companies  of  artillery,  was  formed 
on  the  iile  of  Wight ;  but  nine  troops  of  light  horfe 
defigned  for  this  enterprize,  were  left  on  the 
Portfmouth  fide,  for  the  convenience  of  eafier  em¬ 
barkation.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  was  com¬ 
mander  in  chief ;  lord  George  Sackville  was  fecond 
in  command,  and  under  thefe  was  another  lieutenant 
general,  befides  five  major  generals  Lord  Anfon 
and  fir  Edward  Hawke  commanded  the  grand  fleet ; 
and  commodore  Howe  a  fmaller,  who  was  entrufted 
with  every  thing  that  related  to  landing  the  troops  in 
the  enemy’s  dominions :  for  this  purpofe,  a  confider- 
able  number  of  fiat-bottomed  boats,  of  a  new  in¬ 
vention  were  provided,  and  nothing  was  wanting 
that  could  be  deemed  necelfary  to  forward  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  enterprife.  Lord  Downe,  fir  James 
Lowther,  fir  John  Armitage,  Mr.  Berkeley,  and  Mr. 
Delaval,  perfons  of  diftinction,  rank  and  fortune, 
engaged  as  volunteers  in  the  fervice.  And  the 
whole  nation  formed  the  moft  ardent  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  it. 

The  fleets  ft  fet  fail  the  firft  of  june  ;  that-  under 
lord  Anfon  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  bore  off  to- 


*  Lieutenant  general,  Earl  of  Ancram. 

Major  general  Waldegrave, 

Major  general  Modyn, 

Major  general  Drury, 

Major  general  Bofcawen, 

Major  general  Elliot, 

Brigadier  Elliot,  commanding  the  light  horfe, 

Lieut.  Col.  Motham,  adjutant  general. 

Capt.  Watfon,  quarter  mailer  general,  with  rank  of  lieut.  col. 
Lord  Anfon  s  confided  of  one  fhip  of  i  io  guns,  four  of  go, 

two  of  80,  three  of  64,  two  of  60,  one  of  50,  three  of  *6,  and 
two  of  20.  J 

Commodore.  Howe’s  of  one  of  70,  three  of  ro,  four  of  ?6, 
three  of  20,  nine  of  16,  one  of  14,  and  ten  cutters  of  10.  One 
hundred  tranfports,  20  tenders,  and  ten  llorelhips. 


wards 
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wards  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  with  defign  to  fpreacl  the 
alarm  down  the  whole  coaft  of  France  ;  and  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  fquadron  in  Breft  harbour.  The 
fleet  under  commodore  Howe,  with  the  tranfports, 
having  on  board  the  troops,  amounting,  as  I  laid  be¬ 
fore,  to  fixteen  battalions,  and  nine  troops  of  light 
horl'e,  was  deftined  for  the  bay  of  Cancalle,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  Maloe’s,  where  they  landed  on 
the  5th,  and  direftly  feized  the  polls  and  villages, 
and  the  next  day  marked  out  a  piece  of  ground  for 
a  camp,  in  order  to  fecure  their  retreat.  The  com¬ 
mon  foldiers  and  feamen  plundered  every  thing  that 
came  in  their  way,  and  even  murdered  many  of  the 
old  inhabitants  in  the  villages,  to  the  reproach  of 
difcipline,  and  difgrace  of  humanity.  The  difem- 
barkation  being  finilhed  ;  on  the  7th,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  lord  George  Sackville,  with  the 
firft  column  of  the  army,  began  their  march  towards 
St.  Maioe’s  :  lord  Ancram  with  the  fecond  column, 
advanced  towards  the  fame  place,  by  the  village  of 
Doll.  The  next  day  and  night  a  detachment  of  the 
army  burnt  above  100  fail  of  fhipping,  many  of 
them  privateers,  from  20  to  30  guns,  together  with 
a  great  number  of  magazines,  filled  with  naval  ftores, 
at  St.  Servan  and  Solidore,  a  fauxbourg  to  St.  Maloe’s, 
with  a  large  and  open  harbour.  The  troops  alfo  took 
pofleflion  of  a  fort  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned. 
During  thefe  tranfadfions,  there  was  a  brigade  left 
in  the  intrenchment  at  Cancalle,  who  continued  to 
Jlrengthen  it,  which  was  very  eafily  done,  for  there 
never  was  a  finer  (filiation  for  a  fmall  army  to  make 
a  Hand  againll  any  fuperior  number.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  light  horl’e  and  out  parties  fcoured  the 
country,  and  brought  in  a  coniiderable  number  of 
prifoners  •,  but  the  town  of  St.  Maloe’s  was  toollrong 
for  them  to  attempt  taking  it.  The  10th,  the  troops 
marched  back  to  the  landing  place  at  Cancalle,  and 
encamped  within  the  intrenchments  and  redoubts  juft 

finilhed ; 
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finifhed  ;  and  they  were  re-embarked  the  nth.  The 
next  day  the  town  of  Granville  was  reconnoitred,  by 
a  gentleman  who  had  been  formerly  in  that  place,. 
He  perceived  a  camp  before  it,  and  received  intelli¬ 
gence,  that  there  was  a  confiderable  body  of  troops 
there  under  the  marfhal  de  Harcourt,  commander  of 
the  french  troops  in  Normandy.  The  28th,  they 
directed  their  courfe  to  Cherbourg,  the  bay  of  which 
is  open  to  the  fea,  without  affording  any  iecurity  to 
flipping.  Here  it  was  refolved  to  land,  and  a  difpo- 
fition  was  made  accordingly.  The  generals  deter¬ 
mined,  that  the  forts  Querqueville,  Hommet,  and 
Gallet,  fhould  be  attacked  in  the  night,  by  the  firfl 
regiment  of  guards.  The  men  were  actually  difri- 
buted  in  the  flat  bottomed  boats,  when  a  very  high 
wind  arofe,  and  obliged  them  to  poflpone  the  attack  ; 
and  the  weather  continuing  to  be  unfavourable,  it 
was  judged  proper  to  put  to  fea  immediately  ;  accord¬ 
ingly  the  fleet  failed  towards  the  ifle  of  Wight,  and 
anchored  at  St.  Helen’s  the  1  ft  of  July.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  and  lord  George  Sackville  fet  out  for 
London,  where  the  king  received  them  very  graci- 
oufly,  leaving  the  command  of  the  troops  to  the  earl 
of  Ancram.  The  5th,  orders  came  to  difembark 
the  troops,  till  the  tranfports  fhould  be  revidtualled. 
They  accordingly  landed  at  Cowes,  and  marched  into 
their  old  intrenchments. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  this  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  France.  Concerning  the  fuccefs  of  it,  we  fhould 
obferve,  that  the  defign  which  the  englifh  miniftry  had 
in  making  the  attempt  was,  to  deftroy  the  enemy’s 
flipping  and  naval  fores,  to  fecure  the  navigation  of 
the  englifh  channel ;  and  to  alarm  the  king  of  France 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would  oblige  him  to  employ  a 
great  number  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
coaf  ;  to  hamper  him  in  the  profecution  of  hisdefigns 
upon  Germany,  and  to  fcreen  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  from  the  danger  of  any  invafion  or  infult.  It 

fhould 
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fhould  alfo  be  remembered,  that  the  fuccefs  which 
attended  the  expedition,  was  obtained  with  little  or 
no  lofs.  But  whether  we  may  reafonably  pronounce, 
that  the  good  refulting  from  the  expedition,  paid 
for  the  expence  we  were  at  in  forming  and  executing 
it,  is  a  point  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide.  Indeed  the 
french  king,  while  an  englilh  fquadron  of  fhips,  and 
a  ftrong  body  of  troops  were  employed  in  attacking 
the  maritime  parts  of  France, could  not  fend  fuchpow- 
erful  reinforcements  to  his  armies  in  Germany,  as  if 
his  own  dominions  were  entirely  free  from  fuch  infult. 
Befides,  this  fuccefs  convinced  all  Europe  of  the  real 
fuperiority  of  the  englifh  naval  power,  which  attacked 
the  coafts  of  France,  while  other  fquadrons  blocked 
up  their  fhips  in  their  own  harbours. 

In  America  it  was  reafonable  toexpedl  better  fuccefs 
than  our  arms  had  hitherto  met  with,  for  the  force 
which  was  employed  was  very  formidable.  Three 
grand  expeditions  were  undertaken  *,  one  again!!  Lou- 
ifburg,  another  againft  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  and  the  third  againll  fort  du  Quefne.  Ge¬ 
neral  Abercrombie  lucceeded  lord  Loudon  in  the 
chief  command,  his  lordfhip  being  recalled  in  the 
winter  •,  and  he  refolved  to  command  the  expedition 
again!!  Ticonderoga,  himfelf.  Flaving  collected  the 
troops  together,  he  embarked  them  to  the  number  of 
6oco  regulars,  and  9000  provincials,  with  a  good 
train  of  artillery,  in  900  batteaus  and  150  whale 
boats  on  the  lake  George,  the  5th  of  July  ;  and 
landed  at  the  deftined  place  the  6th  ;  the  general 
formed  his  troops  into  four  columns,  and  marched 
againft  Ticonderoga.  The  enemy’s  advanced  guard 
fled  on  his  approach,  deferring  a  logged  camp,  after 
burning  their  tents,  &c.  The  country  was  all  a 
wood,  through  which  the  englilh  army  continued 
their  march  but  found  it  impaffible  with  any  re¬ 
gularity  lor  fuch  a  body  of  men,  and  the  guides 
were  unfkilful,  the  troops  were  bewildered,  and  the 

columns 
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columns  broke,  falling  in  upon  one  another.  Lord 
Howe,  at  the  head  of  the  right  center  column,  be¬ 
ing  fomewhat  advanced,  fell  in  with  a  party  of  french 
regulars,  of  about  400  men,  who  had  likewife  loft 
themfelves  in  their  retreat,  from  their  advanced  guard  : 
a  fkirmifh  enfued,  in  which  the  french  party  were  de¬ 
feated,  with  fome  lofs.  This  advantage  colt  the  eng- 
glifh  very  dear,  their  lofs  was  inconfiderable  in  num¬ 
bers,  but  great  in  confequence.  The  gallant  lord 
Howe  was  the  firft  man  that  fell.  This  brave  young 
nobleman  was  an  honour  to  his  country  :  his  genius, 
courage  and  judgment  difplayed  themfelves  in  all  his 
adfions.  His  regiment  was  one  of  the  beft  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  owing  entirely  to  the  care  which  his  lordfhip 
took  of  their  difcipline  ;  and  his  inftrufting  them 
particularly  in  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  in  that  woody 
country.  His  death  fpread  the  greateft  grief  and  con- 
fternation  throughout  the  whole  army,  as  he  was  de- 
fervedly  and  univerfally  beloved  and  refpe&ed  in  it. 
Commodore  Howe  fucceeded  him  in  his  title  and  in 
his  virtues  *. 

General  Abercrombie  had  taken  feveral  prifoners, 
who  were  unanimous  in  their  reports,  that  the  french 
had  about  6000  men  encamped  before  their  fort  at 
Ticonderoga,  who  were  intrenching  themfelves,  and 

*  There  is  fomething  fo  noble  and  pathetic  in  the  following  ad- 
vertifement,  that  any  apology  for  inferting  it  is  needlefs.  It  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  public  papers  foon  after  lord  Howe’s  death. 

“  To  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  freeholders  and  burgeffes  of  the 
town,  and  county  of  the  town  of  Nottingham, 

As  lord  Howe  is  now  abfent  upon  the  public  fervice,  and  lieut. 
colonel  Howe  is  with  his  regiment  at  Louifburg,  it  relts  upon  me 
to  beg  the  favour  of  your  votes  and  interefls,  that  lieut.  colonel 

Howe  may  fupply  the  place  of  his  late  brother,  as  your  reprefen- 
tative  in  parliament. 

Permit  me  therefore,  to  implore  the  prote&ion  of  every  one  of 

you,  as  the  mother  of  him,  whole  life  has  been  loft  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country. 

Albemarle-ftreet, 

Sept.  14,  1758.  Charlotte  Howe. 

throwing 
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throwing  up  a  breaft-work  ;  and  that  they  expetted  a 
reinforcement  of  3000  Canadians,  belides  indians  :  on 
this  intelligence,  he  thought  it  molt  advifeable  to  lofe 
no  time,  but  attack  them  direftly.  Accordingly,  on 
the  8th,  he  fent  Mr.  Clerk  the  engineer,  a-crofs  the 
river,  oppofite  to  the  fort,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy’s  intrenchments ;  on  his  return,  he  reported, 
that  an  attack  was  practicable,  if  made  before  the  in¬ 
trenchments,  &c.  were  finilhed  :  the  general  then  de¬ 
termined  to  ftorm  it  that  very  day,  without  waiting 
for  the  artillery,  which  was  not  yet  come  up.  The 
rangers,  light  infantry,  and  the  right  wing  of  the 
provincials,  were  polled  in  a  line  out  of  cannon  Ihot 
of  the  intrenchments,  in  order  that  the  regular  troops 
deltined  for  the  attack  of  the  intrenchments  might 
form  in  their  rear.  The  picquets  were  to  begin  the 
attack,  fuftained  by  the  grenadiers,  and  they  by  the 
battalions :  the  whole  were  ordered  to  march  up  briikly, 
rufh  upon  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  not  to  give  their’s  till 
they  were  within  the  enemy’s  break  work. 

Thefe  orders  being  iflued,  the  whole  army,  except 
thofe  left  at  the  landing  place,  for  the  defence  of  the 
batteaus,  &c.  were  put  into  motion,  and  advanced 
againft  the  fort,  which  the  french  had  made  as  ftrong 
as  poffible.  It  is  fituated  on  a  tongue  of  land  between 
lake  George,  and  a  narrow  gut,  which  communicates 
with  the  lake  Champlain.  On  three  fides,  it  is  fur- 
rounded  with  water  ;  and  for  a  good  part  of  the 
fourth,  it  has  a  dangerous  morafs  in  the  front ;  where 
that  failed,  the  french  had  made  a  very  ftrong  line 
near  eight  feet  high,  defended  by  cannon,  and  fe- 
cured  by  4  or  5000  men.  They  had  alfo  felled  a 
great  many  trees  for  about  an  hundred  yards,  with 
their  branches  outward.  Such  was  the  poft  which 
the  engineer  had  reported  to  be  fo  weak,  that  it  was 
practicable  to  attack  it  without  cannon. 

1  he  englifh  army  advanced  boldly  towards  it. 
When  they  came  up,  they  not  only  perceived,  how 

much 
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"°ngCr  the,Cne,my’S  intrench  merits  were,  than 
they  had  imagined,  but  alfo  felt  it  very  feverelv 
The  troops  behaved  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  gal- 
Jantry  ;  but  found  themfelves  fo  entangled  amonlft 
the  felled  trees,  and  fo  uncovered  for  want  of  artil¬ 
lery,  that  they  iufferedmoft  terribly  in  their  approaches  • 
and  made  fo  little  impreffion  on  the  intrenchments, 
that  the  generals,  feeing  their  reiterated  and  obftinate 
orts  ai  o  fuccefs,  and  the  troops  having  been 
upwards  of  four  hours  expofed  to  a  moft  terrible 
hre,  thought  it  neceifary  to  order  a  retreat,  to  fave  the 
broieen  remains  of  their  army.  Near  2000  men  were 
i  .ed  °i  wounded  in  this  precipitate  and  bad  con¬ 
ducted  attack.  General  Abercrombie  fhewed  that  he 

“  aSfl  faift  as  he  CouId  advance  ;  for  after 

a  moft  fpeedy  flight,  the  army  arrived  the  oth  at 

which  °rmer,camp’. to  th.e  Southward  of  lake  George, 
vh,cl.  was  the  evening  after  the  action. 

•  rn  miIitai7  expeditions  ;  but  particularly  thofe 
rinn  C  1  a  j0Untry  as  north  America,  the  greateft  cau- 
n  "Vprudencf’  and  circumfpedion,  are  abfolutely 

eendTf  7  thf  condu6tinS  ^em.  What  muft  that 
L"  7  ted’  whoaccePts  employments  without  abi- 
h  .es  to  execute  them  ;  who  receives  the  public  mo- 

Sth  0f  5  **?’  Jn,  re£m'n  makes  a  Sacrifice  of  the 
death  of  thomands  of  his  fellow  fubjeAs,  by  his  blun¬ 
ders  in  the  field.  J  y 

wafrhVlefm?ftim?°rta^enterPrizein  north  America, 
bv  fS  Ca  °n  L°uifburg  ’  k  had  been  concerted 

y  he  miniftry  in  England  very  early  in  the  year  • 

confifted  ofcP7ann!  7  f!°rtfmoi,th  fome  time,  and 
1  of  21  flnps  of  thehne,  and  20  frigates*.  Ad¬ 
miral 
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Ships. 

Nam  ure 
Royal1  William 
Princefs  Amelia 
Dublin 


Guns. 

90 

84 

80 

74 


Ships. 

Terrible 

Northumberland 

Vanguard 

Orford 


Guns, 

74 

70 

70 

70 

Burford 
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Admiral  Boicawen  was  commander  in  chief  , by  fea, 
having  under  him,  fir  Charles  Hardy,  rear-admiral, 
and  Philip  Durel,  efq.  commodore.  Major  general 
Amherft  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  land  foic.es, 
and  under  him,  brigadier  generals  Vv  hitmoie,  Law¬ 
rence,  and  Wolfe.  Colonel  Baffide,  chief  engined , 
col.  Williamfon,  commander  of  the  train  of  artillery. 
Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  from  England,  with  part  of 
the  above  fleet,  the  19th  or  february,  and  having 
joined  the  north  american  forces,  at  Haljifax  in  Nova 
Scotia,  failed  from  thence  the  28th  of  may.  1  he 
land  forces  aboard  the  fleet  (which  confided  of  157 
fail)  amounted  to  14,000  men.  The  fleet  anchored 
in  Gabarus  bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  the 
2d  of  iune.  That  evening  the  general,  with  briga- 
diers  Lawrence  and  Wolfe,  reconnoitered  the  fhoie 
as  near  as  he  could,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  land- 
ino-  in  three  places.  The  enemy  had  made  entrench¬ 
ments  alonp-  the  fhore,  mounted  with  cannon,  and 
lined  with  a  numerous  infantry,  where-ever  there  was 
any  likelihood  of  the  englifli  attempting  to  land.  It 
was  the  eighth  before  they  could  land  their  troops,  the 
furff  on  fhore  had  been  fo  great,  that  no  boat  could 
poffibly  live.  During  the  intermediate  time,  the 
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Burford 

Somerfet 

Lancafter 

Devon  lhire 

Bedford 

Captain 

Prince  Frederick 
Pembroke 
King  lion 
York 

Prince  of  Orange 

Defiance 

Nottingham 

Centurian 

Sutherland 


Guns. 

70 

7° 

7° 

66 

64 

64 

64 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

54- 

5° 


Frigates. 

Juno 

Diana 

Boreas 

Faent 

Grammont 

Shannon 

Hind 

Portmahon 

Nightengale 

Kennington 

Squirrel 

Beaver 

Hunter 

Scarborough,  Hawke,  /etna, 
Lightning,  Tyloc. 

french 


# 
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french  had  been  making  their  entrenchments  as  ftrona- 
as  poffible,  they  had  cannonaded  and  threw  fhells 
though  ineffectually,  at  the  fhips.  But  on  the  8th’ 
the  admiral  finding  that  the  furff  was  fomewhat 
abate, j,  the  troops  were  affembled  in  the  boats  be¬ 
fore  break  of  day,  in  three  divifions.  The  Ken- 
mngton  frigate  was  ftationed  on  the  left,  and  began 
the  fire  upon  the  enemy,  followed  by  the  Grammo°nt 
.  A-nana,  and  Shannon  frigates  in  the  center,  and  the 
Sutherland  and  Squirrel  upon  the  right :  when  this 
hie  had  continued  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
boats  upon  the  left,  rowed  into  fhore,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  brigadier  general  Wolfe.  The  divifion  on 
the  ijght,  under  the  command  of  brigadier  general 
Whitmore,  rowed  towards  the  White  Point T  as  if 
intending  to  force  a  landing  there.  The  center  di- 
vifion,  under  brigadier  general  Lawrence,  made  at 

cove  Th1?6/  r"  °l  lacding’  at  the  frelh  wate^ 

j.  j '  j  two  divifions,  which  were  only  in- 

par?  anH  femtS’  dr,ew.the  enemy’s  attention  to  every 
cmft  f d  PreVCnted  !he!r  trooPs>  P°fted  along  the 

reaUandZ  J°imnS Kh°fe  the  riSht>  where  the 
real  landing  was  to  be  made. 

thel^TTV0  themean  cime’  were  not  idle;  as 

were  fnU  ™  ?XPefled  fuch  a  vifit,  they 

ur  n  y,piePa,ed  to  refiftit.  They  had  thrown  up 
bread-works,  at  every  probable  place  of  landing  for- 

tified  at  proper  didances  with  cannon  ;  befides  an  im- 

menfe  number  of  fwivels  of  an  extraordinary  calibre 

ounteJ  on  very  ftrong  perpendicular  docks  of  wood 

dnven  mto  the  ground  :  they  had  alfo  prepared  for 

fn  themr  d  %  S  reda"S’  mounted  ^ith  cannon, 
the  kind  ^  advanugeous  fituations.  Nothing  of 

fiderino-  thenu^r  '  perhaPs  morc  complete,  con- 

<hefe  fortificaZr  BeTd"semSy,ld  °"  'hem;  than 

rhp  fmne  i*  *  ^  v  the  approaches  to 

he  creel  h?  T?  /T'™1  difficult,  by 

'he  trees  they  had  la,d  eery  thick  cpo„  the  ffioref 

7  2 


round 
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round  all  the  cove,  with  their  branches  lying  towards 
the  Tea,  for  the  diftance  of  20  or  30  yards.  Nor 
could  this  ftratagem  be  fufpedted  at  any  great  diftance, 
as  the  place  had  the  appearance  ot  one  continued 
green  of  little  fcattered  branches  of  fir  :  and  but 
very  few  of  the  guns  on  their  lines  were  to  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  out  of  the  reach  of  their  metal  •,  the  reft 
were  artificially  concealed  from  view,  with  fpruce 
branches. 

The  french  adted  very  wifely,  did  not  throw  away 
a  fhot,  till  the  boats  were  near  in  fhore,  and  then  un- 
mafking  the  latent  deftruftion,  by  the  removal  of  the 
fpruce  branches,  they  directed  the  whole  fire  of  their 
cannon  and  mufketry  upon  them.  The  lurff  was  fo 
great,  that  a  place  could  hardly  be  found  to  get  a 
boat  on  fhore.  But  notwithftanding  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  violence  of  the  furff,  brigadier  Wolfe 
purfued  his  point,  and  landed  juft  at  their  left  ot  the 
cove,  took  poft,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  forced 
them  to  retreat.  Many  boats  overlet,  feveral  broke 
to  pieces,  and  all  the  men  jumped  into  the  water 
to  get  on  fhore,  among  the  firft  of  whom  was  gene¬ 
ral  Wolfe.  As  foon  as  the  left  divifion  was  debarked, 
the  center  rowed  to  the  left,  and  landed.  After  that 
brigadier  Whitmore  with  the  divifion  of  the  right 
wing,  gained  the  fhore  amidft  a  continual  difeharge 
of  fhot  and  fhells  from  the  enemy’s  lines.  And  laft 
of  all  landed  the  commander  in  chief,  major  general 
Amherft,  in  the  rear,  full  of  the  higheft  fatisfaftion, 
from  feeing  the  refolution,  bravery,  and  fuccefs  of 
the  troops,  in  furmounting  difficulties  and  delpifing 
dangers.  A  noble  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit  he  had  to 
depend  on  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  enterprize. 

The  moment  the  troops  were  landed,  they  attacked 
a  ftrong  battery  near  them  in  flank,  with  fo  much 
vigor,  as  foon  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  it.  And 
they  fled  on  all  fides  ;  they  were  purfued  till  they  got 

within  cannon  fhot  of  the  town.  In  a  few  days  after 

the 
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the  landing  was  effedled,  the  garrifon  took  the  fea- 
fonabie  precaution  of  fetting  file  to  the  barracks,  and 
deftroying  in  one  general  conflagration  all  their’  out¬ 
buildings  •,  and  left  nothing  (landing  within  two  miles 
of  the  town  walls. 

General  Amherfl  having  traced  out  a  camp,  fent 
brigadier  Wolfe  with  a  flrong  detachment,  round  the 
north-eaft  harbour,  to  a  point  of  land  ;  five  or  fix 
flrips  of  the  line,  and  as  many  frigates,  which  were 
in  the  harbour,  could  bring  all  their  guns  to  bear 
upon  the  approaches  of  the  englifh,  befides  a  battery- 
on  the  ifland  in  the  harbour,  which  did  the  fame  :  to 
filence  thefe,  general  Wolfe  was  detached  to  the  light 
houfe  point;  where,  on  the  12th,  he  took  pofTeffion 
of  all  the  enemy’s  pods,  and  by  his  fire,  he  filenced 
the  enemy’s  ifland  battery  on  the  25th  ;  but  the  fhips 
ftill  continued  to  bear  upon  him. 

-  It  was  with  infinite  difficulty  and  labour,  that  a  road 
was  made  from  a  proper  landing  place,  for  the  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  artillery  to  the  camp,  when  landed.  The 
ruggednefs  of  the  ground  was  fuch,  that  it  was  near 
a  month  before  it  was  finifhed.  The  21ft  of  juiy, 
one  of  the  fhips  that  had  continued  firing  on  general 
Wolfe’s  batteries,  took  fire,  and  blew  up,  and  the 
flames  communicating  to  the  fails  of  two  others,  they 
were  alfo  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge.  This  was  a  fad  ac¬ 
cident  to  the  enemy,  as  it  was  not  to  be  repaired.  The 
fiege,  dining  the  firft  part,  went  on  very  flowly  ; 
but  by  the  middle  of  july,  the  great  abilities  of  the 
generals  Amherfl  and  Vfolfe,  had  got  the  better  of 
innumerable  difficulties,  and  by  a  well  concerted  and 
continual  fire,  great  part  of  the  town  was  reduced  to 
affies.  The  admiral  was  alfo  extremely  attentive  to 
employ  ffis  fhips  to  the  befl  advantage,  and  gave  all 
the  affiftance  in  his  power  on  every  occafion,  to  the 
rand  forces :  he  had  the  24th  of  july  acquainted  the 
general,  that  he  intended  fending  600  failors  in  boats, 
into  t  ie  harbour,  to  deflroy,  or  bring  away  two  french 

*  3  1  men 


men  of  war,  that  yet  remained.  The  25th,  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  fent  them  in,  under  the  command  of  the 
captains  Laforey  and  Balfour;  they  put  off  about  12 
o’clock  at  night,  and  by  the  advantage  of  the  foggy 
darknefs,  and  the  inviolable  flence  of  the  people, 
paddled  into  the  harbour  of  Louifburg  unperceived. 
It  had  been  before  concerted,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
prodigious  brifk  fire  kept  up  from  the  trenches  all 
night,  to  draw  the  enemy’s  attention  from  the  har- 
bour,  which  had  a  good  eff'edt.  In  their  feeming  fe- 
curity,  after  the  boats  had  pufhed  almoft  as  far  as  the 
grand  battery,  left  the  fhips  fhould  be  too  much 
alarmed  by  their  oars,  they  took  a  fweep  from  thence 
towards  that  part  of  the  harbour,  where  they  knew 
the  fhips  were,  and  prefently  difcovered  them.  Each 
divifion  of  the  boats  was  no  fooner  within  fight 
of  the  two  fliips,  captain  Laforey’s  of  le  Prudent, 
and  captain  Balfour’s  of  le  Bienfaifant,  than  the 
centinels  hailed  them  in  vain,  and  began  to  fire 
on  them  ;  and  the  two  captains  ordered  their  boats 
to  give  way  along  fide  their  refpeftive  fhips,  and  to 
board  them  immediately.  In  fhort,  the  men  gave 
three  cheers  as  they  pulled  up  along  the  iides,  boarded 
them  with  -the  greateft  bravery-  and  took  them ; 
le  Prudent  being  on  ground,  they  burnt  her,  and 
towed  off  the  Bienfaifant  in  the  midft  of  a  moft  for¬ 
midable  fire  from  the  mortified  enemy.  One  of  the 
braveft  and  beft  concerted  attempts  that  ever  was 
undertaken  ;  and  does  equal  honour  to  the  admiral 
who  planned  it,  and  the  captains  and  common  men, 
who  executed  it. 

The  26th,  the  admiral  came  on  fhore,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  general  Amherft,  that  he  defigned  fending 
fix  of  his  men  of  war  into  the  harbour  the  next  day, 
to  batter  the  fortifications  on  the  fea  fide.  Pie  was 
but  juft  come  on  fhore,  when  Mr.  Amherft  received 
a  letter  from  the  governor,  offering  to  capitulate, 

much  on  the  fame  terms  as  were  granted  to  the  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  of  Minorca  ;  but,  in  anfwcr  to  it,  admiral  Bof- 
cawen  and  general  Amherft  returned  the  following 
anlwer  : 

“  In  anfwer  to  the  propofal  I  have  juft  now  had 
the  honour  to  receive  from  your  excellency,  by  the 
fieur  Loppinot,  I  have  only  to  tell  your  excellency, 
that  it  hath  been  determined  by  his  excellency  admi¬ 
ral  Bofcawen  and  me,  that  his  fhips  fhall  go  in  to¬ 
morrow,  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  town. 
Your  excellency  knows  very  well  the  fituation  of  the 
army  and  fleet*,  and  as  his  excellency  the  admiral,  as 
well  as  I,  is  very  defirous  to  prevent  the  effulion  of 
blood,  we  give  your  excellency  one  hour,  after  re¬ 
ceiving  this,  to  determine,  either  to  capitulate  as  pri- 
foners  of  war,  or  to  take  upon  you  all  the  bad  con- 
fequences  of  a  defence,  againft  this  fleet  and  army. 

Boscawen, 

Jeff.  Amherst,” 

To  which  letter,  the  governor  returned  the  follow¬ 
ing  relolution  : 

“  To  anfwer  your  excellencies  in  as  few  words 
as  poflible,  I  fhall  have  the  honour  to  repeat  to  you, 
that  my  refolution  is  ftill  the  fame  •,  and  that  I  will 
fuffer  the  confequences,  and  fuftain  the  attack  you 
fpeak  off. 

Le  chevalier  cie  Drucour.” 

However,  M.  de  Drucour  changed  his  opinion  *, 
for  as  foon  as  Meflrs.  Bofcawen  and  Amherft’s  letter 
was  received  into  Louifburg,  M.  Prevot,  commifTary 
general,  and  intendant  ot  the  colony,  brought  him 
a  petition  from  the  traders  and  inhabitants  •,  which 
determined  him  to  fend  back  the  officer,  who  had 
carried  his  former  letter  to  make  his  fubrr.ifiion  to 
the  law  of  force  :  and  accordingly  the  articles  of  ca~ 

T  4  pitulation 
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pitulation  *  were  agreed  on,  whereby  the  garrifon  be- 
came  prifoners  of  war. 

On 

*  I.  The  garrifon  of  Louifburg,  fhall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and 
{hall  be  carried  to  England,  in  the  (hips  of  his  britannic  majefty. 

II.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  provifions,  as  well  as  the  arms 
of  any  kind  whatfoever,  which  are  at  prefent  in  the  town  of  Louif- 
burg,  the  illands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John,  with  their  appur¬ 
tenances,  fhall  be  delivered,  without  the  lealt  damage,  to  iuch 
commiffaries,  as  fhall  be  appointed  to  receive  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  britannic  majefty. 

III.  The  governor  fhall  give  his  orders,  that  the  troops  which 
are  in  the  iftand  of  St.  John,  and  its  appurtenances,  fhall  go  on 
board  fuch  fhips  of  war,  as  the  admiral  fhall  fend  to  receive 
them. 

IV.  The  gate  caked  Porte  Dauphine,  fhall  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  his  britannic  majefty,  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock  in  the- 
morning,  and  the  garrifon,  including  all  thofe  that  carried  arms, 
drawn  up  at  noon  on  the  efplanade,  where  they  fhall  lay  down  their 
arms,  colours,  implements,  and  ornaments  of  war.  And  the  gar¬ 
rifon  fhall  go  on  board,  in  order  to  be  carried  to  England  in  a  con¬ 
venient  time. 

V.  The  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  that 
are  in  the  hofpitals,  as  of  thofe  belonging  to  his  britannic  ma¬ 
jefty. 

VI.  The  merchants  and  their  clerks,  that  have  not  carried  arms 
fhall  be  fent  to  France,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  admiral  fhall  think  ■ 
proper. 

Louifburg,  July  26,  1758, 

Le  chevalier  de  Drucour, 
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with  beds  and  coins, 
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On  the  27th,  three  companies  of  grenadiers,  under 
the  command  of  major  Farquhar,  took  poffdTion  of 
the  weft-gate  ;  and  general  Amherft  fent  in  brigadier 
Whitmore,  to  fee  the  garrifon  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  poll  the  neceffary  guards  in  the  town,  on  the 


Hound  fhot, 


Mu/kets  with  accoutrements. 
Powder,  whole  barrels, 

Mufket  cartridges. 

Ditto  balls, — tons, 

36 
24 

1  2 
6 
36 

24  , 

1 2 
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Pick -axes, 

Iron  crows. 

Iron  wedges, 
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C  large 
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53 
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6 
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36 

36 

18 


State  of  the  garrifon. 

Number  of  officers,  214.  Of  foldiers  fit  for  duty,  2374.  Of 
fick  and  wounded,  443.  Of  the  fea  officers,  135.  Of  private 
men  and  marines  fit  for  duty,  1 1 24*  Sick  and  wounded  belonging 
to  the /hips,  1357.  Total  taken  prifoners,  5637. 
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ftores,  magazines,  &c.  All  the  french  men  of  war 
that  were  in  the  harbour,  were  taken  or  deftroyed. 
The  Prudent,  74  guns,  was  burnt  by  the  boats  of 
the  fleet :  Entreprennant,  74  guns,  blown  up  and 
burnt  •,  Capricieux,  Celebre,  of  64  guns  each,  burnt 
by  the  Entreprannant ;  Bienfaifant,  64  guns,  taken  by 
the  boats  ;  Apollo  50,  Chevre,  Biche,  and  Fidelle 
frigates,  funk  by  the  enemy  acrofs  the  harbour’s 
mouth.  Diana  36,  taken  by  the  Boreas.  Eccho 
26,  taken  by  the  Juno. 

In  this  advantageous  and  glorious  manner  ended 
one  of  the  mod  important  enterprizes  of  the  whole 
war;  and  with  fo  trifling  a  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the 
englifh,  as  about  400  men.  The  britifli  miniflry 
displayed  their  judgment  in  planning  this  attempt. 
The  genius,  conduct,  and  bravery  of  the  commanders 
who  executed  it,  was  equalled  by  nothing,  but  the 
noble  emulation  and  arduous  perfeverance,  and  the 
defperate  courage  of  the  troops  they  commanded  ; 
in  particular,  admiral  Bofcawen,  and  the  generals 
Amherft  and  Wolfe,  gained  immortal  honour  :  the 
former  received  the  thanks  of  the  houle  of  commons. 

The  conqueft  of  this  valuable  ifland  was  of  the 
greatefl  advantage  to  the  north  american  colonies  : 
Louifburg,  by  its  fituation,  was  a  conftant  repofitory 
for  the  french  privateers,  who  came  out  from  thence 
in  great  numbers,  and  continually  infefted  the  coafls 
of  the  englifh  fettlements.  But  its  importance  to 
Britain  in  general,  is  ftiil  clearer;  it  was  the  only 
place  at  which  the  french  could  cure,  or  from  whence 
they  could  catch  their  cod,  the  fifli  which  is  taken 
in  fuch  great  abundance  in  thole  Teas.  This  fifhery 
has  many  times  been  computed  to  bring  France  in 
upwards  of  1,000000  1.  fierling  yearly,  befides 
maintaining  near  20,000  fearnen  in  conftant  em¬ 
ployment.  This  article  alone  fufficiently  fpeaks 
its  real  importance.  Louifburg  was  alfo  the  key 
to  their  fettlements,  on  the  continent  of  north 

America ; 
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America;  ail  thefhips  that  went  from  France  to  Ca¬ 
nada  touched  here  ;  before  they  ventured  into  the  ri¬ 
ver  St.  Laurence ;  the  french  foon  found  how  great 
this  part  of  their  lofs  proved,  it  being  very  eafy  for 
the  poffeffors  of  Cape  Breton  and  Newfoundland  to 

intercept  moft  of  the  flips  that  go  from  Europe  to 
Canada. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Abercrombie,  to  repair 
the  misfortune  he  met  with  at  Ticonderomt,  dil- 
patched  lieutenant  colonel  Bradftreet,  with  3000 
troops  to  make  an  attack  upon  fort  Frontenac  ;  a  for- 
trefs  which  the  french  had  built  on  Jake  Ontario 
Mr.  Bradftreet,  after  a  difficult,  but  well  conduced 
march  to  Ofwego,  embarked  his  troops  there,  and 
landed  them  within  a  mile  of  fort  Frontenac,  the 
25th  of  auguft ;  the  garrifon  made  little  oppofttion 
furrendering  prifoners  of  war  the  27th.  It  was  a 
lquare  fort  of  too  yards,  having  60  cannon,  but 
only  half  of  them  were  mounted,  and  16  fmall  mor¬ 
tars.  Lieutenant  colonel  Bradftreet  found  in  it  J20 
men,  befides  fome  indians,  and  women  and  children. 
There  was  an  immenfe  quantity  of  provifions  and 
goods,  defigned  for  their  troops  on  the  Ohio,  and 
their  weftern  garrifons,  which  the  french  valued  at 
8°o,oo°  livres.  The  lieutenant  colonel  alfo  took  o 
veffels,  from  eight  to  eighteen  guns,  which  were  all 
the  french  had  upon  the  lake,  two  of  them  (one  rich¬ 
ly  laden)  were  brought  to  Ofwego,  and  the  reft,  with 
all  the  magazines,  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  ;  together 
with  foe  fort  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  agreeable  ?o  the 
mftruftions  the  lieutenant  colonel  received  from  ge¬ 
neral  Abercrombie,  finiffiing  his  expedition  with  equal 
honour  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  his  country.9  ‘ 

But  I  mull  here  make  a  few  remarks  on  the^ene- 

is8f  Bradkftreet  “  Frontenac. 

it  to  I!  ™e  by  "ature’  ‘hat  had  he  ordered 

t  to  be  fortified,  a  garrifon  of  3  or  400  men  to  be 

left  in  ,t.  and  the  veffels  t9  be  prefeked  and  kept 

cruiiznnr 
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cruifing  on  the  lake,  it  has  been  very  juftly  thought 
tnat  the  fiench  would  have  luffered  much  more  fe- 
verely.  It  could  then  have  refilled  any  force  they 
could  have  brought  againft  it ;  and,  by  its  fituation, 
would  have  cut  off  the  communication  between  Ca¬ 
nada  and  all  their  fettlements  on  the  Ohio  and  adja¬ 
cent  country,  which  would  foon  have  proved  a  fatal 
ftroke  to  the  french  empire  in  thofe  parts. 

The  fuccefs  which  lieutenant  colonel  Bradflreet  met 
with  at  fort  Frontenac,  was  of  great  affiflance  to  the 
expedition  which  had  been  undertaken  againft  fort  du 
Quefine,  under  brigadier  general  Forbes.  That  gallant 
officer,  with  about  6000  men,  after  having  taken  the 
greateft  pains  to  colled  them  at  Philadelphia,  marched 
from  thence,  the  latter  end  of  june,  by  Carlifle,  Rayft 
town,  and  fort  Cumberland.  It  is  inconceivable  what 
difficulties  he  met  with  in  this  tedious  march  of  fotne 
months,  through  an  unknown  woody  country,  con¬ 
tinually  harrafled  by  the  enemy’s  Indians  ;  noth'ng 
but  the  moft  prudent  circumfpedion  in  the  general 
could  have  conduded  the  army  fafe,  through  fuch  an 
almoft  impradicable  rout.  The  14th  of  Teptember, 
major  Grant,  with  an  advanced  guard  of  800  men, 
came  in  fight  of  fort  du  Qiiefne,  having  marched  fo 
forward  with  an  unaccountable  defign  of  taking  the 
iort  by  a  coup  de  main  *,  and  the  party  being  very 
badly  conduded,  was  defeated  by  the  enemy,  who 
faliied  out  of  the  fort,  and  attacked  him,  killing  a 
great  many,  and  difperfing  the  reft.  However,  the 
trench  found  the  indians  wavered  in  their  obedience, 
in  proportion  as  the  engliffi  army  advanced,  for  ge¬ 
neral  Forbes  had  previoufiy  engaged  them  to  ad  a 
neutral  part,  after  thoroughly  convincing  them  in 
feveral  fkirmifhes,  that  all  their  attempts  upon  his 
advanced  polls,  were  vain  :  this  determined  the  french 
to  abandon  the  fort,  which  they  did  :  having  deftroy- 
cd  all  the  works,  they  fell  down  the  Ohio  the  24th  of 
november,  towards  their  more  northern  fettlements, 

to 
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to  the  number  of  4  or  500  men  ;  and  the  next  day 
general  Forbes  erefted  the  englifh  flag  on  fort  du 
Quefne,  which  he  named  Pittfburg.  He  dire&ly  fet 
about  re-fortifying  it,  as  well  as  circumftances  would 
permit,  and  left  it  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  by  any 
force  which  the  french  had  in  thofe  parts.  The  gene¬ 
ral’s  health  was  fo  extremely  bad,  as  would  permit 
him  only  to  give  the  neceffary  orders,  and  lafted  juft 
long  enough  for  him  to  fee  the  effects  of  his  conduft 
and  courage.  He  died  on  his  return  to  Philadelphia, 
beloved  by  his  friends  and  regreted  by  his  enemies. 

In  this  manner  vTe  became  mafters  of  that  impor¬ 
tant  fortrefs,  which  was  the  occafion  of  a  deftrudtive 
war  being  kindled,  and  fpread  from  one  end  of  the 
world  to  the  other.  The  lofs  of  it  was  a  terrible 
ftroke  to  the  french  in  north  America;  the  whole 
country  bordering  on  the  Ohio,  and  its  branches  was 
direftly  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  englifh, 
as  the  indians,  as  foon  as  ever  the  french  abandoned 
the  fort,  came  and  made  their  fubmiflion  to  the  ge¬ 
neral.  This  conqueft,  in  a  manner  divided  their  let- 
tlements  of  Canada  and  Louiiiana  On 


*  It  is  not  confident  with  the  fhortnefs  of  the  plan  of  this  work, 
to  give  an  account  of  all  the  brave  adions  performed  at  fea  by  our 
privateers  and  fmgle  flaps  of  war ;  but  there  is  fomething  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  what  captain  Forreft,  of  his  majefly’s  fliip  Augufla, 
of  60  guns,  effeded,  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  it ; 
that  gentleman,  with  the  above  Angle  fhip,  attacked  and  took  the 
following  fleet : 

Ships  names. 

Le  Mars, 

Le  Theodore, 

Le  Solide 
Le  Margarite, 

St.  Pierre, 

Maurice  le  Grand, 

La  Flore, 

La  Brilliant, 

La  Mannette, 


Total 


Tonnage. 

Guns. 

Men. 

500 

22 

108 

650 

18 

70 

35° 

1 2 

44 

350 

1 2 

5 1 

300 

H 

40 

300 

1 2 

36 

3°° 

1 2 

35 

200 

10 

20 

1 20 

1 

0 

1 2 

■3070 

1 1 2 

426 
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On  the  whole,  although  general  Abercrombie  failed 

in  °n  TlCOndcroSa’  this  campaign 

noith  America  was  extremely  glorious.  Thar 

mof  ya,L'abIe  and  important  fortrefs  of  Louifburo 

fordlof  °f;CaIJ  Brnt0n  and  St‘  John  conquered 
tort  du  Quefne  abandoned;  and  fort  Frontenac  de- 

ftroyed  :  thefe  are  events  which  will  adorn  the  annals 

01  bntain  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  No  fuccelfes  were 

ever  more  highly  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  than 

thele ;  they  were  entirely  national,  and  tended  to  fe- 

cure  our  amencan  fettlements,  in  the  greateft  decree 

tnofe  natura  fources  of  our  naval  ftrength  and  power’ 

The  french  fe  t  the  weight  of  the  englifli  power  in 

every  part  of  the  world.  It  was  now  directed  and 

put  in  motion  by  mimfters  of  capacity  and  genius 

I  he  coaft  of  France  itfelf  had  been  infulted ;  and  it 

was  refolved  in  the  britifh  cabinet  to  continue  thofe 

expeditions.  Accordingly,  on  the  ift  0f  Au^uft 

commodore  IJowe,  with  his  fleet  and  tranfports°  fet 

lad  from  St.  Hellen’s,  having  on  board  the  litde  army, 

winch  had  before  been  under  the  command  of  the 

dime  of  Marlborough,  but  was  commanded  now  by 

heut.  general  Bligh  ;  with  his  royal  highnefs  prince 

Toward,  who  came  down  from  London,  to  be  pre- 

Tr.t  at  this  expedition,  in  quality  of  midlhipman, 

and  whole  prefence  diffufed  an  univerfal  joy  amonaft 

and  army.  In  a  few  days  they  came  before 

hei'uourg,  the  objeft  of  the  expedition  ;  and  perceived 

that  the  french  had  entrenched  themfelves  by  aline 

running  from  Ecceundeville,  thatflandsabout  tvvomiles 

from  Cherbourg,  along  the  coaft  for  four  or  five  miles  • 


1  his  is  fo  very  amazing,  that  one  would  think  it  impofiible  for 
one  finglc  flnp,  without  a  friend  in  view,  to  take  fo  many  ;  but  how 
mud,  more  iurpnfmg  is  it,  when  wc  know  that  this  was  performed 
wuhin  three  leagues  of  one  of  their  principal  harbours,  Pi  tit  Guave 
in  bt.  Domingo.  J  his  brave  captain  had  before,  in  the  fame  fla- 
t.on  with  three  men  of  war  attacked  eight  french  ones,  and  got 

alove^0^'’  th°Ugh  n0t  VVlt^  t  le  iame  ^vantage  as  is  difplayed 


with 
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with  feveral  batteries,  ac  proper  diftances.  Behind 
thefe  intrenchments  the  french  troops  appeared,  both 
horfe  and  foot ;  they  did  not  advance  to  the  open 
beach,  as  their  defences  did  not  reach  fo  far.  The 
bomb-ketches  lying  in  fhore,  played  upon  their  in- 
trenchments,  not  only  in  the  ufual  way,  but  alfo 
with  ball  mortars,  which  threw  a  great  quantity  of 
balls-,  thefe  were  well  directed,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  difconcert  the  french  cavalry.  On  the  adjoining 
fields  was  a  great  number  of  peafants,  reaping  the 
corn  ;  and,  in  a  meadow  direftly  oppofite  to  the  for¬ 
ces,  there  was  one  man  employed  in  making  hay 
with  great  compofure,  as  if  the  landing  was  not  worth 
his  notice.  Prince  Edward  went  on  board  the  Pallas, 
one  of  the  fhips  intended  for  battering  the  forts; 
afterwards  vifited  the  bomb-ketches,  that  he  might 
fee  the  manner  of  working  the  mortars. 

On  the  6th,  the  landing  was  effected ;  the  flat-bot¬ 
tomed  boats  rowing  towards  the  fhore,  with  more 
regularity  than  appeared  in  the  former  difembarkation 
in  the  bay  of  Cancalle.  Commodore  Howe  had 
placed  the  ketches  and  men  of  war  fo  judicioufly,  that 
they  covered  the  landing  in  fuch  an  effectual  manner, 
that  the  enemy  durft  not  advance  beyond  their  in- 
trenchments.  The  troops  leaped  into  the  water,  and 
were  foon  formed  on  the  beach,  with  a  natural  bread- 
work  before  them.  Never  did  an  enemy  behave  in  a 
more  daftardly  manner;  they  retired  with  only  firing 
a  few  fhot,  and  left  the  englifh  to  finifh  their  land¬ 
ing  in  the  utmoft  fecurity.  As  foon  as  the  greatefi: 
part  of  the  troops  were  landed,  it  was  expedled  that 
they  would  have  marched  to  the  village  of  Querque- 
ville ;  but  the  general  thought  proper  to  remain  at 
Erville,  near  the  place  where  they  landed.  The 
troops  were  there  encamped  at  night,  in  a  very  irregu¬ 
lar  manner,  on  a  fpot  of  ground,  not  more  in  extent 
than  400  paces ;  fo  that  had  the  enemy  attacked 

them 
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tncm  in  the  fiont  anu  on  the  left,  they  would  have 
been  obliged  to  fight  with  infinite  difadvantage.  This 
ftrange  conduit  was  quite  contrary  to  the  maxim  in 
war,  never  to  occupy  any  ground,  but  where  you  can 
exert  your  whole  force  to  the  beft  advantage  ;  and  no 
good  apology  can  be  made,  for  hampering  an  army  by 
a  confined  fituation,  in  the  face  of  a  retiring  enemy  *. 

The  next  day  after  landing,  the  forces  entered 
Cherbourg  without  oppofition,  the  town  being  open 
towards  the  land,  they  proceeded  to  deftroy  the  forti¬ 
fications,  bafon,  mole,  &c.  all  which  had  been  built 
with  excellent  materials,  and  at  a  vaft  expence.  But 
this  fervice  was  not  performed  in  the  moft  regular 
manner  ;  the  diicipline  of  the  troops  was  much  vio¬ 
lated,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cherbourg,  with  reafon 
complained  very  much  of  the  foldiers  marauding; 
they  were  courteoufiy  heard,  but  received  no  relief! 
Unfortunately  the  troops  had  dilcovered  fome  maga¬ 
zines  of  wine,  which  occafioned  much  delay  in  the 
demolition  of  the  works,  by  the  drunkennefs  of  the 
foldiers.  But  in  this  feene  of  difiblute  behaviour,  the 
foot  guards  exhibited  a  laudable  example  to  the 
reft  of  the  troops,  by  the  ftridtnefs  of  their  difcipline. 
All  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  were  burnt ;  and  the 
town  and  country  round  it  laid  under  contribution, 
and  holtages  taken  for  1 8,000  1.  of  it.  All  the  can¬ 
non  +  were  put  on  board  a  danifh  fhip  in  the  harbour, 
and  lent  under  convoy  to  England.  As  foon  as  thefe 
feveral  operations  were  executed,  the  troops  re-em¬ 
barked  the  1 6th,  with  great  expedition  and  equal 
lafety. 

Although  this  expedition  to  Cherbourg  did  the 
french  lo  much  damage,  and  was  confequently  fo  ad- 

*  Vide  general  Elliot’s  campaign  on  die  coaft  of  France,  p.  77. 
f  About  1 50  pieces.  Above  6000  cannon  (hot  were  found  in 
Cherbourg,  50,000  lb.  of  gunpowder,  bcfides  a  large  quantity  of 
(bells  cartridges,  fmall  fhot,  (lints,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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vantageous  to  us;  ftill  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
concJudech  reflected  no  great  honour  on  the  nation. 
D.fciplme  the  very  foul  of  armies,  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  fmall  ones,  was  very  much  neglefted.  Manv 
very  falfe  fteps  were  committed  ;  one  I  have  inftanced7 
another  was,  the  creating  a  delay  for  the  fake  of 
marching  towards  Cherbourg  in  one  body,  when 
tnere  was  no  enemy  to  fear.  The  tedious'  manner 
in  which  the  works  were  demolilhed,  owin^  to  the 
neglect  of  diTcxphnfe,  is  fo  well  known,  that  I  need 
not  repeat  it.  The  fuccefs  which  attended  the  expe- 
dition  was  much  more  owing  to  bad  conduit,  and 
wardly  behaviour  ot  our  enemies,  than  to  anyme- 
rit  that  can  be  diicovered  in  the  conducting  it  *.  '  But 
fliould  here,  in  juftice  to  the  commodore  and  fea 

rhoCeS!ll  l’  t,  at  they  S^ned  great  honour,  by 
heirfkill  in  embarking  and  dif-embarking  the  troops7 

After  having  been  two  days  in  the  harbour  without 

feeing  an  enemy  the  fleet  fet  fail  the  18th,  and  the 

23d  arrived  in  Weymouth  road  ;  being  driven  there 
by  contrary  winds.  0  neie 

TlSTenerifait0^^  aragement  1  muft  be  a,,owed  t0  quote  • 
e  general,  attended  by  Tome  of  the  commandino-  '  ’ 

mg  out  to  reconnoitre  with  a  detachment Tf  g  ^  g°' 

party  of  light  horfh  *1  r  :  0  grenadiers,  and  a 

fiance,  explain  LinSfev  of  rt  «  a  ««* 

dered  to  attack  them ;  at  the  requeflS(as  kt  hid )  ‘£mfcd,ateIy°r- 

genriemen,  who  were  defirous  of  feeing  the  ho  fi  ~  ^’1°^ 

cordmgly  advanced  nt  n  k~;/i  •  i  0r  °  engage:  ac- 

front  and  flanks  and  falling  P™’t  wlt,hoJut ;  -detaching  from  his 
behind  a  hedge  recIvS  /Z  WIt  l  a  body  of  infantry,  polled 

w. J  r  c™.”hs„H°rbiig"i  *•  “s'" 

wounded  by  a  mu&et  lhot  mA  A  i  -ptar  „Lwdrey  was  mortal  y 
thy  young  man?  and  one  of Ihn"  ^ted,  as  a  wor- 

duftrious  officers  in  the  fervice  Whir'^  T"'’  aaiv,e’  and  in* 
have  been  unneceflarilv  throw  '  C  P'ly  0  mucl1  merit  Ihould 

nent  curioflty  of tho e  w to  h  ^  the  ra(h  imperti- 

EHiot’s 'campaign^  “  “  »  ">*«  »  M.  i  «. 
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It  was  his  majefty’s  inftru£tions,  that  this  arma¬ 
ment,  fhould  proceed  in  their  attempts  on  the  coaft 
of  France;  when  they  fet  fail  from  Cherbourg,  their 
defign  was  to  proceed  orl  the  coaft  of  St.  Maloes  ; 
but  the  contrary  winds  detained  them  fome  time  : 
on  the  25th  of  auguft  they  made  the  french  fhore  5 
and  two  days  after  anchored  in  the  of  Sc*  I*  u 
nar,  about  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Ma¬ 
loes,  and  there  landed  without  oppofition.  As  loon 
as  that  was  effedted,  a  party  of  grenadiers  was  de¬ 
tached,  who  burned  14  or  15  veflels  in  the  harbour 
of  St.  Briac.  The  27th,  28th,  and  29th  were  fpent 
in  reconnoitring  and  deliberating  on  what  could  be 
done.  In  one  of  thefe  excurfions,  prince  Edward 
advanced  fo  near  St.  Maloes,  as  to  expofe  his  perfon 
to  fome  fhot  from  the  town.  A  ball  grazing,  en 
ricochet,  near  the  place  where  he  flood,  a  ferjeant 
fprung  before  him,  to  defend  his  royal  highnefs  with 
his  body  •,  the  prince  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  un¬ 
common  mark  of  courage  and  attachment,  that. 


he  rewarded  the  man  with  a  hand  fome  gratifica¬ 


tion. 


Nothing  could  give  greater  furprife,  than  the  choice 
that  was  made  of  St.  Lunar  bay  to  land  in  •,  by  its 
fituation,  it  was  very  plain  that  St.  Maloes  was  the 
obiedtof  the  expedition  ;  and  it  was  very  remarkable, 
that  now  their  force  was  weakei  than  when  under  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  they  fhould  think  of  attack¬ 
ing  that  town,  which  before  was  too  ftrong  for  more 
numerous  forces  •,  but  there  was  fomething  fo  ex¬ 
tremely7  abfurd  and  unaccountable  in  the  whole  ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  affair,  thatlcannot  pretend  to  form 
any  judgment  on  the  defigns  of  the  commander. ^ 

The  army  was  landed  but  a  few  days,  when  an 
attack  on  St.  Maloes  was  found  utterly  impradfica- 
ble  i  it  was  therefore  refolved  to  penetrate  further 
into* the  country  ;  moving  however,  in  fuch  a  manner 

as 
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as  to  be  near  the  fleet,  in  cafe  it  ihould  be  neceffarv 
to  re-embark  What  the  troops  were  to  march  into 
the  country  for,  was  very  difficult  at  that  time  or 
even  at  this,  to  know  ;  for  there  was  no  other  obiedt 
of  importance  enough  to  be  attacked,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  befides,  St.  M aloes.  The  march  was  be°un 
the  8th  of September;  and  the  commodore  finding 
the  bay  of  St.  Lunar  extremely  dangerous  for  the 
lhips  to  ride  in,  moved  up  to  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about 
three  leagues  to  the  weft  ward.  The  10th,  the  troops 
had  reacned  the  village  of  Malignon,  being  continu- 
a  y  engaged  in  fkirmifhing  with  parties  of  the  ene- 
my,  and  with  lome  lofs.  For  by  this  time  the  duke 
d  Aguillon,  who  commanded  the  french  troops  in 
rSritanny,  with  an  army  of  i  2  battalions  and  fix  fqua- 
drons  of  regu  ars,  and  two  regiments  of  militia,  wkh 
a  train  of  artillery,  was  advanced  within  fix  miles  of 

near6^  ifeK  rmy  Vn^’  althou§h  the  e»emy  was  fo 
r,  ftill  the  enghflr  encamped  with  as  much  fecu- 

"  yf,a" laS  llttle  Precaucion,  as  if  the  enemy  had  been 
at  the  alliance  of  20  leagues  ;  and  although  the  de- 

hTm fS  afiured  the  Seneral  their  being  fo  near 

The  bay  of  St.  Cas,  being  diftant  about  three  miles 
was  reconnoitred  for  re-embarkation.  The  Coldftream 
regiment  of  guards  had  already  poffieffed  the  around 
to  the  right  of  the  village  of  St.'cas,  by  the'wmd- 

"V".  fherbay  was  covered  by  an  intrenchment 
w  ic  t  e  fiench  had  made  to  prevent  the  eno-lil'h 
landing  •  ,t  was  propofed  that  this  Ihould  be  turned 

Zmi;  f  Tmy’  a"d  f°me  -a,  made  to 

In  ffiorr  rl  K  “  WaS  ^terruPted  for  want  of  tools. 

,  the  bay  was  found  a  very  improper  nlaee* 

k  ffiouK'"8  TPS  h  and  :l  ProP°fal  was  made,  that 
he  lef  betwfe  ?nrd  *°?c  °^n  fail'  beach  on 

waVmoft  IT  ,a$  Snd  St‘  Guilda  This  advice 
W3S  mo!1  unfortunately  neglefted  -,  and  the  ill  confe- 

^  2  quences 
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quences  Toon  appeared.  It  was  determined  on  the 
ioth,  in  a  council  of  war,  that  they  fhould  re-em- 
bark  with  all  expedition. 

Early  in  the  morning  on  the  nth,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  every  mortal,  the  general  was  beat;  the 
assembly  following  as  ufnal  ;  this  conduct  actually 
feemed  as  if  the  greateft  pains  was  taken  to  inform  the 
french  of  their  departure.  Had  the  troops  decamped 
in  the  night  without  noife,  they  would  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  have  arrived  at  the  beach  before  the  french  had 
known  of  their  motions.  The  englifh  were  imme¬ 
diately  in  motion  ;  yet,  though  the  diftance  did  not 
exceed  three  miles,  the  halts  and  interruptions  were  fo 
frequent  that  the  army  did  not  arrive  at  St.  Cas,  be¬ 
fore  nine  o’clock.  The  enemy  did  not  appear  till 
they  had  reached  the  fhore  :  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  was  immediately  begun  ;  but  by  fome  miftake 
in  orders,  they  were  rowed  too  far  in  queft  of  their 
refpective  fhips  ;  fo  that  an  unneceflary  fpace  of  time 
was  loll ;  and  when  they  did  return,  they  were  moft 
infamoufly  employed  in  carrying  away  horfes  and 
cows,  inftead  of  men  ;  notwithftanding  all  the  at¬ 
tention  and  care  of  the  sea-officers,  wrho  behaved 
extremely  well.  The  french  fir  ft  appeared  by  a  wind¬ 
mill  to  the  left ;  and  played  on  the  troops  embark¬ 
ing,  from  a  battery  of  ten  guns,  and  eight  mortars. 
They  foon  after  marched  down  a  hollow  way,  to  at¬ 
tack  the  englifh  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  on  the 
beach,  the  fhips  of  the  fleet  played  on  them  fo  fevere- 
ly,  as  to  put  them  into  great  confufion  ;  but  they 
formed  in  a  long  line  againft  the  englifh,  as  they 
came  down  from  the  hollow  way.  All  the  grena¬ 
diers  of  the  army,  and  one  half  of  the  fir  ft  regiment 
of  guards,  remained  on  fhore,  under  the  command 
of  major  general  Dury;  who  was  advifed  to  attack 
the  enemy  with  bayonets  fixed,  before  a  confiderable 
number  of  them  had  arrived  on  the  beach  ;  but  this 

advice 
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advice  was  negledted,  and  the  opportunity  loft  The 
engagement  began  with  an  irregular  fire  from  right 
to  Jett ;  and  after  a  fhort,  but  unequal  conteft  th» 
ammumnon  of  the  englifh  foldiers,  which  was  hr 
rom  being  complete,  failed  ;  the  men  were  then  feized 
withapanmc  they  were  foon  broke  and  fled  in  the 

the  head  at  the  beginning  of  the  adfion  ;  many  of 

fiain°ffiTrrr  fe  and  a  great  nL,mber  of  men  were 
n.  It  foon  became  a  dreadful  carnage  :  fome  ran 

into  the  fea,  and  endeavoured  to  fave  their  lives  by 
mming  £°wards  the  boats,  which  were  ordered  to 
give  them  al  poffible  affiftance.  Some  officers  tam 
near  two  *  before  they  were  taken  up  tenerd 
ry  pen flied  in  the  fea.  The  men  were  butdiered 
both  on  the  fiiore  and  in  the  water ;  manyTn  fwim 

Sng  Were  bl  led  by  the  fitot  and  Ihells^rom  the' 

.rench  cannon  and  mortars.  Several  of  the  fi-i 
gates  continued,  during  this  time,  to  fire  on  the 
rench  army,  and  great  part  of  the  carnage  was  owine 
to  that;  for  they  being  ffienced  by  a  li  dS 

the  commodore,  the  french  officers  and  foldiers  bl 

deration^”1  y-W-th  ^  greateft  generofity  and  mo- 
deration,  in  g,ving  immediate  quarter  and  ornter 

ceffis  m  WedhaSd  SSpfSlS" 

tifen,?";  ?:tlTLrfzeh 

5  bszrI’ 1 

in  the  boats  were  a  l  f  Peiceil'‘"g  that  the  Tailors 

fire,  exhibited TrekaSb  lfr11  V*  —  I* 

^  ordering  himfclf  t0  be  rowcd"“  Z'ZTtll 
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through  the  thickeft  of  the  fire,  and  bringing  off  as 
many  men  as  it  would  carry. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  end  of  this  expedition 
to  the  coaft  of  France.  The  lofs  was  but  trifling  •, 
but  then  it  caft  a  difreputation  on  our  arms  ;  and 
difpirited  the  people,  as  much  as  it  exulted  thofe  of 
France.  It  might  have  been  more  fuccefsful ;  nay, 
we  may  almoft  lay  it  would  have  been  fo  ;  had  the 
army  been  conducted  in  a  different  manner ;  but  ne¬ 
ver  was  fuch  weaknefs  difcovered  in  any  military  ex¬ 
pedition.  What  could  the  general  continue  his  ope¬ 
rations  for  after  the  defign  upon  St.  Maloes  was  laid 
afide?  Why  did  he  not  re-imbark  immediately,  and 
proceed  to  a  more  proper  place  for  making  an  at¬ 
tempt  ?  What  reafon  can  be  given  for  neglecting 
every  piece  of  intelligence  that  was  received  or  the 
enemy’sforceandmotions;  for  communicating  to  them 
all  thofe  midnight  motions  by  beat  of  drum,  when 
all  poflible  care  ought  to  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
them  from  procuring  that  knowledge  ?  For  what 
reafon  did  the  troops  loiter  away  feven  hours  in  a 
march  only  of  three  miles !  And  why  were  they  re- 
imbarked  at  a  place  where  no  meafures  had  been 
taken  for  their  cover  or  defence  ?  Thefe  queries,  I 
believe,  will  be  very  difficult  to  anfwer.  In  fhort, 
fuch  folly  and  indifcretion  appeared  throughout  this 
expedition,  that  it  is  with  concern,  I  am  obliged  to 
confefs,  neither  Britain  nor  her  general  gained  any 
great  honour  by  it.  Such  military  enterprizes,  in 
a  country  inti rcl y  unknown  j  and  in  the  face  of  a  fu- 
perior  enemy,  will  never  be  attended  with  either  ho- 
nour  or  advantage  to  the  nation,  unlefs  conducted 
by  a  commander  of  approved  valour,  conduft,  and 
experience.  In  thefe  expeditions  every  moment  is 
critical  •,  and  the  whole  army  ought  on  fuch  occasions 
to  no  through  all  their  manoeuvres  with  the  fame 

aleftnefs  and  circumfpeCtion  as  if  an  enemy  was  in 

fight. 
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fight.  It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  oftentimes 
every  peaiant  in  the  country  proves  a  dangerous  one  • 
and  that  nothing  will  ballance  all  the  difadvan- 
tages,  which  an  invading  army  lies  under ;  but  the 
greateft  caution,  the  ftrideft  difcipline,  and  the  ne¬ 
ver  omitting  to  catch  the  decifive  moment,  in  which 

every  movement  and  adion  can  only  with  propriety 
DC  made. 
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Campaign  on  the  Rhine .  Army  under  duke  Ferdinand 
paffes  that  river.  Battle  of  Crevelt.  Battle  of  San- 
derhaufen .  Battle  of  Mecr.  General  Inhojf  joins 
the  engffh  forces  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough . 
Hanoverian  army  repajjes  the  Rhine.  Occupies  the 
pojls  on  the  Lippe .  Battle  of  Lanwerenhagen.  Fhi 
two  armies  go  into  winter  quarters.  Remarks  on  the 
campaign. 


TH  E  war  this  campaign  contained  many  great 
actions,  in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  but  par- 
tuularly  in  Germany.  I  left  duke  Ferdinand  of 
Brunlwick  at  the  head  of  the  hanoverians  driving  the 
french  army,  under  the  marshal  prince  de  Clermont, 
before  him,  which  had  already  paffed  the  Rhine. 
The  duke  prepared  with  all  expedition  to  pafs  it  after 
them  :  and  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Europe  he  ef¬ 
fected  it  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  army,  and  without 
lofs. 

The  25th  of  may,  the  greateft  part  of  his  army 
was  encamped  at  Notteln  *,  they  marched  from  thence 
to  Cod  veld,  and  the  head  quarters  were  fixed  at  Dul- 
men,  the  27th.  A  detachment  of  feveral  battalions 
and  fquadrons,  under  major  general  Wangenheim, 
afiemblcd  the  26th  at  Dorften,  with  orders  to  ad¬ 
vance  himlelf  to  the  gates  of  Dufieldorp  *,  and  to 
c a ufe  a  corps  under  general  Scheither  to  pafs  the 
Rhine  at  Duyfbourg.  This  pafiage  was  executed  in 
the  night,  between  the  29th  and  30th,  with  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  that  Scheither  having  attacked  with  bayonets, 
three  battalions  of  french  who  oppofed  him,  entirely 
defeated  them.  On  the  29th,  the  grand  army  marched 

early 
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early  in  the  morning  from  Dulmen  towards  Dorften, 
and  encamped  at  Limbeke,  from  whence  lieutenant 
general  Wutgenau  was  detached  towards  Wefiel,  with 
a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  he  advanced  by  Ra- 
efveld  and- encamped  at  Ringenburg.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  ferene  highnefs  the  duke  himfelf,  went  to 
Boecholt  ;  and  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army 
marched  on  the  30th  to  Emmerick,  being  followed 
by  the  red  of  the  army,  which  was  encamped  at 
Vraffelt;  and  in  the  evening  of  the  31ft,  the  whole 
army  was  in  motion  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  The  duke’s 
defign  was  to  crofs  it  at  Lobit,  but  an  unforefeen  ac¬ 
cident  prevented  him  :  however,  in  the  night  of  the 
1  ft  of  June,  the  paflage  was  fuccefsfully  effected  near 
Herven. 

The  main  army  having  thus  pafied,  the  prince 
ordered  the  bridge  to  be  carried  up  the  river  to  Rees, 
and  there  laid  on  the  6th,  whilft  a  corps  under  ge¬ 
neral  Durchtlechen  eroded  the  river  in  boats  ;  as 
foon  as  the  bridge  was  finished  at  Rees,  the  detach¬ 
ment  under  general  Wutgenau  alfo  palled  the  river ; 
and  next  day,  another  under  general  Sporken  eroded. 
On  the  7th,  the  whole  army  marched  from  Goch, 
and  encamped  at  Wees.  The  next  day  it  proceeded 
to  Uden,  and  marched  to  attack  the  enemy,  who,  as 
foon  as  the  duke  had  palfed  the  Rhine,  retired  into 
a  very  ftrong  camp  on  the  eminences  at  Zanten  ;  and 
on  the  10th,  the  two  armies  were  in  fight  of  each 
other ;  the  next  day  the  prince  reconnoitred  the 
french  camp,  and  found  it  accefTible  only  on  the 
left,  towards  Guilders  ;  by  a  mafterly  motion,  he 
obliged  the  prince  of  Clermont  to  quit  this  advanta¬ 
geous  camp  at  Rheinbgrg,  and  to  retire  towards 
Meurs,  in  the  night  of  the  12th.  The  duke  then 
gave  a  new  poffedion  to  his  army,  by  occupying 
-  f°me  heights,  commonly  called  St.  Anthony’s  moun¬ 
tains,  having  the  town  of  Meurs  in  his  front,  at  two 
leagues  diftunce,  and  the  right  towards  the  village  of 
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St-  Ja"n]g^erg  ;  by  the  14th  of  June,  this  pofition 
\vas  effected  ;  and  the  next  day  the  duke  was  informed 
that  the  french  army  was  advancing  in  four  columns 
on  his  right ;  on  which  intelligence,  the  whole  hano- 
venan  army  was  immediately  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle.  His  highnefs  went  hirnfelf  to  reconnoitre, 
and  diftinftly  faw  a  large  body  of  french  coming  over 
the  plain  of  Hulfte,  and  marching  towards  Crevelt ; 
but  not  knowing  whether  it  was  the  whole  army,  or 
ouly  a  detachment,  he  halted  till  towards  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  he  received  certain  information,  that  the 
flench  army  had  marched  towards  bJuys,  and  that 
the  tioops  which  he  faw  was  a  detachment  lent  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  poll:  of  Crevelt. 

His  ferene  highnefs  was  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
prince  of  Clermont  fhould  fend  this  detachment  at  fo 
great  a  enhance  fiom  his  grand  army  ;  he  wanted  to 
penetrate  into  the  defigns  of  the  french  general,  whe- 
thci  the  prince  would  advance  towards  Crevelt,  or 
whether  the  detachment  there  would  fall  back  on  the 
prince  of  Clermont.  His  highnefs,  that  he  might 
be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  defigns  of  that  ge¬ 
neral  ;  ordered  the  prince  of  Holftein,  with  three 
battalions  and  fifteen  fquadrons,  to  march  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  x  8th,  towards  Hulfte  ;  and  ge¬ 
neral  Wangenheim,  with  four  battalions  and  four 
fquadrons,  to  crofs  the  Rhine  at  Duyfbourg,  and 
advance  towards  Meurs  ;  he  alfo  detached  the  heredi- 
rary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  with  12  battalions  and  12 
fquadrons,  the  19th,  towards  Kempen,  whilft  the 
prince  of  Holftein  advanced  towards  Hulfte.  The 
hereditary  prince  was  alfo  ordered,  that  in  cafe  he 
perceived  no  change  in  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy’s 
army  or  detachment,  he  fhould  march  the  next  day 
diredly  towards  Ruremond,  and  endeavour  to  poffefs 
hirnfelf  of  a  magazine  there.  Duke  Ferdinand  him- 
felf  then  reconnoitered  the  enemy  at  Kempen  the 
next  day  ;  and  perceived  fome  movements  in  the 
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camp  of  M.  St.  Germain,  who  commanded  the  de¬ 
tachment  at  Crevelt,  which  inclined  him  to  believe, 
that  general  intended  to  march  againft  the  prince  of 
Holftein  at  Hulfte  •,  and  was  foon  after  informed, 
that  the  whole  french  army  had  quitted  Nuys,  and 
were  advanced  to  Crevelt  •,  this  motion  of  the  enemy 
was  made  in  confequence  of  the  duke’s  detachments ; 
and  he  inftantly  took  fuch  meafures,  as  the  plan  he 
had  formed  required.  All  the  troops  he  could  difpofe 
of  were  united  the  20th  in  camp,  the  right  of  which 
extended  towards  Kempen,  and  the  left  towards 
Hulfte.  On  the  21ft,  M.  de  St.  Germain’s  corps  de¬ 
camped,  and  marched  towards  Aurad,  where  it  joined 
their  grand  army.  In  making  this  motion,  they 
abandoned  the  town  of  Crevelt,  which  the  duke  im¬ 
mediately  took  poffeflion  of.  The  2  2d  he  recon noi- 
tered  the  enemy  on  the  fide  of  St.  Anthony,  and  re- 
folved  to  march  the  next  dav  to  attack  them  in  their 
camp.  His  ferene  highnefs  gave  the  command  of 
his  left  wing,  confiding  of  18  battalions  and  28 
fquadrons,  to  lieutenant  general  Sporken  :  The  right 
wing,  confiding  of  24  fquadrons  and  16  battalions, 
he  entruded  to  the  prince  of  Holdein  and  general 
Wangenheim,  and  the  infantry  was  commanded  by 
the  hereditary  prince. 

The  french  army  was  drongly  fituated,  their  right 
wing  extended  towards  a  very  thick  wood,  having  in 
its  front  the  village  of  Ravenfgaet,  and  the  town  of 
Crevelt;  its  left  bordered  on  another  thick  wood> 
near  the  town  of  Anrad,  having  before  the  front  of 
the  whole  army  a  drong  retrenchment,  with  a  folfe ; 
behind  which  was  placed  their  cannon; 

The  23d,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the  hanoverian 
army  began  to  move ;  its  right  advanced  in  two  co¬ 
lumns  ;  one  by  the  village  of  St.  Anthony,  and  the 
other  eroded  the  wood,  and  took  the  rout  of  Such- 
velen.  Its  left  advanced  in  one  column,  a  little  to 
the  right  of  Crevelt.  The  drength  of  the  enemy’s 

front. 
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iionr,  determined  the  duke  to  make  his  attack  at 
the  village  of  Anrad  ;  but  to  rife  doubts  in  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  oideied  general  Sporcken,  who  commanded 
the  left  ot  his  line  of  battle  ;  and  general  Obero-, 
who  commanded  the  center,  (as  foon  as  his  highnets 
himfelf  began  the  attack  at  Anrad;  to  attack  the  front 
ot  the  enemy,  and  do  their  utmoft  to  penetrate  it ; 
recommending  to  them  to  make  good  ufe  of  their 
heavy  artillery,  in  order  to  oblige  the  french  to  em¬ 
ploy  their  attention  as  much  on  their  right  win?  and 
center,  as  on  their  left,  and  to  engage  and  divide 
their  attention  equally  in  three  differentplaces,  which 
would  prevent  them  from  fending  any  reinforcement 
to  the  real  attack,  for  fear  of  weakening  themfelves, 
in  fome  part  or  other,  where  he  might  make  im- 
preffion. 

Thefe  difpofitions  being  made,  his  ferene  highnefs 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  right 
wing  ;  and  having  arrived  at  Anrad,  drew  the  whole  ' 
wing  up  in  order  of  battle,  in  the  plain  before  that 
village.  It  was  one  o’clock  at  noon  before  the  enemy 
began  to  act.  1  he  duke’s  artillery  being  greatly  fu 
perior  to  that  of  the  french,  facilitated  th  °  means  of 
his  infantry’s  forming  themfelves  in  greater  fecurity  ; 
but  this  was  not  effected  till  after  a  cannonade,  as  vio¬ 
lent  as  it  was  well  fupported,  and  the  enemy’s  refin¬ 
ance  was  very  brave  :  but  the  duke  found  that  he 
mult  ufe  fmall  arms,  to  drive  the  enemy  entirely  from 
their  intrenchments  ;  wherefore  the  hereditary  prince 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thefirftline,  and  advanced 
with  the  whole  front  di redly  towards  them  ;  the  fire 
then  became  extremely  hot  on  each  fide,  and  neither 
tiifeontinued,  or  in  any  degree  diminifhed  for  two 
hours  and  an  half;  and  about  five  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  the  prince  affifted  by  the  generals  Kilman- 
fegge  and  Wangenheim,  forced  two  ditches  in  the 
front  of  the  enemy,  that  were  in  a  wood  ;  and  the 
other  regiments  of  infantry  did  the  fame,  all  along 
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their  front;  upon  which,  that  part  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry  retired  in  the  greateft  confufion  ;  but  was 
covered  by  their  horfe,  although  the  hanoverian  ar¬ 
tillery  kept  a  terrible  fire  on  them  all  the  while.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  affair,  the  artillery  of  the  left  and  cen¬ 
ter,  under  generals  Sporcken  and  Oberg,  had  done 
great  execution  ;  but  as  the  diftance  they  were  from 
the  duke  himfelf,  made  them  uncertain  what  turn 
affairs  had  taken  with  him,  they  never  ventured  to 
attack  the  enemy’s  front  oppofite  to  them  ;  fo  that 
the  enemy’s  right  wing  and  center  retired  in  the  greateft 
order  towards  Nueys,  which  was  the  rout  of  the  reft 
of  their  army  in  the  flight. 

Seven  thoufand  of  the  beft  troops  of  France  were 
either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners  in  this 
battle :  and  to  the  great  concern  both  of  the  french, 
and  even  of  their  enemies,  the  count  de  Gifors,  only 
fon  of  the  marfhal  duke  de  Bellifie,  not  above  25  years 
of  age,  newly  married  to  the  hei refs  of  an  illuftrious 
houfe,  himfelf  the  laft  hope  of  a  molt  noble  family, 
was  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
which  followed  his  heroic  example,  in  making  incre¬ 
dible  efforts.  This  amiable  young  nobleman,  who 
fell  in  his  firft  campaign,  was  one  of  the  beft  and 
molt  accomplifhed  men  that  did  honour  to  his  country 
in  the  prefent  age  *. 

One  capital  miftake  in  the  difpofition  of  the  prince 
de  Clermont,  and  which  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
in  great  part,  occafioned  his  defeat,  was  his  not  poll¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  corps  at  the  entrance  into  the  wood,  on 
the  left  of  Anrad.  Had  the  flank  of  his  left  been 
as  ftrong  as  his  whole  line  of  front,  duke  Ferdinand 
would  never  have  dared  to  attack  him. 

The  manoeuvres  of  that  commander,  preceding 
the  battle,  were  excellent ;  and  his  condubt  in  it, 
luch  as  did  the  greateft  honour  to  his  military  capa¬ 
city,  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops  :  but  ftill  the 
victory,  though  great,  was  far  from  being  either 

entire 
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entiie  or  decilive  :  the  french  army  being  near  their 
own  frontiers,  were  very  foon  ftrongly  reinforced  ; 
1o  that  they  were  enabled  foon  to  oppofe  the  hano- 
verian  army  again,  in  adefenfive  manner  ;  and  even 
lent  a  confideiable  reinforcement  to  their  army  under 
the  prince  deSoubife,  on  the  other  iide  of  the  Rhine, 
which  was  ravaging  the  landgraviate  of  Hefie. 

In  the  mean  time,  duke  Ferdinand  followed  his 
blow  ;  and  having  palled  the  Rhine  with  a  large 
detachment,  appeared,  on  the  28th  of  June,  before 
Dulfeldorp,  a  city  of  great  importance,  fituated  on 
that  river.  The  garrilon  of  2000  men,  marched 
out  on  honourable  terms,  the  8th  of  July,  after 
fuftaining  a  very  levere  bombardment.  *  The  prince 
left  a  garrifon  in  it,  and  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  over 
the  river  ;  which  he  knew  would  be  of  great  fervice 
to  him,  in  cafe  of  being  obliged  to  repafs  it.  The 
army  of  France,  with  its  reinforcements,  received 
a  new  commander  ;  the  prince  of  Clermont  was  re¬ 
moved,  and  marlhal  Contades  appointed  commander 
in  chief.  • 

Duke  Ferdinand  was  in  hopes  that  the  prince  of 
Ylenburg,  who  commanded  the  hefiian  troops  againft: 
the  prince  de  Soubiie,  would  find  him  employment 
for  fome  time.  Fie  refolved  therefore  to  transfer 
the  feat  of  war,  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Maes,  think- 

*  Ext  raft  from  a  letter  of  the  duke  de  Belleifle’s  to  marlhal  Con- 
tades,  July  j  5,  1758. 

“  You  tell  me,  that  you  cannot  bring  yourfelf  to  imagine,  that 
a  town,  luch  as  Dulfeldorp,  Ihould  furrender  without  being  belieged. 
We  are  Hill  more  furprifed,  that  the  count  Clermont  fuffered  it, 
having  it  abfolutely  in  his  power  to  have  prevented  it,  by  making 
ufe  of  the  means  which  he  had  at  hand  ;  (and  it  will  hill  be  the 
more  grievous,  if,  what  I  am  afraid  of,  we  have  left  our  artillery 
and  military  llores  of  all  kinds  there)  the  enemy  having  no  troops 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  river,  while  we  had  always  a  free  commu¬ 
nication  with  that  city.  The  confequences  of  the  lofs,  or  keeping 
of  Dulfeldorp,  were  fo  elfential  and  decifive,  that  they  could  not 
efcape  the  general,  or  even  private  men.  It  was  eafy  to  forefee 
the  embarrafs  it  would  occafion. 
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ing,  that  by  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemies  coun¬ 
try,  he  might  draw  the  french  from  the  Rhine,  and 
oblige  the  prince  deSoubife  to  come  to  the  affiftance 
of  the  main  army,  under  the  marfhai  Contades.  To 
execute  this  plan,  the  duke  marched  towards  Rure- 
mond,  the  latter  end  of  July  ;  but  the  long  and 
heavy  rains,  which  had  fell  for  lome  time  paft,  re¬ 
tarded  his  motions  extremely  *,  and  in  the  mean  time 
an  unfortunate  piece  of  news  arrived,  which  obliged 
him  to  change  his  plan  of  operations. 

The  duke^de  Broglio  had  been  lent  by  marfhai 
Contades,  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  reinforce 
the  prince  of  Sonbile  in  Heffe.  Prince  Yfenburg 
commanded  7000  Heffians  againft  him.  The  french, 
amounting  to  12000  men,  attacked  the  prince  on 
the  23d  of  July,  and  after  a  moft  obftinate  fight, 
gained  a  vidtory.  This  affair  was  attended  with  very 
bad  confequences  ;  for  it  gave  the  french  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Wefer,  and  opened  them  a  road  into 
Weftphalia  ;  where  they  might  attack  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  englifli  troops,  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  which  was  marching  to  join 
prince  Ferdinand.  In  this  fituation,  the  prince  had 
no  other  option,  but  a  victory  over  the  french,  or  to 
repafs  the  Rhine.  The  former  was  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  attempt,  for  Contades  declined  coming  to  an 
engagement,  in  the  moft  careful  manner;  and  it 
was  dangerous  to  remain  long  in  a  pofition,  where 
he  had  the  french  army  on  one  wing,  and  the  fortrefs 
of  Guelders  on  the  other,  befides  feveral  pofts, 
within  reach  of  obftrudting  the  convoys  and  fub- 
fiftence  of  his  army.  His  highnefs  determined  to 
march  back  to  the  Rhine. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Inhoffi  had  been  fome 
time  polled  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine,  in  a  ftrong 
camp  near  Meer  ;  widi  a  defign  to  cover  the  bridge 
at  Rees  ;  to  fecure  a  confiderable  magazine  ;  and  to 
keep  open  a  communication  between  the  englifh  re* 

inforcememv. 
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inlorcements,  and  the  duke’s  army  ;  his  corps  did 
not  amount  to  quite  fix  battalions,  and  four  fquadrons, 
together  about  3000  men.  M.  de  Chevert,  one  of 
tae  greateft  generals  at  that  time,  in  the  french  army, 
had  alio  fome  time  before,  paffed  the  Rhine,  with  an 
intention  of  making  himfelf  mailer  of  Duffeldorp  ; 
but  the  heavy  rains,  and  lome  other  crols  accidents, 
having  fruftrated  his  fcheme,.  he  inflantly  formed 
another,  of  more  importance.  It  was  to  drive  ge¬ 
neral  Inhoff  from  his  ftrong  poll-,  to  burn  The 
bridge  at  Rees  ;  to  make  himlelf  mailer  of  the  ma¬ 
gazine  ;  and  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the 
englifh  troops  from  the  duke’s  army.  A  moll  noble 
and  judicious  projeil,  and  worthy  o£  the  general 
who  formed  it.  He  collected  lome  ftraggling  de¬ 
tachments,  and  his  whole  corps  amounted  to  12000 
men. 

Duke  Ferdinand  would  have  reinforced  Inhoff, 
had  it  been  pi  aclicable  ;  but  his  army  was  too 
much  fatigued,  to  begin  fuch  a  march,  as  would 
ha\e  been  necelfary  ;  and  the  extraordinary  over¬ 
flowings  of  the  Rhine,  which  rendered  the  bridge 
at  Rees  impalfable,  was  an  additional  difficulty  ; 
lo  that  the  general  had  no  refource,  but  in  his 
own  good  conduit,  and  the  great  bravery  of'  his 
troops.  On  the  4th  of  augult,  he  received  in¬ 
telligence  that  the  enemy  was  to  pals  the  Lippe, 
and  would  march  to  Rees  dire&ly.  As  lie  knew 
they  might  get  thither  by  turning  his  camp  ;  he 
refolved  to  decamp,  to  cover  that  place  ;  which 
he  accordingly  did;  but  hearing  nothing  farther  of 
the  enemy,  and  believing  his  former  advices  falfe, 
he  returned  to  iiis  old  camp  at  Meer;  where  he  had 
no  looner  placed  his  advanced  guards,  but  they 
found  themlelves  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had 
advanced  from  Wefel. 

Inhoff  s  front  was  covered  with  coppices  and 
ditches ;  with  a  rifing  ground  on  his  right,  from 

whence 
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whence  he  perceived  that  the  french  were  marching 
int°  that  difficult  ground  ;  he  refolved  to  attack  them 
as  loon  as  they  entered  it,  well  knowing  the  great  dif¬ 
ference  there  is  in  attacking  and  being  attacked  He 
accordingly  placed  a  regiment  upon  his  right,  in  a 
•  coppice,  in  order  to  fall  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy 
when  quite  uncovered  •,  and  gave  orders  to  the  other 
regiments  to  march,  with  drums  beating  uo  to  the 
enemy,  and  to  attack  them  with  bayonets,  as  loon  as 
they  ffiould  hear  the  fire  of  that  in  the  coppice  on  the 
right.  Theie  judicious  orders  being  executed  by  the 
whole  corps,  with  the  utmoft  fpirit,  had  fo  great  an 
effect,  that  after  a  refiftance  of  about  half  an  hour, 
the  enemy  left  the  field  of  battle,  eleven  pieces  of 
cannon  many  prifoners,  and  molt  of  their  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  baggage,  to  the  hanoverians,  who  drove 
them  under  the  cannon  of  Wefel.  General  Inhoff 
delayed  not  a  moment  purfuing  this  victory,  fo  glo- 
noufiy  won  over  fo  great  a  fuperiority.  He  diredtiy 
took  proper  care  to  fecure  his  magazines,  and  then 

^1‘te,d,lllS  Poft  ac  Meer>  and  marched  with  the  ut- 
molt  diligence,  towards  the  rout  of  the  englifii  forces 

ST  cy  5  ^  CVent’  which  had  hitherto 

been  attended  with  lo  much  difficulty. 

Dur'n§  th,s  interim,  prince  Ferdinand  marched  his 

R  uJemon  thC  ,Maefe’  and  encamped  between 

Kuremond  and  Schwalm,  the  latter  end  of  july  •  the 

enemy  continuing  in  their  camp  at  Dalem.  *The 

leginningof  auguff,  he  marched  towards  Dulcken 

and  finding  it  neceffary  to  attack  the  poll:  of  Watch  * 

tendonck,  the  hereditary  prince  prepared  to  execum 

round  °f  This  P^e  is  an  illand,  ffir! 

prtccSLTb  fo/f  fi-iK‘°nS-  That  young 

P  .  not  bang  able  immediately  to  get  down  the 

bridge,  the  enemy  had  drawn  J  widrout Tv 

river,  and  paffed  it  with  fome  companies  of  gre- 

^  nadiers, 
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nadiers,  who  followed  his  example,  and  drove  the 
french  away  with  their  bayonets  •,  and  in  the  evening 
the  army  pafied  the  bridges  there.  On  the  4th,  it 
marched  to  Rhynberg,  and  in  two  days  it  reached 
Santen.  Prince  Ferdinand  intended  to  have  pafied  the 
Rhine  at  Rhynberg,  but  the  prodigious  flood  in  the 
river,  occafioned  by  continual  rains,  rendered  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  •,  and  the  fame  reafon  made  it  impoflible  to  ufe 
the  bridge  at  Rees.  It  was  therefore  found  necefiary 
to  march  further  down  •,  and  in  the  night  between 
the  8th  and  9th,  a  bridge  was  laid  over  the  river  at 
Griethnyfen.  The  french  forefeeing  the  duke’s  de- 
fitrn,  had  prepared  fome  boats,  of  a  particular  inven¬ 
tion,  to  demolifh  it,  which  they  lent  down  the  river 
from  Wefel  •,  but  they  were  all  deftroyed  by  fome 
armed  barks,  before  they  could  put  their  defign  in 
execution.  In  fliort,  prince  Ferdinand  pafied  this  fa¬ 
mous  river  the  10th,  without  the  leal!  oppofition 
ftom  the  french  ,  fo  admirably  had  he  laid  his  plan. 

The  prince,  as  foon  as  he  was  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Rhine,  withdrew  his  garrifon  from  Duffel  - 
dorp  ;  of  which  place  the  french  took  immediate 
pofleflion.  Marfhal  Contades  alio  pafied  the  Rhine, 
at  Wefel,  the  12th  and  13th.  The  prince  took 
pofiefiion  of  all  the  polls  on  the  Lippe,  and  was  able 
to  keep  the  french  army  from  attempting  to  pene¬ 
trate  any  further  on  that  fide.  Contades  was  encamped 
for  fome  time  between  Recklinghaufen  and  Dortmund  ; 
and  the  prince  between  Coesfeld  and  Dulmen.  The 
other  divifion  of  the  french  forces,  under  the  prince 
de  Soubife,  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  Flefle 
Cafiel,  where  the  prince  of  Yfenburg  Hill  kept  him 
at  bay  •,  but,  on  the  10th  and  nth  of  feptember  Sou- 
b;fe  took  pofiefiion  of  Gottingen,  and  advanced  as  far 
as  Eimbcck,  near  which  place,  the  princeof  Ylenburg 
was  encamped.  I  his  general  s  bufinefs  was  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  courfe  of  the  Wefer,  and  to  cover  the  deflo¬ 
rate 
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rate  of  Hanover.  It  was  here  that  the  hanoverian 
pofts  were  weakeft.  The  french  had  no  hopes  of  pe¬ 
netrating  into  Hanover  by  the  Lippe,  which  prince 
Ferdinand  guarded  himfelf ;  but  it  appeared  more 
practicable  to  drive  the  prince  of  Yfenburg  from  his 
pofts.  To  accomplifh  this,  marfhal  Contades  fent  a 
ftrong  detachment  to  the  prince  de  Soubile,  which 
augmented  his  army  to  30,000  men.  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  aware  of  the  enemy’s  defign,  detached  general 
Oberg,  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  to  join  prince 
Yfenburg  ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  the  whole  force 
of  the  allies  in  Heffe  did  not  exceed  15,000  men. 
Soon  after  Oberg’s  arrival  near  Caffel,  he  encamped 
near  Lanwerenhagen,  behind  Lutternberg  ;  and  find¬ 
ing  that  the  french  were  preparing  to  attack  him,  he 
drew  up  his  troops  in  order  of  battle  ;  with  his  right 
to  the  Fulde,  and  his  left  to  a  thicket  upon  an  emi¬ 
nence  :  In  this  fituation  he  was  attacked  on  the  30th 
of  September,  by  the  whole  french  army,  and  after 
a  vigorous  refiftance  was  obliged  to  retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  1500  men  to  Munden  ;  but  in  fuch  good  or¬ 
der  that  his  defeat  was  far  from  being  total. 

Flad  any  but  the  moft  fkilful  general  commanded 
the  allied  army  ;  this  unfortunate  affair  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  been  of  fatal  confequence  :  but 
prince  Ferdinand,  by  having  eftablifhed  the  moft  ready 
communications  all  along  the  Lippe,  deprived  the 
french  of  an  opportunity  of  making  ufe  of  their  ad¬ 
vantage :  He  marched  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to¬ 
wards  Rheda,  and  prince  Yfenburg  falling  back,  joined 

uw'r  ^‘s.  trooPs’  an^  by  ^is  junction  covered 
u  01  ekf’  Wltb°ut  lolrng  any  thing  on  the  fide  of 
t  e  Rhine.  1  he  prince  well  knew,  that  thefe  move¬ 
ments  rather  uncovered  the  ele&orate  of  Hanover  : 
ut  le  alio  forc'aw,  that  the  french  would  not  be 
me  to  make  any  eftablifhment  in  it  ;  they  only  in- 
-irui  the  country  with  their  light  troops,  who  w'cre 

X  2  fent 
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lent  by  the  marfhal  Contades  *,  to  carry  off  and  de- 
ftroy  all  the  provifions  and  forage  in  that  country, 
as  well  as  all  Weftphalia.  This  condudt  of  the 
french  general  was  in  confequence  of  a  plan  formed 
between  him  and  the  duke  de  Relleifle,  to  1  educe  all 

*  The  marfhal  dukede  Belleifle,  fecretary  at  war  to  the  french 
king,  in  a  letter  to  marfhal  Contades,  of  the  26th  of  feptember, 
writes, 

“  You  mull,  at  any  rate,  confume  all  fort  of  fubfiftance  on  the 
higher  Lippe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paderborn,  and  in  the 
country  which  lies  between  the  Lippe,  Paderborn,  and  Warfbourg  ; 
this  will  be  fo  much  fubfiftance  taken  from  the  enemy,  from  this 
day  to  the  end  of  odober.  You  muff  deflroy  every  thing  that  you 
cannot  confume,  fo  as  to  make  a  defert  of  all  Weftphalia,  from 
Lipftadt  and  Munfter,  as  far  as  the  Rhine,  on  one  hand,  and  on 
the  other,  from  the  higher  Lippe  and  Paderborn,  as  far  as  Caflel  ; 
that  the  enemy  may  find  it  quite  impracticable  to  direCt  their  march 
to  the  Rhine,*  or  the  lower  Roer  ;  and  this  with  regard  to  your 
army  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  army  under  M.  de  Soubife,  that  they 
may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  take  pofleflion  of  Caflel,  and 
much  lefs  to  march  to  Marpurg,  or  to  the  quarters  which  he 
will  h  ave  along  the  Lohn,  cr  to  thofe  which  you  will  occupy, 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  left  fide  of  the  Roer,  and  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  as  far  as  Duffeldorp,  and  at  Cologne.” 

On  the  30th  of  oClober,  he  again  writes : 

«c  _  Firft,  You  are  acquainted  with  all  our  political  views. 

Secondly,  You  know  the  prefent  fituation  of  all  our  allies.  Thirdly, 
you  know  the  necefhty  of  confuming,  or  deftroying,  as  far  as  is 
poiftble,  all  the  fubiiftence,  efpecially  the  forage,  betwixt  the 
Wefer  and  the  Rhine,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other,  be¬ 
twixt  the  Lippe,  the  bifhopricof  Paderborn,  the  Dymel,  the  Fulda, 
and  the  Nerra  ;  and  fo  to  make  a  defert  of  Weftphalia  and  Hefle, 
that  the  enemy  may  not  be  able  by  any  means,  to  march,  with  any 
confiderable  lorce,  either  towards  the  Rhine  cr  the  LoLn  ;  and 
that  our  troops  may  pafs  the  winter  quietly  in  their  quarters :  for, 
as  it  is  now  unquestionable,  that  we  cannot  make  any  advances 
into  Germany  this  year,  our  principal  objeCt  mull  be  >.0  refiefh  our 
troops,  as  foon  as  poflible,  that  wc  may  be  able  to  make  war  the 
following  year  with  more  vigor,  and  take  the  fiend  very  early,  it 
will  be  no  final]  matter,  if  we  lhall  be  able,  with  a  great  deal  of 
pains,  conftant  care,  and  ceconomy,  to  find  the  means  of  fupport- 
ing  all  our  horfe  of  every  kind,  until  the  month  of  june.”  For 
feveral  other  extrads  from  thefe  notable  letters,  Vide  the 
appendix. 
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Weftphalia,  HeiTe,  and  the  neighbouring  countries 
to  a  defert,  in  order  to  prevent  prince  Ferdinand  from 
marching  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  campaign  to 
the  Rhine,  or  the  Lohn,  and  to  keep  their  own  quar¬ 
ters  undifturbed  in  the  winter.  But  this  infamous 
fcheme  was  in  a  great  part  defeated  by  the  vigilance 
good  conduct  of  that  gallant  young  prince. 

In  this  luccefsful  manner  ended  the  campaign  on 
the  Rhine.  I  have  not  interrupted  my  narrative  of 
it,  to  make  way  for  the  other  military  tranfadfions  in 
Gei  many,  in  their  chronological  order,  as  that  would 
have  rendered  it  more  obfcure,  the  operations  of 
which,  I  have  given  an  account,  being  fo  blended 
together,  that  they  could  not  with  propriety  be  fe~ 
perated.  Seldom  has  the  condudf  of  any  general  ap¬ 
peared  more  confpicuoufly  great,  in  a  defenfive  cam- 
paign,  than  that  of  prince  Ferdinand  in  this.  Thofe 
admirable  movements,  which  enabled  him  to  pafs  the 
Rhine  without  lofs,  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  army; 
to  gain  a  fignal  victory  over  it  ;  to  maintain  his  ground 
again  ft  it,  when  reinforced,  and  rendered  ft  ill  more 
fuperior ;  to  repafs  the  Rhine  with  the  utmoft  fafety  ; 
and  laftly,  to  chufe  his  pofts  in  lo  judicious  a  manner 
on  the  Lippe,  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  pene¬ 
trating  further  than  that  river,  and  this  even  after 
they  had  gained  a  viftory  over  a  large  detachment  of 
his  army.  In  fhort,  thefe  feveral  aftions,  with  a 
t  ou  an  lkilful  manoeuvres  that  mu  ft  in  confequence 
attend  them,  are  together  juftly  reckoned  a  perfect 
model  of  a  defenfive  campaign. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


King  cf  V ruff,  a  marches  againfi  the  ruffians.  Conduct  off 
marjhal  Daun.  Battle  of  Zorndorff.  King  of  Pruffia 
marches  into  Saxony.  Battle  oj  Hochkircken.  Fine 
march  of  his  pruff.an  majefiy  to  relieve  Sile/ta.  Raifes 
the  fieyes  cf  Neifs  and  Cofel.  Motions  oj  marjhal 
Daun.  Croffes  the  t  'the.  Marches  towards  Drefden. 
Jnveffs  that  city.  Leipfick  and  Forgau  bejieged. 
Brave  conduct  of  count  Schmettau.  Suburbs  oj  Dref¬ 
den  burnt.  King  of  Pruffia  marches  into  Saxony. 
Raijes  the  fteges  of  Drefden ,  Leipfick ,  and  Forgau. 
Aifffrians  and  imperiahfts  retire  cut  of  Saxony.  Ruf¬ 
fians  and  Swedes  retire  into  winter  quarters.  Refec¬ 
tions.  Affairs  in  England.  Goree  taken.  Reflexions 
on  the  events  of  the  year  1758. 


TPIE  affairs  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  were  now 
greatly  changed.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  he  added  offenfively,  in  the  utmoft  extent 
of  the  word  ;  but  now  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
aft  on  the  defenfive  :  every  moment  was  to  him  cri¬ 
tical.  The  ruffians,  who  had  been  for  feveral  months 
marching  through  Poland  and  Pruffia,  bent  their 
courfe  at  laid,  as  if  they  defigned  to  enter  Silefia  ;  but 
they  fuddenly  turned  towards  Brandenburg,  and  laid 
fiege  to  Ciiftrin,  a  little  town  on  the  Elbe,  almoft 
without  fortifications-,  but  which,  an  army  of  near 
<70,000  ruffians  were  not  able  in  fome  weeks  to  re¬ 
duce.  We  may  compare  their  operations  at  this  fiege, 
with  thofe  under  Peter  the  Great  at  Narva.  The  ruf¬ 
fians  at  this  day,  are  little  better  than  barbarians,  in 
point  of  military  {kill,  except  feveral  general  officers, 
many  of  them  foreigners  ;  but  as  men  they  arq  worfe. 

Thele 


(  31 1  ) 

Thefe  wretches,  whole  actions  are  adifgrace  to  human 
nature,  had  marked  their  road  through  Pruffia  and 
Brandenburg,  by  the  moft  horrible  barbarities  ;  to 
make  up  for  their  want  of  fkill  in  fieges,  they  had 
brought  all  their  formidable  train  or  artillery  to  bat¬ 
ter  this  little  town.  They  threw  fuch  an  immenfe 
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quantity  of  bombs  and  red  hot  balls  into  it,  that  it 
was  foon  on  fire  in  every  quarter  ;  they  fell  like  hail 
in  the  ftreets,  and  the  miferable  inhabitants,  every 
where  meeting  danger,  but  no  where  fafety,  left  their 
ruinous  habitations,  and  fled  many  of  them  naked  out 
of  the  town,  on  that  fide  which  was  not  inverted. 
But  the  brave  governor,  with  the  greateft  courage  and 
fidelity,  defended  the  ruins  of  the  place,  with  the 
utmoft  firmnefs.  The  pruffian  general,  count.Dohna 
was  ported  at  Francfort ;  but  all  he  could  do,  againft 
a  force  fo  much  fuperior  to  his  own,  was  only  to  ob- 
ferve  their  motions. 

Never  were  the  affairs  of  his  pruffian  majefty  more 
critical.  An  army  of  90,000  ruffians,  was  within 
three  days  march  of  Berlin  :  in  Pomerania,  the  fwedes 
were  greatly  fuperior  to  the  generals  Weedel  and  Man- 
teufel,  who  commanded  the  pruffian  troops  in  that 
province  :  the  army  of  the  empire,  which  had  been 
reinforced  with  a  great  body  of  the  aurtrians,  under 
general  Haddick,  had  advanced  into  Saxony,  and 
every  day  approached  nearer  to  prince  Plenry  •,  who 
was  ftrongly  intrenched  at  Dippolfwalde,  with  20,000 
men  to  cover  Drefden,  and  commanded  the  courfe  of 
the  Elbe.  Marfhal  Daun,  forefeeing  many  difficul¬ 
ties  in  purfuing  the  king  of  Pruffia,  refolved  to,  march 
into  Saxony,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  army  of  the 
empire,  under  the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts.,  and  endear 
vour  to  drive  prince  Henry  from  his  ftrong  port, 
and  get  pofleffion  of  Drefden  •,  and  by  that  means 
drive  the  king  of  Pruffia  entirely  out  of  Saxony, 
which  would  be  depriving  him  of  the  only  relource 
for  carrying  on  the  war.  Thefe  reafons  determined 
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'ini.  He  left  a  large  body  of  troops  under  the  pe- 
nei.ns  Harfch  and  de  Ville,  in  the  iouthern  part  of 
oilefia,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  pruflians  that 
vva>>  ar,d  marched  himfelf  towards  Saxony,  through 
Lufatia,  by  Zittau,  Gorlitz,  and  Bautzen  ;  however, 
he  was  not  able  to  make  prince  Henry  change  his  ad¬ 
vantageous  pofition.  ° 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prufiian  monarch  beino;  ar¬ 
rived  at  Frankfort,  loft  not  a  moment’s  time  to  march 
again  ft  the  ruffians.  On  the  23d  of  auguft  he  pafled 
tne  Oder,  at  Gatavife  ;  and  alter  their  prodigious 
march,  refted  his  army  the  24th,  and  in  the  even- 
mg  auv anced  to  I)irmitzel,  where  he  encamped,  and 
made  his  dilpofitions  for  attacking  the  enemy  the  next 
da\  ;  taily  in  the  morning,  he  broke  up  his  camp, 
cUid  marched  lorwaid,  in  order  to  wind  round  the 
enemy  s  left  dank  ;  in  its  way,  the  army  palled  the 
imall  river  Mitzei  :  afterwards  it  filed  off  by  the  fo- 
lefl  ot  Maffin,  and  the  village  of  Bazels  into  the 
plain,  where  both  iniantry  and  cavalry  fpreading 
themfelves  on  the  left  flank,  till  they  arrived  at  Zonv 
dorff  ;  the  king  then  thought  that  he  was  come  on 

the  back  of  the  enemy,  and  gave  orders  for  the  at¬ 
tack. 

The  ruffian  generals  forefeeing  his  defign,  had 
broke  up  the  fiege  of  Cuftrin,  and  marched  towards 
the  villages  of  Zwicker  and  Zorndorfr,  where  the 
ground  not  admitting  them  to  extend  in  front,  they 
had  drawn  up  their  army  very  judicioufly  in  four  lines, 
forming  a  front  on  every  fide,  and  furrounded  by 
cannon  and  chevaux  de  frize  :  the  village  of  Zwicker 
covered  their  right  flanks,  beyond  which  their  ca¬ 
valry  reached.  Prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  DeflTau 
commanded  the  firft  line  of  the  pruflians,  under  the 
king;  lieutenant  general  Manteufel,  the  left  wing  of 
infantry;  and  general  Seydlitz  conducted  the  cavalry 


of  that  wing. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  were  the1  pofitions  of  the  two  armies,  when 
the  king  gave  the  word  for  the  attack.  The  ruffians 
were  an  enemy  he  had  never  perfonally  engaged  be¬ 
fore  •,  but  his  troops  faw  every  where  fuch  horrid 
marks  of  their  cruelty,  as  fpurred  them  on  with  the 
moft  animated  ardor  to  engage,  and  be  revenged 
on  thole  barbarians.  Every  thing  that  was  dear' to 
the  king  of  Prulfia  depended  on  this  day  ;  if  he  loft 
it,  the  confequences  rnuft  be  fatal,  confidering  the 
vaft  fuperiority  of  his  enemies  in  Saxony.  In  fhort 
all  his  dominions  were  at  ftake. 

^  The  battle  began  on  the  25th  of  auguft,  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  pruffian  infantry  began 
to  attack  the  village  under  cover  of  an  uninterrupted 
and  terrible  fire  of  cannon  and  mortars,  which  rained 
on  the  right  wing  of  the  ruffians  for  two  hours  with¬ 
out  ^5  leaft  intermiffion.  Never  was  there  a  more 
dreadful  cannonade  ;  the  ruffian  foot,  which  although 
raw  and  unexperienced,  fuftaned  a  moft  fhockino- 
{laughter  ;  whole  ranks  fell,  and  their  places  were  in* 
ftantly  fupplied  by  new  regiments.  Their  firft  line 
continued  immoveable,  till  they  had  fired  away  all 
their  charges,  and  then  ruffied  forward  on  the  pruffian 
infantry  ;  which  fuddenly,  and  with  an  unaccountable 
pannic  gave  way,  in  the  prefence  of  their  fovereio-n 
before  the  broken  battalions  of  the  Mufcovites,  a&nd’ 
after  their  own  cannonade  had  in  a  manner  already 
gained  the  victory.  This  was  now  the  critical  mo¬ 
ment  on  which  every  thing  depended  ;  the  battle  was 
m  lmpence,  and  the  pruffian  infantry  retreating.  The 
event  of  that  great  day  depended  on  an  inftlnt  •  it 
was  neglefted  by  the  ruffian  general  •,  but  the  kin<^  of 
Prufiia  improved  it  :  Had  general  Fermor  diredly 
roug  ton  his  horfe,  to  difperfe  the  retiring  batta- 
10ns  of  his  enemy,  this  day  had  been  fatal  to  the 
pruffian  greatnefs  ;  but  the  king,  by  a  mafterly  and 
rapid  motion,  brought  all  the  cavalry  of  his  rio-ht 
wing  to  the  center,  which,  with  general  Seydlitz^  at 

their 
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their  head,  made  a  moft  furious  attack  upon  the  Muf- 
covite  foot,  uncovered  by  their  horfe,  and  drove  them 
back  with  a  moft  miferable  (laughter  :  this  gave  the 
repulfed  infantry  time  to  recoiled:  and  form  them- 
ielves  ;  returning  to  the  charge  with  a  rage,  exafpe- 
rated  by  their  late  difgrace,  they  very  foon  changed 
the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  ruffians  being  thrown 
into  the  moft  terrible  confufion,  plundered  their  own 
baggage>  which  was  between  the  lines,  and  intoxi¬ 
cated  themfelves  with  brandy,  they  no  longer  diftin- 
gu iftied  friends  from  foes,  but  fired  upon  each  other  ; 
and  being  crammed  together  in  a  narrow  lpace,  a 
horrible  and  undiftinguiffiing  carnage  endued,  as  well 
by  fword  and  bayonet,  as  by  the  pruffian  artillery, 
charged  with  cartridge  fhot,  which  fired  continually 
on  them,  at  not  20  yards  diftance.  Still  they  obfti- 
nately  perfifted  in  not  quitting  the  ground  ;  but  one 
of  their  generals  towards  the  evening,  with  a  chofen 
corps  made  a  judicious  attack  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  pruffians  *,  that  officer  loft  moft  of  his  men,  but- 
by  drawing  the  king’s  attention  that  way,  the  broken 
remains  of  their  infantry  had  leifure  to  withdraw  to  a 
new  poft  in  the  night  for  rallying  the  reft  of  their 
army. 

The  lofs  of  the  pruffians  did  not  exceed  2000  men, 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners-,  but  that  of  the  ruf¬ 
fians  amounted  to  10,000  dead  on  the  fpot ;  10,00a 
wounded,  moft  of  them  mortally  ;  and  about  2000. 
prifoners  :  of  two  particular  regiments,  which  before 
the  battle  confided  of  4600  men,  only  1500  were 
left.  Their  lofs  in  this  dreadful  day,  amounted  in 
the  whole  to  upwards  of  22,000  men. 

The  next  day,  the  king  of  pruffia  renewed  the  at¬ 
tack,  by  a  very  bride, cannonade  *,  but  the  ruffians  find¬ 
ing  no  fafety  in  any  thing  but  a  retreat,  marched  to 
Landfperg  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  Never  was 
victory  more  complete.  An  immenfe  train  of  artil  - 
lery,  37  colours,  five  ftandards,  and  feveral  kettle¬ 
drums, 
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drums,  and  their  military  cheffi,  containing  200,000 1. 
fterl.  were  taken.  Yet,  the  auftrians  warmly  afierted 
that  the  ruffians  gained  the  viftory  ;  but  nothing  fpoke 
fo  plainly  on  whofe  fide  it  fell,  as  its  confequences  ; 
the  king  cleared  that  part  of  his  dominions  from  his 
enemies,  and  was  enabled  to  march  to  the  afliftance 
of  the  other  ;  general  Fermor’s  afking  leave  *  to  bury 

hi$ 

*  As  foon  as  the  battle  was  over,  general  Fcrmor  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing  letter  to  count  Dohna. 

“  As  this  day’s  battle  hath  left  many  dead  to  be  buried,  and  ma¬ 
ny  wounded  men  to  be  dreffedon  both  Tides,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  afk  your  excellency,  whether  it  would  not  be  fit  to  conclude  a 
fuipenfion  of  arms  for  two  or  three  days  ?  General  Brown,  who  is 
extremely  weak  by  reafon  of  his  wounds,  having  need  of  a  room 
and  other  conveniences,  which  are  neceffar y  in  his  prefent  fituation, 
mod  humbly  entreats  his  majetty  to  fend  a  paffport  for  him  and  his 
attendants,  that  he  may  remove  to  a  proper  place.  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  &c. 

Camp,  aug.  14, 

{25  N.S.  1758.)  Count  Fermor.’’ 


Count  Dohna’s  anfvver. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  anfwer  the  letter  which  your  excellency 
was  pleaied  to  write  to  me  yetterday  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it  to 
inform  you,  that  the  king,  my  matter,  having  gained  the  battle 
and  remained  matter  of  the  field,  his  majetty  will  not  fail  to^ive 
the  neceffary  orders  for  burying  the  dead,  and  takino-  care  oAhe 
wounded  on  both  Tides.  His  majetty  thinks  that  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  is  ufuax  in  the  cafe  of  a  fiege,  but  not  after  a  battle.  His  ex 
cellency  general  Brown,  if  ttill  alive,  fhall  have  the  pafTports  he 

afks  mott  readily  ;  and  all  pottible  relief  fhall  be  given  to  the  other 
generals  who  are  prifoners. 

The  cruel  burning  of  all  the  villages,  which  is  not  yet  difconti 
nued,  (hews  an  intention  not  to  (pare  the  king’s  eftates  in  any  (hape  • 
but  I  (hall  not  now  enter  into  repetitions,  on  a  fubjcdt  I  have  fo 
often  mentioned.  I  fliall  only  defire  your  excellency  to  confider 
what  confluences  fuch  cruelties  may  have,  if  a  Hop  be  not  put  to’ 
them.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  t  * 

Camp,; aug.  26,  Count  Doh„a>.. 

Concerning  what’s  mentioned  in  this  letter  of  the  cruelties  of  the 

ruffians,  the  following  extradt  from  the  Berlin  Gazette  will  fet  it  in 
a  true  light. 


a 
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his  dead ;  the  number  of  prifoners  of  rank  that 
weie  taken  ;  all  concur,  in  fufficiently  fpeaking  who 
was  viftor  in  this  bloody  engagement.  Among  the 
prifoners  of  rank,  were  the  generals  de  Soltikoff, 
cle(  hermicheaux, Manteuffel,Tieremhaufen,  Chievres, 

&c. 

In  the  mean  time,  marfhal  Daun,  to  put  his  defign 
in  execution  of  doing  his  utmoft  to  drive  prince  Henry 
from  his  advantageous  port  at  Dippoidfwalde,  en¬ 
camped  his  army  at  Stolpen,  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Elbe ;  he  chole  this  pofition  to  cut  off  all  communi¬ 
cation  between  Bautzen  and  Drefden  ;  it  alfo  favoured 

“  The  Konigffierg  gazette  denies  the  cruelties  with  which  the 
ruffians  are  charged,  and  pretends  to  juffify  thofe  which  are  too 
notorious  not  to  be  acknowledged,  by  faying,  that  the  pruffians 
themfelves  have  fet  fire  to  the  villages  to  cover  their  march  But 
a  real'on  of  war  ought  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  an  unnece/Tary  cruel¬ 
ty  The  former  obliged  the  pruffians  to  burn  the  Angle  village  of 
.  chaumbourg  ;  but  what  colour  can  the  ruffians  give  to  their  burn¬ 
ing  the  villages  of  Zorndorff,  Zicher,  WilkerfdorfF,  Blumberg 
XutzdorfF,  Quartfchen  and  Birckenbufch,  all  which  were  in  flames 
at  the  fame  time,  and  of  which,  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  fome  killed,  and  others  thrown  into  the  flames.  The  public 
hath  already  been  informed,  of  the  cruelties  committed  lalt  june  by 
general  Demikow,  in  Pomerania,  and  the  New  Marche.  Above 
an  hundred  towns  or  villages  were  pillaged,  and  many  women  ear¬ 
ned  oft  and  ra vi (lied.  The  ruffians  alfo  fet  fire  to  the  village  of 
Furftgnau,  and  killed  the  farmer’s  wife  :  Vorbruch,  and  the  fuburbs 
of  Driefen,  were  likewife  reduced  to  afhes.  In  the  beginning  of 
July,  they  pillaged  the  town  of  Friedeburgh,  burnt  the  mill  of  AI- 
tenflies,  and  wounded  the  gardener  of  "the  bailiwic  cf  Driefen 
On  the  approach  of  the  pruffians,  they  turned  the  environs  of  Cu  - 
linn  into  a  defert,  burnt  the  feven  villages  abovementioned,  killed 
the  farmer  of  Tamfel,  and  at  Blumberg  and  Gamin  maffiacred  ma¬ 
ny  peafants,  and  even  infants  with  their  mothers,  whofe  mutilated 
bodies  were  found  in  the  houfes  an,d  barns.  The  churches  have 
not  been  fpared  ;  they  opened  even  graves  and  vaults,  to  ftrip  the 
dead  ;  which  they  did  particularly  at  Camin  and  Birckholtz,  where 
they  flrjpped  the  bodies  of  general  Schlaberndorf,  and  general 
Ruitz,  who  were  buried  there.  It  will  not  be  thought  ftrangc, 
that  the  name  of  barbarians  fhould  be  given  to  perfons  capable°of 
fuch  cruelties.”  r 


the 
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the  operations  of  the  army  under  general  Laudohn  on 
the  confines  of  Brandenburgh  ;  and  of. generals  Harfch 
and  de  Ville,  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Silefia;  as  he 
drew  the  attention  of  the  pruffian  forces  to  the  northern 
parts  of  that  duchy. 

*  To  defeat  all  thefe  excellent  fchemes,  his  pruffian 
majefty  had  no  fooner  fought  the  battle  of  Zorndorf, 
than  he  began  a  rapid  march  to  fuccour  prince  Henry  : 
never  did  general  make  fuch  long  and  Hying  marches 
in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  of  time  ;  the  king  moved  with  fo 
much  celerity,  that  he  reached  Groffen-hayn  on  the 
9th  of  feptember,  and  Drefden  the  11th.  As  his 
majefty  advanced,  the  auftrians  withdrew  from  the 
frontiers  of  Brandenburgh,  and  even  of  Lufatia  •,  and 
general  Laudohn,  who  had  employed  himfelf  in  pil¬ 
laging  the  circle  of  Cotbus,  with  the  utmoft  licenti- 
oufnefs,  precipitately  abandoned  all  the  lower  Lufatia, 
and  even  the  fortrefs  of  Peitz.  Marfhal  Daun  him¬ 
felf  retired  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden,  and 
fell  back  as  far  as  Littau.  Indeed  the  duke  of  Deux 
Ponts,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  empire, 
polIeHed  the  ftrong  poft  of  Pirna,  and  kept  his  ground  ; 
on  the  5th  of  feptember,  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Son- 
nenftein  furrendered  to  him  moft  unaccountably,  after 
a  cannonade  of  only  one  day  ;  but  this  army  under¬ 
took  nothing  further  againft  the  king. 

As  loon  as  that  monarch  was  abfent,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army,  the  ruffian  general  made 
a  halt  at  Lanfberg,  where  he  entrenched  his  army, 
in  an  inacceffible  camp.  Count  Dohna  commanded 
the  pruffian  troops,  which  the  king  left  to  aft  againft 
the  ruffians  ;  his  head  quarters  were  fixed  at  Blum- 
berg,  two  leagues  beyond  Cuftrin.  But  on  the  21ft 
of  feptember,  general  Fermor  quitted  this  advan¬ 
tageous  camp,  and  marching  by  Soldin  and  Peritz, 
arrived  on  the  26th  at  Stargard  in  Pomerania,  leaving 
wherever  it  paffied,  the  uiual  and  dilfnal  marks  of  its 
prefence.  Dohna  followed  them  diredly  •,  he  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vanced  by  Necidarnin,  and  arrived  the  29th  at  Soldiri. 
General  Fermor  left  a  garrifon  in  Landfberg,  but  it 

evacuated  the  town  on  the  approach  of  a  detachment 
trom  the  prufiian  army. 

The  lwedes  no  fooner  found  that  the  kino-  of 
Piufiia  was  marching  to  defend  Saxony  again!?  the 
auftrians,  and  the  army  of  the  empire,  than  they 
thought  it  a  proper  opportunity  to  pufh  the  war  with 
vigor.  1  hey  began  to  advance  very  brifkly,  into 
the  pruffian  territories.  Count  Hamilton  who  com- 
manded  their  army,  took  up  his  head  quarters  at 
Fehrbelhn,  io  that  fome  of  their  advanced  parties 
came  within  25  miles  of  Berlin.  But  the  king,  beino 
informed  of  their  motions,  immediately  detached 
general  Wedel,  with  a  body  of  troops  fromDrelden, 
which,  when  augmented  by  fome  troops  that  joined 
him  on  the  road,  amounted  to  1 1,000  men  ;  he  arrived 
at  Berlin  the  20th  of  feptember,  and  in  two  days  left 
that  city,  to  inarch  againft  the  enemy.  Upon  the 
approach  of  thele  troops,  the  fwedifh  army  retreated ; 
without  defending  any  place  ;  they  left  in  Fehrbellin’ 
a  garrifon  of  1400  men,  who  were  driven  out  after 
fome  refiftance,  the  28th.  The  prince  of  Bevern 
(who  had  been  exchanged  for  an  auftrian  general 
taken  by  his  prufiian  majefty)  governor  of'stetin, 
defended  that  town  againff  them;  and  general  Wedel 
continued  to  advance  againft  them.  & 

The  prufiian  monarch  himfelf,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  profecuting  the  war,  in  perfon,  with  his  ufual 
activity.  Marfhal  Daun  continued  in  his  camp  at 
Stolpen,  from  whence  he  had  a  communication  with 
the  army  of  the  empire  ;  the  great  defign  of  this 
genera],  was  to  prevent  the  king  from  luccourino- 
Silefia,  where  the  auftrian  generals  were  makin? 
great  progrefs,  and  had  formed  the  fiege  of  Neif? 
The  king  marched  his  army  from  the^ neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Drefden,  to  Bautzen,  a  poll  equally  ad¬ 
vantageous  for  preferving  a  communication  with 

prince 
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prince  Henry’s  army,  for  covering  Brandenburg, 
and  for  throwing  fuccours  into  Silefia.  Marfhal  Daun 
moved  to  the  right,  and  encamped  among  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Wilten  •,  and  foon  after  occupied  the  camp 
of  Ritlitz.  The  king’s  army  marched  to  Hoch- 
kirchen,  from  whence  he  difiodged  the  auftrians, 
and  polled  himfelf  upon  the  eminences,  which  lie 
between  Hochkirchen  and  Gorlitz.  And  during  all 
thefe  different  motions,  the  two  armies  kept  the  moft 
watchful  eye  on  each  other.  It  was  by  this  time 
found,  that  nothing  but  a  decifive  engagement  would 
anfwer  marfhal  Daun’s  projects  ;  he  foon  perceived, 
that  if  the  king  kept  poffeffion  of  his  prefent  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  retreat  into 
Bohemia. 

The  neceffity  of  a  battle  was  fo  urgent,  that  Daun 
refolved  to  attack  his  pruffian  majefty.  He  communi¬ 
cated  his  defign  to  the  prince  Deux  Fonts,  and  having 
fettled  meafures  with  him,  marched  in  the  dead  of  a  ve¬ 
ry  dark  night,  in  three  columns,  towards  the  right  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia’s  camp.  Nothing  could  be  better 
contrived  than  this  enterprize,  of  marfhal  Daun  ; 
and  it  was  executed  with  equal  vigor  and  prudence. 
So  wifely,  that,  notwithftanding  the  great  numbers 
of  the  auftrians,  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  thro’ 
which  they  marched  ;  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night; 
yet  the  three  columns  at  the  fame  time  arrived  at  the 
prufiian  camp,  without  being  difcovered,  and  without 
confufion. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  of  oftober  the  4th, 
they  began  the  attack,  with  the  utmoft  ardour  and 
refolution.  The  pruffians  had  not  time  to  ftrike  their 
tents,  before  the  enemy  was  in  the  midft  of  their 
camp,  and  had  began  a  furious  attack.  The  fur- 
prifed  troops  ran  half  naked  to  their  arms  ;  and  in 
the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  marfhal  Keith  was 
killed  by  two  mufket  bails  ;  and  prince  Francis  of 
Brunfwick  had  his  head  fhot  off  by  a  cannon  ball,  as 

he 
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in  the  dreadful  confufion  which  mu  ft  unavoidably 

have  eniued  in  his  army  on  fuch  an  occafion,  his 

great  prefence  of  mind,  his  aftivity,  and  valour,  an- 
nimated  his  rmnns  ,.,i -  r  ’ . 


tachment  from  his  left  to  reinforce  his  right  win-  • 
but  at  that  inftant,  general  Retzow,  who  commanded 


♦  1  r„  ,  .  r  Y. „  -  i  '-wni ujaiiucu. 

the  left,  was  himfelt  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  au- 
ltnans  :  fo  that  little  or  no  affiftance  could  be  afforded 
to  the  king,  who  was  obliged  to  bear  the  brunt  with 
his  right  alone,  of  the  grand  attack  of  the  auffrians 
whcie  mafhal  I3aun  hirnfclf  was  prcfent. 

1  hat  general  had  entrufted  the  attack  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Hochkerchen,  and  its  eminences,  to  aeneral 
Laudolm,  who  attacked  them  with  he  greateft  fury. 
As  it  was  a  pod  of  fuch  importance,  that  the  fate  of 
ti,e  day  depended  on  it;  the  difpute  was  hotteft  there. 
Laudohn  lucceeded  ;  but  he,  no  fooner  was  in  pof- 
ltliion  of  it,  than  he  was  attacked  with  the  utmoft 
fury  by  the  pruffians  ;  he  repulfed  them  ;  a  i'econd 
aaack  was  made  with  equal  bravery  ;  and  a  third 
but  both  weie  alio  unluccefsful  ;  the  fourth  attack 
aiter  a  molt  bloody  difpute  they  carried  it ;  but  mar- 
fhal  Daun  determined  to  make  every  pollible  effort, 
by  continually  pouring  frelh  troops  on  that  poft, 
diove  the  pruOians  out  of  it,  after  reiterated  attacks, 
and  a  prodigious  (laughter.  His  majefty  then  de- 
Ipainng  of  the  victory,  ordered  a  retreat,  which,  to 
the  altonilhment  of  all,  who  knew  not  the  excellency 
of  the  pmiTian  dilcipline,  was  performed  in  good  or¬ 
der,  under  the  cover  of  a  great  fire  of  artillery  placed. 


in  the  center  of  his  camp.  1  hey  loft  about  7000 


men 
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men  in  this  bloody  battle,  killed,  wounded  and  pri- 
foners.  The  auftrians,  by  their  own  confeffion,  5000  ; 
who  took  a  great  number  of  cannon,  fome  colours, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  baggage. 

It  was  very  juftly  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  his  pruf- 
fian  majefty,  who  had  fuch  a  numberof  excellent  gene¬ 
rals  under  him,  fliould  befurprifed  in  fuch  a  fatal  man¬ 
ner;  and  that  his  out  guards  fhould  not  have  difcovered 
the  enemy  time  enough  to  have  prevented  the  difmal 
confequences  that  followed.  As  fatal  as  the  firftpart 
of  the  day  proved,  it  ought  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
to  be  retrieved  from  difhonour,  by  the  excellent  re¬ 
treat,  which  the  pruffian  army  made.  Hiftory,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  can  produce  but  few'  inftances  of  an  inferior 
army  being  furprifed  in  their  deep  ;  running  half 
naked  to  their  arms ;  recovering  their  order;  fighting 
delperately  for  five  hours  ;  and  at  laft  making  fuch 
an  orderly  retreat,  without  their  enemies  daring  to  pur- 
fue  them.  Nor  did  the  greatnefs  of  the  king’s  gene- 
ralfhip  ever  appear  more  confpicuous ;  and  he*  ne¬ 
ver  found  fuch  great  want  of  it  as  in  this  adion  ; 
to  have  a  wing  of  his  army  at  a  diftance  from  his 
own  quarters,  attacked ;  the  two  commanders  of  it 
flain,  in  the  firft  onfet ;  the  principal  generals  of  it 
wounded ;  and  the  whole  wing  on  the  point  of  flicrht : 
to  come  himfelf  in  this  critical  moment,  from  the 
other  wing,  to  reftore  his  confufed  troops  to  order  • 
twice  to  repulfe  the  enemy ;  four  times  to  attack 
them  ;  and  at  lad  to  make  fo  orderly  a  retreat,  over¬ 
born  only  by  numbers  and  fatigue  :  thefe,  I  fav 
are  adions  which  difcover  fuch  a  greatnefs  of  genius* 

fuch  an  admirable  prefence  of  mind  ;  as  was  hardly 
ever  equalled  by  any  general.  ' 

His  pruffian  majefty,  after  the  adion,  fell  back  with 

!im,nfht  Bing  t0  Weiffenbourg  •>  his  left  ftill  con- 
nkru  Bautzen  >  and  the  head  quarters  were  at 
Doberfchutz.  He  had  been  in  this  poiition  but 

^  a  fhort 
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a  fhort  time,  before  he  perceived,  that  marfhal  Daun’s 
view,  was  to  prevent  his  inarching  into  Silefia  ; 
and  that,  that  general  had  laid  afide  his  defigns  on 
Saxony  •,  this  determined  him  to  fend  for  a  large 
detachment  from  prince  Henry’s  army  ;  (which  the 
prince  brought  up  himfelf)  and  to  march  into  Sile¬ 
fia,  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Neifs,  which  the  generals 
Harfch  and  de  Ville  were  profecuting  with  the  ut- 
molt  vigor. 

His  majefty  found  many  difficulties  in  putting 
this  fcheme  in  execution.  Marfhal  Daun  lay  with  a 
fuperior  army  juft  in  his  road,  whofe  only  bufinefs 
was  to  obftruct  his  march.  Saxony,  would  be  left 
uncovered,  and  prince  Henry,  whofe  army  was  re¬ 
duced  by  the  late  detachments,  could  make  but  in¬ 
effectual  efforts  againft  the  united  arms  of  the  auftri- 
ans  and  imperialifts,  if  marfhal  Daun  fhould  turn  his 
arms  that  way.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  king  was 
to  remain  in  his  prefent  fituation,  and  neglect  to  re- 
feue  Silefia,  that  province  would  be  greatly  over-run  by 
the  auftrians,  whereby  his  affairs  would  fuffer  equally, 
with  uncovering  Saxony.  It  is  for  great  genius’s  only 
not  to  be  difconcerted  by  fuch  dilemma’s  as  thefe  •,  in- 
ftead  of  rendering  him  inactive,  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
ferved  only  to  quicken  the  fpeed  of  his  refolution,  and 
the  vigor  with  which  he  executed  it.  He  determined 
to  march  into  Silefia. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  he  broke  up  his  camp,  at 
Doberfchutz  j  and  fetching  a  great  compafs,  arrived 
on  the  26th  in  the  plain  of  Gorlitz  :  marfhal  Daun 
had  endeavoured  to  feize  this  port  before  the  king  *, 
but  could  get  no  further  than  Landfcron  ;  their 
granadiers  and  carabineers,  drew  up  oppofite  to  the 
pruffian  van  guard,  but  were  defeated  with  the  lofs 
of  800  men.  By  this  admirable  march,  Daun  at  once 
loft  all  the  advantages  which  he  had  before  gained, 
from  the  victory  at  Hochkirchen,  and  from  his  ad¬ 
vantageous 
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vantageous  ports  ;  an  open  road  lay  before  the  king 
into  Silena,  and  all  he  could  now  do  was  to  harrals  his 
rear.  His  majefty  purfued  his  march  with  the  great- 
eft  rapidity  ;  general  Laudohn,  with  24,000  men  fol¬ 
lowed  him  with  little  fuccefs. 

.  ^ie  28th,  his  majefty  marched  to  Lauban  ;  and 
m  two  days  after  entered  Silefia.  The  6th  of  novein- 
ber  he  arrived  at  Noffen.  The  fiege  of  Neifs  was 
cairying  on  with  the  utmoft  vigor  ;  and  defended  with 
the  greateft  bravery ;  it  commenced  the  4th  of  auguft, 
and  was  completely  inverted  the  3d  of  odtober.  The 
pruftian  army  arrived  in  fight  of  Neifs  the  7th  of  no- 
vember,  general  Harfli  having  raifed  the  fiege,  and 
repafied  the  Neifs,  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  ftores  behind  him  ;  general  Trefkow 
the  brave  governor,  fallied  out  upon  them,  and  cut  in 
pieces  a  body  of  7  or  800  pandours.  The  kind’s 
prelence  every  where  relieved  the  whole  province  -^a 
arge  body  of  auftrians,  who  had  been  fome  time  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  blockade  of  Cofel,  raifed  it  on  the  qth  • 
the  auftrian  general.  fell  back  on  the  army  of  o-eneral 
Harlch,  and  the  united  corps  retreated  into  Bohemia 
and  auftrian  Silefia,  with  great  precipitation. 

Never  did  any  general  plan  his  fchemes  and  exe¬ 
cute  them  with  greater  refolution,  vigor,  and  celerity, 
an  his  pruftian  majefty  ;  this  rapid  march  from  Sax¬ 
ony,  by  which  he  entirely  drove  the  auftrians  out  of 
Silefia,  is  a  remarkable  inftance  ;  the  pruftian  foldiers 
with  reafon,  expend  that  this  would  be  their  lift 
operation  for  that  campaign  ;  but  their  fovereign  was 
of  a  different  opinion  ;  Saxony  was  in  danger, "and  it 

Marftial  Daun,  foon  after  he  had  gained  the  ad 

vantage  at  Hochkirchen,  determined  that  his  greateft 
efforts  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  Should 
be  on  the  fide  of  Silefia;  and  confequentlv’his  frft 

it°"bulias’r0  t>rCVa“t  iff  king  marching  inro 
it  •  but  as  his  majefty  had  entirely  defeated  his  whole 

*  2  projeft. 
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project,  by  this  rapid,  march,  he  thought  it  proper 
to  change  his  plan  of  operations,  and  take  advantage 
of  the  king’s  abfence  to  fall  on  Saxony.  His  defign 
was  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  three  cities  of  Dref- 
den,  Leipfick,  and  Torgau  :  for  this  purpofe  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  king  no  further  than  Gorlitz;  and  when  he 
had  detached  general  Laudohn  to  harrafs  his  rear, 
he  marched  himfelf  with  all  expedition  towards  Dref- 
den,  having  palled  the  Elbe  at  Pirna,  the  6th  of 
november.  Prince  Henry’s  army,  weakened  confi- 
derably,  by  the  large  detachments  which  he  had  car¬ 
ried  to  the  grand  army,  after  the  battle  of  Hoch- 
kirchen,  was  obliged  to  retire  from  its  advantageous 
poll  before  Drelden,  to  the  weftward  of  that  city  ; 
Daun  endeavoured  to  cut  off  his  communication  with 
it  *,  but  the  prince  threw'  himfelf  into  Drefden,  and  re¬ 
tired  on  the  other  fide  the  Elbe.  The  duke  of  Deux 
Ponts  then  marched,  and  inverted  Leipfick  *,  whilrt 
marfhal  Daun  did  the  fame  to  Drefden,  with  60,000 
men.  That  city  w  as  but  meanly  fortified,  of  very  great 
extent,  and  defended  only  by  12,000  men,  which  was 
a  very  poor  garrifon  ior  fo  large  a  place,  commanded 
by  the  count  de  Schmettau.  The  aurtrian  general 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  city,  the  6th  of  november  *, 
by  a  motion  on  the  7th,  the  governor  was  convinced 
that  his  defign  was  againrt  the  capital. 

The  fuburbs  of  Drefden  w^ere  fo  extremely  weak, 
that  Schmettau  found  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him 
to  prevent  the  enemy’s  pofferting  himfelf  of  them  by 
a  coup  de  main.  An  ente rprize  of  this  nature,  would 
have  been  the  more  eafy,  as  mod  of  the  houfes  of 
the  fuburbs,  from  the  gate  of  Pirna  to  that  of  Wilf- 
drurt',  abfolutely  commanded  the  body  of  the  town, 
both  by  their  prodigious  height,  being  fix  or  leven 
ftories  high,  and  by  their  proximity  to  the  ramparts. 
This  Lid  count  Schmettau  under  the  difagreeable  ne- 
certity  of  burning  them,  for  that  end  he  filled  the 
higheft  houfes  with  combuftibles,  and  alfo  thofe  next 
to  the  ramparts,  that  his  orders  might  be  the  more 
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ipeedily  executed,  whenever  the  reafons  of  war  obliged 
him  to  ifiiie  them  in  his  own  defence  :  the  governor 
made  a  declaration  to  this  eftedf,  to  M.  de  Bofe,  chief 
cup  bearer  to  the  court  of  Drefden,  adding,  that  as 
foon  as  the  enemy  fhould  make  a  fhow  of  attacking 
the  city,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs. 

The  fuburbs  of  Drefden  compofe  one  of  the  fined 
cities  in  Europe,  much  fuperior  to  the  part  within  the 
walls ;  where  the  moll  confiderable  of  the  inhabitants 
refide,  and  is  alfo  the  feat  of  thofe  curious  manufac¬ 
tures,  for  which  that  city  is  fo  famous.  Marfhal 
Daun  well  knowing  the  necefiity  the  governor  would 
find  himfelf  under,  endeavoured  to  intimidate  him 
from  this  meafure,  by  threatening  to  make  him  per- 
fonally  anfwerablefor  the  fteps  he  fhould  take.  Schmet- 
tau,  with  all  the  firmnefs  of  the  bravelb  foldier,  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  would  anfwer  whatfoever  he  fhould  do, 
and  would  not  only  burn  the  fuburbs,  in  cafe  marfhal 
Daun  advanced,  but  would  likewife  defend  the  city 
itfelf  ftreet  by  ftreet,  and  at  laft  even  the  caflle,  which 
was  the  royal  refidence,  if  he  fhould  be  driven  to  it. 
The  magiftrates  of  the  city  no  fooner  were  acquainted 
with  this  refolution,  but  they  fell  at  the  feet  of  count 
Schmettau,  imploring  him  to  change  his  mind ;  the 
part  of  the  royal  family  that  remained  in  Drefden, 
joined  in  thefe  fupplications,  praying  him  to  fpare  that 
laft  refuge  of  diftrefled  royalty,  and  at  leaft  to  allow 
a  fecure  refidence  to  thofe  who  had  been  deprived  of 
every  thing  elfe.  But  the  governor  continued  firm  in 
his  refolution  ;  he  anfwered,  that  their  fafety  depended 
on  marfhal  Daun,  that  if  he  attacked  them,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  war  would  oblige  him  to  a<ft  quite  contrary 
to  the  lenity  of  his  difpofition. 

Schmettau  had  thrown  up  fome  fmall  redoubts  to 
cover  the  fuburbs  •,  thefe  the  auftrians  foon  forced, 
and  penetrated  a  good  way  into  them  ^  during  which 
attack,  their  artillery  played  into  the  town.  General 
Meyer,  who  was  polled  in  the  fuburbs,  gave  notice 
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to  the  governor  the  next  day,  that  the  auftrians  were 
electing  batteries,  and  making  other  preparations  to 
attack  the  city.  Whereupon,  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  no  longer  to  delay  deftroying  the  iuburbs. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  of  the  10th  of 
november,  general  Meyer  gave  the  fignal,  and,  im¬ 
mediately,  a  place,  fo  lately  the  feat  of  pleafure,  arts, 
and  trade,  was  all  in  flames.  Dreadful  as  this  con¬ 
flagration  was,  yet  the  good  order  of  the  pruffian 
troops,  and  the  care  of  the  governor,  prevented  it 
from  being  more  fhocking  than  was  necefiary  j  very 
few  loit  their  lives.  General  Meyer  retired  into  the 
city  ;  and  the  gates  were  directly  barricaded  *. 

i  he  Saxon  and  auftrian  miniflers  -f-  made  the  moft 
aggravated  complaints  all  Europe  over,  of  the  bar¬ 
barities 

*  Vide  Schmettau’s  memorial  concerning  the  burning  the  fuburbs 
of  Drefden. 

t  Vide  M.  Ponickau  the  Saxon  refldent’s  memorial  to  the  diet  of 
the  empire. 

“  By  the  violence  of  the  flames,  which  was  kept  up  by  red  hot 
balls,  fired  into  the  houfes  and  along  the  ftrects,  the  whole  was 
iniiantly  on  fire.  1 — “  A  fhoe-maker,  who  was  running  away  with 
his  infant  on  a  pillow,  to  fave  it  from  being  burnt  to  death,  was 
met  by  a  volunteer,  who  fnatched  the  pillow  away  from  him,  and 
threw  the  babe  into  the  flames.' ”  — “  One  man  had  got  his  things 
into  a  waggon  ;  the  pruflians  flopt  it,  covered  it  over  with  pitch,  and 
fet  it  on  fire.” — “  By  this  means  a  multitude  of  people  of  all  ages, 
who  inhabited  thofe  populous  fuburbs,  penfhed  amidit  the  flames. 
The  number  of  thofe  who  were  killed  in  the  Angle  inn,  called  the 
Goldtn  Hart,  amounted  to  90.” — “  The  auftrian  army  beheld  thefe 
horrible  adts,  Ailed  with  indignation  and  rage.  Its  generals  melt- 
ing  v/ith  compafllon,  tried  every  method  to  remedy  them.  They 
fe ut  3 00  carpenters  into  the  fuburbs,  to  endeavour  to  extinguifh  the 
flames  ”  All  thefe  falflties  are  abundantly  confuted  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  authentic  papers. 

Letter  from  M.  de  Bofe,  chief  cup-bearer  to  the  court  of  Drefden, 

to  count  Schmettau. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  in  anfwer  to  what 
you  wrote  me  this  day,  I  malt  own,  that  ever  fince  you  had  the 
government  of  Drefden,  I  informed  you  of  all  that  his  royal  high- 

nefs 


(32 7  ) 

barities  exercifed  by  the  pruffians  in  this  affair.  Never 
were  there  fuch  infamous  falfities  trumped  up,  as 

they 

r  V 

nefs  charged  me  to  tell  you  in  his  name,  and  I  have  likewife  re¬ 
ported  to  his  highnefs,  your  excellency’s  anfvvers. 

As  to  the  firlt  point,  I  alfo  remember  very  well,  that  your  ex¬ 
cellency  charged  me,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  reprefenc  to  his 
royal  highnefs,  that  if  marfhal  Daun  Ihoufd  attack  the  city,  you 
mult  let  lire  to  the  fuburbs,  particularly  the  houfes  that  adjoined  to 
the  ditch;  into  which  houfes,  your  excellency  immediately  ordered 
combultibles  to  be  put.  I  alfo  remember,  that  upon  the  foliicita- 
tions,  which  his  royal  highnefs  made,  by  me,  to  your  excellency, 
you  ordered  them  to  be  removed  when  marihal  Daun  retired  ;  and 
of  this  I  alfo  made  an  humble  report. 

It  is  alio  true,  that  when  marihal  Daun  was  at  Lockowitz,  on 
the  1 8th  of  november  lad,  your  excellency  charged  me  to  ac¬ 
quaint  his  royal  highnefs,  in  your  name,  that,  if  marihal  Daun 
Ihould  approach  near  the  town,  and  attack  it,  you  fhould  be  obliged 
to  burn  the  fuburbs,  and  the  houfes  adjoining  the  town  ditch.  Al¬ 
though  I  made  feveral  remondrances  to  your  excellency  from  the 
court,  you  declared,  that  you  was  ordered  by  the  king  }our  ma- 
der,  to  defend  youifelf  to  the  lad  extremity,  and  that  you  could  not 
change  youi  mealures,  unlefs  marfhal  Daun  fhould  be  prevailed 
with  not^  to  attack  the  town.  To  which  I  anfwered,  in  his  royal 
highnefs’s  name,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  marfhal  Daun’s  defigns ; 
that  he  could  not  intermeddle  in  the  operations  of  war,  and  vyould 
confequently  be  obliged  to  endure  what  he  could  not  hinder. 

Ladly,  it  is  well  known,  that  your  excellency,  during  the  fire,  took 
every  pofftbb  meafure  in  the  town,  to  prevent  theie  excefles  and 
diforders,  which  might  have  been  apprehended  ;  and  his  royal 
highnefs  charged  me  to  return  you  his  thanks  for  it.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

Dec.4,  1758.  Joachim  Frederick  de  Bose. 

Certificate  of  the  magidrates  of  Drefden. 

^  In  confequence  of  orders  received  from  his  excellency  count 
Schmettau,  lieutenant  general  and  governor,  we  certify  what  we 
knew  concerning  the  burning  of  the  fuburbs.  Two  perfons  were 

burnt  to  death,  two  killed,  three  hurt,  by  the  fire,  and  two  wounded 
by  the  loldiers. 

We  never  heard,  in  any  diape,  of  a  waggon  full  of  goods, 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  fave,  .nd  which  it  was  pretended 
was  covered  with  combud.bles,  and  fo  fet  on  fire;  nor  of  ninety 
perfons  faid  to  have  peridied  at  the  Hart,  nor  of  the  auflrian  troops, 

^  4  who, 
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they  Spread  about  in  their  memorials.  They  made  no 
Scruple  to  invent  and  alter  fadls  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  move  the  greateft  pity  towards  the  fufferers,  and 
equal  indignation  againft  his  pruffian  majefty.  But  all 
thefe  vile  falfities  were  fully  removed,  by  the  authentic 
certificates  of  the  magiftrates,  &c.  of  Drefden,  who 
were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  tranfaction  ;  and  all 
the  heap  of  inventions  that  had  been  palmed  upon  all 
Europe  for  truths,  were  inflantly  overthrown. 

who,  it  is  pretended,  aflifted  in  extinguifliing  the  flames.  Drefden, 
dec  4,  1753. 

(L.  S.)  The  magiftrates  of  Drefden. 

Certificate  of  the  judges  of  the  fuburb  of  Drefden. 

We  the  judges  of  the  fuburb  of  Drefden,  certify,  and  atteft, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  calamity  that  hath  juft  happened,  things 
pafted  in  this  manner.  The  combuftibles  were  replaced  on  the  7th 
of  november  ;  and  the  magiftrates  ordered  all  the  judges  to  attend 
them  :  accordingly,  Simon  Stelzner,  judge;  John  Chnftian,  aider- 
man  ;  John  Michael  Faber,  and  John  Chriftian  Kretfchmar,  judges, 
attended,  and  were  told,  (being  enjoined  at  the  fame  time,  to  ac- 
acquaint  the  other  judges  with  it)  to  provide  the  houfes  with  water, 
to  give  notice  to  the  landlords,  and  keep  the  pumps  ready,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  aftift  one  another ;  becaule,  if  any  misfortune  ftiould 
happen,  the  people  of  the  town  could  not  come  to  our  afliftance, 
ror  could  we  go  to  theirs  :  and  of  this,  we  informed  all  the 
burghers. 

On  the  8th  and  9th  the  auftrian  army  approached  the  town  ;  and 
on  the  9th,  the  auftrian  huftars  forced  their  way  to  the  fuburb  of 
Pima,  and  to  Zinzcndorf  houfe. 

On  the  10th,  at  two  in  the  morning,  fire  was  fettothe  quarters 
of  Pirna,  Ram,  and  Wilfdorf,  which  confumcd  266  houfes  in  all. 

'I  here  have  been  therefore  in  all,  two  perfons  burnt,  a  man  and 
a  woman  greatly  advanced  in  years,  and  whom  it  was  impoftible 
to  fave  ;  two  killed,  and  two  wounded. 

What  has  been  faid  of  a  waggon  is  falfe  ;  and  it  is  equally 
falfe  that  ninety  perfons  perilhed  at  the  Hart  ;  only  four  perfons  in 
all  having  loft  their  lives,  as  we  have  juft  mentioned.  Laftly,  it 
js  falfe,  that  the  auftrian  carpenters  aflifted  us  in  extinguifhing  the 
nre.  We  never  faw  one  of  them. 

We  certify,  that  all  the  above  is  ftridlly  conformable  to  truth. 
Dec.  4,  Signed  by  the  ten  judges 

1758.  of  Drefden. 


Marlhal 
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Marfhal  Daun  now  found  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
take  Drefden  by  a  coup  de  main  ;  and  befides  the 
king  of  Pruffia  was  marching  back  from  Silefia,  with 
great  fpeed  to  fuccour  it,  he  continued  the  fiege  flowly 
for  about  a  week  but  as  regular  operations  took  up 
too  much  time,  he  raifed  it  the  1 7th. 

I  before  mentioned,  that  his  plan  was  to  attack  Leip- 
fick  and  Torgau  at  the  fame  time  that  he  himfelf 
befieged  Drefden.  The  duke  of  Deux  Ponts  com¬ 
manded  before  Leipfick  ;  and  general  Haddick,  with 
10,000  men  before  Torgau.  No  fooner  had  the  king 
of  Pruffia  notice  of  the  fcheme,  which  marfhal  Daun 
had  formed,  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  thofe  cities,  than 
he  ordered  count  Dohna,  who  commanded  againft 
the  ruffians,  to  march  with  12,000  men,  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Torgau  ;  general  Wedel,  who,  with  a  fmall 
army  obferved  the  motions  of  the  fwedes,  received 
the  fame  orders.  The  latter  general  threw  himfelf 
into  Torgau,  before  Haddick  arrived  there,  and  when 
he  made  his  attack,  he  repulfed  him  with  lofs ;  and 
count  Dohna  being  come  up  foon  after,  the  two  ge¬ 
nerals  having  joined  their  forces,  purfued  the  auftri- 
ans  to  Eulenburg.  The  enemy,  terrified  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  pruffian  armies,  alfo  raifed  the  fiege  of 
Leipfick. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  pruffian  majefty  was  march¬ 
ing  with  the  greateft  fpeed  from  Silefia  •,  fo,  that  by 
the  1 5th  of  november,  he  arrived  at  Lauban  ;  and 
having  afterwards  joined  his  army  to  the  corps  under 
the  generals  Dohna  and  Wedel,  he  arrived  trium¬ 
phantly  at  Drefden,  the  20th.  The  auftrian  armies, 
commanded  by  marfhal  Daun,  and  that  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  fell  back  on  the  king’s  near  approach,  into  Bo¬ 
hemia,  without  attempting  any  thing  further.  The 
marfhal  placed  his  troops  into  quarters  of  canton¬ 
ment,  in  fuch  fituations  as  to  form  an  immenfe  chain 
of  troops  all  along  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  Saxony  ; 
where  the  imperial  army  joined,  and  continued  it 

through 
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through  Thuringia  and  Franconia,  where  it  was  united 
to  the  quarters  of  the  prince  de  Soubize,  extending 
weftward,  along  the  courfe  of  the  Main  and  Lahn, 
to  meet  thofe  of  marfhal  de  Contades,  which  ftretched 
to  the  Rhine,  and  continued  the  chain  along  it  quite 
to  the  Maefe,  lb  as  to  command  the  whole  courfe  of 

of  the  Rhine,  on  both  fides,  both  upward  and  down¬ 
ward. 

I  left  the  ruffian  army  retreating  after  the  battle  of 
Zorndorf,  to  Stargard  in  Pomerania.  General  Fer- 
mer  forefaw  that  he  ffiould  be  unable  to  keep  his 
ground  in  that  province  during  the  winter,  unlefs  he 
could  fecure  fome  lea  port,  by  which  means  he  might 
receive  the  neceffiary  reinforcements  from  Ruffia  by 
lea.  In  purfuance  to  this  plan,  he  refolved  to  attack 
the  little  town  of  Colberg  on  the  Baltick  ;  expeding 
it  would  be  an  eafy  conqueft,  as  it  was  but  meanly 
fortified.  On  the  3d  of  odober,  15,000  ruffians 
formed  the  fiege  •,  but  what  with  their  incapacity  in 
that  pait  of  the  art  of  war,  and  the  brave  defence 
made  by  major  Heydon,  the  governor,  this  little  town, 
fo  poorly  fortified,  and  fo  weakly  garrifoned,  held 
out  again  R  them  26  days,  and  then  obliged  them  to 
raife  the  fiege,  the  29th  of  odober :  and  this  with¬ 
out  receiving  any  fuccours  whatfoever  from  without. 
The  ruffians,  without  enterprifing  any  thing  elfe,  re¬ 
tired  in  fo  difgraceful  a  manner  out  of  Pomerania, 
without  having  been  able  to  mafier  one  place  of 
ftrength,  in  either  Brandenburg  or  Pomerania.  But 
they  deflroyed  all  the  country  as  they  paffed,  with  the 
mod  favage  fiercenefs.  Nor  were  the  ruffians  the 
only  enemy  which  carried  on  an  inglorious  war  againft 
his  pruffian  majefty  ;  the  fwedes  were  driven  back  into 
their  own  territories,  with  great  lofs ;  and  feveral  of 
their  important  pods  taken,  before  they  went  into 
quarters  of  cantonment.  About  the  time  that  the 
auRrians  retired  into  winter  quarters,  the  french  did 
the  fame,  without  any  moleflation  from  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  ; 
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Band ;  his  army  was  too  weak  for  offenfive  operations, 
and  the  feafon  too  far  advanced  :  fo  that  the  britifli 
troops  were  not  employed  in  this  campaign  ;  but 
they  loft  their  leader,  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
died  of  a  fever  at  Munfter,  the  20th  of  oftober, 
contracted  by  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign.  The 
prince  difpofed  his  troops  in  the  moft  advantageous 
manner,  in  the  bifhoprics  of  Munfter,  Paderborn, 
and  Hildefheim,  and  in  the  landgraviate  of  Heffe. 

Before  I  difmifs  the  affairs  of  his  pruffian  majefty, 
for  this  campaign,  I  mu  ft  take  notice  of  the  change 
which  that  monarch  made  in  his  conduCt,  towards  the 
unfortunate  electorate  of  Saxony.  When  firft  he  en- 
tered  that  country,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  he 
declared,  that  he  had  no  delign  to  make  a  conqueft 
of  it,  but  only  to  hold  it  as  a  depofit  in  his  hands  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  until  he  could 
compel  his  enemies  to  agree  to  reafonable  terms  of 
peace  •,  but  upon  his  return  to  Drefden,  after  having 
forced  marffial  Daun  once  more  to  quit  Saxony,  he 
altered  his  refolution  :  he  ordered  his  directory  at  war 
to  fend  a  decree  to  the  deputies  of  the  eftates  of  the 
electorate,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  enjoined 
them  to  deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  flower  and  for¬ 
age,  fignified  in  exprefs  terms  ;  “  That  though  the 
king  of  Pruflia  had  hitherto  treated  the  electorate  of 
Saxony  as  a  country  he  had  taken  under  his  fpecial 
protection ;  the  face  of  affairs  was  now  changed  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  his  majefty  would  confider  it 
for  the  future,  only  as  a  conquered  country,  out  of 
which  he  had  driven  his  enemies,  by  force  of  arms.” 
This  declaration  was  no  fooner  publifhed,  than  the 
revenues  of  all  the  faxon  minifters  of  confequence 
were  fequeftered  ;  and  as  the  ruffians  had  feized  in 
Pruffia,  all  the  rents  of  the  eftates  in  that  country, 
belonging  m  pruffian  officers,  the  fame  was  done  by 
the  king  in  Saxony,  in  regard  to  the  eftates  of  faxon 
officers  in  the  ruffian  fervice.  His  majefty  alfo  or¬ 
dered 
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ordered  feals  to  be  put  on  the  papers  of  20  perfons 
of  confequence  belonging  to  the  court  of  Drefden, 
who  were,  at  the  fame  time  enjoined  to  fet  out  for 
Warfaw,  in  24  hours  ;  in  fhort,  the  adminiftration 
of  the  government  was  thrown  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  prufiians.  It  has  been  very  juftly  remarked  on 
this  ;  that  as  foon  as  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  declared, 
that  he  confidered  Saxony  as  a  conquered  country, 
the  people  had  from  that  time  a  right  to  expecft  to  be 
governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  became  a  juft  prince; 
more  efpecially  when  the  conqueror’s  affairs  are  not 
in  fuch  a  dangerous  fituation,  as  to  require  a  very  ri¬ 
gorous  behaviour.  When  we  confider  the  ufe  which 
this  monarch  made  of  his  conqueft  ;  we  are  no  longer 
dazzled  by  the  heroic  qualities  of  his  mind.  He 
continued  to  exadft  the  moft  fevere  contributions  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  in  a  manner  very  little  becom¬ 
ing  a  lawful  fovereign.  He  not  only  furrounded  the 
exchange  with  foldiers,  but  confined  the  merchants 
to  narrow  lodgings,  on  ftraw  beds,  and  by  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  their  fufferings  obliged  them  to  draw  bills 
on  their  foreign  correfpondents  for  very  large  fums. 
Drefden  had  been  quite  exhaufted  by  former  contri¬ 
butions,  and  had  even  fuffered  military  execution  long 
before :  fo  that  but  little  excufe  can  be  made  for 
thefe  unjuft  and  violent  proceedings.  What  could 
be  more  unreafonable,  more  odious,  or  more  cruel, 
than  to  retaliate  on  the  unhappy  faxons,  fomepartof 
the  exceffes  committed  by  the  ruffians  on  his  domi¬ 
nions.  Such  a  proceeding  is  not  confident  with  that 
greatnefs  of  foul  which  one  would  think  fhould  at¬ 
tend  fuch  vaft  abilities,  as  are  poffeffed  by  his  pruffian 
majefty.  But  let  us  review  his  adtions  this  campaign, 
we  fhall  there  fee  his  brighteft  fide. 

In  the  laft  campaign,  he  gained  the  moft  refplendent 
victories  ;  but  in  this  he  formed  and  executed  the 
moft  ufeful  defigns.  The  retreating  out  of  Moravia 
in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  army,  in  that  mafterly  man- 
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ner,  in  which  it  was  executed ;  his  rapid  march  to 
drive  the  ruffians  from  his  dominions  ;  his  gaining  the 
battle  of  Zorndorf,  merely  by  his  own  prefence  of 
mind  ;  his  marching  from  thence  to  relieve  Saxony, 
when  in  the  mean  time,  the  auftrians  over-run  Sile- 
fia ;  defeated  at  Hochkirchen,  and  yet  ading  as  if  he 
had  been  vidorious ;  marffialDaun’swholeplanbeingto 
prevent  his  entering  Silefia ;  he  takes  a  great  compals 
round  all  his  forces,  and  marching  unpurfued,  in  the 
fwifteft  manner,  raifes  the  liege  of  Neifs,  and  clears 
all  Silefia  of  his  enemies ;  from  one  corner  of  his 
dominions,  he  flies  to  the  other ;  Saxony  is  again  in 
danger ;  above  an  hundred  thoufand  of  his  enemies 
befieging  three  great  cities  in  it ;  they  no  fooner 
invade,  than  he  refolves  to  refcue ;  from  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  Silefia,  he  makes  forced  marches  into  Saxony, 
raifes  the  fieges  of  its  capital,  Leipfick  and  Torgau, 
drives  the  two  armies  of  the  auftrians  and  the  empire 
entirely  out  of  the  eledorate,  and  arrives  triumphantly 
at  Drefden  •,  four  armies,  containing  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,  endeavour  to  over¬ 
whelm  his  dominions,  they  are  defeated,  and  drove 
back  with  difgrace  ;  his  territories  are  cleared,  and  he 
keeps  pofleffion  of  Saxony  itfelf.  In  fhort,  whether 
we  confider  the  rapid  and  vigorous  marches,  the  art¬ 
ful  movements,  and  judicious  choice  of  polls,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  or  the  great  management,  the  deep  laidfchemes, 
or  the  ftudied  and  refined  condud  in  general ;  we 
mull  certainly  allow  this  campaign  to  difplay  on  the 
part  of  that  monarch,  very  great  abilities,  and  gene- 
rallhip  ;  greater  than  ever  he  had  ffiewn  before. 

The  Angular  fituation  of  England  guarded  it  from 
thofe  terrible  ravages  of  war,  which  laid  wafte  the 
reft  of  Europe,  confequently  we  can  find  but  little 
for  the  fubjed  of  a  military  hillory  there.  Several 
fquadrons  had  been  equipped,  and  failed  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  but  their  operations  were  too  minute  to  be  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  narrow  plan  of  this  work.  In  par¬ 
liament 


J iamcnt,  every  thing  went  fmoothly  ;  the  voice  of 
1 1e  nunifter  was  that  of  the  nation  ;  the  houfe  of 
commons  had  granted  his  majefty,  for  the  war  and 
othei  ufes,  upwards  of  eleven  millions  fterlinp-  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  *.  Nothing  could  have  enabled  the 
kingdom  to  raife  fuch  immenfe  fums,  but  the  flour¬ 
ing  and  extenfive  commerce  it  enjoyed.  This  re¬ 
ceived  a  great  addition  by  the  fuccefs  which  commo¬ 
dore  Keppel’s  fquadron  met  with  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa. 

Mr.  Keppel,  having  been  fent  out  from  England, 
with  a  imall  fquadron  of  fhips,  to  attack  Goree’ 
came  in  fight  of  that  place  the  28th  of  December’ 
The  Dunkirk,  the  Naffau,  the  Torbay,  and  theFou- 
geaux  anchored  againft  feveral  batteries,  on  the  ifland 
of  Goree,  and  at  the  fame  time  covered  two  bomb- 
ketches  by  then  nre.  T  he  adlion  began  with  a  fmart 
cannonade  from  the  ifland  on  the  fhips,  as  they  bore 
down,  which  was  not  returned,  till  they  came  ex¬ 
tremely  near,  and  then  began  a  mod  dreadful  fire, 
which  in  a  few  hours  filenced  the  french  batteries  ; 
and  made  fuch  a  teinblehavock  among  their  garrilon, 
that  M.  de  St.  Jean  furrendered  the  fortrefs  and  ifland’ 
with  his  garrifon,  prifoners  of  war  ;  in  it  was  found 
1 10  pieces  of  cannon  and  mortars. 


The  ifland  of  Goree  confifts  of  a  low  narrow  piece 
of  land,  near  cape  Verd  in  Africa,  Weft  long!  17. 
40.  lat.  15,  in  the  river  Senegal,  about  half  a  mile 
^nng,  but  very  narrow.  Though  it  is  in  the  torrid 
7.one,  yet  it  enjoys  a  cool  and  temperate  air  almoft 
the  year  round  ;  which  is  owing  to  the  equality  of  the 
days  and  nights  ;  and  its  being  continually  refrelhed 
by  alternate  breezes  from  the  land  and  lea.  M.  de 
St.  Jean  had  embellilhed  it  with  feveral  fine  buildings 
and  added  fome  fortifications  to  it.  ° 

The  conqueft  of  thefe  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  were  ot  infinite  importance  to  the  britifh  nation, 
and.oi  near  as  much  advantage  to  its  commerce,  as 

any 

*  Vide  appendix. 
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any  of  the  numerous  acquifuions  we  have  made  this 
war.  France,  by  means  of  them,  brought  her  fu- 
gar  iflands  to  that  high  pitch,  which  they  arrived  at 
before  the  war.  The  fugar  trade,  and  that  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  are  fo  blended  together,  that  the  for¬ 
mer  cannot  fubfift  without  the  latter,  on  account  of 
the  negroes  brought  from  thence  •,  the  french,  by 
means  of  their  fettlements  of  Senegal  and  Goree, 
raifed  the  price  of  negroes  upon  the  englifh,  on  many 
parts  of  the  coaft,  from  6  and  7  1.  per  head  to  20  and 
30 1.  And,  although  this  great  rife  in  their  price  af- 
fe&ed  the  englifh  Weft-indian  trade  fo  very  fenfibly, 
yet  their  own  fuffered  not  the  leaft  by  it,  by  reafon 
of  their  extraordinary  bounties,  privileges  and  im¬ 
munities,  which  the  french  government  allows  for 
the  encouragement  of  their  african  commerce.  The 
gum  Senegal  is  another  article  of  great  confequence, 
which  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  englifh,  by  this  im¬ 
portant  conqueft.  The  african  gum  is  exceeding  ufe- 
ful,  in  feveral  french  manufactures  fuch  as  their  filks, 
and  other  fabricks,  which  require  a  gloffy  luftre  to 
recommend  them  to  foreign  nations  •,  and  this  gum 
is  no  lefs  ufeful  in  feveral  englifh  manufactures.  So 
advantageous  is  it,  that  Mr.  Poftlethwait*  informs  us, 
that  we  have  a  recent  inftance  of  two  merchants  in 
the  city  of  London,  who  gained  above  10,000  1-  by  a 
loading  of  gum  from  Senegal,  which  they  obtained 
in  the  year  1 757,  on  this  coaft  ;  the  firftcoft  of  which 
cargo,  on  the  outfet,  did  not  amount  to  1000 1.  There 
are  alfo  feveral  other  very  material  articles  of  trade, 
which  muft  be  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  pofleflors 
of  thefe  important  fettlements.  Gold  duft,  ivory, 
&c.  are  very  beneficial  trades ;  but  the  vaft  advantage 
of  the  negroe  trade  is  unbounded  ;  the  whole  Weft- 
indies  muft  depend  greatly  on  thole,  for  negroes,  who 
poflefs  Senegal  and  Goree. 

*  Importance  of  the  african  expedition  confidered,  p.  4. 

Never 
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Never  was  any  year  more  glorious  to  Great  Britain 
than  1758.  We  have  many  times  triumphed  over 
Prance,  perhaps  with  greater  eclat ;  but  never  with 
luch  real  advantage  to  the  nation.  Thofe  conquefts 
which  promote  our  trade,  and  confequently  our  naval 
power,  are  the  mod  beneficial  to  us.  The  poflefiion 
of  Louifburg  threw  into  our  hands  the  whole  cod- 
fi flier y,  by  which  France  maintained  yearly  in  time 
of  peace,  near  20,000  feamen,  and  the  profits  to  that 
nation  were  calculated  at  upwards  of  a  million  fterl- 
ing  ;  fuch  an  article,  1  think,  to  englifhmen,  can  want 
no  heightening.  It  is  juftly  agreed,  that  our  navy 
depends  in  great  meafure  on  our  north  american  com¬ 
merce  ;  had  the  french  been  able  to  put  thofe  deep 
laid  fchemes  in  execution,  (which  I  have  before  treated 
of  more  fully)  and  which  depended  in  a  great  mea¬ 
fure,  on  the  poflefiion  of  the  forts  Frontenac  and  du 
Quefne  ;  our  colonies  would  have  been  in  the  utmoft 
danger.  The  conqueft  of  thofe  forts  broke  the  chain, 
with  which  they  had  confined  us,  within  fuch  very 
narrow  bounds,  and  threw  a  great  part  of  the  furr 
trade  into  our  hands.  The  conqueft  of  Senegal  and 
Goree,  as  I  have  juft  mentioned,  deprived  the  french 
of  thofe  valuable  branches  of  commerce,  the  neo-roes 
gum,  gold  duft,  and  ivory.  The  expedition  to  the 
coaftof  France  convinced  all  Europe  that  that  kingdom 
was  vulnerable,  even  at  home  ;  and  the  mifehief  it 
did  to  their  trade  was  very  confiderable.  Laftly,  if 
we  add  the  advantages  gained  in  the  Eaft-indies,  by 
admiral  Pocock,  and  the  vaft  fuccefs  our  (hipping  met 
with,  in  deftroying  the  french  commerce,  by  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  their  merchant  (hips  and  men  of  war,  we  may 
juftly  conclude,  that  there  never  was  a  year,  wherein 
the  forces  of  Britain  were  exerted  in  a  more  glorious 
or  advantageous  manner,  than  that  of  1758. 

To  what  can  we  attribute  this  vaft  fuccefs,  but  to 
that  union  and  harmony  which  fubfifted  in  our  coun¬ 
cils  ?  Did  ever  any  former  miniftry  in  England  carry 

on 
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on  fuch  an  extenfive  war  as  theprefent,  without  hav¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  oppofition  in  parliament  to  ftrugo-ie  with 
at  the  fame  time?  The  coalition  of  parties &was  the 
original  caule  of  our  fuccefs  ;  had  one  miniftry  been 
in  power  for  a  few  months  ;  and  then  another,  whofe 
maxims  were  entirely  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  former, 
m  what  a  confufed  manner  mult  the  war  have  been 
carried  on  ?  But  the  two  parties  united  have  triumphed 
over  i  action,  perhaps  more  dangerous  than  the  ene- 
my  >  they  have  employed  the  forces  of  their  country 
to  the  belt  advantage  ;  the  navy,  that  glory  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  exerted  in  the  moft  formidable  man¬ 
ner;  and,  what  is  unufual,  we  have  at  the  fame  time 
been  equally  victorious  at  land.  They  fent  a  britilh 
army  to  Germany,  and  at  the  fame  time  another  to 
to  the  coaft  of  France,  without  in  the  lead  neglefting 
the  marine.  In  fhort,  Britain,  this  year  found  herfelf 
alike  victorious  in  every  quarter  of  the  world. 
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CHAP.  XVIII.' 


Situation  of  the  belligerent  powers  at  the  opening  of  the 
year  1759.  State  of  the  affairs  of  his  pruffian  ma- 
jefly.  Of  the  emprefs  queen.  Of  the  emprefs  of  Ruff 
fia.  Of  the  republic  of  Holland.  Cafe  of  the  dutch 
j Ups  confidered.  Affairs  in  England.  In  France . 
Expedition  to  the  Weft-indies ,  under  Hopfon  and  Moore. 
Unfuccefsful  attack  on  Martinico.  Baffe  Ferre  in  Gua- 
daloupe  deftroyed.  Fhe  forces  land.  Baffe  Ferre  taken. 
General  Hopfon  dies.  Grande  Ferre  conquered.  Fht 
jftand  capitulates.  Remarks  on  its  importance. 

THE  events  of  the  year  1758,  convinced  all  the 
belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  that  the  fortune 
of  the  war^vas  not  to  be  obtained  by  any  one  vidory, 
however  confiderable ;  but  would  be  won  by  tnoie 
whofe  refources  enabled  them  to  fuftain  the  horrors 
of  it  longer  than  their  enemies.  It  was  plain,  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year,  that  that  geneia  , 
whofe  genius  furnifhed  him  with  the  greateft  refources, 
was  moft  likely  to  prove,  in  the  end,  vidorious.  It 
was  really  aftonilhing  to  fee  fo  many  great  vidones 
gained  by  the  pruflian  troops,  without  being  able  to 
procure  a  fate  peace;  when  many  of  them  *wou  in 
former  times,  have  been  fufficient  to  transfer  the  em¬ 
pire  of  the  world  from  one  taction  to  another. 

Nor  was  it  lefs  furprifing,  that  the  three  campaigns, 
wherein  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  met  with  fuch  great 
fuccefs,  did  not  exhauft  him  more.  Thofe  fucceffes, 
great  as  they  were,  often  times  were  dearly  purchale  , 
and  befides  thefe,  he  had  met  with  fome  checks  ;  part 
of  his  dominions  had  been  polfelTed  by  his  enemies , 
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the  kingdom  of  Pruilia  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ruffi¬ 
ans,  part  of  his  weftphalian  territories  in  thofe  of  the 
french.  Many  of  his  greateft  generals  were  dead  ; 
and  great  part  of  thofe  brave  veterans,  who  had  per¬ 
formed  fuch  unparralleled  actions  under  him,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  were  no  more  :  add  to  this 
his  coffers,  which  had  been  fo  long  a  filling  were 
drained.  But  yet,  for  all  this  melancholy  catalogue, 
his  pruffian  majefty  was  far  from  being  exhaufted, 
at  the  dole  of  the  laft  campaign.  Had  that  been 
his  fituation,  let  me  afk  the  intelligent  reader,  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  have  been  able  to  drive  fuch  formid¬ 
able  and  numerous  enemies  out  of  his  german  domi¬ 
nions.  At  that  period,  he  entirely  poffeffed  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Brandenburg,  Pomerania,  Silefia,  Magde¬ 
burg,  and  Halberftadt  of  his  own  dominions,  Saxo¬ 
ny,  part  of  Mecklingburgh,  and  part  of  fwediih  Po- 
merama  of  his  enemy’s;  add  to  this,  he  fiiil  received 
a  iubfidyof  670,0001.  fterling,  from  Great  Bntain  ; 
add  alfo  thofe  great  refources  which  he  found  in  his 
own  fuperior  genius  ;  and  in  the  abilities  of  his  bro- 
ther  Henry,  feconded  by  a  long  lift  of  able  generals, 
Who  ltill  remained  to  command  his  armies.  Theie 
advantages  enabled  him  to  finiih  the  laft  campaign 
m  1°  glorious  a  manner,  and  to  prepare  with  the  ne- 
cellary  vigor  for  opening  the  approaching  one. 

The  emprefs  queen,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war' 
had  met  with  much  greater  fhocks  than  the  king  of 
Truffia  ;  and  the  war  felt  equally  heavy  on  her:  but 
the  refources  of  her  power,  as  they  are  more  natural 
han  thofe  of  her  enemy,  fo  they  are  the  more  vifible  to 
he  reft  of  Europe.  .  Her  immenfe  territories  ;  many 
o  them  equally  fruitful  and  populous,  enabled  her 

,  /eCrU1[.a11  her  Ioffes.  It  muft  be  a  very  long  war 
that  would  entirely  exhauft  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  her 
omimons  are  of  fuch  an  immenfe  extent ;  the  fub- 

hrenS  free  quarter  and  endure  military 

ence;  her  fubjefts  fo  numerous,  fo  hardy,  and 

£  2  make 
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make  fucli  good  foldiers  ;  that  it  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that  the  emprefs  qifeen  was  able  to  recruit 
her  armies,  on  every  fhock  they  received  :  In  fafr, 
marfhal  Daun,  very  early  in  the  new  year  found  that 
he  (hould  be  at  the  head  of  an  army  as  formidable 


as  ever. 


The  emprefs  of  Rufiia  was  drawn  into  the  war  by 
the  envy  which  fhe  always  had  to  her  formidable  rival 
in  the  north,  the  king  of  Prufiia.  .Never  did  any 
power  enter  into  a  war  upon  more  unjuft  motives 
than  the  court  of  Peterfburg  !  It  was  meer  envy  of 
the  riling  greatnefs  of  the  prufiian  monarch.  But  as 
flie  had  engaged.  Hie  refolved  to  perfevere.  The  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  war  fell  more  heavy  on  her  enemy  and 
the  republic  of  Poland,  than  it  did  on  herfelf  *,  and, 
as  it  was  an  opportunity  of  forming  her  troops  to  fer- 
vice,  fhe  refolved  to  continue  in  her  prefent  fyftem. 
The  britifh  minifter  made  the  greateft  efforts  to  de¬ 
tach  her  from  her  alliance  *,  but  all  his  endeavours 
were  vain  •,  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  bad  fuccefs  it  had  hitherto  met  with,  conti¬ 
nued  refolutely  bent  on  the  ruin  of  the  king  of 
Prudia. 

Holland,  during  the  greated  part  of  the  preceding 
year,  had  been  filled  with  nothing  but  remonftrances, 
memorials,  and  complaints,  concerning  the  capture  of 
her  merchant  drips  by  the  englifh  men  of  war  and 
privateers.  France,  foon  after  their  diips  were  feized 
by  the  englifh,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  finding 
that  their  trade  would  be  entirely  ruined  ;  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  obviate  that  flroke  by  her  policy.  She  took 
off  the  tax  of  50  fous  per  ton,  which  die  always 
chufes  to  keep  on  foreign  freightage :  fhe  opened  even 
her  american  ports,  and  admitted  other  countries  to 
that  choice  part  of  her  commerce,  which  by  hei 
maritime  regulations,  die  hath  at  other  times  lo  ftrift- 
ly  kept  to  herfelf.  Neutral  nations  feized  at  once  on 

the  advantage,  and  opened  to  the  enemy  new  channels 
0  tor 
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for  the  conveyance  of  thofe  riches,  by  which  the  war 
was  to  be  nurfed  and  protracted  :  Under  the  banner 
of  friendlhip  they  thus  ferved  the  caufe  of  the  ad¬ 
versary,  whofe  wealth  fecured  by  that  protection  would 
have  pafled  fafe  and  unmolefted  through  the  eno-lifti 
fleets.  Britain  refolved,  that  her  naval  power  fliould 
not  be  rendered  ufelefs,  and  feized  on  the  property 

of  her  enemy,  which  Ihe  found  on  board  neutral 
•  fliips  *. 

The  dutch  were  moftly  concerned  in  this  contraband 
trade  ;  and  they  made  terrible  clamours  at  the  cap- 
ture  of  their  fbips.  The  merchants  of  the  principal 
cities  in  Holland  prefented  feveral  memorials  to  the 
ftates  general  for  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  offerino- 
to  arm  themfelves  and  proted  their  trade.  The  ftates 
remonftrated  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain  againft; 
this  proceeding,  but  they  met  with  a  very  cold  re¬ 
ception.  In  fad,  their  claim  was  founded  neither  on 
the  law  of  nations,  nor  on  that  of  nature. 

Holland,  whenever  (he  was  engaged  in  war,  almoft 

conftantly  purfued  the  fame  condud  :  fhe  fometimes 
even  prohibited  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  be¬ 
yond  all  juftice  and  moderation.  In  the  yearf  i-nn 
when  the  government  of  Spain  firft  prohibited  the  fub- 
jeds  of  the  united  provinces,  from  trading  to  the  ports 
of  that  kingdom,  a  liberty,  which  had  unaccountably 
been  allowed  them,  from  the  commencement  of  their 
revolt  to  that  period;  the  ftates  general  in  revenue, 
publifhed  a  placart,  forbidding  the  people  of  all  na¬ 
tions  to  carry  any  kind  of  merchandife  into  Spain  It 
is  declared  in  the  41ft  article  of  the  treaty  of  1674 
between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  and  alfo  in  every 
other  commercial  treaty,  “  That  all  goods  are  con¬ 
traband,  which  are  carried  to  places  blockaded  or  in- 

p  *  Difcourfe  on  the  conduft  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
f  Grotii  hifloriarum3  lib.  8. 
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vetted.”  To  fhew  what  opinion  the  dutch  had  of  a 
naval  blockade  in  1630*,  when  they  pretended  to 
have  blockaded  up  all  the  coaft  of  h  landers,  and 
openly  avowed,  that  they  would  take  and  condemn  all 
neutral  (hips,  which  had  the  moil  diftant  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  bound  to  the  ports  of  that  country. 
In  1689  f,  they  alio  declared  publicly,  to  neutral  na¬ 
tions,  that  they  defigned  to  block  up  all  the  ports  of 
France.  Now  a  blockade  may  be  confidered  as  com¬ 
plete  by  fea  as  land  •,  and  were  not  the  french  weft-  • 
Indian  idands  as  completely  blockaded,  as  it  was  pof- 
fible  for  the  dutch  to  blockade  the  ports  of  France  ? 
And  much  more ;  their  diftrefs  and  famine,  for  want 
of  a  communication  with  their  mother  country,  fully 
declare,  that  they  were  inverted.  But  befides  thefe 
feveral  reafons,  I  could  produce  many  others  founded 
intirely  on  the  letter  of  the  treaties  fubfiding  between 
Great  Britain  and  Holland,  to  (hew  that  they  have 
not  the  lead  right  to  carry  the  property  of  the  enemy 
in  their  drips  •,  but  the  bounds  of  this  work  will  not 
permit  me  to  be  more  particular  \  I  mud  refer  the 
reader  to  a  very  ingenious  work,  which  canvalfes  the 
affair  to  the  very  bottom,  entitled,  “  A  difcourfe  on 
*<  the  conduit  of  Great  Britain,  in  refpeft  to  neutral 

“  nations.” 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  England,  and  com¬ 
pare  the  date  of  that  nation  at  this  peiiod,  with  the 
date  it  was  formerly  in,  during  the  war,  we  fhall  find 
that  the  very  maxims  of  government  were  changed  ; 
the  conditution  wore  a  different  face.  That  unprece¬ 
dented  union,  which  reigned  in  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  enabled  the  minidry,  who  lived  in  the  gieated 
harmony  with  one  another,  to  concert  thofe  great  plans 
of  adions  againft  the  enemy,  and  by  their  penetra¬ 
tion  in  the  choice  of  commanders  to  enfure  their 


*  Convention  between  England  and  Holland,  16S9. 

-J-  Placart  of  june  26,  1630.' 
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fuccefs.  France,  during  the  year,  had  every  day 
found  the  power  of  the  englifh  in  America  to  exert 
itfelf  more  and  more  :  it  had  been  like  an  almoft 
fmothered  flame,  which,  when  it  broke  through  the 
fmoke  that  had  covered  it,  blazed  forth  with  renewed 
violence.  Thofe  fhocks,  fo  fatal  to  the  trade  of 
France,  which  fhe  had  received  in  America  that  year, 
had  convinced  her,  that  it  would  never  be  poflible  to 
retrieve  thofe  lofles,  by  her  operations  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  Her  great  efforts  mufl  be  made  in  Europe. 
Hanover  was  her  aim  on  the  continent,  if  fhe  could 
keep  pofleffion  of  that  eledlorate  till  a  peace,  fhe 
doubted  not  of  being  able  to  conclude  an  advanta¬ 
geous  one.  But  to  effedt  this,  it  required  that  their 
army  in  Germany  fhould  be  recruited,  and  reinforced, 
that  the  fubfidies  which  had  been  paid  to  Sweden,  Au- 
ftria,  and  Ruffia,  fhould  be  regularly  continued  ;  that 
the  king  of  Pruffia  might  gain  no  refpit.  Nor  was 
the  plan  which  France  determined  to  purfue,  confined 
to  Germany,  fhe  refolved  to  fet  about  in  real  earned,  . 
invading  Great  Britain  •,  for  this  end,  immenfe  prepa¬ 
rations  were  to  made  in  feveral  of  the  ports  of  that 
kingdom  :  by  this  means,  the  peabe  did  not  depend 
on  a  Angle  flake,  they  had  two  fchemes,  and  if  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  fucceeded,  their  defign  would  be  entirely 
anfwered.  But  all  thefe  great  points  could  not  be 
put  in  execution,  without  great  funds.  It  was  the 
misfortune  of  the  french  nation  at  this  time,  to  be 
governed  by  a  weak  and  divided  miniftry,  and  a 
ravenous  miftrefs,  who  fleeced  the  kingdom  of  im- 
menfe  fums  every  year.  The  deftru&ion  of  their 
trade  made  money  very  fcarce,  and  the  neceflities  of 
the  flate  being  urgent,  they  were  obliged  to  adopt  a 
new  plan  of  railing  the  revenue.  Moreover  Sflhounate 
was  made  controller  of  the  finances  *,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  removed  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  from 
finding  the  fupplies  ;  and  new  methods  were  devifed 
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tor  railing  money  ;  but  the  great  want  of  it  {till  ap¬ 
peared,  thefe  were  only  temporary  expedients. 

But  as  the  face  of  affairs  in  England  was  fo  much 
changed,  fo  thefe  fchemes  of  her  enemies  no  longer 
had  that  effcdt  which  ufed  to  attend  them.  At  the  fame 
time  that  an  army  was  maintained  in  Germany,  and 
inch  numerous  forces  were  kept  in  adtion  in  America, 
the  Eaft  and  Weil  indies,  Britain,  by  the  good  con¬ 
duct  of  her  government,  was  enabled  to  guard  againft 
any  attempt  that  France  might  make  to  invade  her. 
The  militia  adl,  fo  well  known,  had  armed  feveral 
thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  the 
regular  troops  were  augmenting  both  in  number  and 
fpecies  *,  and  for  the  firft  time  we  faw  light  horfe  and 
infantry.  Our  navy  was  more  formidable  than  ever, 
and  feveral  fquadrons  were  generally  blocking  up  the 
ports  of  France,  and  cruifing  on  their  trade,  whilft 
others  were  carrying  deftrudlion  to  the  french  colo¬ 
nies  in  every  part  of  the  world.  In  this  fituation, 
Britain  had  little  to  fear  at  this  period,  from  the  de- 
fjgns  which  that  nation  had  formed  to  invade  her. 

One  of  the  moft  confiderable  expeditions  that  was 
undertaken  by  the  englifh  miniftry,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  new  year  againft  France,  was  that  to  the  Weft- 
indies.  About  the  latter  end  of  oftober  1758,  com¬ 
modore  Hughes,  with  a  fquadron  of  eight  fhips  of 
the  line,  a  frigate,  and  four  bombs,  with  fixty  tranf- 
fports,  let  fail  from  Spithead,  having  on  board  the 
following  regiments,  the  old  buffs,  Duroure’s,  Elliot’s, 
Barrington’s,  Watfon’s,  and  Armiger’s,  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  from  the  artillery  at  Woolwich  ^  800  ma¬ 
rines  were  alfo  diftributed  on  board  the  men  of  war. 
The  general  officers  employed  were,  major  general 
Hopfon,  commander  in  chief*,  major  general  Bar¬ 
rington  j  colonels  Armiger,  and  Haldane  *,  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonels  Trapaud  and  Clavering,  brigadiers* 
The  3d  of  january,  1 759,  they  came  to  an  anchor 

in  Cailifte  bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes.  Commo¬ 
dore 
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dore  Moore,  who  was  lying  in  that  bay,  with  ano¬ 
ther  fmall  fquadron,  took  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  united  fleet.  Having  watered  at  Barbadoes, 
they  fet  fail  from  thence  january  13th,  their  armament 
not  exceeding  5000  men  complete  *. 

The  grand  objeft  of  this  expedition  was  the  ifland 
of  Martinico,  the  firft  of  the  french  fugar  iflands, 
the  feat  of  the  government,  and  the  center  of  all  the 
trade  which  France  carries  on  with  the  Weft-indies  : 
It  is  very  ftrong  both  by  nature  and  art.  The  fhore 
on  every  fide  indented  with  very  deep  bays  •,  the  many 
fands  round  the  ifland  which  are  to  be  feen  only  at 
low  water,  render  an  approach  very  dangerous  with¬ 
out  good  pilots.  It  is  very  fruitful,  well  cultivated, 
and  watered,  abounding  with  plantations  and  villages 
along  the  fea  coaft.  Port  Royal  is  the  principal  place 
in  the  ifland,  which  is  confiderable  for  its  fize,  trade, 
and  ftrength.  St.  Pierre  is  the  fecond  town  which 
is  of  near  as  much  confequence  as  Port  Royal.  The 
french  had  at  this  time  a  good  number  of  regular 
forces  here ;  befides  a  numerous  and  well  armed  mi¬ 
litia,  and  not  contemptible  for  their  difcipline. 

The  15th  of  january,  the  troops  were  landed  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Port  Royal  har- 

*  Ships  that  compofed  the  fquadron. 


Line  of  battle. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Captains. 

Berwick 

64 

488 

Harman. 

Winchefter 

5° 

35° 

Le  Crafs. 

Rippon 

60 

430 

jehkyll. 

Briftol 

5° 

350 

Leflie. 

Norfolk 

74 

6,00 

. 

Hughes. 

Cambridge 

So 

.66  7 

Burnet. 

Sc.  George 

90 

750 

Gayton. 

Panther 

60 

420 

Schuldham. 

Lyon 

60 

400 

Trelawney. 

Burford 

64 

520 

Gambier. 

Four  frigates,  four  bombs,  and  fixty  tranfports. 


bour. 


(  346  ) 

bour,  after  the  men  of  war  had  driven  the  french 
from  their  batteries  and  intrenchments ;  they  had  fre¬ 
quent  fkirmiihes  with  the  enemy,  but  thefe  did  not 
prove  fo  great  an  obftruCtion  to  the  fuccels  of  the 
troops,  as  the  nature  of  the  country.  A  multitude  of 
deep  ftreams  of  water,  inclofed  by  fteep  and  almoft 
perpendicular  precipices,  proved  a  great  obftacle  to 
the  march  of  the  troops  ;  the  roads  broken  up,  and 
they  had  five  miles  to  march  before  they  could  o-et 
to  Port  Royal.  General  Hopfon,  finding  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties  unfurmountable,  fent  on  board  the  Cambridge, 
to  acquaint  the  commodore,  that  he  found  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  maintain  his  ground,  unlefs  the  fquadron  could 
give  him  afliftance,  by  landing  fome  heavy  cannon, 
&c.  at  the  favanna,  near  the  town  of  Port  Royal,  or 
that  the  commodore  would  attack  the  citadel  in\he 
bay,  at  the  fame  time'  that  he  did  it  on  the  ihore.  A 
council  of  war  having  judged  this  to  be  impracti¬ 
cable,  the  general  gave  orders  for  the  troops  to  retire, 
and  they  were  re-embarked  on  the  17th.  One  can¬ 
not  help  obferving  in  the  account  of  this  tranfa&ion, 
which  was  publilhed  in  the  Gazette,  and  which  I 
apprehend  was  extracted  chiefly  from  the  commodore’s 
letters,  that  there  did  not  feem  to  be  fo  perfeCt  a  har¬ 
mony  between  the  general  and  the  commodore  as  is 
always  necefiary  in  fuch  expeditions  as  thefe,  and  on 
which  their  fuccefs  entirely  depends. 

The  next  day  the  general  acquainted  the  commo¬ 
dore,  that  the  council  of  w’ar  was  of  opinion,  it  would 
be  molt  for  his  majefty’s  fervice  to  go  to  fort  St. 
Pierre  with  the  troops,  in  order  to  make  an  attack 
upon  that  place,  and  that  no  time  Ihould  be  loft.  It 
was  hoped  that  more  might  be  done  there ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  fleet  came  in  fight  of  that  town  the 
19th  ;  forty  merchantmen  were  then  lying  in  the  bay, 
and  the  commodore  ordered  two  bombs  to  fail  in  near 
enough  to  do  the  proper  execution  ;  he  fent  a  man 
of  war  in  to  found,  and  ordered  the  Rippon  to  filence 

a  battery 
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a  battery,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  town; 
and  threw  out  a  fignal  for  the  tranfports  to  come 
under  his  ftern.  All  thefe  difpofitions  feemed  as  if 
the  attack  was  refolved  on  ;  and  in  fa£t,  the  commo¬ 
dore  had  affured  the  general,  that  he  could  deftroy 
the  town  of  St.  Pierre,  and  put  the  troops  in  poffef- 
fion  of  it ;  but  as  the  fquadron  might  be  confiderably 
damaged  in  the  attack,  and  the  whole  armament  un¬ 
able  after  it  to  proceed  on  any  other  material  fervice, 
he  reprefented  to  the  general,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  proceed  to  the  town  of  Bade  Terre,  in  the  ifland 
of  Guadaloupe.  The  general  concurring  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  the  bombs  were  forbid  to  play,  the  founding 
fhip  recalled;  and  to  the aftonifhment  of  every  body, 
the  merchantmen  were  left  without  any  attack  being 
made  on  them  ;  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  feveral  offi¬ 
cers,  that  they  might  have  been,  at  lead:  deftroyed 
without  damaging  the  fhips,  fo  much  as  to  difenable 
them  from  proceeding  on  their  fervice.  But  it  looks 
as  if  the  commodore  had  forgot  he  had  ordered  the 
Rippon  to  engage  a  battery  ;  that  fhip  proceeded 
down  to  her  ftation,  and  in  a  few  minutes  filenced 
it  ;  but  before  lire  could  dilengage  herfelf,  four 
batteries  more  were  opened,  to  play  on  the  fhip,  which 
damaged  her  mads,  fails,  and  rigging  very  much, 
and  the  captain  obferving  the  commodore  above  two 
leagues  aftern  of  him,  with  the  reft  of  the  deet,  and 
no  fhips  but  his  own  in  the  harbour,  nor  any  coming 
to  his  affiftance,  concluded  that  the  attack  was  laid 
afide,  and  his  own  fhip  being  in  great  danger,  ordered 
his  boats  to  be  manned,  and  towed  her  off. 

Purfuant  to  the  refolution  agreed  on  at  the  council 
of  war,  to  attack  Guadaloupe,  the  fquadron  fet  fail, 
and  arrived  off  the  town  of  Bade  Terre,  the  23d  of 
January  ;  they  found  the  place  very  formidably  forti¬ 
fied  towards  the  fea,  as  the  enemy  had  raifed  feveral 
batteries  at  all  the  convenient  places  along  the  fhore  ; 
and  the  citadel,  was  thought  by  colonel  Cunningham, 

the 
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the  chief  engineer,  on  account  of  its  great  height  to 
be  impregnable  to  the  flfips,  but  in  this  opinion  he 
proved  mifiaken.  The  fame  day  the  commodore  or¬ 
dered  the  attack  to  be  made  in  the  following  difpo- 
fition  :  the  St.  George,  Norfolk,  and  Cambndge  to 
Jay  along  fide  the  citadel,  mounting  47  guns^  the 
Lyon,  a  battery  of  nine  guns  •,  the  Panther  and  Bur- 
ford,  a  battery  of  1 2  guns  ;  the  Berwick,  a  battery 
of  feven  guns  ;  and  the  Rippon  another  of  6  guns. 
He  ordered  them  to  filence,  if  poffible,  their  rel'pec- 
tive  batteries,  and  to  lie  by  them  till  further  orders ; 
having  fhifted  his  broad  pendant  from  the  Cambrido-e[ 
and  hoifted  it  on  board  the  Woolwich  of  40  o-Uns’ 
The  lhips  having  all  taken  their  Rations,  the°can- 
nonade  began  at  nine  o’clock,  and  continued  with  the 
moft  unremitting  fury  till  night ;  as  foon  as  the  fe¬ 
deral  batteries  were  filenced,  the  four  bombs  Rood 
in  for  the  Riore,  and  threw  fhells  and  carcafies  into 
the  town,  d  he  houies  and  churches  were  every  where 
foon  m  flames,  the  magazines  of  powder  blown  about 
the  enemies  ears,  and  the  whole  about  ten  o’clock 
blazed  out  in  one  general  conflagration.  It  burned 
all  night,  and  the  following  day  •,  when  it  was  almoR 
totally  reduced  to  aflies.  The  lofs  was  immenfe, 
from  the  number  of  warehoufes  in  the  town,  full  of 
rum,  and  other  rich,  but  combuflible  materials.  It 
is  furprifing  that  the  fquadron  fliould  fufler  fo  little 
as  it  did,  in  fuflaining  fuch  a  terrible  cannonade. 

The  24th,  the  troops  landed  without  oppofition, 
and  took  poffeffion  of  the  town  and  citadel  of  Bafle 
Terre  ;  the  fire  Rill  continuing  in  the  former.  M. 
d’ERreil,  the  governor,  behaved  very;  dafiardly ;  in- 
flead  of  exerting  himfelf  in  the  time  of  danger,  vi- 
fiting  the  feveral  engaged  batteries,  and  by  his  pre¬ 
fence  infpiring  his  people  with  redoubled  ardor;  he 
retired  to  a  plantation  out  of  gun-fliot,  and  remained 
an  inaftive  fpe&ator  of  the  defiruftion  of  the  day. 
Had  he  afted  as  became  a  brave  man,  fighting  for 

his 
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his  honour  and  his  country,  he  would  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  have  taken  precautions  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
the  troops,  who  had  a  difficult  fhore  to  deal  with* 
attended  with  a  violent  furff  from  the  fea,  and  de¬ 
fended  by  entrenchments  and  lines  every  where  thrown 
up.  But  this  pretended  fon  of  Mars,  retired  with 
his  troops  to  a  rifing  ground,  about  fix  miles  from 
Baffe  Terre,  where  he  ftrongly  intrenched  himfelf, 
the  fituation  being  very  ftrong  by  nature.  The 
afcent  to  it  was  very  fteep.  The  road  from  the 
camp  of  the  englifh  troops,  interrupted  by  broken 
rocks  *,  and  the  ground  interfered  by  a  variety  of 
gullies,  very  difficult  to  pafs ;  all  which  rendered  an 
attack  on  it  very  hazardous.  While  the  governor 
remained  in  this  fituation,  general  Hopfon  and  com¬ 
modore  Moore  fent  him  an  offer  of  terms ;  but  he 
returned  them  a  very  gallant  anfwer,  which  would 
have  done  him  honour,  had  it  lucceeded  as  gallant 
behaviour. 

The  latter  end  of  the  month  was  employed  in  fcour- 
ing  the  country  ;  and  as  the  enemy  in  fmall  parties 
were  continually  laying  ambufcades  among  the  fugar 
canes  ;  orders  were  given  to  fet  them  on  fire,  which 
was  very  foon  executed.  And  commodore  Moore 
confidered,  that  the  eaftern  part  of  the  lfland,  called 
Grand  Terre,  which  is  the  moft  fertile  of  the  whole, 
might  be  attacked  with  advantage,  if  the  fort  Louis 
was  taken  *,  refolved  to  detach  fome  men  of  war 
from  the  fquadron  for  that  purpofe  ;  accordingly  the 
Berwick,  with  three  frigates,  three  tenders,  and  two 
bombs,  failed  the  6th  of  february,  and  the  13th  at¬ 
tacked  the  fort  and  the  batteries  near  it ;  when,  after  a 
fevere  cannonade,  which  iafted  fix  hours,  a  large  de¬ 
tachment  of  marines,  and  the  highlanders,  landed, 
who  drove  the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  and 
hoifted  the  eno-lifh  colours  at  the  fort. 

•'  O 

General  Hopfon  died  at  the  camp  near  Baffe  Terre 
the  27th,  and  the  command  of  the  army  then  de- 

/  volved 
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volved  on  major  general  Barrington,  who  on  the  ift 
or  march,  brought  off  all  the  troops,  re-imbarking 
them  on  board  the  tranfports  by  the  break  of  dayt 
leaving  colonel  Delbrifay  in  the  citadel,  with  Wat- 
fon’s  regiment,  and  a  detachment  from  the  artillery. 
It  was  the  general’s  fcheme  to  make  the  attack  on  the 
fide  of  Grande  Terre  •,  accordingly  the  commodore 
with  the  fleet  failed.  It  was  the  1  ith  before  the  fleet 
came  to  an  anchor  off  fort  Louis.  It  was  here  that 
Mr.  Moore  received  intelligence,  that  Monf.  Bom- 
part,  with  a  fquadron  of  eight  fail  of  the  line,  and 
three  frigates,  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  was 
arrived  at  Port  Royal  in  Martinico.  The  commo¬ 
dore  direftly  perceived,  that  the  french  fquadron 
might  be  able  to  thtow  in  fuccours  into  Grand  Terre, 
if  he  attempted  it,  without  his  being  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  it,  as  the  fquadron  then  lay;  he  took  a  re- 
folution  to  fail  immediately  to  prince  Rupert’s 
bay,  in  Dominica,  as  he  fhould  there  have  it  more  in 
his  power  to  protect  Guadaloupe.  The  privateers  of 
the  french  took  advantage  of  this  movement ;  and 
above  eleven  weeks,  while  the  two  fqudrons  were 
watching  one  another  in  the  two  bays  ;  they  failed 
out,  and  took  above  90  fail  of  englifh  merchantmen, 
and  carried  them  into  IVIartinico.  Phele  captures  oc- 
cafioned  heavy  complaints  from  the  britifh  iflands, 
for  they  faid,  (and  I  believe,  with  a  good  deal  of  rea- 
fonj  it  was  equally  practicable  for  the  englilh  fqua- 
dion  to  have  anchored  at  Port  Royal,  as  at  prince 
Rupert  s  bay  ;  by  which,  two  ends  might  have  been 
anfw’ered,  the  french  men  of  war  could  not  have  got 
out,  nor  the  privateer  prizes  have  got  in,  and^of 
courfe  the  latter  muft  have  been  re-taken  ;  no  other 
harbour  being  then  open  to  them  except  St.  Pierre’s 
or  Granada,  either  of  which,  v.as  at  that  time  to  be 
blockaded  by  a  Angle  frigate  Had  IMr.  .Moore 

Vide  cape.  Gardener  s  account  of  this  expedition,  p.  42. 
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made  his  appearance  off  Port  Royal,  M.  du  BomparC 
muft  have  been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  fighting 
a  fuperior  force,  or  of  retiring  behind  the  citadel  into 
the  carenage  to  avoid  it. 

General  Barrington  took  all  the  precaution  in  his 
power  to  ftrengthen  the  fort  at  St.  Louis  ;  and,  find¬ 
ing  that  the  war  in  the  ifland,  was  not  to  be  profecuted 
with  all  the  troops  in  a  body  ;  he  detached  colonel 
’  Crump,  with  600  men,  in  fome  of  the  tranfports,  to 
endeavour  to  land  between  the  towns  of  St.  Anne, 
and  St.  Franfois  •,  colonel  Crump  executed  this  with 
the  greateft  bravery,  deftroying  the  batteries  of  can¬ 
non  which  the  enemies  had  railed  there.  And  as  the 
general  expedled,  that  the  enemy  would  weaken  a 
flrong  poll  they  had  at  Gofier,  to  reinforce  St.  Anne’s 
and  St.  Francois,  he  went  with  another  detachment 
and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Defbrifay  *,  who  was  left 
governor  of  the  citadel  of  Bafie  Terre,  loll  his  life 
by  an  unfortunate  accident.  A  cannon  being  fired 
too  near  a  powder  magazine,  the  return  of  the  wad¬ 
ding  blew  it  up,  and  with  it  the  governor,  major 
Trollop,  a  lieutenant,  and  feveral  men.  Major  Mel- 

*  Lieutenant  colonel  Defbrifay,  was  captain  of  foot  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Val,  near  Maflricht,  in  1747;  being  wounded,  and  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  ground,  a  french  officer,  rontrary  to  the  rules  of  war, 
and  every  generous  fentiment  ran  him  through,  which  unmanly  ex¬ 
ample  was  immediately  followed  by  the  party  he  commanded,  all 
of  them  planting  their  bayonets  in  his  body.  He  received  15 
wounds,  and  eight  of  them  were  judged  mortal.  He  was  after¬ 
wards  in  company  with  marfhalSaxe.  vvhofe  politenefs  in  war  was 
fo  well  known,  and  who  prefled  him  flrongly  to  declare,  who  the 
officer  was,  that  had  ufed  him  in  fo  bafe  a  manner,  threatening  to 
difgrace  him,  at  the  head  of  the  regiment ;  but  Defbrifay,  though 
well  acquainted  with  his  name,  the  commiflion  he  bore,  and  the 
corps  he  ferved  in,  had  fo  much  greatnefs  of  mind  as  to  decline  it ; 
he  contented  himfelf  with  letting  his  excellency  know,  that  he 
was  not  a  ftranger  to  his  perfon,  but  begged  he  would  excufe  him, 
from  being  obliged  to  point  him  out. 


Vil 


I 


Vil  was  appointed  by  the  general  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
government  of  the  citadel. 

I  he  moft  confiderable  force  the  enemy  had,  was 
collected  on  the  mountain  called  Dos  d’Afne.  It  is  a 
poll  ot  great  ftrength  and  importance,  as  it  forms 
tne  only  communication  there  is  between  the  town  of 
Bafl'e  Terre  and  the  capes  Terre,  the  pleafanteft  and 
inolt  fruitful  part  of  the  ifland.  It  was  not  judged 
practicable  to  break  into  it  this  way  ;  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  Bafle  Terre  part  of  the  ifland  was  in  the  ene¬ 
mies  pofleflion.  The  general  therefore  formed  a 
plan  to  furprife  the  towns  of  Petit  Bourge,  St.  Ma¬ 
ry’s,  and  Guogave ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  this  proied 
though  well  concerted,  was,  through  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  the  roughnefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  io-- 
roiance  and  fear  of  the  negroes,  who  were  guides 
entirely  fruftrated.  This  obliged  general  Barrington 
to  attempt  that  by  force,  which  could  not  be  effected 
iipon  a  fafer  plan  ;  but  as  he  was  then  laid  up  with  a 
fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  he  lent  brigadier  Clavering 
and  Crump  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  near  Arnoville, 
and  upon  their  report,  fent  them  with  1400  men  to 
land  there,  which  they  effected  the  12  th  of  april. 
The  enemy  made  no  oppofition  to  ^Ir.  Clavering’s 
landing,  but  as  his  troops  advanced,  retired  to  very 
ftrong  intrenchments  behind  the  river  Ie  Corne.  This 
poft  was  to  them  of  the  utmofl:  importance,  as  it  co¬ 
vered  the  whole  country  to  the  bay  Mahaut,  where 
their  provifions  and  fupplies  of  all  forts  were  landed 
from  St.  F.uilatia,  and  therefore  they  had  very  early 
taken  pofleflion  of  it,  and  had  fpared  no  pains  to 
flrengthen  it,  though  the  fituation  was  fuch,  as  re¬ 
quired  very  little  afliflance  from  art.  The  river  was 
only  acceflible  at  two  narrow  pafies,  on  account  of  a 
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morafs ;  and  thofe  places  they  had  occupied  with  a  re¬ 
doubt,  and  well  pallifadoed  intrenchments,  defended 
with  cannon,  and  all  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  The  englifli  could  only  approach  them 
in  a  very  narrow  contracted  front,  no  wider  than 
the  roads  through  which  they  marched;  and  thefe 
were  defended  with  deep  and  broad  ditches.  The 
artillery,  confiding  of  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  kept  a 
conftant  fire  on  their  intrenchments  to  cover  the  at- 
tack  made  by  Duroure’s  regiment,  and  the  highlan¬ 
ders,  who  behaved  with  the  greateft  coolnefs  and  re- 
loiution,  keeping  up  as  they  advanced,  a  regular 
platoon  firing.  This  behaviour  fo  intimidated  the 
enemy  that  they  abandoned  the  firft  intrenchment 
on  the  left.  Into  which  the  highlanders  threw  their.- 
felves  with  part  of  Duroure’s  regiment,  fword  in  hand, 
and  purfued  the  enemy,  into  the  redoubt.  The  french 
itiil  kept  their  ground,  in  their  intrenchments  on  the 
right,  but  on  being  attacked  they  fled,  but  70  of 
them  being  made  prifoners.  7 

As  foon  as  the  ditches  were  filled  up  for  the  pafiage 
o  the  artillery,  Mr.  Clavering  marched  towards  Petit 
iiourg ;  in  his  way,  he  was  to  crofs  the  river  Li¬ 
zard  ;  benind  which,  at  the  only  ford,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  very  ftrong  intrenchments,  protected  by 
tour  pieces  of  cannon,  on  a  hill  behind  them.  The 

rnlfim  aVin!  reCOnnr°itred  the  river>  found  it  would 
coft  him  very  dear  to  force  a  pafiage  at  the  ford.  He 

therefore  kept  up  the  attention  of  the  enemy  byfirin- 

a  night  in  their  lines,  during  which  time,  he  got  a 

couple  of  canoes  conveyed  about  a  mile  and&  half 

numher^f  Whe  r’  bdng  launched>  a  fufficient 

flank  wh  imT  were  forrtcd  over ,  to  attack  them  in 

brn^hP  P  S  thc  remamder  did  ^  fame  in  front; 
but  the  enemy  foon  perceived  their  danger,  and  left 

the  intren<foments  with  the  greateft  precipitation.  ' 
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When  the  brigadier  arrived  at  Petit  Bourg,  he  found 
it  fortified  with  lines,  and  a  redoubt  filled  with  cannon  •, 
but  the  enemy  abandoned  it  and  the  port  to  the  con¬ 
querors.  On  the  15th,  brigadier  Crump  was  de¬ 
tached  with  700  men  to  the  bay  Mahaut,  he  found 
the  batteries  and  the  town  abandoned.  Thefe  he 
burnt,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  provifions  that 
had  been  landed  there  by  the  dutch,  and  reduced  the 
whole  country  as  far  as  Petit  Bourg.  The  fame  day, 
Mr.  Clavering  detached  capt.  Steel  with  100  men  to 
Guogave,  to  deftroy  a  battery  there  :  the  pknnic  of 
the  enemy  was  fuch,  that  they  only  difcharged  their 
cannon  at  him,  and  deferted  a  poll  that  might  have 
been  maintained  againft  an  army.  He  nailed  up 
ieven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  returned  the  fame 
evening. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  french  were  drawing  all  their 
force  to  St.  Mary’s,  to  oppofe  the  englifh,  and  had 
thrown  up  intrenchments  to  ftrengthen  the  poft.  The 
brigadier  immediately  formed  a  defign  to  get  into 
their  rear,  by  roads  which  the  enemy  thought  im¬ 
practicable  ;  but  they,  perceiving  his  defign,  made  a 
movement  to  oppofe  him,  which  made  him  refolve 
without  further  delay,  to  attack  them  directly  in  front-, 
and  it  was  accordingly  executed  with  the  greateft  vi¬ 
vacity,  notwithftanding  the  conftant  firing,  both  of 
their  cannon  and  mufketry.  They  abandoned  all 
their  artillery,  and  fled  in  fuch  confufion,  that  they 
never  afterwards  appeared  before  the  brigadier.  He 
took  up  his  quarters  at  St.  Mary’s,  and  the  next  day 
entered  capes  Terre,  which  is  the  richeft  and  moft 
beautiful  part  of  this,  or  any  ifland  in  the  Weft- 
indies.  No  lefs  than  870  negroes,  belonging  to  one 
man  only,  furrendered  that  day. 

The  governor  of  the  ifland,  finding  himfelf  fo  very 
clofe  preffed  on  all  fides,  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  ge¬ 
neral  Barrington,  to  demand  a  ceffation  of  arms,  and 

to 
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rmth.:ir  civii  - 

lqu3™ftS< ™?  hardly  figned,  When  the  french 

«i£%£Zr  "“  “pM*'“"’  b'“™  *•  8»™»r  ««d  ,h. 

VI  TAU  gtKrrif«  11,311  be  fent  t0  Martinico. 
governor,  unlefs^heTing  perils  h£?a  Yh*  ‘'n’0^  (eXCept  the 

tht0rni^  !?  3f  for  thei"  “"til  the  pea)ce  andeif1rednt°;'lPP0,nt 
then  Ceded,  they  lhall  have  leave  to  f  if-l  n  he  lfland  ls  not 
the  produce.  *  f  11  their  eflates,  and  carry  off 

TZ  •’’I  Ih,bi“"'"  '"g“  S'nml’  “J  c»»modore. 

.h«  religion”  tho““r.,1'0,Si«  £;\"d  P"“«  of 

panflies,  convents,  and  all  other  poiTeffiom.  ^  p,eferved  ln  fheir 

laws,  cufloms,  and  ordinances  •  iufliS  to  T'  S0vernment>  their 
fame  perfons  now  in  office  s  but  when  a  ^  adm,niftred  by  the 
are  to  be  filled  up  by  the  fuoerior  ro  ^  VaJcanc>r  happen,  they 
miffions  from  h/briLffic SV  A  “n  their 

“  vS"K?  i  fcg  f>  •  chd»“K: "  '‘cce,>,  ,hi“  "h'di 

jt  is  to  be  fubjea  to  the  fame duties  3t  the  peace» 

leeward 1  lflands,  the  moll  favoured  *  ,p°fts’  3S  thc  other  englilh 

P°^  £S  *  ^d,  .all 

*1*2? » tr^^sr,  “  raw 

'Irw  r*  m,'c' n°“ bete‘  *** 

prefcnt oIpM, CS  f  «™  Ma.d,  inol.dcd  1„ 

S'  ““  f™  conditions  as  are  Lntcd  ,’T’  f8"  °f  md'’  and 
fubjeds  throughout  the  extent  of  h"  /  ■'*  bnt3nnic  »ajea/» 

fefting  the  privileges  of  particular  J  d°m!mons ;  but  without  af- 

ki„gdso,„.  „S,S  iTff”'  ”  En8,"d'  “  *. 

any  other  than  englilh  bottoms.  carr>',nS  on  of  trade  in 
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the  general  of  the  french  carribhes,  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  Martinico  of  600  regulars,  2000  bucca¬ 
neers,  and  2000  Hand  of  fpare  arms  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  with  artillery  and  mortars  :  had  this  fupport 
arrived  an  hour  f<  ;ner,  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland 
mult  at  leaft  have  been  very  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
fible.  As  foon  as  he  heard  that  the  capitulation  was 
figned,  he  re-embarked  again. 

On  the  figning  of  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the 
inhabitants  quitted  the  Dos  d’Afhe,  and  returned  to 
their  plantations  and  houfes  *,  they  began  alfo  to  repair 
the  ruins  of  Bade  Terre;  where,  .loon  after  fhops 
were  opened,  and  the  produce  of  the  country  fold  as 
ufual,  unmolefted  by  the  troops  in  camp  on  or  gar- 
rifon,  general  Barrington  caufing  the  ftri£teftdifcipline 
to  be  obferved. 

The  conqueft  of  the  fin  all  ifland  of  Marigalante, 
on  the  26th,  and  thofe  of  Defeada,  Santos,  and  Pe- 
titz  Terre,  completed  the  bufinefs  of  the  expedition  ; 
they  furrendered  on  the  fame  terms  as  Guadaloupe. 
So  that  now  the  french  have  no  footing  on  the  leeward 
iflands.  Thus  was  this  valuable  ifland  reduced  under 
fubj edition  to  the  britifh  crown,  by  the  bravery  of  the 
land  forces  employed  in  the  expedition.  It  was  very 
odd  to  find  how  feverely  our  Weft-india  trade  fuftered 
from  the  privateers  of  the  enemy,  while  commodore 
Moore  lay  with  a  fuperior  fquadron  in  thofe  feas. 
Monf.  Bompart  was  generally  very  near  the  englifh 
fquadron,  and  effectually  protected  the  french  trade. 

Gaudaloupe  lies  in  lat.  16.0 6.  long.  62.00.  and 
is  about  90  leagues  in  compafs ;  divided  into  two 
parts  by  a  channel,  no  where  above  300  feet  over  ; 
the  one  called  Grande  Terre,  and  the  other  Bafle 
Terre.  Its  chief  produce  is  fugar,  cotton,  indigo, 
coffee,  ginger,  tobacco,  caffia,  bananas,  pine  ap¬ 
ples,  rice,  maize,  mandioca  and  potatoes.  The  air 
is  very  clear  and  wholefome,  and  not  fo  hot  as  in 

Martinico.  Grande  Terre  is  deftitute  of  water,  and 

not 


(  357  ) 

not  thoroughly  cultivated ;  but  the  cafe  is  the  very 
reverfe  in  fiaffe  Terre,  the  water  being  as  o-0od 
there,  as  the  foil  is  rich  •,  it  is  very  near  a°  populous 
as  Martinico.  In  fnort,  there  is  nothing  in  this 
ifiand  wanting,  for  the  convenience  and  delight  of 
lire,  in  an  air  more  temperate  and  faiubricus3  than 
is  commonly  breathed  between  the  tropics. 

As  to  the  importance  of  this  acquifition,  I  need 
only  ftate  a  few  particulars  before  the  reader,  and 
every  intelligent  perfon  mull  allow  it  to  be  infinite. 
Guadaloupe  makes  annually  40,000  hoglheads  of 
fugar,  which  is  a  larger  quantity  than  any  of  our  fu- 
gai  i (lands  produce,  except  Jamaica.  Befides  this, 
tne  articles  of  cotton,  indigo,  colfee,  and  <dn°,er, 
are  very  confiderabie  ;  it  alfo  carries  on  a  trade  with 
the  Carracca’s,  and  other  parts  of  the  fpanifh  main, 
which  is  a  trade  wholly  in  the  manufactures  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  returns  for  which  are  made  almoffc 
entirely  in  ready  money.  Without  intimating  the 
land,  the  houfes,  the  works,  and  the  goods  in  the 
ifland,  the  flaves,  at  the  lowed  eftimation,  are  worth 
upwards  of  1,250,000  1.  fterling.  The  fingle  branch 
ot  their  trade,  the  lugars,  befides  the  employment 
ol  fo  much  Ihipping,  and  fo  many  feamen,  will 
produce  clear  300,000 1.  per  annum  to  the  mer- 
chants  or  that  nation  who  pofiefies  it.  Coffee  a 
very  inconfiderable  object  in  the  britiflr  colonies 
is  here  a  very  great  one.  They  raife  ailb  a, -eat 
quantities  of  indigo  and  cotton,  which  fupply  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  belt  and  mod  valuable  manufactures. 
Another  article,  which  makes  the  poffeflion  of  this 
ifland  fo  very  defirable,  is  the  conveniency  of  its 
fituation,  if  in  the  hands  of  the  french,  for  beino  a 

worlHUr  !10r-th.eir.pri1vateers»  in  this  P«t  of  The 
T  d'  Vs  m  t  lC  very  middle  of  the  englifh 

Weftdndie^*  dS  ’’  Wh‘Ch  made  k  lhe  Dunkirk  of  the 

*  Vide  rCmarks  on  a  Ietter  addreffed  to  two  great  men,  p.  42. 
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I  think  thefe  points  confidered,  every  one  muft  al¬ 
low,  that  the  conqueft  of  Guadaloupe  was  of  infi¬ 
nite  importance  to  this  nation  ^  and  was  a  particu¬ 
lar  inftance,  how  adtive  and  enterprifing  a  miniftry 
at  this  titne,  guided  the  affairs  of  England,  who, 
although  they  made  fuch  great  efforts  in  every  other 
part  of  the  world  againft  the  enemy,  frill  forgot  not 
this,  but  attacked  them  here  with  equal  wifdom  and 
fuccefs. 


ps  ✓ 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

Duke  Ferdinand  opens  the  campaign.  Skirmijhes  in  Heffe. 
“The  hei  edit  ary  prince  cf  Brunfwick  drives  general 
d'Arberg  out  of  the  landgr aviate.  Allied  army  marches 
towards  the  A/lam.  Battle  of  Bergen.  Duke  Ferdi¬ 
nand  retires.  Rapid progrefs  of  the  french.  Gottin¬ 
gen,  Munden ,  Lipfiadt ,  Ritberg,  Munjlcr ,  and  Min - 
den,  fun  ender  to  them.  Auctions  cf  the  two  armies. 
Affairs  of  the  king  of  Pruffa.  General  Woberfnow' s 
expedition  into  P oland.  Ruffian  magazines  dejlroyed. 
Prince  Henry' s  irruption  into  Bohemia.  Aujlrian 
magazines  defrayed.  IBs  march  into  Franconia.  Ge¬ 
neral  Macguire  defeated. 

I  Before  mentioned  the  formidable  chain,  which  the 
winter  quarters  of  the  french,  imperial,  and  au- 
itrian  armies,  compofed  at  the  end  of  the  laft  cam¬ 
paign.  It  was  the  pofleflion  of  Frankfort,  which 
the  french  had  feized  laft  year,  in  open  violation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  empire,  that  gave  them  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  and  Main  •,  and 
opened  an  eafy  road  through  which  they  might  receive 
reinforcements  and  fupplies.  Prince  Ferdinand,  there - 
xore,  feeing  the  infinite  importance  of  that  city  re¬ 
vived  to  difiodge  them.  Idis  troops  had  had  feve- 
ra!  fuccefsful  fkirmifhes  with  them  ;  in  the  latter  end 
or  February,  the  army  of  the  empire  having  extended 
themfelves  into  Hefle  began  to  be  troublefome  •  his  fe- 
rene  highnefs  detached  general  Urft  towards  Vacha, 
with  four  battalions,  and  about  1000  dragoons,  hollars, 

,  Vn1S  detachment  being  afiembled  at  Rhotenl 
burg,  fell  unexpectedly,  in  the  night  between  the  ift 
ana  2d,  upon  the  enemy’s  quarters,  fome  of  them 
were  taken,  and  the  reft  retired  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion.  lairfchfeld,  Vacha,  and  all  the  heflian  baili- 

a  +  wicks. 
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wicks,  which  the  enemy  had  taken  pofTdTion  of, 
were  immediately  evacuated;  but  being  fupported  by 
iome  french  from  Frankfort,  the  hanoverians  were 
obliged  in  their  turn  to  retire  ;  however,  this  advan¬ 
tage  was  but  of  fhort  continuance,  for  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Brunfwick,  leading  a  large  body  of  troops 
through  ways,  which  before  were  thought  impaflable, 
on  the  31ft  of  march  furprifed  a  regiment  of  curiaf- 
fiers,  and  a  battalion  of  Wurtemburghers,  moft  of 
whom  he  killed  or  made  prifoners.  After  this  fuc- 
cefs,  he  marched  the  next  day,  with  fome  light  troops 
and  two  battalions  of  grenadiers  to  Meinungen,  where 
he  found  a  confiderable  magazine,  and  took  two  bat¬ 
talions  prifoners  of  war.  Another  battalion  polled 
at  Wafungen  alfo  furrendered  to  him,  after  he  had 
had  a  fmart  fkirmifh  with  general  d’Arberg,  who 
was  coming  to  its  relief,  and  defeated  him.  The  2d, 
the  duke  of  Hoiftein  alfo  diflodged  the  french  from 
Freyenlteinau,  making  a  captain  with  his  company 
prifoners  of  war.  All  the  enemies  parties  on  this 
fide  the  country  retired,  on  thefe  fucceffes  towards 
Bamberg.  The  duke  de  Broglio,  who  commanded 
the  french  army  on  the  Maine,  alarmed  at  them, 
took  an  advantageous  poll  near  Bergen,  a  little  towrn 
between  Franckfort  and  Hannau,  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  allies  fhould  pafs,  before  they  could 
penetrate  to  his  line. 

Duke  Ferdinand,  purfuant  to  the  plan  he  had 
formed,  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  Franckfort,  drew  his 
troops  together  from  their  quarters  in  Weflphalia,  on 
the  Lippe,  and  in  Fleffe  ;  he  left  10  or  12,000  men 
to  guard  the  deflorate,  and  watch  the  bifhopric  of 
Munller  ;  and  having  collected  about  30,000  more  at 
Fulde,  he  marched  from  thence  the  10th  of  march, 
and  on  the  12th  arrived  at  Windeken,  by  Freyenflei- 
nau  and  Budingen,  and  the  next  morning  early,  he 
marched  towards  Bergen,  refolving  to  attack  the  duke 
of  Broglio,  who  was  ilrongly  polled  there.  He  had 
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the  right  of  his  army  towards  Bergen  ;  and  had  fe- 
cured  his  flanks  and  center  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  prince  was  obliged  to  make  his  attack  by  that 
village.  The  allied  army  arrived  oppofite  to  that  of 
the  french,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  of  the 
13th  of  april  ;  and  the  grenadiers  of  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand’s  advanced  guards  immediately  began  the  attack 
upon  Bergen  with  great  intrepidity,  and  were  received 
with  a  very  fevere  fire,  which  the  enemy  had  prepared 
for  them  ;  and  though  they  were  fupported  by  a  re¬ 
inforcement  of  feveral  battalions,  under  prince  Ifen- 
burg’s  command,  they  were  yet  repulfed  ;  they  ral¬ 
lied  again,  upon  being  fupported  by  the  heflian  horfe, 
but  were  forced  to  retreat  in  fome  diforder  •,  a  third  at¬ 
tack  was  made  with  the  like  bad  fuccefs.  Duke  Fer¬ 
dinand  then  finding  that  the  enemy  were  too  numerous, 
and  too  ftrongly  ported  to  be  attacked  any  more  with  . 
fuccefs,  began  to  think  of  a  retreat,  whilft  his  lofs  was 
yet  inconfiderable,  and  the  diforder  of  his  meneafily  to 
be  repaired.  But  to  retreat  in  the  face  of  a  victorious 
enemy,  is  always  very  hazardous  ;  and  the  day  was  not 
as  yet  above  half  fpent.  In  this  exigence,  he  feparated 
his  infantry  into  two  bodies,  one  on  the  right  and 
the  other  on  the  left,  forming  his  cavalry"  in  the 
center,  and  a  fmall  column  of  infantry  before  it  -, 
bringing  up,  at  the  fame  time,  his  artillery,  to  play 
again  ft  Be/gen,  on  the  enemy’s  right,  and  the  wood 
on  their  left.  Thefe  difpofitions  convinced  the  duke 
of  Broglio,  that  he  defigned  at  the  fame  time  to  attack 
both  the  village  and  the  wood,  and  if  one  of  thefe 
attacks  fhould  fucceed,  afterwards  to  fall  on  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  french  ;  this  being  the  expectation  of  the 
french  genera],  he  returned  the  furious  cannonade  of 
the  prince,  as  brifkly  as  he  could.  But  he  was  much 
deceived  in  his  opinion  ;  and  as  he  expeCted  a  lively 
attack  every  moment,  he  kept  clofe  to  his  port  ;  and 
in  this  pofture  things  continued  until  night  came  on, 
when  the  prince  made  an  eafy  retreat,  without  difor¬ 
der 
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der  or  moleftation,  and  halted  at  Windeken.  He  did 
not  lore  above  2000  men  in  the  aftion  ;  that  of  the 
trench  was  by  no  means  lefs  confiderable.  Had  he 
gained  the  viftory,  his  reputation  could  not  have  been 
greater ;  the  retreat  he  made  which  was  planned  and 
executed  with  equal  flcill,  did  him  great  honour  ;  nor 
was  his  conduct  during  the  aftion  lefs  confpicuous.  But 
in  its  confequences,  this  battle  was  very  different ;  the 
prince  miffed  the  blow  he  intended;  and  Bro<dio  Bill 
kept  Franckfort,  receiving  all  the  reinforcements  that 
were  fent  him  without  moleftation,  befides  the  many 
odicr  advantages  which  he  drew  from  the  poffeflion 
of  that  city.  r 

Duke  Ferdinand  left  Windeken  the  15th,  and  re¬ 
treated  to  Fulde ;  finding  that  he  firould  not  be  able 
to  maintain  his  ground  in  Hefle,  he  refolved  to  make 
his  retreat  by  the  Wefer,  well  knowing  the  crreat 
confequence  of  the  communication  by  that  rtver. 
About  the  middle  of  may  the  french  armies,  on  the 
upper  and  lower  Rhine  aflembled,  and  began  to  move 
towards  one  another  ;  and  the  3d  of  june,  they  joined 
mar  fvlaipouig,  from  whence  they  marched  north¬ 
ward,  and  on  the  tcth  arrived  at  Corbach,  where 
marfhal  Contades  took  up  his  head  quarters  ;  and 
the  next  day,  forne  of  their  light  troops  took  poflef- 
fi°n  t)f  Caffel,  without  oppofition  ;  general  inlioff, 
w  ith  the  troops  under  his  command,  who  were  there 
having  retired  towards  Paderborn. 

During  this  uninterrupted  progrefs  of  the  french, 
duke  Ferdinand  continued  to  retreat  along  the  Wefer; 
the  principal  defign  of  the  french  feemed  to  be  to  cut 
oft  his  retreat  to  that  river,  but  they  were  not  able 
to  effeft  it ;  he  threw  garrifons  into  Lipftadt,  Ritbero-, 
Munfter,  and  Minden,  in  order  to  retard  their  pro¬ 
grefs  ;  but  all  his  precautions  proved  ineffeftual  : 
marfhal  Contades  encamped  the  12th,  at  Stadtbem  ; 
and  the  duke  of  broglio,  who  commanded  his  right 
wing,  marched  from  Caffel  into  the  territories  of  Ha¬ 
nover, 
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nover,  where  he  took  poffeffion  of  Munden  and  GoN 
tingen.  During  thele  marches  of  the  french,  the 
allied  army  only  moved  to  Lipftadt,  and  encamped 
near  Soeft  and  Werle.  The  17th  of  June,  the  head 
quarters  were  at  Erdberenberg,  the  army  occupying 
the  heights  of  Buren,  as  the  french  did  thofe  of  Eflen 
and  Meerhoff.  From  Buren,  duke  Ferdinand  retreated 
to  Ritberg,  and  from  thence  to  Marienfeld,  the  30th. 
And  Contades  encamped  between  Lipfpring  and  Oeft- 
langen.  The  3d  of  july,  the  allies  were  at  Driefen,  be¬ 
tween  Ofnabrug  and  Minden  *,  where  they  were  joined 
by  general  Wangenheim,  with  a  body  of  hanoverians, 
under  his  command,  that  had  been  left  in  the  ftrong 
camp  at  Dulmen,  from  whence  he  retreated  under 
the  cannon  of  Munfter,  and  then  joined  the  army. 
Duke  Ferdinand  continued  his  retreat,  by  Bromte, 
Baden,  Stoltznau,  Nyenburg,  and  at  laft  fixed  his 
quarters  in  an  advantageous  camp  at  Peterfhagen. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  french  continued  their  pro- 
grefs.  Ritberg  was  furprifed,  Lipftadt  continued 
blockaded.  The  duke  de  Broglio  took  Minden  by 
aflfault,  with  a  garrifon  of  1500  men,  where  he 
found  immenfe  magazines.  Monf.  d’  Armentiers  ad¬ 
vanced  againft  Munfter,  and  attempted  to  take  it  by 
a  coup  de  main  ;  but  was  difappointed.  But  getting 
a  train  of  artillery  from  Wefel,  after  a  fhort  fiege 
made  himfelf  mafter  oi  the  city  ;  the  garrifon  of 
4000  men  becoming  prifoners  of  war.  After  this 
rapid  fuccefs,  the  main  body  of  their  army  took  an 
advantageous  camp  near  Minden,  where  they  remained 
fome  time,  and  where  I  fhall  leave  them  for  the  pre¬ 
sent*  It  is  now  time  to  fee  what  were  the  events  of 
war  in  other  quarters.  - 

Flis  pruflian  majefty’s  affairs  at  the  beginning  of 
the  campaign,  wore  a  very  promifing  appearance  ; 
but  yet  his  numerous  enemies  were  all  preparing  to 
renew  their  attacks  on  him.  Fie  had  formed  a  fcheme 
to  keep  the  ruffians  back,  by  burning  their  magazines 

in 
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in  Poland:  This  plan  was  executed  with  great  fpirit 
by  general  Woberfnow ;  who  matched  the  23d  of 
february,  from  Glogau  in  Silefia,  with  46  fquadrons 
and  26  battalions,  entering  Poland,  by  the  way  of 
Lifla,  he  marched  direftly  to  Pofna ;  where  he  de¬ 
feated  a  body  of  2000  coflacks,  who  guarded  a  ma¬ 
gazine  there,  which  contained  fuch  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  flour,  that  it  was  fufflcient  to  have  maintained 
50,000  men  for  three  months.  He  carried  off  and 
deftroyed  feveral  other  vaft  magazines  of  the  ruffians  ; 
and  having  fully  executed  his  commiffion,  returned 
without  lois  into  Silefia,  on  the  18th  of  april. 

His  pruffian  majefty  finding  that  general  Woberf¬ 
now  had  met  with  fuccefs  ;  formed  a  fecond  plan  ftill 
more  important.  He  was  in  hopes  that  the  ruffians 
would  not  be  able  to  attack  his  dominions,  till  late  in 
the  campaign,  nor  aft  in  concert  with  marffial  Daun. 
As  he  imagined  he  had  cut  the  auftrians  off  from 
that  affiflance,  he  wanted  to  do  the  fame  in  regard  to 
the  army  of  the  empire  and  the  french,  as  the^auftri- 
ans,  by  being  feparated  from  their  allies,  would  be 
obliged  to  aft  againft  the  king,  under  great  difad- 
vantages.  Purfuant  to  this  admirable  fcheme,  about 
the  latter  end  of  february,  general  Knobloch  was 
detached  from  the  pruffian  army  in  Saxony,  to  drive 
fome  corps  of  the  army  of  the  empire  from  Erfurth, 
Gotha,  and  Eifenach,  who,  if  they  remained  there, 
would  be  able  from  their  fituation,  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  abfence  of  thofe  troops  that 'were  to  be 
employed  in  executing  this  plan.  The  three  cities 
were  taken  without  oppofition,  the  imperialifts  were 
drove  from  all  that  part  of  the  country,  and  heavy 
contributions  raifed  in  the  neighbourhood. 

During  thefe  operations,  the  king  himfelf  with 
the  grand  army,  which  was  potted  in  Lufatia,  made 
feveral  movements,  with  defign  to  draw  marflial 
Daun’s  army  towards  Silefia,  and  by  that  means  to 
uncover  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia  towards  Saxony ; 

the 
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the  auftrians  afted  juft  as  he  expedited.  Prince  Henry, 
who  commanded  the  pruffian  army  in  Saxony,  of 
about  36,000  men,  immediately  laid  hold  of  the  op¬ 
portunity,  as  he  had  before  concerted  with  the  king, 
and  dividing  his  army  into  two  columns,  marched 
towards  Bohemia,  entering  that  kingdom  himfelf  at 
Peterfwalde,  the  15th  of  april  5  the  column  under 
general  Hulfen  doing  the  fame  by  Pafsberg  and  Com- 
mota.  Prince  Henry  found  an  eminence  beyond 
Peterfwalde,  fortified  with  a  redoubt,  and  a  ftrong 
barricade  before  it,  guarded  by  600  Croats,  and  fome 
hungarian  foot,  this  pafs  was  forced  ;  and  the  van¬ 
guard  dividing  into  two  bodies,  one  proceeded  to 
Auffig,  and  the  other  to  Toplitz  :  the  enemy  fled 
precipitately  every  where.  The  magazine  of  Auflig 
was  deftroyed,  and  the  boats  on  the  Elbe  burnt. 
The  vanguard  returned  on  the  16th  to  the  main 
body  at  Welmina.  The  magazines  at  Lowofitz  and 
Leitmeritz  were  feized,  and  the  new  bridge  that  was 
built  there,  burnt.  Prince  Henry  from  thence  marched 
to  Budin,  where  he  deftroyed  another  magazine  •,  and 
the  flames  fpreading  by  accident,  fet  the  town  on  fire, 
and  did  fome  damage. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Hulfen  found  the  pafs 
of  Pafsberg  ftrongly  guarded  by  two  regiments  of 
foot,  and  a  large  body  of  Croats.  The  general  con¬ 
ducted  his  cavalry  another  way,  fo  as  to  fall  diredtly 
on  the  rear  of  the  auftrians,  while  he  attacked  them 
with  his  infantry  in  front ;  which  was  executed  fo 
fuccefsfully,  that  the  auftrians  were  driven  from  all 
their  intrenchments,  and  a  general,  51  officers,  and 
2000  men  were  taken  prifoners,  together  with  three 
colours,  two  ftandards,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon. 
General  Hulfen  marched  direCtly  to  Saatz  ;  but  the 
auftrians  had  burnt  their  magazines  there,  be¬ 
fore  he  arrived  but  he  took  and  deftroyed  feveral 

others* 
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others  .  I  nnce  Henry,  with  both  the  divifions  of 
the  army  returned  to  Saxony,  the  middle  of  april. 

1  lie  prince  gave  his  troops  but  a  few  days  reft 

!V  un  ;  for  on  the  a6th  he  marched  them  to 
Ubel-Geburgen  ;  from  thence  he  continued  his  march 

through  V  oightland,  towards  the  army  of  the  empire  j 
a"cJ°n  the  7tii  of  may  encered  Franconia,  by  the  way 
of  Hoff.  Next  day  a  detachment  from  his  army  at¬ 
tacked  general  Macguire,  who  commanded  a  body 
o.  auftiians  and  imperial ifts  at  Afeh  ;  which  bravely 
withftood  all  their  ellorts  the  whole  day  ;  but  as  he 
was  in  danger  of  being  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  having  no  profped  of  relief,  he  retired  in  the 
night  through  Haffau  towards  Egra.  During  this 
time,  general  Haddick,  who  commanded  a  body  of 
auurians  in  Franconia,  that  a<£bed  in  conjundlion  with 
the  army  of  the  empire,  quitted  the  camp  which  he 


.Magazines  taken  and  deltroyed  by  the  pruflians  in  this  ex- 
pedition. 


Au  nig, 

Topi  it  z, 

Lowoiitz, 

Leitmeritz, 

Luckowitz, 

Libofchowitz, 

Worwitzaw, 

Pudin, 

Saatz, 

Poltelburg, 

Commotau, 

Brix, 


Tors  of 
meal. 

j  Loaves  of 
bread,  each 
four  pound. 

Berlin  mea- 
fures  of  oats. 

Rations  of 
hay,  eight 
pound  each. 

700 

200 

1000 

60 

2000 

45° 

36000 

3000 

2000 

10000 

I  COO 

30000 

I  coo 

100000 

20000 

tJ 

0 

0 

0 

20000 

60000 

5° 

205 

4000 

700 

1 375 

2 1 

3  4°° 

920 

]925 

35+86  j 

73400 

136820  j 

86300 

,  A,!  thefe  magazines  were  valued  at  upwards  of  880,000  rix- 
collars.  The  contributions  were  divided  among!!  the  troops  ; 
every  field  officer  received  an  hundred  rixdollars every  fubaltern 
tilty ;  every  lerjeant  twenty  ;  and  all  the  private  men  a  rixdollar 
a  piece  ;  exclulive  of  all  they  had  helped  themfelves  to  before. 
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held  near  Menchfberg,  and  marched  in  the  night  be¬ 
tween  the  8th  and  gth  to  Culmbach,  where  he  arrived 
the  ioth  in  the  morning;  his  troops  were  hardly  en¬ 
camped,  when  he  again  filed  off  towards  Bamberg. 
The  prince  purfued  him  very  expeditioufiy  ;  he  was 
at  Murichberg  the  ioth,  and  the  next  day  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bareith  Cronach  ;  and  Rotenburg 
furrendered  after  a  Ihort  bombardment.  On  his  ap¬ 
proach  near  Bamberg,  that  city  furrendered  on  terms  ; 
but  fome  confufion  happening  before  the  capitulation 
was  completely  finifhed,  a  party  of  Croats  fired  upon 
a  party  of  pruffians,  who  had  approached  near  one 
of  the  gates  ;  this  was  refented  by  the  prince,  as  a 
breach  of  the  capitulation  ;  and  under  that  pretence 
gave  up  the  city  to  be  plundered  by  his  troops ;  they 
pillaged  during  the  fpace  of  two  days,  in  a  very  un¬ 
relenting  and  licentious  manner ;  loud  complaints 
were  made  all  over  Europe  againft  the  prufiians,  with 
great  juftice,  on  account  of  this  affair ;  and  afterwards 
produced  a  fevere  retaliation.  The  army  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  unable  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  prince,  re¬ 
tired  to  Nuremberg,  and  left  the  greateft  part  of 
the  circle  of  Franconia  to  the  contributions  inflided 
by  the  prufiians  ;  they  would  have  been  followed, 
had  not  the  prince  been  informed,  that  a  large  body 
of  auftrians,  under  genera]  Gemmingen  had  'entered 
Saxony  ;  this  intelligence  obliged  him  to  return  into 
that  country,  and  accordingly  he  began  his  march, 
from  Bamberg  the  21ft  of  june. 

On  his  retreat,  the  imperialifts  fent  a  detachment 
under  count  Palfy,  to  harrafs  his  rear,  who  came  up 
with  it  on  the  3°th,  near  Hoff;  a  fmart  engagement 
enfued,  in  which  the  imperialifts  were  intirely  de¬ 
feated,  with  the  lofs  of  a  general,  and  a  good  number 
of  men,  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  On  the  re¬ 
turn  of  prince  Henry,  to  his  old  poft  in  Saxony, 
Gemmingen  retired  into  Bohemia. 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 


Motions  of  the  ruffians.  Count  Dohna  takes  the  command 
%  ft  trtlJflan  troop  againfi  them.  Advances  into 
1  eland..  Retires.  Is  difgraced.  General  Wedel fuc- 
ceeds  him  in  the  command.  Battle  of  Zullichau 
Motions  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  marfhal  Laun. 
General  Laudohn  joins  count  Soltikoff.  King  of  Pruf- 
fta  joins  general  Wedel.  Battle  of  Cunnerf dor f.  Ju- 

ftnau  and  ruffian  armies  join.  Admirable  conduit  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  J 


Although  general  Woberfnow  had  been  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  in  destroying  the  magazines  which  the 
ruffians  had  amaffied  in  Poland,  yet  his  pruffian  ma¬ 
jesty  found  he  Should  have  that  enemy  to  deal  with 
foonei  than  he  expected.  Having  left  their  camp  at 1 
1  ofna,  and  qutting  the  Viftula,  they  drew  near  to 
the  banks  of  the  Oder.  General  Manteuffel  had  been 
Some  time  pofted  at  Gryplwalden,  in  Pomerania,  and 
general  Schlaberndorf  at  Koningfwalde,  to  oppofe 
them  :  the  king  alfo  fent  orders  to  count  Dohna,  who 
had  been  employed  in  reducing  and  levying  contri¬ 
butions  and  levies  in  Mecklingberg,  to  march,  and 
take  the  command  of  his  troops  who  were  deffined 
to  adt  againft  them  ;  and  he  accordingly  encamped 
with  them  near  Cuftrin.  The  enemy  began  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  their  ufual  manner,  by  ravaging  without 
p,ty  the  frontiers  of  Pomerania,  Brandenburg  and 
Siiefia.  As  it  was  impoffible  to  cover  every  part  of 
i tic li  an  extenfive  tradl  of  country,  the  coffacks  made 
inroads  in  different  parts,  where  they  were  lure  of 
meeting  with  no  refinance.  A  body  of  pruffian  troops 

under 
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under  general  Hu  Hen,  and  another  under  general 
Woberfnow,  joined  count  Dohna’s  army  the  26th  at 
Meferitz,  in  Poland.  During  his  flay  at  this  pkce 

that  general  pub] ifiied  a  declaration,  fetting  forth  the 

rpafons  that  induced  his  matter  to  caufe  his  troops  to 
enter  Poland;  alio  requiring  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try  to  furniffi  provifions  and  forag?  for  an  army  of 
40,000  men  promifing  that  every  thing  ffiould  be 

dav  I  cTth  ready  um0ney‘  He  encamped  the  fame 
■  J,  at  Schevenn  ;  but  as  he  was  obliged  to  march 

with  caution,  and  having  many  fkirmiffies  with  the 
emy  s  irregulars,  he  did  not  reach  Pofna  till  the  ?d 

armv  Kmd  "  *mvedfin  %ht  of  «  and  the  ruffian 

J\  .  . c  the  count  iound  their  numbers  were  too 

considerable,  and  their  pofts  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked 

It  1  m iel f  wi t li  1 . r  *  »  * t  c  ^  ib  that  he  contented 

nimleir  with  obferving  their  motions  ;  and,  as  they 

foon  continued  their  march  towards  Silefia,  he  con- 

ftantly  endeavoured  to  harrafs  their  rear  ;  but  findino- 

wads  To7S  Med'  h'  ™  <**&  »  “e"f 

men  “d Vcb  Jlfr  d°'"«  th'  •*"«-  Cange- 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  far  from 
eing  contented  with  the  condudt  of  count  Dohna  • 
n  was  more  dilatory  and  timid  than  the  inclinations 
of  hts  majefty  could  bears  and  he  is  faid  to  have  re- 
proached  that  general  m  fo  fevere  a  manner  for  his 

able)  that  he  took  the  firft  opporfunity  to  S  ht 

S™:1 1  “ddtoUBdeS„a  P;TT  0f  reco™"8  is 

pivi ng  him  nofii-my  or^e  confiderable  reinforcements, 
fll  events.  ?  f  °rderS  t0  CngaSe  the  ruffians  at 

ZuufcLu^nSTad^andfind1116  h™^11  ,Camp  at 

’  20  ’  an£  finding  the  next  day,  that 
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the  enemy  were  directing  their  inarch  towards  CtoC- 
fen  in  Silefia,  with  defign  to  get  before  his  army* 
and  by  that  means  lecure  the  paffiage  of  the  Oder  •,  he 
refolved  in  confequence  of  his  mafter’s  orders,  to  attack 
them  on  their  march.  Nothing  could  be  more  advan¬ 
tageous  than  their  fituation  •,  they  were  pofted  on  high 
and  aim  oft  inacceffible  eminences,  defended  by  a  vaft 
artillery,  and  were  70,000  ftrong.  Wedel’s  army  did 
not  amount  to  30,000  men  •,  and  the  difadvantages  they 
had  to  ftruggle  with  were  exceffive.  They  had  a  bridge 
to  pafs,  and  fuch  a  narrow  defile  to  go  through,  that 
fcarce  a  third  of  a  battalion  could  march  in  front ; 
the  ground  was  fuch,  that  their  cavalry  could  not  fup- 
port  the  infantry,  nor  their  artillery  be  of  any  great 
iervice  to  them.  All  thefe  difficulties  proved  but  fpurs 
to  the  ardor  of  the  pruffians,  the  attack  was  refolutely 
made,  but  after  the  greateft  efforts  numbers  at  laft 
prevailed.  General  Wedel  was  obliged  to  retreat, 
which  he  did  unpurfued,  leaving  upwards  of  4000 
men  killed  or  prifoners  •,  his  wounded  amounting  to 
3000.  General  Woberfnow  was  killed,  and  general 
Manteuffel  wounded.  Wedel  paffed  the  Oder  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  and  the  ruffians  made  themfelves  rna- 
fters  of  Francfort  on  the  Oder,  and  Croffen. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia 
had,  about  the  middle  of  april  marched  his  army 
from  Rhonftock,  near  Strigau,  to  Bolchenhayn,  a 
i mall  town  in  the  mountains  near  kandffiut,  where  he 
entrenched  it.  Marfhal  13aun  had  collected  the  auftiian 
troops  in  a  camp  a  Schurtz,  in  the  ci r  cle  of  Konigfgratz^ 
about  the  middle  of  may,  he  detached  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  into  Lufatia,  which  by  foiced  marches 
arrived  at  Spremberg,  within  15  miles  of  Beilin,  with 
defio-n  to  furprife  that  city  ;  but  lome  pruffian  batta¬ 
lion?,  fupported  by  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  followed 
them  with  the  greateft  fecrecy.  T  he  auftrians  per¬ 
ceiving  their  defign  to  be  difcovered,  changed  their 
rout*  and  fell  back  on  Liebau,  the  fmall  garnion 
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having  retired  on  their  approach  towards  the  pruf- 

fian  camp.  On  the  firft  notice  which  the  king  had  of 

the  affair,  he  immediately  ordered  his  troops  monarch 

and  went  hirnfelf  to  the  place  of  the  attack.  The 

auftrians^  feeing  the  good  countenance  of  the  p ruffian 

troops,  thought  proper  to  retre  after  a  flight  fkirmifh 

and  were  purfued  by  the  prufTians,  til]  the  darknefs  of 

the  night  and  the  danger  of  the  defiles  obliged  them 
to  defift.  ° 

General  Fouquet,  who  commanded  a  large  body 
of  pruffian  troops,  in  the  fouth  part  of  Silefia,  and 
tie  auftrian  general  de  Vilie,  who  commanded  on  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia,  made  ieveral  marches  and 
countermarches,  each  endeavouring  to  catch  fome 
advantage  of  the  other.  About  the  middle  of 
aprd,  Fouquet  made  hirnfelf  mafter  of  SacorndorfF 
and  Troppau  ;  and  endeavoured  to  do  the  fame  wirh 
tne  auftrian  magazine,  at  Hoff  in  Moravia-,  butfind- 

Tn°ur  ^mPra^:'cable,  he  retired  to  his  former  poft  at 
Tobfchutz,  in  order  to  cover  Neifs.  The  kin&  left 
,  camp  at  Landfliut  the  29th,  and  arrived  at  Neifs 
the  fame  day.  General  de  la  Vilie  was  pofted  on  the 
heignts  behind  Neuftadt,  and  decamped  that  even- 
ing,  placing  hirnfelf  behind  Ziegennals  and  Zuo-- 
mantel  The  king  having  joined  general  Fouquet 
marched  agamft  de  Vilie  ;  but  as  he  retired,  nothino-.-, 
further  was  done  in  Moravia,  fo  his  majefty  returned 
o  Landfhut.  Marfhal  Daun’s  quarters  were  chanced 

from  time  to  time  to  Gitfchin,  Konigfhoff,  and  %. 
romirs.  J  ‘ 

That  genera]  having  remained  inactive  in  his  camp 
ut  hrhurtz  fo  long,  on  account  of  the  flow  progreis 

T  n,ffia,ns  j  formf'd  a  defign  to  march  round  by 
■  •‘  V3’  and  5he  moft  northern  part  of  Silefia,  and 

fr  wil  m  ^  fr0n  35  they  had  advanced  ^r  enough. 

cLm  rhV  COn/t;qUe"Ce  °f  th'S  Plan’  that  he  kft  his 

j  ,  ‘  2.8r,i  °f  Jl,ne>  and  marched  by  Neu- 

ri,  Lomnitz,  Turnati,  and  Reichenbum,  from 

®  ^  2  whence 
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whence  he  turned  off  to  the  Queifs,  which  feparates 
Lufatia  from  Silefia.  His  pruffian  majefty,  as  foon 
as  he  had  notice  of  this  march,  left  his  camp  at 
Landlhut,  and  entered  Bohemia,  making  himfelf 
mailer  of  Schatzlar,  without  much  refiftance.  On 
the  30th,  he  detached  general  Rebentifh  to  occupy 
Trautenau  ;  and  general  Seidlitz  towards  Hirfchberg, 
to  fecure  the  paffes,  in  cafe  the  auftrians  fhould  at¬ 
tempt  to  enter  Silefia  that  way.  Thefe  precautions 
had  the  defired  effedl,  for  on  the  1 6th  of  July  ge¬ 
neral  Laudohn  entered  Grieffenberg,  with  a  large 
body  of  pandours  and  Croats,  and  would  have  pufhed 
to  Hirfchberg ;  but  finding  general  Seidlitz  there  be¬ 
fore  him,  with  the  van- guard  of  the  pruffian  army, 
he  was  obliged  to  return  back  with  all  expedition. 
The  king  marched  the  fame  day  by  that  place  to 
Lahne  ;  on  the  ioth,  his  army  was  at  Gepperfdorff ; 
and  foon  after  chofe  a  ftrong  camp  on  the  heights 
before  the  village  of  Schmotfieffen  :  the  fituation  of 
this  camp  was  very  advantageous,  both  the  flanks 
being  well  covered  j  its  left  was  towards  Liebenthal, 
and  ^behind  its  right  flood  Loewenberg.  Marfhal 
Daun’s  head  quarters  were  at  Gorlitz-Heim  in  Lufatia, 
and  his  army  was  polled  on  the  heights  behind  the 
Queifs,  his  right  extending  towards  Grieffenberg,  and 
the  left  towards  Lauban.  The  two  armies  were  in 
this  fituation,  when  his  pruffian  majefty  was  informed 
of  the  defeat  of  his  troops  under  general  Wedel. 

Marfhal  Daun  being  acquainted  with  the  fuccefs 
of  that  adtion,  immediately  forefaw,  that  the  king 
would  march  himfelf  againft  count  Soltikoff;  and 
confidering  that  the  great  want  of  the  ruffian  army, 
was  a  good  body  of  cavalry  •,  a  want  that  had  been 
fo  fatal  to  the  common  caufe,  laft  year  at  Zorndorff : 
he  determined  to  detach  a  numerous  corps  to  rein¬ 
force  them.  With  this  view,  he  leledted  about  12,000 
of  his  horfe  and  8000  foot,  which  he  divided  into  two 

columns,  placing  one  under  general  Laudohn,  who 

com- 
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commanded  in  chief,  and  the  other  under  general  Had- 
dick;  the  firft  marched  through  Silefia,  and  the  other 
through  Lufatia.  General  Wedel,  for  fome  time  found 
means  to  prevent  the  defigned  junction  by  marching  to 
Plauen,  oppofite  to  Croffen.  The  king,'  informed  of 
this  march,  had,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  a  part 
of  the  troops  which  were  under  the  command  of 
prince  Henry,  to  advance  ;  and  having  appointed  his 
royal  highnefs  to  the  command  of  the  army  oppofed 
to  marfhal  Daun,  his  majefty  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  abovementioned  reinforcement,  amounting  to 
10,000  men  ;  and  marched  on  the  ift  of  auguft  from 
Chriftianftadt  to  Sommerfeldt,  from  whence  the  corps 
under  general  Haddick  retired  on  his  approach.  The 
pruffians  however  came  up,  on  the  fame  day,  with 
the  rear  guard  of  the  auftrians,  and  attacked  it,  mak¬ 
ing  a  confiderable  booty.  Several  othei  fkirmiffies 
happened,  in  which  the  pruffians  made  near  2000 
prifoneis.  On  the  3 d,  general  Wedel’s  army  was  at 
Croffen,  whicn  place  he  had  retaken  from  the  ruffi¬ 
ans  ;  and  the  king  arrived  the  fame  day  atBefko,  and 
on  the  4th  joined  Wedel  at  Muhlrofe  •,  but  he  was  not 
able  to  hinder  the  two  auftrian  generals  from  joinino- 
the  ruffians,  which  they  effedted  about  the  fame  time° 
His  majefty  ftill  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  hazard 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  recalled  the  corps  of 
ot  9000  men  under  general  Finck,  which  had  been 

detached  to  cover  Saxony ;  and  it  joined  his  army  at 
Lebus  on  the  8th.  1 

The  reinforcement  of  auftrians,  under  general  Tau- 
pohn,  increafed  Soltikoff’s  army  to  90,000  men 
That  of  the  pruffians,  after  general  Finck  had  joined 
it,  did  not  amount  to'  50,000.  The  ruffians  had 
moreover  intrenched  themfelves  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner,  between  Francfort  and  Cunnerfdorff;  and  were 
defended  with  fuch  an  immenfe  artillery,  that  an  at¬ 
tack  on  them  was  exceffively  difficult.  Yet  feveral 
teafons  concurred,  which  made  it  abfokitely  neceffary 

^  0  3  d  that 
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that  the  king  fhould  fight  them.  They  were  eru 
camped  in  Silefia,  the  bed  and  richeft  part  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  which  would  very  foon  be  over-run,  if  he 
deferred  an  action.  Marfhal  Daun  had  detached  fe- 
veral  confiderable  parties  that  threatened  Berlin  itfelf. 
Saxony  undefended,  was  become  a  prey  to  the  impe- 
rialifts,  who  made  great  progrefs.  In  fhort,  all  his 
dominions  were  in  danger,  and  nothing  could  refcue 
them  but  a  vidtory. 

His  majefly  pafTed  the  Oder  on  the  nth,  a  mile 
to  the  north  of  Cuftrin.  The  paffage  being  completed, 
the  army  formed  in  order  of  battle,  near  the  village 
of  Efcher,  and  purfued  its  march  to  Bifchoffsee. 
The  referve,  under  lieut.  gen.  Finck,  took  poft  on 
the  eminences,  between  that  place  and  Trettin.  The 
van-guard  occupied  the  firft  of  thofe  villages,  behind 
which,  the  army  pitched  its  camp.  On  the  12th,  at 
two  in  the  morning,  it  began  its  march  towards  Rep- 
pin,  but  halted  in  a  wood,  and  there  formed,  and 
afterwards  advanced  to  the  ruffians,  keeping  back  the 
left  wing.  As  foon  as  the  van-guard  arrived  at  the 
eminence,  which  was  oppofite  to  the  enemy’s  left, 
the  king  ordered  feveral  batteries  to  beeredted,  which, 
as  well  as  feme  others  raifed  by  general  Finck,  poured 
deftrudtion  on  the  ruffians  for  fome  time  ;  the  fire 
be^an  about  eleven  in  the  morning.  The  king  de¬ 
figned  to  make  his  greateft  efforts  againft  the  left 
wing  of  the  enemy  ;  the  cannonade  no  fooner  ceafed, 
than  he  attacked  it  with  feveral  detachments  or  infan¬ 
try,  difpofed  in  columns.  Never  did  any  troops  ex¬ 
ert  themfelves  with  more  bravery,  than  the  prufiians 
on  this  occafion.  In  fpite  of  the  formidable  artillery 
of  the  1  ufiians,  which  lined  their  almoft  impenetrable 
intrenchments,  they  attacked  them,  and  forced  them 
one  after  another,  taking  eighty  pieces  of  cannon. 
They  then  pafleda  defile,  and  attacked  feveral  redoubts, 
which  covered  the  village  of  Cunnerfdorff,  and  ma¬ 
ttered 
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ftered  them  all.  The  ruffians  made  a  fland  at  that 
village,  by  bringing  on  feveral  freffi  battalions  to  de¬ 
fend  it ;  but  nothing  could  withftand  the  refolution  of 
the  pruffians,  they  every  where  drove  the  enemy  be¬ 
fore  them,  with  the  greateft  firmnefs,  and  as  terri¬ 
ble  a  daughter  ;  they  no  longer  occupied  the  fame 
ground,  as  when  they  began  the  adtion.  In  fhort, 
for  upwards  of  fix  hours,  the  advantage  of  the  day 
was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  the  pruffians,  who  had 
flain  upwards  of  10,000  of  the  enemy.  The  king  then 
wrote  a  billet  to  the  queen,  to  this  effedf,  “  Madam, 
<c  We  have  drove  the  ruffians  from  their  intrenchments, 
“  and  have  taken  a  vaft  artillery.  You  may  foon 
<c  expedt  to  hear  of  a  glorious  vidfory.”  This  news 
arrived  at  Berlin  juft  as  the  poft  was  going  out,  fo 
that  the  friends  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  throughout 
Europe,  exulted  in  the  certain  and  decifive  victory 
which  they  made  not  the  lead  doubt  of  his  having 
gained. 

Count  Sokikoff,  in  the  mean  time,  finding  himfelf 
defeated  in  almofl:  every  quarter,  refolved  to  make  his 
laft  (land  on  his  left  wing,  which,  though  much  flut¬ 
tered,  was  more  entire  than  any  other  part  of  his  army. 
He  accordingly  aflembled  the  remains  of  his  right 
wing,  and  drawing  off  the  whole  fecond  line  of 
his  center,  divided  them  both  into  fin  all  corps,  or 
large  battalions,  formed  in  long  fquares  or  columns  ; 
and  with  thefe  fupported  the  flank  of  his  left.  He 
had  before  eredted  a  redoubt  on  that  wing,  on  an 
advantageous  eminence,  called,  the  Jew’s  burying 
ground ;  round  this  redoubt,  the  count  drew  up  a 
great  body  of  his  troops,  his  forlorn  hope.  Had 
the  king  of  Pruffia  defifted,  without  attempting 
any  thing  further  againft  the  enemy,  he  would 
in  all  probability  have  had  every  advantage  of  a 
complete  victory *,  but  he  refolved  to  drive  them 
from  this  poll  5  difficult  as  the  attack  mu  ft  be,  to 
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troops  who  had  fought  for  fix  hours,  in  an  exceffive 
hot  day. 

i  he  pruffian  infantry,  ever  refolute,  was  eafdy 
brought  on  to  this  frefh  attack.  But  here  they  met 
with  obftacles  of  the  fevereft  kind.  The  unevenefs 
of  the  ground  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them  to  bring 
up  any  other  artillery  than  a  few  fmall  pieces  ;  whereas 
the  enemy  had  Hill  a  great  train  mounted  on  their  in- 
trenchments ;  in  a  fituation  really  impregnable.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  great  diladvantages,  the  king’s  infantry  were 
repulled  with  a  confiderable  lols^  a  iecond  attack  was 
made,  with  the  like  bad  fuccefs,  and  a  ftill  greater 
lofs.  At  laft  the  cavalry  were  brought  againll  the 
ruffians  ;  they  redoubled  their  furious  attacks  ;  but 
all  was  unfuccefsful.  Count  Soltikoff  feeing  the  pruf¬ 
lian  hoile  m  fome  confufion,  feized  the  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  and  let  loofe  part  of  the  ruffian,  and  all  the 
auflrian  cavalry,  which  had  not  yet  been  engaged,  on 
the  weakened  fquadrons  of  the  pruffians.  This  freffi 
body,  which  was  commanded  by  general  Laudohn, 
met  with  little  refiltance,  they  broke  their  enemy’s 
horle  to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot, 
threw  the  whole  into  an  irreparable  diforder,  and  a 
molt  dreadful  daughter  enfued.  This  miferable  mif- 
fortune  was  greatly  owing  to  general  Seidlitz’s  being 
wounded,  who  commanded  the  pruffian  horle,  fo  that 
he  was  difabled  from  giving  any  orders.  The  king 
made  every  effort  to  reftore  the  field,  that  Ikill,  cou¬ 
rage,  or  defpair  could  didfate  hazarding  his  own 
perfon  in  the  thickeft  of  the  fire,  and  prodigal  of 
life,  he  thrice  led  on  his  troops  to  the  charge  ;  two 
horfes  were  killed  under  him  ;  and  leveral  balls  were 
in  his  cloaths  ;  but  all  was  unfuccefsful.  Scarce  an 
officer  in  his  army  efcaped  unwounded.  It  is  very 
probable  that  the  deftrudlion  of  the  whole  pruf¬ 
lian  army  would  have  followed,  had  not  night  came 
on  ;  which  enabled  the  king  to  take  poffeffion  of 
fome  eminences  which  were  eafily  defended,  and  by 
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that  means,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  troops.  As  it 
was,  his  lofs  in  this  battle  was  much  greater,  than  any 
he  had  fuftained  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The 
killed,  wounded,  prifoners,  and  deferters  amountino 
to  20,000.  General  Putkammur  was  amonoft  die 
flain.  The  generals  Seidlitz,  Wedel,  Finckt  Hul- 
fen,  and  Itzenplitz,  the  prince  of  Wurtenberg,  and 
five  major  generals,  were  all  wounded.  The  lofs 
of  the  ruffians  was  generally  calculated  at  about  1 2,000 
men  killed  and  wounded. 

Such  was  the  fatal  reverfe  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
fortune  •,  from  being  almoft  fure  of  the  victory,  to 
have  it  fnatched  from  him,  through  his  own  impru¬ 
dence.  Ever  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  he  had 
never  committed  fo  fatal  a  miftake.  Had  he  defifted 
when  he  had  driven  the  ruffians  from  their  intrench- 
ments,  without  throwing  all  into  the  hands  of  for¬ 
tune  a  fecond  time,  he  would  have  had  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  viftory ;  his  troops  had  fuffered  but 
little,  whereas  the  enemy  had  fuftained  a  great  lofs, 
both  in  the  number  of  the  flain,  and  in  that  of  half 
their  artillery ;  little  doubt  was  made,  but  that  they 
would  retire  immediately  into  Poland,  leaving  him 
^he  fruits  or  the  viffory,  whilft  they  would  be  filling 
their  gazettes  with  frivolous  difputes  about  the  field 
of  battle,  as  was  the  cafe  at  Zorndorff.  Inftead  of 
afting  thus,  the  king  led  on  his  brave  troops,  who 
had  been  fighting  fo  long  a  time  in  one  of  the  fe- 
yereft  aftions,  perhaps  ever  known,  and  in  one  of 
the  hotteft  days  ever  felt,  againft  a  poft  of  fuch  im- 
rnenfe^  ftrength,  lined  with  a  numerous  artillery,  and 
defended  by  an  army  ftill  fo  much  fuperior  in  num¬ 
bers  to  his  own,  when  his  troops  were  too  much  ex- 
naufted  for  a  new  attempt.  All  the  pruffian  generals 
were  unanimous  in  their  advice  to  the  kino-,  not  to 
engage  a  fecond  time  •,  the  above  reafons,  wtiich  thev 
gave  him,  for  a  few  moments  had  fome  effeft  •  but 
the  rapidity  and  vehemence  of  his  difpofition,  would 
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not  fuffer  him  to  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  a  con¬ 
queror  by  halves  :  he  determined  to  rifk  one  effort 
more,  which,  if  fuccefsful,  would,  in  all  probabili¬ 
ty,  free  him  for  ever  from  this  dreadful  adverfary. 
He  tried  it,  and  was  defeated. 

He  no  fooner  quitted  the  field,  than  he  wrote  a 
fecond  note  to  the  queen,  “  I  have  hazarded  ano- 
“  ther  attempt,  in  which  I  have  failed  ;  remove  from 
“  Berlin,  with  the  royal  family.  Let  the  archives 
“  be  carried  to  Potzdam.  The  city  may  make  con- 
“  ditions  with  the  enemy.”  I  leave  the  reader  to 
judge  the  effeft  this  news  had  on  the  court  and  city, 
which  was  received  in  the  midft  of  the  joy  and 
diverfions,  occafioned  by  that  which  came  but  a  few 
hours  before.  And  what  heightened  the  terror  was, 
the  confufed  accounts  they  continued  to  receive, 
which  made  no  mention  of  the  king ;  but  informed 
them,  that  an  army  of  ruffians,  the  mod  dreadful  of 
all  enemies,  was  on  the  point  of  taking  pofieffion  of 
their  city.  It  was  diredly  concluded,  that  the  king 
was  either  dead  or  taken  prifoner. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  his  majefty  repaffed  the  Oder, 
and  encamped  at  Retwein ;  from  whence  he  marched 
to  Fuftenwalde  •,  placing  his  troops  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  prated  Berlin  from  any  incurfions  of  the  ruffians. 
Here  he  received  fupplies  of  provifions,  ammunition, 
and  cannon,  from  his  ftores  at  that  city  •,  and  was  re¬ 
inforced  by  general  Kleift,  whom  he  recalled  from  Po¬ 
merania,  with  5000  men.  In  Ihort,  every  thing  was 
foon  in  the  greateft  order  in  his  camp. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ruffian  general,  count  Solti- 
koff,  inftead  of  marching  into  Brandenburg,  as  was 
cxpeded,  moved  further  into  Silefia,  and  joined  a 
large  body  of  the  auftrian  army,  under  marfhal  Daun. 
The  two  generals  at  this  meeting,  confulted  about 
the  moft  proper  meafure  for  infuring  their  late  fuc- 
cefs ;  by  their  motions,  the  king  was  convinced,  that 
their  defign  was  to  befiege  great  GJogau.  Never  did 
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*he  greatnefs  of  this  monarch’s  genius  appear  with 
clearer  advantage,  than  in  his  exquifite  management, 
by  which  he  prevented  the  victorious  army  of  the 
ruffians,  united  with  the  auftrians,  from  makino-  ufe 
of  the  victory  they  had  fo  lately  gained.  The  fupe- 
rior  and  victorious  army,  by  the  mancevres  of  his 
pruffian  majefty,  was  obliged  to  aCt  upon  the  de- 
fenfive.  Perceiving  their  intention  of  beheging  Glo- 
gau,  he,  by  a  daring  and  mafterly  movement.^threw 
himfelf  between  their  army  and  the  city  ;  by  which 
he  effectually  defeated  their  defjgn.  It  is  true,  this 
march  cut  off  all  communication  between  himfelf  and 
his  brother  Henry ;  but  that  was  remedied  by  the 
admirable  conduCt  of  his  royal  highnefs ;  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fucceffes  of  the  imperialifts  in  Saxony, 
and  their  being  drove  from  thence  by  general  Wunfch, 
J  lb  all  referve  for  the  fubjeCt  of  another  chapter. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


Campaign  in  north  America.  General  Amherjl  commander 
in  chief.  Plan  of  operations.  Expedition  under  gene¬ 
ral  Amherjl  to  the  northward .  Ticcnderoga  and  Crown 
Point  abandoned.  Their  importance.  Expedition  againjl 
Niagara .  General  Prtdeaux  killed .  Sir  William 

Johnfon  fucceeds  him  in  the  command.  Defeats  the 
french.  Takes  Niagara.  Its  importance .  Affairs  in 
England.  Preparations  in  France  for  an  invafion. 
Meafures  of  the  britijb  minifry .  Several  fquadrons 

fail.  Havre  de  Grace  bombarded  by  admiral  Rodney . 
Toulon  fleet  fails.  Battle  of  Lagos-bay.  Bofcawen  de¬ 
feats  de  la  Clue ,  the  french  admiral .  Mejfage  to  the 

Commons.  Grants . 


OUR  campaigns  had  palled  in  north  America, 


without  having  obtained  thofe  advantages  which 
might  reafonably  have  been  expected,  from  the  great 
force  employed.  But  as  the  miniftry  in  England 
feemed  determined  to  profecute  the  war  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  with  all  poffible  vigor,  more  fanguine 
hopes  were  now  conceived  from  the  operations  there  } 
and  efpecially  as  the  chief  command  was  conferred 
on  a  young  officer  of  diftinguiffied  merit,  who  had 
exerted  himfelf  fo  greatly  at  the  taking  of  Louif- 
burg  :  General  Amherft  now  commanded  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

It  had  been  determined  in  England,  that  the  free 
of  the  war  there  ffiould  be  new  modelled  *,  in- 
ftead  of  making  but  one  real  attack  on  the  enemy, 
and  feveral  falie  ones,  it  was  now  refolved,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  attempt  Quebeck,  by  the  river  Stc 
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Lawrence,  whilft  a  great  force  attacked  Crown  Point, 
and  a  third  expedition  was  undertaken  againft  Nia¬ 
gara.  By  ailing  in  fo  vigorous  a  manner,  it  was  ex- 
peited  that  the  enemy  would  prove  much  weaker  than 
hitherto,  when  they  were  enabled  to  colleit  their  force 
to  defend  a  fingle  place. 

General  Amherft  himfelf  commanded  the  army, 
that  was  deftined  to  act  againft  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,  which  amounted  to  about  12,000  men, 
regulars  and  provincials.  He  was  in  motion  very 
early ;  having  employed  the  latter  end  of  the  winter 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fpring  in  preparing  for  the 
expedition.  So  early  as  the  firft  of  may,  many  of 
>  his  troops  were  in  motion,-  and  he  arrived  himfelf  at 
Albany  the  12th  ;  he  fet  out  from  fort  Edward  the 
3d  of  June,  having  polled  all  the  regular  regiments 
on  the  road  thither,  to  affift  in  bringing  up  the  pro- 
vifions  in  the  bat  toes.  General  Gage  was  left  at  Al¬ 
bany  to  bring  up  the  rear.  They  arrived  at  the  fort 
the  1 2th.  The  greateft  care  was  taken  by  the  general 
in  his  march  through  the  woods  to  prevent  a  furprife  • 
confiderable  parties  were  continually  difpatched  every 
way  to  fcour  the  country,  and  inure  the  provincials 
and  new  raifed  troops  to  marching,  and  the  other 
parts  of  the  fervice.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
the  battoes,  and  other  boats,  in  which  the  army  was 
to  crofs  the  lake,  were  brought  up.  On  the  21ft,  ge¬ 
neral  Amherft,  with  brigadier  general  Gage,  and  a 
large  part  of  the  army  left  fort  Edward  ;  it  was  the 
end  of  the  month  before  they  reached  lake  George, 
on  which,  by  degrees,  the  battoes  and  other  veftels 
were  embarked.  This  lake,  which  the  french  call 
lake  Sacrament,  is  a  water  near  40  miles  long,  but 
narrow  in  proportion  ;  enclofed  on  every  fide  with 
marfhy  grounds,  it  communicates  with  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  by  another  long  and  very  narrow  ftreight  :  and 
this  ftreight  is  defended  on  each  fide  by  a  fort,  that 
towards  lake  George  is  called  Ticonderoga,  that  next 
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lake  Champlain  is  called  by  the  french  fort  Frederick 
and  by  us  Crown  Point,  both  of  them  being  extremely 

f  ,  s’ .  f  1  ieir  f  tuation,  and  having  many'  con- 
fiderable  works  built  about,  them.  It  took  Gene¬ 
ral  AmherR  a  confiderable  time  to  get  up  his  ar¬ 
tillery  ammunition,  Rores,  and  provifions,  and  to 
embark  them  on  the  lake  ;  however,  in  fpite  of  a 
thoufand  difficulties,  the  whole  army  embarked  the 
2  lit  ot  july,  and  arrived  with  very  little  difficulty 
before  1  iconderoga  ;  at  RrR  the  french  made  fome 
appearance  as  if  they  meant  to  defend  the  place. 
Put  they  found  in  general  AmherR,  an  enemy  of 
much  greater  abilities,  than  any  they  had  before  op- 
pofed  in  this  part  of  the  world  ;  they  faw,  that  every 
operation  was  conduced  with  a  prudence  equal  to 
the  force  employed,  and  having  little  hopes  of  re- 
JiRing  the  enghfla  army  long,  they  abandoned  their 
lines  at  Ticonderoga  the  23d  of  July  ;  general  Am¬ 
herR  maiched  into  them  with  his  grenadiers  with  bay¬ 
onets  fixed.  This  drew  the  fire  of  the  fort  on  them 
with  cannon  and  mortars,  but  they  did  no  execution! 
Having  fucceeded  thus  far,  the  general  fet  about  for- 
tifying  it,  as  its  fituation  rendered  it  a  poR  of  infinite 
confequence,  either  for  the  profecution  of  his  further 
operations,  or  for  covering  a  retreat,  in  cafe  bad  fuc- 
cefs  made  one  necefiary.  The  only  lofs  we  fuflained 
in  this  acquifition  was  that  of  colonel  Townffiend,  a 

young  officer  of  great  hopes,  who  was  killed  by  a  can¬ 
non  ball. 

General  AmherR  waited  a  few  days,  before  he  at¬ 
tacked  Crown  Point,  for  his  artillery  ;  but  his  troops 
in  the  mean  time  were  thoroughly  employed,  in  car- 
rving  on  the  approaches  neceflary,  and  making  ready 
the  batteries  to  receive  their  guns :  although  he  had 
great  realon  to  believe,  that  the  french  would  abandon 
this  fort,  as  they  had  done  the  other  ;  yet  he  refolved 
to  truR  nothing  to  fortune,  but  take  his  meafures  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame,  as  if  he  was  fure  to  meet  with  a  def- 
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perate  defence.  His  artillery  came  up  by  degrees, 
and  when  he  was  juft  on  the  point  of  attacking  the 
fort,  the  french  general,  M.  Bourlemaque  abandoned 
it,  retiring  with  about  3500  men  and  100  cannon  to 
the  bottom  of  lake  Champlain  •,  and  ported  himfelf 
at  the  ifland  called,  Ifle  du  Noix.  Before  he  evacu- 
ated  the  fortrefs,  he  charged  all  the  mortars,  guns, 
mufkets,  &c.  up  to  the  very  muzzles,  with  powder 
and  fhot,  fixing  port-fufees  to  their  vents,  and  then 
fetting  fire  to  the  buildings  of  the  fort,  left  it ;  which 
made  it  impoflible  to  approach  it,  without  great  dan¬ 
ger  ;  but  a  lerjeant  of  regulars  defired  the  general's 
permifiion  to  cut  down  the  colours,  which  were  then 
flying  amongft  the  flames,  and  being  permitted,  he 
brought  them  off  fafe,  for  which  he  was  rewarded 
with  ten  guineas.  Mr.  Amherfl:  marched  into  the 
fort,  the  4th  of  auguft ;  and  direCtly  fet  about  re¬ 
pairing  it,  as  he  had  done  at  Ticonderoga,  -where  col. 
Montrefor  was  left  to  finifh  the  fort,  and  command 
all  the  troops  polled  from  thence  to  Albany.  The 
artillery,  &c.  taken  at  thefe  two  fortrelfes  was  very 
confiderable,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  am¬ 
munition  of  all  forts. 

The  importance  of  this  conqueft,  was,  till  lately, 
very  little  known.  It  refults  entirely  from  its  filia¬ 
tion  ;  (landing  at  the  head  of  lake  Champlain,  by 
which  there  is  a  navigation  to  it  from  all  parts  of 
Canada.  A  id  nail  point  of  land,  furrounded  by  this 
lake  on  every  fide,  and  fecured  by  a  moat  towards 
the  land,  with  the  fortifications  raifed  there  by  the 
french,  is  what  was  called  by  them,  fort  Frederick, 
and  by  us  Crown  Point.  It  lies  mid-way,  between 
Albany  and  Montreal,  the  two  chief  places  on  our 
frontiers,  and  thofe  of  the  french.  While  it  was  in 
their  poffeffion,  it  effectually  covered  Canada,  by 
blockading  up  our  pafiage  in  that  country  ;  while  it 
jead  the  french  directly  into  New  England,  and  New 
York,  as  was  feverely  found  by  thofe  colonies,  in  the 

beginning 


Ninnil,'8  of.tl,is  when  the  frencll  let  loofe  their 

Shte."’  Wit  r  rUrn  «* ™B- 

"*  have  begun  the 

portance  To  clearly,  that  they  immediately  fet  about 
-  rengthenmg  it,  and  collecting  a  great  force  abnnr 

fichtv'n'?  m0it  maMrial  ftren8th  co"r*d  the  d” 
nculty  of  getting  at  xt  *  before  this  war,  there  wet 

no  roads  through  thole  extenfive  woods,  which  are 

between  xt  and  the  fettled  pafts  of  our  colonies .  bar 

wi  "le  hfr" e  f  ergh  f0r  tl,eir  Mans,  whofe 
whole  life  is  fpent  in  hunting  in  fhPm  t  n  ,  , 

this  fort  wa^il, fn7j 

'  New  Yo  k'fel01"'  “'°?f  °f  Ncw  E"lla"d,  and 

IN ew  York,  a  c]ear  proof  how  much  thg  cej  b  , 

mimfter,  who  then  governed  Great  Britain,  knew  his 

rs :  mrft’ knowins * 

0lected  it.  It  is  to  him,  we  owe  in  a  great  Dart  the 
ex, lienee  of  this  war,  and  all  that  imSStf 
debts  and  expences  occafioned  by  it. 

ch tft hit thefe  -°perati°ns  of  the  commander  in 
C  ,  ’  thofe  111  other  parts  of  America  were  no  lefts' 

Sri  \  havc  before  hinted’  that  one  part 

french  fort  at  Niagara.  General  Prideaux  com- 
•J"dneC  in.  th‘s  exPedition  ;  the  provincials  and 

TohnfonUndThh,r1  ^  c°mmanded  by  Sir  William 
John  Ion.  The  fxege  was  but  juft  formed,  when  bri- 

gachcr  general  Prideaux  -was  killed  by  the  burfting  of 

a  cohorn  which  happened  the  20th  of  July.  On  his  • 

lohnfnn  C?mm^  °{}he  a™7  devolved  on  general  ' 
Johnlon,  who  continued  to  purfue  the  deceafed  ^ene- 

ials  vigorous  meafures,  with  the  greateft  alacrity 

c  was  enabled  to  do  this,  in  a  country  where  the 

provincials  and  indians  are  of  fuch  great  fervice 

not  only  by  his  own  abilities,  but  by  the  o-reat 

intereft  he  has  amongft  them.  He  pufhed°the 
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fiege  with  fo  much  ardor,  that  in  a  few  days  he  had 
erected  his  third  battery  within  an  hundred  yards 
of  the  flag  baftion.  The  french  alarmed  at  thefe  vi¬ 
gorous  operations,  began  to  be  in  pain  for  the  place  ; 
they  therefore  collected  all  their  regular  troops  and 
provincials,  which  they  had  about  the  lakes,  amount¬ 
ing  to  near  2000  men,  and  joining  to  thefe  a  large 
body  of  indians,  they  advanced  to  give  the  englifh 
battle. 

General  Johnfon  having  intelligence  from  his  indi¬ 
ans  of  their  approach,  made  a  difpofition  -  to  prevent 
their  throwing  fuccours  into  the  fort.  The  23d  in  the 
evening,  he  ordered  the  light  infantry,  and  piquets  of 
the  line,  to  lie  near  the  road  on  his  left,  leading  from 
the  country  where  the  french  army  was  affembled  to 
the  fort.  Thefe  he  'reinforced  the  next  morning, 
with  the  grenadiers,  and  part  of  the  46th  regiment, 
all  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Mafiey. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Farquhar,  with  the  44th  battalion, 
was  ordered  to  the  tail  of  the  trenches,  to  fupport 
the  guard  commanded  by  major  Beckwith,  in  cafe 
the  garrifon  fhould  make  a  fally.  The  adtion  foon 
after  began,  with  that  horrid  fcream  of  the  indians, 
which  had  before  been  one  of  the  principal  caules  of 
general  Braddock’s  defeat,  by  ftriking  a  terror  into 
thofe  troops,  who  were  unaccuftomed  to  this  kind  of 
fighting-  but  now  the  englifh  army  was  fo  well  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  them  in  front,  and  their  indians  on 
the  flank,  that,  in  lefs  than  an  hour’s  time,  the 
whole  french  army  was  ruined.  The  number  of  the 
{lain  was  not  afcertaincd,  as  the  purfuit  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  five  miles.  Seventeen  officers  were  made 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  M.  d’Aubry,  chief 
and  M.  de  Lignery,  fecond  in  command.  After  this 
defeat,  which  was  in  fight  of  the  garrifon,  fir  William 
fent  major  Harvey  into  the  fort,  with  a  lift  of  the 
omcers  taken,  lecommending  it  to  the  Governor  to 
furrcndei ,  before  more  blood  was  filed,  and  while  he 
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had  it  in  his  power  to  reftrain  the  Indians*  The  go¬ 
vernor,  to  be  certain  of  fuch  a  defeat,  fent  an  officer 
Ot  his  to  fee  the  pnfoners  ;  they  were  ffiewn  to  him  ; 
which  had  fuch  an  effect,  that  he  capitulated  that 
very  night,  i  he  garrifon,  confifting  of  about  600 
men,  furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  con- 
dudled  to  New  lork.  The  fort  and  the  ftores, 

which  were  confiderable,  was  given  up  to  the  encffiffi 
troops.  D 

The  conaueft  of  this  fort  was  of  infinite  confe- 
quence  to  the  Security  of  the  engliffi  colonies-,  it  is 
without  exception  the  moft  important  pafs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  by  its  fituation,  fecures  a  greater  number  of 
communications,  through  a  more  extenfive  country, 
than  perhaps  any  other  pafs  in  the  world.  It  is  in 
the  middle  of  the  country, of  the  fix  nations,  between 
then  chief  lettlements  and  their  many  dependants  and 
confederates,  and  in  a  manner  entirely  commands 
them  all  ;  having  on  one  fide  the  mountains,  which 
abound  in  game  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  great  lakes, 
and  being  furrounded  every  way,  by  one  or  the  other' 
v/:th  the  whole  continent  open  to  it  on  the  weft,  and 
our  colonies  on  the  eaft ;  fo  that  none  can  pafs  that 
way,  or  have  any  accefs  to  the  interior  parts  of  north 
America,  without  eroding  endlefs  mountains  on  one 
hand,  or  broad  Teas  on  the  other,  but  by  the  narrow 
pafs  of  Niagara,  and  an  unfrequented  path  at  the 
heads  of  the  Ohio,  which  lead  up  that  river.  The 
only  communication  between  Canada  and  Louifiana, 
and  the  country  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  is  by  Nia¬ 
gara  ;  all  the  other  encroachments,  except  Crown 
Point,  quite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Miffippi  are  fup- 
plied  from  Canada,  and  confequently  by  this  pafs. 
By  the  advantage  of  its  fituation,  it  alfo  gives  its  pof- 
fefifors  the  benefit  of  the  fur  trade,  with  a  multitude 
of  indian  nations,  lpread  far  and  near  over  the  whole 
continent  of  north  America;  and  alio  the  navigation 
of  all  the  great  feas  of  frefh  water,  called  the  five 
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lakes  of  Canada,  to  the  extent  of  1300  miles.  In 
fliort,  it  prevents  or  fecures  the  junction  of  the  two 
french  colonies  in  Canada  and  Louifiana ;  laid  our 
colonies  open  to  the  ineurfions  both  of  the  french 
and  their  indians,  whilft  it  was  in  their  hands  j  and 
fecures  them  from  both,  if  in  our  pofleflion. 

As  to  thofe  immenfe  lakes,  which  are  all  in  a  man¬ 
ner  commanded  by  this  fort,  the  reader  need  only 
call  his  eyes  on  a  map  of  north  America,  to  be 
«onvinced  of  their  importance.  They  afford  by  far 
the  molt  noble  and  extenfive  inland  navigation  in  the 
world.  Whoever  is  the  mafter  of  them  muft,  fooner 
or  later,  command  that  whole  continent  They  are 
all  furrounded  by  a  fine  and  fruitful  country,  in  a 
temperate  and  pleafant  climate.  The  day  may  pol- 
fibly  come,  when  this  noble  country,  which  one  would 
think  is  calculated  for  univerfal  empire,  will  fufficient- 
ly  difplay  its  own  importance. 

The  affairs  of  Great  Britain  in  Europe,  were  equally 
glorious  5  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  now  accuftom- 
ed  to  fuccels,  which  diffufed  a  general  joy  over  the 
whole  kingdom,  the  morejuft,  as  it  was  well  founded. 
The  parliament,  the  miniftry,  and  every  order  of  the 
people,  vied  with  each  other  in  promoting  the  intereft 
of  their  country.  What  proved  a  great  fpur  to  this 
unanimity,  was  the  vaft  preparations  that  were  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  the  ports  of  France,  with  defign  to  invade 
Great  Britain.  I  hree  different  embarkations  were  to 
be  undertaken.  M.  Thurot,  who  had  been  fo  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  command  of  a  french  privateer,  the  mar- 
flial  de  Belleifle,  in  deftroying  the  englifh  trade,  was 
to  command  a  fmall  fquadron  of  royal  fhips,  and  fe- 
veral  tranfports,  from  Dunkirk,  which  were  intended 
fgainft  Scotland.  Great  preparations  were  makino- 
in  the  ports  of  Normandy,  for  a  fecond  embarkation 
again  ft  England,  in  flat  bottomed  boats  of  a  new 
conftru&ion,  many  of  which,  had  been  built  far 
that  purpofe.  The  third  expedition,  which  was  ima- 

c  2  gined 


MJ  ■■  &EY* 
. 


y.fl 

m 

W- 

& 
ISv- 

*  * 


i 


■ 


!' 


||y 

[ 


I 


\  '  f 


i?JS 


(  3S8  ) 

gmed  1°  be  againfc  Ireland,  was  preparing  in  the  ports 

n  S^;r7;  rthe  C^3rkati0n  be  madeVrom  Van- 

prenaHn J  r  d  c?vered  ^  a  formidable  fleet 
&  1  Arefi,  under  the  command  of  M.  de 

on,  ans  ;  a  great  body  of  troops*  was  afiembled  in 

that  province,  under  the  duke  d’Aguillon.  Had  all 

tncfe  expeditions  fucceeded  as  I  have  here  reprefented 

but^t  °  fn3|  t0  k?d  thdr  tr°°PS’  there  is  "o  doubt 

conf  n  d  rVC  r°Wn  Great  Britain  into  terrible 
contufion  5  and  it  is  impoflible  to  fay  what  would 

have  been  the  confequence.  \ 

But  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  were  taken  by  the 
rnimflry  in  England,  to  counteract  thefe preparations- 
A  Iquadron  uncier  commodore  Boys  was  ftationed  be- 

fmr  rohn'h  ,Admiral  Rodney,  with  a  fecond  was 

h  ,  ?T  r  f,d  ,Havrc  de  Grace'  Admiral  fir  Ed- 
rc  Hawive  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft  with 

a  very  ftrong  fquadron  ;  and  a  fmaller  kept  a  watch 

rereived  *£  °  The  firft  advices  .that  were 

Rod  rev  T?  ^  '  fieets  were  from  admiral 

J,;  Jhe  jfluadron  under  his  command,  con- 

-  ing  Oj  four  imps  o f  the  line,  two  frigates  two 

oops  and  fix  bomb  veffels,  failed  from  St.  He’llen’s 

6  i’c  °  JuIb  and  anchored  the  next  clay  in  the  great 
road  of  Havre,  the  admiral  placed  the  bombs  tn 

*  By  an  account  which  the  french  court  publifhed  of  their  arm  a 
,  ’  it  appeared,  that  the  number  of  troops  to  be  employed  on 

he  invafion  amounted  to  53,000  men,  confiding  of  63  battalions 

Iter  :hco  h0,,<ring  crlry>  viz- 200  -4“ 

bn?r  |  ,  V  }0  l?orfe  grena<fiers,  200  gen  d’armes  and  li<dn 
boric,  2500  horfe,  making  eight  regiments,  2400  dragoons,  2600 

Icgion-royale,  a.  diene,  &c.  The  prince  of  Conti  commanded 

Prince  de  Soubife,  7 

Count  de  Thoniond,  {  Fie,d  marftals. 

Eight  lieutenant  generals,  I2  major  generals,  18  brio-adier  <rene 

rub,  20  (hips  of  the  line,  12  frigates,  8  firelhips,  6°chebecs  8 

a?fY\S  ’  5°°  tranfports,  20  phyficians,  loo  fum-eons  \o 
apo.hccanes,  2  chaplains  in  each  Ihip,  0  ’  ^ 

tile 
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the  narrow  channel  of  the  river,  leading  to  Harfleur, 
it  being  the  mod  proper  and  only  place  to  do  execu¬ 
tion  from.  About  feven  in  the  evening,  two  of  the 
bombs  were  ftationed,  as  were  all  the  reft  early  the 
next  morning,  and  continued  to  bombard  for  52 
hours,  without  intermillion,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the 
town  was  feveral  times  in  flames  ;  and  their  maga¬ 
zine  of  ftores  for  the  flat  bottomed  boats,  burnt  with 
very  great  fury  for  upwards  of  fix  hours,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  continual  efforts  of  feveral  hundred  men 
to  extinguilh  it ;  and  many  of  the  boats  were  over¬ 
turned  and  damaged  by  the  explofion  of  the  flrells. 
During  the  attack,  the  trench  troops  appeared  very 
numerous,  were  continually  erefting  new  batteries, 
and  throwing  up  intrenchmenrs  *  their  confternation 
was  fo  great,  that  all  the  inhabitants  left  the  town. 

This  fervice  was  performed  with  very  inconfiderable 
lols  in  the  fquadron. 

.  ^art  of,  the  Pencil  plan  of  an  invafion  confifted 
in  being  able  to  bring  round  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  fhip<5 
which  they  had  equipped  at  Toulon,  from  thence  to 
crel.,  to  unite  all  their  ftrength  at  that  port.  To 
prevent  this,  admiral  Bofcawen  *  had  been  ftationed 
before  the  harbour  of  Toulon  to  block  it  up.  But 
tome  unfavourable  weather,  and  the  foulnefs  of  his 
fhips,  obliged  him  to  retire  to  Gibraltar  to  refit: 
the  french  took  this  opportunity  to  flip  out  and 

Rpr°Ceeded  with  Sreat  diligence  to  the  {freights. 
Mr.  Bofcawen,  in  the  mean  time  had  very  nea^got 
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his  fliips  ready  to  fail  j  and  that  the  french  fleet  might 
not  eicape  him,  he  ordered  the  Lime  and  Gibraltar, 
(the  only  frigaties  ready)  the  firft  to  cruifeoff  Malaga, 
and  the  laft  from  Eftepona  to  Ceuta  Point,  to  give 
him  notice  of  their  approach.  On  the  17th  of  au- 
guft,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the  Gibraltar  made  the 
fignal  of  their  appearance  •„  the  admiral  was  fo  very 
expeditious,  that  he  got  under  fail  out  of  the  bay,  by 
ten,  with  his  whole  fquadron,  of  fourteen  fail  of  the 
line,  and  two  firefnips.  At  day-light,  he  faw  the 
Gibraltar,  and  feven  fail  of  large  Chips  lying  to  ;  but 
on  his  not  anfwering  their  fignal,  they  made  fail 
from  him.  As  there  was  a  frefh  gale,  the  englifh 
fleet  came  up  with  them  faff,  till  about  noon,  when 
it  fell  little  wind.  About  half  an  hour  paft  two,  fome 
of  the  headmoft  Chips  began  to  engage  ;  but  Mr. 
Bofcawen  could  not  get  up  to  the  french  admiral’s 
ibip,  the  Ocean,  till  near  four,  when  he  began  to 
engage  her.  In  about  half  an  hour  his  own  Chip,  the 
Namure’s  mizen  mad,  and  both  top-fail  yards  were 
loot  away  ;  the  Ocean  then  made  all  the  fail  fhe  could. 
The  englifh  admiral  drifted  his  flag  to  the  Newark, 
and  foon  after  the  Centaur,  of  74  guns,  flruck.  He 
purfued  all  night;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
law  only  four  fail  {landing  in  for  land,  (two  of  their 
bed  Tailors  having  altered  their  courfe  in  the  night). 
About  nine,  the  Ocean  ran  on  ffiore  amongft  the 
breakers,  and  the  three  others  anchored.  Admiral 
Bofcawen  feat  the  Intrepid  and  America  to  burn  the 
Ocean  ;  the  former  could  not  get  in,  but  the  latter 
performed  the  fervice  alone :  On  his  firft  firing  at  the 
Ocean,  flie  flruck  ;  the  englifh  captain  fent  his  offi¬ 
cers  on  board  ;  but  M.  de  la  Clue,  the  french  admiral, 
having  loft  one  leg,  and  the  other  being  much  wound¬ 
ed,  had  been  landed  about  half  an  hour,  and  died 
foon  after.  Captain  Kirk,  of  the  America,  finding 
it  imgoffible  to  bring  the  Ocean  off,  fet  her  on  fire. 
Captain  Bentley,  of  the  Warfpite,  was  ordered  againft 
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the  Temeraire,  of  74  guns,  and  brought  her  off  with 
little  damage,  the  officers  and  men  all  on  board.  At 
the  fame  time,  vice-admiral  Broderick,  with  his  di- 
vifion  of  the  englifh  fleet,  burnt  the  Redoubtable, 
lier  officers  and  men  having  quitted  her,  being  bulg¬ 
ed  ;  and  brought  the  Modefte  of  64  guns  off,  with 
very  little  damage.  The  fcattered  remains  of  their 
fleet  *,  with  difficulty  got  into  the  harbour  of  Cadiz, 
where  they  remained  a  confiderable  time  blocked 
up. 

This  victory,  fo  advantageous  to  Great  Britain, 
was  purchafed  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  Amongfl:  the 
englifh  fhips  were  no  more  than  56  killed,  lq 6  wound¬ 
ed  ;  13  of  the  former,  and  44  of  the  latter  were 
on  board  Mr.  Bofcawen’s  fliip,  which  had  more 
of  each,  than  any  other  in  the  fleet.  It  is  difficult 
to  fay,  which  was  greateft,  the  cowardice  of  the 
french,  or  the  bravery  of  the  englifh.  Had  de  la 
Clue  formed  a  line,  and  fought  Bofcawen  regular¬ 
ly,  it  is  thought  by  m^ny  he  would  have  elcaped 
much  better  than  he  did.  The  englifli  fleet  had  the 
fuperiority  only  of  two  fhips  of  the  line,  but  the 


Which  at  firft  eonlifted  of  the  following  fliips : 
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french  fhips  were  much  larger  in  bulk,  and  had  a  fu*. 
penonty  in  number  of  men;  fo  that  on  the  whole, 
the  two  fleets  were  pretty  near  of  equal  force.  The 
cowardice  or  incapacity  of  M.  de  Clue  was  manifeft, 
had  his  fleet  been  rather  inferior,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  admiral  to  form  his  line  and  fight,  inftead  of 
ieparating  his  fhips  and  running  away  ;  but  this  blow 
V...S  as  g  onous  to  Britain,  as  it  was  .difgraceful  to 
France.  It  weakened  the  force  with  which  they  in¬ 
tended  to  execute  the  invafion  ;  and,  what  was  of 
more  confluence,  confiderably  funk  the  fpirits  of  the 

french  failors,  who  found  how  unequal  they  were  in 
action  to  the  englifh. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  was  omitted  in  England 
to  render  abortive  the  defigns  of  the  french.  For 
this  purpofe,  his  majefly  fent  the  following  meiTa«e 
to  the  houle  of  commons,  on  the  21ft  of  may,  bv 
Mr.  fecretary  Pitt.  1  } 


“  GEORGE,  R. 

His  majefly,  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and 
aflection  of  his  faithful  commons,  and  confiderino- 
that,  in  this  critical  juncture,  emergencies  may  arife, 
which  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  if  pro¬ 
per  means  fhould  not  immediately  be  applied  to 
prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  defirous,  that  this  houfe 
will  enaole  him  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences 
of  the  war,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  1 759’  ar*d  to  take  all  fuch  meafures 
as  may  be  necefiary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  en- 
tei  prizes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  affairs  may  require.” 

7  he  houfe  of  commons  took  this  mefiage  into  con- 
fideration  diredtly  ;  and  oh  the  24th,  refolved  that 
tq.eie  fhould  be  granted  to  his  majefly,  for  the  pur- 

pofes 


(  393  ) 

pofes  mentioned  therein,  one  million  upon  account 
So  large  a  fum  voted  unanimoufly  was  an  unquedion- 

able 


*  Grants  for  the  year  1759. 

For  60,000  Teamen,  including  1 4,845  marines,  and  ord¬ 
nance  for  fea  fervice. 

For  52,343  men,  for  guards  and  garrifons,  and  other 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey,  and  Jerfey, 
For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officers,  and  officers 
of  the  hofpital. 

For  the  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  and  Gi¬ 
braltar,  and  for  proviiions  for  the  garrifons  in  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Providence,  Cape  Breton, 
and  Senegal, 

for  four  regiments  of  foot  and  one  battalion,  on  the 
iriffi  eilablifhment,  ferving  in  North  America,  and 
Africa, 

For  the  office  of  the  ordnance  of  the  land  forces, 

For  the  extra-expen.ce  of  the  ordnance  in  1 758,  not 
provided  for. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half- pay  to  fea- 
officers, 

For  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
For  38,000  of  the  troops  of  Hanover,  Wolfenbuttle, 
Saxe  Gotha,  Buckeburg,  with  the  general  and  haff- 
officers, 

For  19,012  heffians,  with  the  general  and  Half  officers 
of  the  hofpital,  and  train  of  artillery,  purfuant  to 
treaty. 

Towards  defraying  the  charges  of  forage,  &c.  for  the 
army  under  prince  Ferdinand, 

Towards  paying  off  the  debt  of  the  navy, 

For  allowance  to  the  officers  and  private  men  of  the 
horfe  guards,  and  regiments  of  horfe  reduced,  and 
the  fuperannuated  men  of  the  horfe  guards, 

To  the  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines, 
For  the  penfions  of  the  widows  of  ditto,  married  before 
december  25,  1716, 

To  the  king  of  Pruffia,  purfuant  to  the  convention. 

To  the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  purfuant  to  treaty. 
To  defray  the  like  fum  raifed  lait  feffions,  and  charged 
upon  the  firft  aids. 

For  building,  re-building,  and  repairing  his  majefty’s 
Blips, 

For  the  out  jjpnfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital* 
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able  Pi  oof  what  great  harmony  reigned  in  every  part 

TonnJ^’T0"  adminiltration  ;  fo  much  the 
contraft  of  what  was  to  be  feen  in  France,  where  the 

miniftry 


For  widening  and  enlarging  the  paffage  over  London 
bridge, 

To  the  foundling  hofpital, 

Lor  tranfport  fervice  and  victualling  the  land  forces  for 

For  fupporting  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  i7rq 
For  defraying  the  charges  of  fupporting  ditto,  in  iyc7 
for  the  civil  eftahJifhment  of  Georgia,  from  june  I7c8 
to  ditto,  1 759,  1  '  ■>  9 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  additional  duty 

on  licences  for  retailing  wine,  the  duty  on  coals  ex- 
ported,  &c.  july,  1758, 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  duty  on  glafs  and 
fpirituous  liquors, 

For  fupporting  the  britifh  forts  on  the  coafts  of  Africa 
To  Roger  Long  D.  D.  9 

For  paying  and  cloathing  the  militia,  to  March  2c 
1760, 

For  the  extra  expences  of  land  forces,  Sec.  in  17c 8  not 
provided  for,  ^  9 

For  fortifying  Chatham  dock. 

For  fortifying  Portfmouth  town. 

For  fortifying  Plymouth  citadel. 

For  fortifying  Milford  haven. 

For  paying  the  debts  upon  the  efiate,  forfeited  to  the 
crown  upon  the  attainder  of  lord  John  Drummond,' 

To  the  Eafl-india  company,  for  defending  their  fettle- 
ments, 

To  the  provinces  in  north  America,  for  the  expences  of 
troops  raifed  by  them. 

To  the  innholders  on  which  the  helfian  troops  were  bil- 
letted  in  1 758, 

For  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the  judges  in  Great 
Britain, 

To  the  widows  of  Nicholas  Hardinge,  efq.  for  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  an  account,  for  printing  the  journals  of  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

For  intereftof  money  laid  out,  to  purchafe  land  about 
Chatham,  Portfmouth,  and  Plymouth, 

For  purchafing  lands  about  ditto, 

To  defray  any  expence  of  the  war,  in  1759, 
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mlniflry  found  it  a  matter  of  the  greateft  difficulty 
to  raife  money,  even  when  they  tried  the  moft  op- 
prefive  methods  •,  The  exhaufted  ftate  of  that  king¬ 
dom  became  every  day  more  manifeft,  owing  to  the 
vaft  Ioffes  their  trade  had  fuftained. 

It  is  now  time  to  take  a  view  of  the  opei  ations  of 
the  two  armies  on  the  Wefer,  where  we  (hall  find  Bri¬ 
tain  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  where  it  was 
kaft  expected. 
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j  T  a.  Mr  / "  '  y '  J-vJ-unjiCT  VLOCRaa- 

cd.  Invefiiture  of  duke  Ferdinand  with  the  order  of  the 


T  the  Hanoverian  army  under  duke  Ferdinand 
J.  of  Erunfwick,  juft  arrived  in  the  camp  at  Peter- 
fhagen,  and  that  of  France,  under  marfhal  de  Con- 
tades,  in  their  camp  near  Minden.  This  pofition 
of  tne  french,  was  chofe  with  great  judgment,  and 
the  advantages  refulting  from  it,  were  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance,  that  nothing  could  be  attempted  againft 
them.  The  ftrength  of  their  camp  prevented  its  be¬ 
ing  attacked  ;  their  right  extended  near  Minden,  their 
left  was  defended  by  a  fteep  mountain  ;  their  rear  was  ‘ 
guarded  by  a  rivulet,  and  feveral  ridges  of  hills  and 
in  their  front  was  a  marfh,  inacceffible  only  in  a  nar¬ 
row  paftage,  which  led  into  the  plain  of  Minden. 

1  he  fituation  of  this  camp,  rendered  it  impoftible  for 
the  duke  to  attack  it ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  nothin^ 
but  a  battle  could  poftibly  prevent  the  french  army 
from  taking  up  their  winter  quarters  in  the  electorate 
O;  Hanover,  Contades  had  it  in  his  power  to  ftay  in 
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the  camp  at  Minden  as  long  as  he  pleafed,  as  all  the 
country  in  his  rear  was  in  his  poffeffion,  and  from 
whence  he  could  draw  his  forage  and  provifions, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign;  whereas  duke 
Ferdinand  being  fo  much  inferior  in  force  to  the 
french,  would  be  obliged  to  retreat,  whenever  mar- 
fhal  Contades  fhould  think  proper  to  advance.  This 
was  the  opinion  of  the  french  generals,  and  it  was 
feared  in  England,  that  their  fchemes  would  prove  but 
too  fuccefsful.  The  greateft  gloom  fpread  over  the 
eleftorate  *,  the  archieves,  and  every  thing  valuable 
was  removed  from  Hanover  to  Stade  ;  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  once  more  expected  and  dreaded  a  french  army 
being  quartered  on  them. 

In  the  mean  time  duke  Ferdinand,  attentive  to 
every  motion  of  the  french,  and  every  advantage  of 
their  prefent  fituation,  faw  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
attack  them  in  their  camp  ;  but  as  a  battle  alone  could 
retrieve  the  affairs  of  the  allies,  the  point  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  compafs,  was  to  draw  them  out  of  it  into 
the  plain,  as  he  might  there  fight  them  on  more  equal 
terms ;  but  the  movements  which  were  neceffary  to 
effeft  this,  were  extremely  hazardous  and  difficult  to 
an  army  fo  much  inferior  as  his  ferene  highnefs’s  ; 
but  dangerous  as  they  were,  he  refolved  to  execute 
them. 

The  27th  of  july,  he  detached  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Brunfwick,  with  6000  men,  to  make  a 
compafs  towards  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  and  to 
poft  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  off  the 
communication  of  their  convoys  from  Paderborn. 
The  duke’s  army  did  not  amount  to  40,000  men, 
when  he  lent  off  the  detachment,  whereas  the  french 
army  was  near  90,000  ftrong  ;  the  weakening  his 
force,  before  fo  much  inferior  to  his  enemy,  con¬ 
vinced  the  french  generals  that  his  ferene  highnefs  did 
not  intend  to  fight. 
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The  29th,  duke  Ferdinand  left  his  camp  at  Peter- 
fhagen,  and  marched  toward  Hillen,  a  village  con- 
fiderably  to  his  right,  with  the  greatefl:  part  of  his 
army,  leaving  general  Wagenheim  behind  him  at 
Thornhaufen,  on  the  brink  of  the  Wefer,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops  under  his  command,  ftrong- 
ly  intrenched,  and  defended  by  a  numerous  artillery. 
The  duke,  as  loon  as  he  arrived  in  his  camp  at  Hil- 
len,  gave  orders  that  the  generals  fhould  take  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  the  nine  debouches,  by  which  the 
army  might  advance  to  form  in  the  plain  of  -Minden, 
that  they  might  be  well  acquainted  with  them,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  be  ordered  to  advance  in  front. 
And  at  the  fame  time  lord  George  Sackville,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  bricilh  forces  in  Germany,  was 
appointed  lieutenant  general  of  the  day.  The  31ft 
in  the  evening,  the  prince  further  ordered,  that  at 
one  o’clock  the  next  morning,  the  army  fhould  be 
ready  to  march  ;  that  the  cavalry  muft  be  faddled  ; 
the  artillery  horfes  harneffed,  and  the  infantry  gater- 
ed  ;  but  the  tents  were  not  to  be  ftruck,  nor  the  troops 
put  under  arms  till  further  orders. 

The  french,  in  the  mean  time,  were  very  attentive 
to  the  motions  and  defigns  of  prince  Ferdinand.  On 
the  31ft,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  a  grand  council  of 
war  was  held  at  marfhal  de  Contades’s  quarters,  con- 
lifting  of  all  the  generals  in  the  french  army  ;  and 
the  refult  of  it  was,  that  they  fhould  march  to  the 
enemy  that  very  night,  and  attack  them  at  day¬ 
break.  The  marfhal  gave  the  generals  the  order  of 
the  march,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  attack.  The 
army  was  to  move  in  eight  columns  to  the  ground, 
where  it  was  to  be  formed  in  battle  array,  which  was 
the  plain  before  Thornhaufen,  where  general  Wan- 
genheim  was  intrenched.  Marfhal  Contades  formed 
the  whole  plan  of  the  adtion,  upon  a  fuppofition,  that 
duke  Ferdinand  having  removed  the  greatefl:  part  of 
his  army  fo  far  to  the  right  of  Hillen,  was  at  too 

great 
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great  a  diftance  from  Vrongenheim,  to  fuccour  him  ; 
and  as  that  general’s  corps  was  but  weak,  it  was  not 
doubted,  but  it  would  prove  a  very  eafy  talk  to  defeat 
it  y  the  confequences  of  which  would  be,  that  prince 
Ferdinand’s  communication  with  the  Wefer  would 
abfolutely  be  cut  off,  which  was  the  very  thing  that 
the  french  aimed  at,  ever  fmce  the  battle  of  Bergen, 
without  being  able  to  effect  it. 

It  was  under  thefe  notions  that  marfhal  Contades 
left  his  advantageous  camp  on  the  ift  of  auguft, 
croffed  the  marfh,  and  moved  into  the  plain  of  Min- 
den,  to  attack  general  Wangenheim.  The  duke  of 
Broglio  was  charged  with  that  attack,  and  his  order 
bore,  that  after  routing  and  overwhelming  it,  he 
lhould  fall  on  the  left  flank  of  duke  Ferdinand’s  army, 
and  thereby  facilitate  the  attack  and  victory  of  the 
marfhal’s  grand  corps. 

The  whole  french  army  was  marching  into  the  plain 
of  Minden,  by  five  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
duke  of  Broglio’s  firft  line  confided  of  nine  battalions, 
his  fecond  of  nine,  and  his  referve  of  three.  His 
cavalry  was  pofted  in  two  columns,  behind  the  left  of 
his  infantry,  that  it  might  form  in  battle  array  to 
fupport  it  in  cafe  of  need.  This  corps  came  clofe 
to  the  Wefer.  Their  cavalry  formed  the  center 
of  the  french  army,  and  occupied  a  heath  ;  and  the 
infantry  of  their  left  extended  to  the  marfh  near  the 
village  of  Hahlen.  The  duke  of  Broglio’s  corps  was 
the  firft  that  arrived  at  its  poft  ;  but  before  he  had 
occupied  his  ground,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  fome 
time,  till  the  other  divifions  of  the  french  army  came 
up,  when  he  advanced  to  crofs  an  eminence,  which 
was  between  him  and  the  plain,  whereon  the  french 
army  was  to  be  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.  He  had 
no  fooner  arrived  at  the  top  of  this  eminence,  than 
he  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  amazement,  when  in- 
fteacl  of  Wangenheim’s  intrenchments  weakly  guard¬ 
ed,  he  beheld  the  whole  hanoverian  army,  drawn  up 
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wastfftro"eoffr0nt  CJ^he  late  french  camp.  This' 
vasaltrokeof  generalfhip  entirely  unexne&Vrt  Rn> 

•  1«  us  return  to  the  motions  of  duL  fSC,  who 
mannen  30  6  t0  ^  Cnemy  in  fuch  an  «quifite 

I  before  mentioned  that  the  duke  gave  orders  in 
he  even, ng  of  the  3iftof  july,  for  the  army  to  be 
ready  to  march  at  one  o’clock  the  next  morn  in  ^  •  and 

!  recom mended  it  to  all  the  advanced  ports  to 
\eiy  attcntive,  and  to  inform  him  of  the  leaft 
motion  tney  rtiould  obferve  during  the  night.  By 
fome  mi  flake  the  order  was  not  brought  to  lord  George 
SackviUe,  lo  that,  tnftead  of  the  horfes  bein^  faddled 
at  one  o  clock,  as  had  been  di reded,  they  were  not 
faddled  before  four.  The  night  parted  without  the 
duke  s  receiving  any  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  But 

tenpr,  h‘Cf  'n  th,e.morn,ng,  M.  de  Redan,  adjutant 
general,  informed  him  of  the  arrival  of  two  deferters, 

wi  h  the  news,  that  the  enemy’s  army  was  marching 

midnS  '‘"Ij  fd  ^  ^  Had  the  marft  ™ 

dmght.  Although  this  information  was  a  little 
exaggerated,  yet  how  important  foever  was  the  news 
they  brought,  it  chd  not  reach  the  duke  till  near  three 
in  the  morning,  whereas  the  deferters  arrived  at 

-  at.  ten  °’cI°ck  the  preceding  evening.  He 

immediately  lent  every  aid  de  camp  he  had  about 

him,  in  order  to  make  the  army  ftrike  their  tents, 
foim,  and  march  without  the  leaft  delay.  His  order  . 
was  fpeedily  put  in  execution,  although  it  was  not 
brought  to  lord  George  SackviUe,  by  another  miftake, 

,°  * iat  die  army  was  drawn  up  in  lines  before  he 
knew  any  thing  of  the  matter;  but  the  french  havino- 
i.ntcd  a  battery  at  hickhoift,  which  played  early  in 
die  morning,  on  fome  out  ports  on  the  right  of  the 
hanoverian  army,  with  intent  to  draw  the  attention 
0  d'c  punce  that  way,  the  firing  waked  his  lordlliip, 

and 
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snd  being  informed,  that  the  army  was  drawn  up 
he  immediately  repaired  to  the  head  of  the  line,  and 
the  whole  army  marched  in  eight  columns  from 
the  camp  at  Hille,  a  little  before  five  o’clock.  The 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing  formed  the  firft ;  the  heavy 
artillery  the  fecond ;  the  infantry  of  the  right,  the 
third  and  fourth  ;  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  center,  the 
fifth  i  the  infantry  of  the  left  wing  the  fixth  and  fe- 
venth  ;  and  the  eighth  column  confifted  of  the  cavalry 
of  the  left  wing.  General  Wangenheim’s  corps  hav¬ 
ing  moved  out  of  its  camp,  much  about  the  fame 
time,  through  the  openings  already  made  in  the  dyke 
Or  Landwehr,  was  formed  in  order  of  battle,  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  reft  of  the  army.  The  grenadiers 
of  his  corps  were  polled  upon  the  right  of  the  batteries 
at  Thornhaufen  ;  the  eight  battalions  of  infantry  in 
the  hedges  of  Kutenhaufen,  upon  the  right  of  the 
grenadiers  s  and  the  1 8  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  in  the 
open  fields  upon  the  right  ot  the  infantry.  Between 
lix  and  feven,  the  whole  allied  army  drew  up  in  order 
or  battle,  having  its  right,  confifting  of  cavalry,  un¬ 
der  lord  George  Sackville,  extended  towards  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Hartum  ;  its  center  was  compofed  of  infantry - 
and  its  left  of  general  Wangenheim’s  corps,  and  fome 
german  cavalry.  The  right  wing  had  on  its  left  a 
wood,  which  though  thin  and  open,  prevented  that 
wing  from  feeing  the  infantry  of  the  center :  the 
country  in  the  front  of  it  was  corn  fields,  for  fome 
diltance,  and  then  an  open  plain,  where  the  picquets 
of  the  army  under  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  as  lieutenant 

SrnuLi  the  °,a7  were  drawn  l]P’  near  the  village 
ot  Hahlen  ;  and  from  thence  were  difpatched  the  pic- 

quets  of  the  infantry,  with  two  howitzers,  to  get  pof- 
battaHons Hah  en’  wherein  theenemy  had  thrown  two 

This  was  the  pofition  of  the  allied  army,  when  the 

a. . q _  .  ^  J  | .  «  .  eminence  above- 

m.ntioned.  He  diredtly  acquainted  marfhal  Contadc 
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of  this  unexpected  appearance  •,  but  it  was  then  too 


late  to  recede.  Indeed  their  fituation  was  at  that  time 
very  difadvantageous  *,  they  were  cooped  up  between 
the  hanoverian  army,  the  morafs  and  the  Wefer. 
About  feven  o’clock  the  french  began  to  fire  upon  a 
battery  in  the  front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  allied 
army,  from  one  in  the  front  ot  their  left  wing ;  but 
as  loon  as  the  englifh  artillery  was  prepared,  (of  which 
that  battery  confided)  it  returned  their  fire,  and  in 
lefs  than  ten  minutes  filenced  the  enemy’s  guns. 

In  the  mean  time,  duke  ferdinand  finding  the 
french  flower  than  he  expedted,  ordered  the  infantry 
of  his  center  to  advance  againft  the  center  of  the 
french,  which  confided  of  the  flower  of  their  cavalry, 
and  who  anticipated  the  fhock  of  the  allies,  by  at¬ 
tacking  their  infantry.  The  whole  brunt  of  the  battle 
was  fudained  by  a  few  regiments  of  englifh  and  hano¬ 
verian  foot,  who  repul  fed  the  reiterated  and  fierce  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  french  cavalry,  with  a  firmnefs  hardly 
ever  equalled  j  and  having  been  expofed,  as  they 
marched  about  1500  paces  to  meet  the  enemy,  to  an 
extreme  fmart  cannonade  from  two  french  batteries 
(poded  at  fome  didance  from  each  other)  which  played 
on  them  obliquely  •,  but  notwithdanding  the  lofs  they 
fudained  by  this  cannonade,  before  they  could  get  up 
to  the  enemy,  notwithdanding  the  furious  and  lepeated 
attacks  of  all  the  french  cavalry,  notwithdanding  the 
efforts,  and  a  fire  of  mufketry,  well  kept  up  by  the 
enemy’s  infantry,  notwithdanding  their  being  expoied 
in  front  and  flank,  fuch  was  the  unfhaken  firmnels 
of  thefe  troops,  fuch  their  refolution,  deauinefs,  an 
expertnefs  in  their  maneuvre,  never  exceeded,  perhaps, 
never  equalled,  that  nothing  could  flop  them  ;  they 
cut  to  pieces  feveral  bodies  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  ' 
and  entirely  routed  the  whole  of  it.  The  faxon  foot, 
which  were  on  the  left  of  the  french  horie,  made  a 
fhow  of  coming  down  upon  thofe  conquering  regi 
ments,  and  attempted  to  fupport  their  broken  cava^jT  ’ 
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but  they  vanifhed  before  the  englifh  infantry.  Never 
did  troops  behave  in  a  more  intrepid  manner  ;  the 
englifh  regiments,  Kingfley’s,  Napier’s,  Stuart’s, 
Hufke’s  and  Brudenel’s ;  but  especially  the  three  for¬ 
mer  ;  the  hanoverian  guards,  and  Hardenberg’s  re¬ 
giment,  all  behaved  to  admiration.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  attack  which  the  french  made  on  the  left  of  the 
hanoverian  army,  and  on  the  corps  under  general 
Wangenheim,  was  attended  with  the  like  badfuccefs. 
The  latter  maintained  pretty  near  the  fame  pofition, 
during  the  whole  aftion.  1  he  batteries  eredled  under 
the  care  of  the  count  la  Lippe  Buckeburg,  grand 
mafter  of  the  artillery,  in  the  front  of  Thornhaufen, 
contributed  greatly  to  decide  the  fortune  of  the  day’ 
as  he  foon  filenced  two  batteries  of  the  enemy’s,  and 
made,  at  the  fame  time,  great  havock  among  the  Swifs, 
and  the  grenadiers  de  France. 

Juft  at  the  time,  when  the  center  of  the  french 
army  began  to  give  way,  which  was  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock,  his  ferene  highnefs  duke  Ferdinand 
fent  his  aid  du  camp,  captain  Wintzingerode,  to  lord 
George  Sackville,  with  orders  for  him  to  move  with 
the  cavalry  under  his  command,  through  the  thin 
wood  on  his  left,  then  to  form  on  the  heath,  in  the 
rear  of  the  infantry,  and  advance  to  fupport  it.  Lord 
George  mifunderftood  that  particular  of  his  order, 
which  required  him  to  march  through  the  trees  on  the 
l^ft  9  and  the  difpofitions  he  made  to  execute  this  or¬ 
der,  were  fuch,  as  if  tne  cavalry  were  to  move  ftrekdit 
forward.  He  ordered  captain  Hugo,  one  of  his  aid 
du  camps,  to  clear  his  front  of  the  Saxe-Got'na  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  which  had  been  pofted  there ;  he  or¬ 
dered  captain  Broome,  another  of  them,  to  go  for¬ 
ward,  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
fent  captain  Lloyd,  another  aid  du  camp,  to  find  out 
the  hanoverian  infantry,  and  report  to  him  their  fitu- 
ation.  In  about  feven  or  eight  minutes  after  Wint¬ 
zingerode  left  lord  George,  captain  Ligonier,  ano- 
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ther  aid  du  camp  to  prince  Ferdinand  arrived  with  a 
fecond  order,  for  the  cavalry  to  advance,  in  order  to 
profit  from  the  diforder  which  appeared  in  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  Ilis  lordfhip  then,  on  receiving  this,  drew 
his  fword,  and  gave  the  word  to  march  5  on  which 
the  cavalry  moved  a  few  paces  forward :  captain  Li- 
gonier  then  told  him,  it  was  to  the  left  he  was  to  march. 
At  that  minute,  lieutenant  colonel  Fitzroy,  third  aid 
du  camp  to  duke  Ferdinand,  came  up  and  delivered 
an  order  to  lord  George  Sackville,  for  the  britifh 
cavalry  only  to  advance  to  the  left,  upon  which  his 
lordfhip  turned  to  captain  Ligonier,  and  faid,  their 
orders  were  contradictory  ;  he  anfwered,  they  differed 
only  in  numbers,  the  deftination  of  his  march  was 
the  fame,  to  the  left.  Colonel  Fitzroy  offered  to  lead 
the  column  himfelf,  through  the  wood  on  the  left, 
where  he  imagined  they  might  pafs  two  fquadrons 
in  front  j  but  his  lordfhip  was  not  fatisfied  with  the 
order,  and  again  obferved,  that  it  was  different  from 
captain  Ligonier’s,  and  that  he  could  not  imagine 
the  prince  would  break  the  line  ;  and  the  two  aids 
de  camp  perfifted,  that  the  order  each  brought  was 
right ;  his  lordfiiip  then  defired  lieutenant  colonel 
Fitzroy  to  lead  him  to  the  prince,  that  he  might  have 
an  -explanation  of  the  orders  *,  which  was  accordingly 
done  *,  but  as  he  paffed  through  the  wood,  obferving 
that  it  was  not  lb  thick  as  he  before  imagined,  he 
fent  back  captain  Smith,  one  of  his  aids  de  camp,  to 
bring  up  the  britifh  cavalry.  Juft  before  his  lord¬ 
fhip  came  up,  the  duke  a  fecond  time  difpatched  lieut. 
colonel  Fitzroy,  with  orders  for  the  cavalry  to  advance 
as  faft  as  pofiible,  and  directed  him  to  carry  this  or¬ 
der  to  lord  Granby,  who  commanded  the  fecond  line 
of  cavalry.  It  was  immediately  executed,  and  lord 
George,  while  he  was  taking  the  prince’s  orders  fhewed 
him  that  line  of  cavalry  coming  through  the  wood. 
The  prince  gave  him  his  own  orders,  to  form  the  caval¬ 
ry  on  the  heath,  and  fuftain  the  infantry.  This  order 
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lord  George  Sackville,  proceeded  to  put  in  execution, 
and  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  line,  marched 
it  (after  it  had  got  through  the  wood )  to  the  rear  of 
a  body  of  infantry.  Thefe  were  all  the  movements 
which  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing  made  that  day, 
and  when  his  lordlhip  arrived  at  the  rear  of  the  in¬ 
fantry,  the  battle  was  over. 

About  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  french  army 
gave  way  :  a  general  confufion  foon  followed ;  and 
about  ten  the  whole  of  it  fled  in  diforder  :  part  took 
ihelter  under  cover  of  the  cannon  of  Minden,  and 
the  reft  made  the  beft  of  their  way  over  that  part  of 
the  marlh,  which  they  had  before  crofted,  and  broke 
down  the  bridges  to  prevent  their  being  purfued. 
The  duke  of  Broglio  covered  the  retreat :  he  occu¬ 
pied  with  his  infantry,  the  gardens  near  Minden 
foon  after  which,  his  cavalry  followed  the  main  body 
of  their  army.  Towards  the  end  of  the  battle,  the 
artillery  of  the  right  of  the  allied  army  was  marched 
forward  till  it  arrived  clofe  to  the  marlh,  and  then 
played  upon  the  french  army,  which  had  retreated 
into  its  old  camp,  when  they  left  it,  and  retired  fur¬ 
ther  back  behind  fome  high  grounds  near  Dutzen, 
with  their  right  extending  towards  the  Weler.  * 

The  battle  of  Minden  was  now  over,  but  the  con- 
fequences  hitherto,  were  far  from  being  fatal  to  the 
french  \  they  had  loft  a  great  number  of  men,  it  is 
true,  and  had  all  the  difgrace  of  a  total  defeat ;  but 
then  their  advantageous  fituation  was  ftill  of  the  fame 
confequence  to  them,  and  from  which  they  would  not 
have  been  drove,  had  not  prince  Ferdinand  detached 
the  hereditary  prince  to  cut  off  their  convoys,  which 
came  by  the  way  of  Paderborn  5  this  young  hero 
completed  the  defeat. 

The  duke  de  Briffac  commanded  a  body  of  fe- 
ven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  which  marlhal  Conta- 
des  had  polled  near  Coveldt,  to  guard  his  convoys, 
and  keep  pofleffion  of  the  paffes  in  his  rear  :  the  here- 
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ditary  prince  attacked  him  on  the  ift  of  auguft  •,  after 
making  the  following  difpofitions  :  the  pofition  of 
the  trench  was  inacceflible  in  front,  and  there  was  no 
other  way  to  come  at  them,  but  by  furrounding  their 
left ;  for  which  purpofe  three  attacks  were  formed, 
all  of  which  were  to  depend  on  the  fuccefs  of  that  on 
the  right  :  the  troops  deftined  for  which,  confifted  of 
three  battalions,  four  fquadrons  and  200  volunteers. 
Four  battalions,  one  fquadron,  and  all  the  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery,  compofed  the  center:  the  left  was  formed  of 
three  battalions  and  four  fquadrons.  The  troops  of 
the  center  were  defigned  to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay, 
whilft  thofe  of  the  right  fhould  furround  their  left ; 
thofe  of  the  prince’s  left  were  to  march  to  a  bridge 
near  a  place  called  the  Salt  Pitts,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  enemy’s  retreat  to  Minden.  The  hereditary  prince 
himfelf  marched  with  the  right ;  count  Kilmanfegge 
was  in  the  center  •,  and  M.  de  Dreves  and  M.  de 
Bock  brought  the  left.  As  loon  as  count  Kilmanfegge 
had  come  out  of  a  defile  in  his  way,  the  french  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  him  *,  and  a  cannonade  be¬ 
gan  on  both  fides.  The  right  was  to  pafs  the  Wefer, 
in  order  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left,  upon  a  very  narrow 
bridge.  This  difficulty  was  in  an  inflant  removed  by 
the  gallantry  of  the  prince,  who  fetting  himfelf  the 
example,  the  infantry  forded  the  river,  partly  behind 
the  horfemen,  and  partly  in  peafants  waggons.  By 
this  paffage,  the  pofition  of  the  french  was  entirely^ 
changed  ;  the  fire  of  the  artillery  was  brifk  on  both 
fides,  and  lafbed  two  hours.  At  laft,  on  the  hano- 
verians  fhewing  themfelves  on  the  rear  of  the  french, 
the  latter  immediately  gave  way,  and,  in  filing  off, 
came  upon  the  fkirts  of  M.  de  Bock,  who  received 
them  with  a  difcharge  of  artillery,  which  was  well 
fupported.  At  laft,  finding  themfelves  entirely  fur- 
rounded,  they  had  no  other  refource  but  in  flight. 
The  hereditary  prince  took  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
all  the  baggage  of  the  french. 
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By  this  ftroke,  which  does  fuch  infinite  honour  to 
the  genius  of  duke  Ferdinand,  all  the  pafles  through 
which  the  french  could  draw  fuccour  or  provifion 
were  feized.  That  victory,  which  was  before  fo  in- 
conclufive,  now  was  dccifive.  Marfiial  Contades  re- 
ceived  the  news  of  the  duke  of  BrifTac  s  defeat,  juft 
as  the  englifh  infantry  was  marching  up  to  attack  the 
french  cavalry,  he  admired  the  judicious  boldnels  of 
the  duke,  in  detaching  fo  large  a  number  of  men,,  at 
the  very  time,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  engaging 
an  enemy  fo  much  fuperior.  The  marfhal  immediately 
abandoned  his  ftrong  poft,  and  patting  the  Wefer, 
retreated  on  the  eaftward  of  that  river ;  lofing  in 
this  manner  all  the  advantages  he  had  gained  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  campaign,  and  forced  to  retreat  through 
a  country  different  from  that  through  which  he  had 
advanced,  and  in  which  he  had  taken  no  meafures 
for  fubfiftence. 

The  french  loft  in  this  battle  about  8000  men, 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  ;  among  the  latter  of 
whom  were  the  comte  de  Hutzelbourg,  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Monti,  marechaux  de  camp,  and  M..  de 
Vogue,  colonel  *,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion.  Thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  twelve  colours,  and 
eight  ftandards  were  taken. 

The  admirable  condudt  of  prince  Ferdinand  in  thofe 
maneuvres,  which  brought  on  the  battle,  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  moft  perfedt  and  finifhed  pieces  of  general- 
fhip,  that  ever  was  executed  ;  the  mafterly  motions 
that  he  made,  to  draw  the  french  out  of  their  im¬ 
penetrable  camp  ;  his  detaching  the  hereditary  prince 
with  6000  men  from  his  army,  juft  when  he  was 
endeavouring  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement, 
who  had  a  fuperiority  of  50,000  men  ;  in  fhort,  the 
whole  conduct  of  his  ferene  highnefs  difplayed  fuch  a 
fagacity  and  penetration,  fuch  guarded  and  judicious 
boldnefs,  that  never  any  adtion  fpoke  a  more  ex¬ 
alted  genius. 


D  d  4 


The 


I  ! 


•W 


■  ir’  -Jy  (i-  i;  ■?  v  '  '*‘A  J 

_ 


■ 

/  '/•  -  -V  -  '/v  . 

* 


(  4°S  ) 

The  2d  of  auguft,  duke  Ferdinand  iHiied  the  fol¬ 
lowing  orders  from  his  head  quarters  at  Suderhem- 
meren,  viz.  “  His  ferene  highnefs  orders  his  greateft: 
thanks  to  be  given  to  the  whole  army  for  their  crood 
behaviour  yefterday,  particularly  to  the  britifh  infantry, 
and  the  two  battalions  of  hanoverian  guards  ;  to  all 
the  cavalry  of  the  left  wing ;  and  to  general  Wan- 
genheim’s  corps,  particularly  to  the  regiment  of  Hol- 
itein,  the  heffian  cavalry,  the  hanoverian  regiment  of 
du  corps,  and  Hamerftin’s  ;  the  fame  to  all  the  bri¬ 
gades  of  heavy  artillery.  His  ferene  highnefs  de¬ 
clares  publicly,  that,  next  to  God,  he  attributes  the 
glory  of  the  day  to  the  intrepidity  and  extraordinary 
good  behaviour  of  thefe  troops,  which  he  allures 
them  he  lhall  retain  the  ftrongeft  fenle  of  as  long  as 
he  lives  j  and  if  ever,  upon  any  occafion,  he  lhall  be 
able  to  ferve  thefe  brave  troops,  or  any  one  of  them 
in  pai titular,  it  will  give  him  the  greateft  pleafure. 
His  ferene  highnefs  orders  his  particular  thanks  to  be 
likewife  given  to  general  Sporcken,  the  duke  of 
Holftein,  lieutenant  generals  Inhoff  and  Urff.  His 
ferene  highnefs  is  extremely  obliged  to  the  count  de 
Buckeburg,  for  all  his  care  and  trouble  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  artillery,  which  was  ferved  with 
great  effedl ;  likewife  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  feveral  brigades  of  artillery,  viz.  colonel  Bowne, 
lieutenant  colonel  Hutte,  major  Halle,  and  the  three 
engliffi  captains  Philips,  Drummond,  and  Foy.  His 
lerene  highnefs  thinks  himielf  infinitely  obliged  to  ma¬ 
jor  generals  Waldegrave,  and  Kingfley  *,  for  the 
great  courage  and  good  order  in  which  they  conducted 

their  brigades.  His  ferene  highnefs  further  orders  it 

( 

*  Kingfley  was  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  brave  regiment,  and 
fdl  off  his  horfe,  afquadron  of  french  cavalry  rode  over  him  with¬ 
out  his  receiving  any  hurt  from  them  ;  as  he  was  lying  on  the  ground 
a  french  foldier  was  going  to  run  him  through  with  his  bayonet ; 
but  he  difeovered  himfelf,  was  taken  prifoner,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
taken  by  his  own  men. 
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to  be  declared,  to  lieutenant  general  the  marquis  of 
Granby,  that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  had 
the  good  fortune  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  his  prefence  would  have 
greatly  contributed  to  make  the  decifion  of  that  day 
more  complete  and  more  brilliant.  In  fhort,  his  le- 
rene  highnefs  orders,  that  thofe  of  his  suite,  whofe 
behaviour  he  moft  admired,  be  named,  as  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  colonel  Fitzroy,  captain  Ligonier,  co¬ 
lonel  Watfon,  captain  Wilfon,  aid  de  camp  to  major 
general  Waldegrave  ;  adjutant  generals  Erfthoff,  Bu- 
low,  Derendolle,  the  counts  Tobe  and  Malherti  *,  his 
ferene  highnefs  having  much  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
their  conduct.  And  his  ferene  highnefs  defires  and 
orders  the  generals  of  the  army,  that,  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  when  orders  are  brought  to  them  by  his  aids 
de  camp,  that  they  be  obeyed  punctually,  and  with¬ 
out  delay.” 

The  duke,  on  difcovering  a  miftake  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  order  of  thanks,  to  the  officers  of  the  bri- 
tiffi  artillery,  by  which  captain  Macbean  was  omit¬ 
ted  to  be  mentioned,  his  ferene  highnefs  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  write  a  letter  with  his  own  hand  to  him, 
which  was  delivered  by  his  excellency  count  la  Lippe 
Buckeburg,  grand  mafter  of  the  artillery  in  the 
allied  army,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  tran- 
flation  : 

“  Sir, 

It  is  from  a  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  a  regard  to 
juftice,  that  I  do  in  this  manner  declare,  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  be  infinitely  fatisfied,  with  your  behaviour, 
activity,  and  zeal,  which  in  fo  confpicuous  a  man¬ 
ner  you  made  appear,  at  the  battle  of  Thornhaufen, 
on  the  firft  of  auguft.  The  talents  which  you  pof- 
fefs  in  your  profeffion,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
render  our  fire  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy  ^  and 


f  *s  t0  y°u  and  your  brigade  that  I  am  indebted  for 
having  filenced  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy, 

which  extremely  galled  the  troops  and  particularly  the 
britifh  infantry.  3 

Accept  then,  fir,  from  me,  the  juft  tribute  of  my 
moft  perfedt  acknowlegments,  accompanied  with  my 
fincere  thanks.  I  lhall  be  happy  in  every  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obliging  you,  defiring  only  occafions  to 
prove  it,  being  with  the  moft  diftinguilbed  efteem. 


Your  devoted,  and 
entirely  affedtionate  fervant, 

Ferdinand, 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg.” 


m 


And  his  ferene  highnefs  again  on  the  3d,  ifliied  ano 
ther  order,  viz. 


In  the  compliment  his  ferene  highnefs  made  to 
the  troops  yefterday,  he  forgot  four  regiments,  that 
particularly  diftinguilhed  themfelves,  viz.  Harden- 
burg’s,  third  battalion  of  heffian  guards,  prince  Wil¬ 
liam  s,  and  Gillie  s  :  it  is  not  that  his  ferene  highnefs 
has  reafon  to  complain  of  any  others,  but  as  they 
had  particular  opportunities  of  diftinguilhing  them¬ 
felves,  it  is  for  that  reafon  his  ferene  highnefs  men¬ 
tions  the  attention  he  himfelf  gives  to  their  good 
conduct.” 

Soon  after  another  order  came  out  to  the  following 
effedl :  “  His  ferene  highnefs  duke  Ferdinand  fent 
orders  to  monfieur  Hedeman  his  treafurer,  to  pay  the 
following  officers  of  the  britifh  artillery,  the  under¬ 
mentioned  gratuities,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  great  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  late  adtion 
of  the  firft  of  this  month  : 


To 
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To  captain  Philips 

1000 

To  captain  Macbean 

5°° 

To  captain  Drummond 

5°° 

To  captain  Williams 

5°° 

To  captain  Foy 

500 

I  hope  the  faid  gentlemen  will  accept  of  this  pre- 
fent  from  his  highnefs,  as  a  mark  ot  his  particular 
efteem  for  them.5*  This  condefcending  and  affectionate 
manner,  in  which  the  prince  thanked  the  particular 
officers  for  their  good  behaviour,  rendered  him  ex¬ 
tremely  dear  to  the  whole  army  ;  and  it  was  the  great- 
eft  incentive  to  raife  an  emulation  amongft  them  to 
endeavour  at  rendering  themfelves  confpicuous  by 
their  conduCt  and  courage  when  they  found  their  ge¬ 
neral  fo  quick-fighted  in  perceiving  and  rewarding 
merit. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  orders  of  the  2d  of  auguft, 
which  fhewed  how  much  diffatisfied  the  duke  was  with 
the  conduCl  of  lord  George  Sackville,  could  not  but 
touch  that  commander  to  the  quick.  There  clearly 
appeared  fome  very  great  fault  in  the  cavalry  of  the 
right  wing’s  not  obeying  the  duke’sorders  to  advance ; 
owing,  as  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  to  his  lord- 
ffiip’s  wafting  that  time  in  requiring  an  explanation 
of  his  highnefs’s  orders,  which  ought  to  have  been 
fpent  in  their  execution.  However,  his  lordfhip  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  col.  Fitzroy,  the  3d  of  auguft, 
dated  at  Minden. 

iC  Dear  Sir, 

The  orders  of  yefterday,  you  may  believe,  affeft 
me  very  fenfibly.  His  ferene  highnefs  has  been 
pleafed  to  judge,  condemn,  and  cenfure,  without 
hearing  me,  in  the  moft  cruel  and  unprecedented 
manner  •,  as  he  never  afked  me  a  fingle  queftion  in 
explanation  of  any  thing  he  might  difapprove,  and 
,  as 


l:.  -l '  f  -h  $8fik 


(  412  ) 

as  he  muft  have  formed  his  opinion  on  the  report  of 
others,  it  was  ftill  harder  he  would  not  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  firft  fpeaking  to  him,  upon  the  fub- 
jeft ;  but  you  know,  even  in  more  trifling  matters 
that  hard  blows  are  fometimes  unexpectedly  cfiven! 
If  any  body  has  a  right  to  fay,  that  I  hefitated  in  obey¬ 
ing  orders,  it  is  you.  I  will  relate  what  I  know  of 
that,  and  then  appeal  to  you  for  the  truth  of  it. 

When  you  brought  me  orders  to  advance  with  the 
britifh  cavalry,  I  was  then  very  near  the  village  of 
Hahlen,  as  I  think  it  is  called ;  I  mean  that  place 
which  the  faxons  burnt.  I  was  there  advanced  by  M. 
Malhorte’s  order,  and  no  further,  when  you  came  to 
me.  Ligonier  followed  almoft  inftantly  ;  he  faid  the 
cavalry  was  to  advance.  I  was  puzzled  what  to  do, 
and  begged  the  favour  of  you  to  carry  me  to  the  duke’ 
that  I  might  afk  an  explanation  of  his  orders.  But 
that  no  time  might  be  loft,  I  fent  Smith  with  orders 
to  bring  on  the  britifh  cavalry,  as  they  had  a  wood 
before  they  could  advance,  as  you  directed  ;  and  I 
reckoned  by  the  time  I  had  feen  his  ferene  highnefs, 

I  fhould  find  them  forming  beyond  the  wood.  This 
proceeding  of  mine  might  pofiibly  be  wrong;  but  I 
am  lure  the  fervice  could  not  fuffer,  as  no  delay  was 
occafioned  by  it.  The  duke  then  ordered  me  to 
leave  fome  fquadrons  upon  the  right,  which  I  did ; 
and  to  advance  the  reft  to  fupport  the  infantry.  This 
I  declare  I  did,  as  fall  as  I  imagined  it  was  right  for 
cavalry  to  march  in  line.  I  once  halted  by  lord 
Granby,  to  complete  my  forming  the  whole.  Up¬ 
on  his  advancing  the  left  before  the  right,  I  again 
fent  to  him  to  flop.  He  faid,  as  the  prince  had  or¬ 
dered  us  to  advance,  he  thought  we  fhould  move  for¬ 
ward  ;  I  then  let  him  proceed  at  the  rate  he  liked,  and 
kept  my  right  up  with  him,  as  regular  as  I  could,  till 
we  got  to  the  rear  of  the  infantry  and  our  batteries. 
We  both  halted  together,  and  afterwards  received  np 

order 
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Order  till  that  which  was  brought  by  colonel  Webb 
and  the  duke  of  Richmond,  to  extend  one  line  to¬ 
wards  the  morafs.  It  was  accordingly  executed,  and 
then,  inftead  of  finding  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  to  charge, 
the  battle  was  declared  to  be  gained,  and  we  were  told 


to  difmount  our  men. 

This  I  proteft  is  all  I  know  of  the  -  matter  •,  and  1 
was  never  fo  furprifed,  as  when  I  heard  the  prince  was 
difiatisfied,  that  the  cavalry  did  not  move  fooner  up 
to  the  infantry.  It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  afk,  what 
the  difpofition  originally  was,  or  to  find  fault  with 
any  thing.  All  I  infift  upon,  is,  that  I  obeyed  the 
orders  I  received,  as  punctually  as  I  was  able  ;  and  ii 
it  was  to  do  over  again,  I  do  not  think  I  fhould  have 
executed  them  ten  minutes  fooner  than  I  did ;  now  I 
know  the  ground,  and  what  was  expected ;  but  in¬ 
deed  we  were  above  an  hour  too  late,  if  it  was  the 
duke’s  intention  to  have  made  the  cavalry  paffed  be¬ 
fore  our  infantry  and  artillery,  and  charge  the  enemy  s 
line.  I  cannot  think  that  was  his  meaning,  as  all  the 
orders  ran,  to  fiiftain  our  infantry :  and  it  appears, 
that  both  lord  Granby  and  I  underftood  we  were  at 
our  pofts,  by  our  halting  when  we  got  to  the  rear  of 

our  foot. 

I  hope  I  have  ftated  impartially  the  part  or  this 
tranfa&ion,  that  comes  within  your  knowledge.  If 
I  have,  I  mull  beg  you  would  declare  it,  fo  as  I  may 
make  ufeof  it  in  your  abfence  ;  for  it  is  impoffible  to 
fit  filent  under  fuch  reproach,  when  I  am  confcious 
of  having  done  the  beft  that  was  in  my  power.  For 
God’s  fake,  let  me  fee  you  before  you  go  for  Eng¬ 


land. 


I  am,  dear  fir. 


Your  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Sack.vu.le.’! 

To 
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an  W,  daSS  £“7^  ^  6"«i» 
“  My  lord. 

His  ferene  highnefs,  upon  fome  report  made  to  him 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  of  thefkuaTn of Z 
enemy  fent  captain  Ligomer  and  myfelf  wjt(,  or<j 
oi  the  bntilh  cavalry  to  advance.  His  ferene  hfoh 
nels  was,  at  this  inftant,  one  or  two  brigades  bevfnd 
the  enghlli  infantry,  towards  the  left.  Upon  mv  J 
rival  on  the  right  of  the  cavalry,  I  found  cantairfl 
gomer  with  your  lordlhip.  Notwithftanding  I  de 
dared  Ins  ferene  highnefs’s  orders  to  you  :  uponwhich* 

fweUr  that  o  ,W0Uld  n,0£  be  in  a  hurry.  I  made  an! 
Iwei,  that  galloping  had  put  me  out  of  breath  which 

made  me  fpeak  very  quick.  I  then  repeated  the  or 

der  for  the  brmlh  cavalry  to  advance  towards  the  left 

and  at  the  fame  time  mentioning  the  circumftance  that 

occafioned  the  orders,  “  That  it  was  a  glorious  on 

«  a^Ttha?  hf  ^fh  ' to  diffinguiililhemfelves^ 
and  that  your  lordlhip  by  leading  them  on  would 
gain  immortal  honour.55 

.  Y°U  ?et  exPreffed  your  furprife  at  the  order  fav- 
jng,  it  was mspoffible  that  the  duke  could  mean  to 

ferene  ^  '"p  M>j  anfwe''  was’  that  I  deliveied  his 
ferene  highnefs  s  orders,  word  for  word,  as  he  rrave 

them.  Upon  which,  you  alked,  which  way  thf  ca¬ 
valry  was  to  march,  and  who  was  to  be  their  guide 
I  undertook  to  lead  them  towards  the  left  round 
the  little  wood  on  their  left,  as  they  were  then  drawn 

cannonacle  ^  mi§ht  **  litde  eXp°fed  t0  the  enemy’s 

Your  lordlhip  continued  to  think  my  orders  neither 
clear  nor  exaftly  delivered  ;  and  expreffing  your  de¬ 
lire  to  fee  prince  Ferdinand,  ordered  me  to  lead  you 
o  11m  ,  which  order  I  was  obeying,  when  you  met 
ms  ferene  highnefs.  During  this  time,  I  did  not  fee 

the 


(  4i5  ) 


the  cavalry  advance.  Captain  Smith,  one  of  your 
aids  de  camp,  once  or  twice  made  me  repeat  the  or¬ 
ders  1  had  before  delivered  to  your  lordfhip ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  fay  they  were  clear 
and  ex  aft.  He  went  up  to  you,  whilft  we  were  go- 
ino  to  find  the  duke,  as  I  imagine,  being  fenfible  ot 
the  clearnefs  of  mv  orders,  and  the  neceflity  of  their 
beinsr  immediately  obeyed.  I  heard  your  lordfhip 
give°him  fome  orders.  What  they  were,  I  cannot 
fay ;  but  he  immediately  rode  back  towards  the 

cavalry. 

Upon  my  joining  the  duke,  I  repeated  to  him  the 
orders  I  had  delivered  to  you,  and  appealing  to  his 
ferene  highnefs,  to  know  whether  they  were  the  fame 
he  had  honoured  me  with,  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to 
hear  him  declare,  they  were  very  exaft.  His  ferene 
highnefs  immediately  afked,  where  the  cavalry  was  ; 

and  upon  my  making  anfwer,  that  lord  G - did 

not  underftand  the  order  ;  but  was  coming  to  fpeak 
to  his  ferene  highnefs,  he  expreffed  his  furprife 

ftrongly. 

I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  think  I  did  nothing  but 
my  duty,  as  aid  de  camp,  in  mentioning  to  his  ferene 
highnefs  my  orders  being  fo  much  queftioned  by  your 


lordfhip. 


I  am,  &c.” 


Lord  G - S - ■,  as  he  refolved  to  get  his  re¬ 

call  as  foon  as  poflible,  endeavoured  as  much  as  he 
could,  to  get  fuch  letters  and  declarations  tending 
to  clear  his  conduft,  to  carry  home  with  him  j  be- 
fides  the  above  letter,  he  got  his  aid  de  camp,  capt. 
Smith,  to  fign  a  declaration  *  of  what  he  knew  con¬ 
cerning 

“  Minden,  auguft  3. 

*  What  I  have  to  fay  with  regard  to  the  orders  colonel  Fitzroy 
brought,  and  to  their  not  being  put  in  execution,  is— I  heard  lord 


.  ,  (  4‘6  ) 

f,c  |f  "»  ™n*r  Ms 

obeyed  the  fiift  order  brought  to  him  frnm  tU 

weh  “X  sxss,  x 

XKd  hHal  bT 

rengned  his  command,  and  obtained  his  ma  eto's 

riv™  taTolTh"  ‘°  E"gland-  AS  f«°"  He  ar- 

London,  he  wrote  to  the  *  fecretary  of  ftate, 

requefting 

thofe  he  had  juft  before^receiVecfbv'116111?  ^  differed  from 
fpeak  to  the  prince  himfelf-  Y  caP,tamtLlgonier,  he  would 
a  gallop  to  go  to  him  I  immense  accordingly  put  his  horfe  in: 

and  made  him  repeat  the  orders  tomYtwke 

and  pofitive  for  thp  hn‘h(h  i  ,  uvice*““*  thought  it  fo  clear 

lead,  that  I ’took  the  liberty  m  .ad^ance  where  he  Ihould 

they  were  fo;  and  rfK  go ^ aS fetch  tLm  ^/^^  “ 

•  the  prince,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  tr  ’  r  H‘  ft  he  Went  to 
alfo  an  order  from  the  prince  from  Mr  t^1S  a?fwe^  was>  he  had 
wing  to  come  awav  •  and  tv.  l  ^r*  ^1Sonier»  for  the  whole 
mean  that,  .['replied  that  if  he^  *  !V™P°^kle  the  prince  could 
tifh,  they  were^uta  part^ancfff  Tf0U  d  3  °W  me  «>  fetch  the  bri- 
remedy  the  fault _ He  faid  th*>  d  W^S  Wr°r  ^  *^7  could  fooner 

-h 

MS*?  “■ 1  *-  •zssiZaZRXZ 

“  My  lord, 
in  Er 

my  requeft,  by  your  lordlhip.  J  V  P  ’  fent  to  me  at 

m/conduft'-  Tlind  Jmuch  !"Jured  abroad,  by  an  implied  cenfureof 
my  conduit  ,  *  iind  I  am  ftill  more  unfortunate  at  home,  by  being 

publicly 
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requelling  a  court  martial,  and  was  allured  for  an- 
fwer,  that  his  defire  Ihould  be  gratified,  as  foon  as  the 
officers,  capable  of  giving  evidence,  could  leave  their 
polls.  However,  before  his  lordlhip  received  this 
anfwer,  he  was  difmified  from  all  his  polls.  The 
marquis  of  Granby  fucceeded  him  in  his  command, 
and  in  the  lieutenant  generallhip  of  the  ordnance, 
and  his  regiment  was  given  to  general  Waldegrave. 
As  his  lordlhip  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court  mar¬ 
tial,  I  Khali  difmifs  the  fubjefl  at  prefent,  till  I  come  to 
to  fpeak  further  of  it  on  that  occafion. 

In  the  mean  time,  duke  Ferdinand  followed  his  vic¬ 
tory  fo  dole,  that  the  french  had  not  a  moment  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  recover  their  order.  The  4th  the  army 
marched  to  Coovelt,  and  the  5th  to  Hervorden.  The 
fame  day,  lieutenant  general  Urfr,  with  feven  batta¬ 
lions  and  20  fquadrons,  was  detached  to  Lemgow, 
and  arriving  at  Detmold  the  5th,  he  furrounded°and 
took  800  prifoners,  together  with  the  heavy  baggage 
or  the  french  army,  among  which  were  found&mar- 

piiblicly  reprefented  as  having  neglected  my  duty  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  ;  by  difobeying  the  pofitive  orders  of  his  fercne  hio-hnefs 
prince  Ferdinand.  As  I  am  confcious  of  neither  neglect  nor  diio- 
bedience  of  orders  ;  as  I  am  certain  I  did  my  duty  to  the  utmod  of 
my  abilities  ;  and  as  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  prince  himfelf  would 
nave  found,  that  he  had  no  jud  caufe  of  complaint  againd  me,  had 
he  condeicended  to  have  enquired  into  my  condutt,  before  he  had 
expreded  his  difapprobation  of  it,  from  the  partial  reprefentation 
of  others:  I  therefore  mod  humbly  requeft,  that  I  may  at  lad  have 
a  public  opportunity  given  me  of  attempting  to  judify  myfelf  to  his 
majedy,  and  to  my  country,  by  a  court  martial  bein^  appointed  • 
that  if  I  am  guilty,  I  may  luder  fuch  punifhment  as  I  may  have 
deferved;  and,  if  innocent,  that  I  may  dand  acquitted  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  world ;  but  it  is  really  too  fevere,  to  have  been  con¬ 
demned  before  I  was  tried,  and  to  have  been  informed  neither  of 
my  crime,  nor  my  accufers. 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  &c.  Sc c. 

G.  Sackville* 


fhalt 
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fhal  Contades’s  papers,  with  the  original  letters  of 
the  duke  de  Relleifle  to  the  marffial,  which  were  of  fo 
curious  a  nature,  that  the  officer  who  took  them  was 
offered  two  millions  of  livres  for  their  ranfom,  but  re¬ 
filled  it  *,  the  miniftry  in  England  afterwards  publifhed 
fome  of  them.  The  6th,  the  army  marched  to  Biele- 
field  :  the  8th,  to  Stukenbroeck,  and  the  next  day  to 
Paderborn.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  at 
the  head  of  15,000  men,  paffed  the  Wefer  at  Hame- 
len  the  4th,  and  purfued  the  flying  enemy,  with  the 
greateft  expedition.  The  french  magazines  at  Ofna- 
brug,  Minden,  Bielefeld,  Paderborn,  Dulmen,  and 
Warrendorff,  were  all  either  taken  or  deftroyed. 

Marfhal  de  Contades  was  obliged  by  want  of  fub- 
fiftence,  to  make  his  retreat  towards  Caffel ;  the  allied 
army  purfued  him,  without  intermiffion  ;  on  the  nth 
it  was  at  Delemand,  the  next  day  encamped  at  Stal- 
berg  :  on  the  13th,  it  entered  the  county  of  Waldeck, 
and  directed  its  march  fo  as  to  gain  the  flank  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  then  polled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Caffel.  But  Contades  abandoned  that  city,  the 
1 8th,  and  retired  towards  Marpourg.  Major  Fri- 
dricks  of  the  hanoverian  chaflfeurs  fummoned  Caffel, 
and  it  furrendered  after  fome  cannon  fhot,  with  a 
garrifon  of  400  men,  prifoners  of  war,  together  with 
1500  wounded,  which  the  french  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  behind  them  •,  a  very  conliderable  magazine 
was  alfo  taken  there. 

Munlter  was  (till  in  the  hands  of  the  french ;  but 
duke  Ferdinand  detached  general  Inhoff  with  a  ftrong 
corps  to  beflege  it.  He  began  to  bombard  and  can¬ 
nonade  it  the  3d  of  feptember  ;  mar  fhal  Contades 
however,  knowing  the  importance  of  that  place,  alio 
detached  M.  d’Armentiers,  with  a  body  of  troops, 
which  were  encreafed  on  their  march  to  14  or  15,000 
men,  to  relieve  it.  Irihofl  did  not  think  it  advileable 
to  continue  the  liege,  while  the  enemy  had  fo  great  a 

fuperiority  5 
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fuperiority ;  he  raifed  it  on  the  6th,  retiring  with 
]\is  corps  between  Nobiffiruck  and  Tellight.  °  Some 
days  after  he  received  a  reinforcement°of  troops, 
which  enabled  him  in  his  turn  to  drive  M.  d’Armen- 
tiers  from  under  the  cannon  of  Munfter ;  on  which 
he  again  reaffumed  the  fiege ;  the  french  general  re¬ 
tired  towards  Wefel,  a  place  which  had  been  of 

the  greateft  fervice  to  the  french  during  this  cam¬ 
paign. 

In  the  mean  time,  duke  Ferdinand  continued  his 
purfuit:  the22dot  auguft  his  army  halted  at  Fran- 
cenburg.  The  hereditary  prince,  with  the  corps  un¬ 
der  his  command,  was  then  at  Haina,  and  bein°" 
joined  there  by  the  prince  of  Holftein,  and  general 
Wangenheim,  with  their  refpeftive  corps,  he  marched 
tie  24th  ^to  Wo  lira,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at 
Schonftedt.  On  the  23d,  lieutenant  colonel  Freitag 
attacked  Ziegenhayn,  the  governor  capitulated, 
alter  an  hour’s  defence  5  and  the  garrifon  of  400 
men  were  made  prifoners  of  war.  The  hereditary 
prince,  one  of  the  moft  aftive  officers  in  the  world 
marched  with  a  very  Itrong  corps  to  diflodo-e  the  fa¬ 
mous  partizan  Fifcher,  from  the  poll  of  Wetter 
where  duke  Ferdinand  intended  to  encamp.  The 
prince  attacked  him  with  the  greatefl:  bravery,  and 
defeated  him  with  great  lofs,  befides  400  prifoners  he 

took.  Lieutenant  colonel  I-Jarvey  of  the  Innifkillino- 

dragoons,  meeting  with  Fifcher,  {truck  his  head  offal 
one  blow  with  his  broad  fword.  By  this  action  the 
ames  became  matters  of  all  the  Wetteraw  On 
hearing  of  their  fuccefs,  duke  Ferdinand  march- 
ed  oy  tne  way  of  Momghaufe-n,  and  encamped  at 


In  this  fwift  purfuit,  the  hereditary  prince  was  al¬ 
ways  roremolt  in  harraffing  the  flying  enemy.  His 
mg,  nefs  commanded  a  detachment  from  the  riffin  of 
16  a'Ued  army  ’  and  having  paffed  the  Lahne,  he 

^  c  2  pufhed 


(  420  ) 

pufhed  forward  to  Neider- Weimar,  where  he  fur- 
pri fed  a  party  of  the  enemy,  took  two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  and  fome  prifoners.  Marfhal  Contades,  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  allies,  threw  a  garrifon 
into  Marpourg  ;  but  duke  Ferdinand  marching  to 
Neider-Weimar  became  mafter  of  that  town  in  a  few 
days,  making  800  men  prifoners  of  war.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  that  camp  fome  time;  and  marfhal  Con¬ 
tades  had  his  head  quarters  at  Anroth  ;  the  river 
Lahne  being  between  the  two  armies.  The  18th  of 
feptember,  a  detachment  from  the  allied  army  made 
themfelves  matters  of  Wetzlar,  but  were  foon  after 
diflodged  by  the  duke  of  Broglio.  The  next  day, 
duke  Ferdinand  marched  to  Korfdorff,  where  he  fixed 
his  head  quarters,  his  army  encamping  about  two 
miles  from  Gieffen,  with  their  right  to  Rotheim,  and 
their  left  to  Wei fi mar ;  he  alfo  polled  a  body  of  troops 
oppofite  Vv'etzlar,  under  general  Wangenheim  and 
the  prince  of  Severn.  In  this  fituation,  the  duke  re¬ 
mained  for  iome  time,  employing  his  army  in  little 
detachments,  which  were  continually  beating  up  the 
enemy’s  quarters,  and  harrafiing  them  even  to  the 
walls  of  Franckfort.  Munfter  was  ftill  blockaded  by 
general  InhofT ;  that  he  might  be  the  more  expeditious 
in  reducing  it,  the  duke  fent  him  a  reinforcement  from 
his  camp  at  Korldorff,  of  four  battalions  and  four 
fquaclrons. 

In  the  month  of  October,  duke  Ferdinand  was  in- 
veiled  with  the  order  of  the  garter  ;  the  marquis  of 
Granby  and  S.  Martin  Leak,  efq.  being  appointed  by 
his  majefty  plenipotentiaries  for  that  purpofe.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  with  all  the  magnificence 
that  a  camp  would  permit ;  and  the  marfhal  Contades 
was  fo  extremely  polite,  as  to  order  a  general  difeharge 
of  his  artillery,  during  the  inveftiture,  in  honour  of 
his  ferene  highnefs. 
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The  battle  of  Minden,  an  event  fo  unexpected  *. 
threw  the  court  of  Yerfailles  into  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion.  The  king  was  told  of  it  juft  as  he  was  ooino- 
to  hunt ;  but  the  ill  news  ftruck  him  fo  fenfibly,  that 

% 

*  To  fnevv  how  little  the  court  of  France  thought  of  this  event 
1  need  only  lay  before  the  reader,  a  letter  from  the  duke  de  Eelleille 
to  marfhal  Contades,  which  was  taken  amongft  the  reft  of  the 
marfhal  s  papers  after  the  battle. 


S  I  R, 


“  Verfailles,  July  23,  1759. 

.  1  am  !lil!  afraid  that  Fifcher  let  out  too  late  :  it  is  however  very 
important  and  very  effential,  that  we  Ihouldraife  large  contributions7. 
I  lee  no  other  resource  for  our  moil  urgent  expences,  and  for  refit- 
ting  the  troops,  but  in  the  money  we  may  draw  from  the  enemy’s 

>-Uj  J°m  jVbe?ce  we  mud  likewife  procure  fubfillence  of  all 
kinds,  (independently  of  the  money)  that  is  to  fay,  hay  draw 

oats,  for  the  winter,  bread,  corn,  cattle,  horfes,  and  even  men  to 
recruit  our  foreign  troops.  The  war  mud  not  be  prolonged  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  neceflary,  according  to  the  events  which’  may 
happen,  between  this  time  and  the  end  offeptember  to  make  a 
downright  defert  before  the  line  of  quarters^  which  it  Jay  be 

thougnt  proper  to  keep  during  the  winter,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
may  e  under  a  real  impodibility  of  approachiug  us :  at  the  fame 

™  \r£  if1  Vm?lif0r  0Urf?lves  a  bare  lubddence  on  the  route,  which 
may  be  the  mod  convenient  for  us  to  take  in  the  middle  of  the  win- 
ter,  to  beat  up  or  fiezeupon  the  enemy’s  quarters. 

That  this  objeft  may  be  fulfilled,  I  caufe  the  created  affiduitv 
o  be  uied  in  preparing  what  is  neceflary  for  having  all  your  troops7 
without  exception,  well  cloathed,  well  armed,  wed  equipped  and 
well  refitted  m  every  refpeft  before  the  end  of  november  ’with 

SSmiTt°rdeVhat>  if  U  bead“  for  the  kTng’s’  pot 

orlrt  nf  7  affair3’  y0U  may  be  able  t0  a(fomble  the  whole 
part  of  your  army,  to  aft  odenfively,  and  with  vigor  from  the 

ftew  o«genem,aesUary !  “d  that  yoa™Y  have  the  Lsfaftion  to 

aft  a„T,!  ’  d-a  ,?u/ope’  that  the  fcnch  know  how  to 

c„rry  on  war,  in  all  feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a  «enc 

S«£/0,",,r >nd  a  °f  ,he  “f 

'0  5,  e>  and  concert  matters  with  the  general. 

onlyTfeful^nd  ho flbIe’, r>  ^hat  1  %  t0  y°u  may  become  not 
fpeft  :  “  h°nourable>  bm  perhaps  even  neceflary,  with  re- 

fatf  lettcT  70U  kMWj  and  °f  Which  1  fo*11  %  -ore7  in  my  prl 

Ee  3  '  ,  he 


/ 
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he  retired  to  the  apartment  of  madam  de  Pompadours 
in  a  d  ejected  manner,  and  for  feveral  days  faw  none 
of  his  minifters.  The  general  opinion  of  the  people 
laid  all  the  blame  on  the  marfhal  Contades,  and  he 
threw  it  on  the  duke  of  Broglio  ;  the  marfhal  duke 
de  Belleifie  loft  much  of  his  credit ;  but  ftill  prelerved 
a  confiderable  part  of  his  influence  with  his  fove- 
reign. 

But  it  is  time  to  take  a  view  of  fome  military 
tranlaftions  in  another  quarter,  no  lefs  glorious 
and  advantageous  than  thofe  of  which  we  have  been 
fpeaking. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Expedition  againjl  Quebec.  Armament  fails  from  Loutf- 
burg.  Occupies  the  ifle  of  Orleans.  Situation  of  the 
french  army.  Action  at  the  falls  of  Montmorency.  Fhe 
army  removes  to  Point  Levi.  It  goes  up  the  river . 
Lands  at  Sillery.  Battle  of  Quebec.  General  kVolfe 
killed ,  and  general  Moncton  wounded.  General  Fown- 
Jhend  takes  the  command.  M.  de  Montcalm  killed. 
French  defeated.  Quebec  furrenders.  Motions  of  ge¬ 
neral  Amherft  on  lake  Champlain.  Builds  feveral  vef- 
fels.  Sails  againjl  M.  de  Bourlemaque .  Returns.  For - 
tijies  Crown  Point.  His  army  goes  into  winter  quarters . 
Reflexions  on  the  campaign  in  north  America. 

THE  principal  part  of  the  plan  for  the  campaign 
In  north  America,  which  I  before  mentioned, 
confided  in  an  attack  on  Quebec,  the  capital  of  all 
the  french  empire  in  thofe  parts  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  general  Amherft  advanced  towards  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  by  the  way  of  Crown  Point.  As  this 
was  to  be  the  decifive  ftroke,  fo  the  greated  force  was 
to  have  been  employed  againft  it.  The  armament 
dedined  for  this  fervice  rendezvoufed  at  Louifburg. 
The  fleet  confided  of  19  fail  of  the  line  *  befides 


Ships.  Guns. 

*  Neptune  90 

Royal  William  80 

Princefs  Amelia  80 

Dublin  74 

Shrewfbury  74 

Northumberland  70 

Oxford  70 

Somerfet  70 

Vanguard  70 

Terrible  64 

Trident  64 

E  e  4 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Alcide 

64 

Dcvonfhire 

64 

Captain 

64 

Sterling  Caftle 

64 

Pr.  of  Orange 

60 

Medway 

60 

Pembroke 

60 

Bedford 

60 

Centurion  * 

54 

Sutherland 

50 

frigates, 
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frigates,  tranfports,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ;  commanded  by 
admirals  Saunders,  Holmes,  and  Durel.  The  land 
forces  amounted  to  7000  regulars  and  provincials,  com- 
manded  by  major  general  Wolfe  ;  brigadiers  general 
Moncton  and  Townfhend  were  fecond  in  command, 
f  he  whole  lailed  from  Louifburg  the  5th  of  june  ; 
and  anchored  at  ifle  Bie  70  leagues  up  the  river,  the 
19th,  where  the  fleet  was  divided  into  three  divisions, 
in  order  to  make  the  paffage  the  eafier.  The  27th 
the  fleet  anchored  between  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  and 
the  fouth  fhore,  on  which  the  army  landed  that  even¬ 
ing.  As  this  ifland  extends  quite  up  to  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Quebec,  it  was  neceflary  to  poflefs  it  before 
any  operations  could  be  begun  againft  the  town  ;  for 
the  moft  wefterly  point  of  it  (which  is  not  above 
four  miles  from  Quebec)  advances  towards  another 
high  point  of  land  on  the  continent,  called  point 
Levi.  It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  poflefs  thefe  two 
points,  and  fortify  them  ;  becaufe  from  either  the 
one  or  the  other,  the  enemy  might  make  it  impoflible 
for  any  fhip  to  lie  in  the  bafon  of  Quebec. 

Quebec  lies  in  lat.  40.  32.  long.  60.  40.  at  120 
leagues  diftance  from  the  fea,  and  is  the  only  frefli 
water  harbour  in  the  world,  which  is  fo  fpacious  as 
to  contain  an  hundred  fail  of  men  of  war  of  the  line; 
and  at  fuch  a  great  diftance  from  the  fea.  From  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  ifle  of  Or¬ 
leans  is  1 1 2  leagues,  and  is  no  where  lefs  than  from 
four  to  five  leagues  broad  *,  but  above  that  ifland  it 
narrows,  fo  that  at  Quebec,  it  is  not  above  a  mile 
broad. 

This  city,  which  was  founded  in  1608,  confifts  of 
an  upper  and  lower  town  ;  the  latter  is  built  at  the 
foot  of  a  high  rock,  on  the  top  of  which  the  upper 
town  ftands.  It  is  the  feat  of  the  governor  general, 
intendant,  and  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  juftice  for 
all  Canada.  Many  of  its  buildings,  both  public 
and  private  are  elegant  and  grand.  The  whole  city 


(  425  ) 

built  with  ftone ;  the  merchants  generally  live  in 
the  lower  town  for  the  convenience  of  their  trade  ; 
which,  before  the  war  was  confiderable.  It  contains 
about  7000  fouls.  The  fortifications  were  not  regu¬ 
lar  ;  but  they  had  been  long  at  work  to  render  it  ca¬ 
pable  of  a  fiege  :  the  town,  as  it  is,  is  naturally  ftrong, 
the  port  was  flanked  with  two  baftions,  which  at  high 
tides  were  almoft  even  with  the  water.  A  little  above 
the  baftion  to  the  right,  is  a  half  baftion,  cut  out  of 
the  rock;  a  little  higher  was  a  large  battery,  and 
higher  ftill  is  a  fquare  fort,  called  the  citadel,  which 
was  the  moft  regular  of  all  the  fortifications  ;  and 
in  which  the  governor  refided.  The  ways  which 
communicate  between  thele  works  are  extremely  rug¬ 
ged.  The  rock  which  feparates  the  upper  from  the 
lower  town  extends  itfelf,  and  continues  with  a  bold 
and  fteep  front,  weft  ward  along  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  for  a  confiderable  way.  Another  river  from 
the  north  weft,  called  St.  Charles,  falls  here  into  the 
former,  walhing  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  Que¬ 
bec  ftands  ;  the  point  on  which  the  town  ftands  thus 
becomes  a  fort  of  peninfula,  by  the  jundion  of  thefe 
rivers ;  fo  that,  to  attack  the  city,  it  is  neceflary  to 
make  the  approaches  above  the  town,  and  overcome 
the  precipice  which  I  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the 
river  St.  Charles,  and  attempt  it  upon  that  fide. 
Both  of  thefe  methods  would  be  extremely  difficult ; 
as  in  the  former  the  precipice  would  be  in  his  way 
defended  by  all  the  enemy’s  force  ;  and  in  the  latter, 
the  country  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  north¬ 
ward  for  more  than  five  miles  is  extremely  rough, 
broken  and  difficult,  full  of  rivulets,  gullies,  and 
ravines,  and  continues  fo,  to  the  river  Montmorenci, 
which  flows  by  the  foot  of  a  fteep  and  woody  hill. 
On  this  fide  the  river  St.  Lawrence  is  a  bank  of  find 
of  great  extent,  which  prevents  any  confiderable  veflel 
from  approaching  the  ihore. 


It 
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It  was  in  this  advantageous  fituatioh  that  the  french 
army  commanded  by  M.  de  Montcalm,  who  had 
been  fo  often  fuccefsful  againft  the  englilh  in  north 
America,  was  polled,  extending  along  from  the  river 
St.  Charles  to  that  of  Montmorenci,  intrenched  at 
every  acceflible  fpot,  with  the  river  and  fand  bank 
abovementioned  in  their  front :  and  thick  impene¬ 
trable  woods  upon  their  rear  :  there  never  was  a 
ftronger  poll ;  it  was  impoffible  to  attack  them  in  it ; 
and  whilft  they  remained  there,  it  was  in  their  power 
to  throw  fuccours  into  Quebec  every  day.  The  mar¬ 
quis  de  Montcalm  very  wifely  refolved  to  continue  in 
this  poft,  although  his  force  amounted  to  near  12,000 
men,  befides  indians. 

When  general  Wolfe  learned  that  fuccours  of  all 
kinds  had  been  thrown  into  Quebec  ;  and  perceived 
the  ftrength  of  the  french  army,  and  its  advantage¬ 
ous  fituation  ;  he  defpaired  of  being  able  to  reduce 
the  place.  But  he  fought  however  an  occafion  to 
attack  their  army,  knowing  well,  that  with  his  troops 
he  was  able  to  fight,  and  hoping  that  a  vidory  might 
difperfe  them. 

I  have  before  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  general  landed 
oft  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  he  perceived  the  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity  of  poflefting  himfelf  of  the  two  points  Levi, 
and  Orleans  ;  foon  after  his  landing,  he  received  ad¬ 
vice  from  the  admiral,  that  there  was  reafon  to  think 
the  enemy  had  artillery  and  a  force  on  the  former  of 
thefe  points  ;  wherefore,  he  detached  brigadier  Monc¬ 
ton  with  four  battalions,  to  drive  them  from  thence; 
The  brigadier  pafied  the  river  the  29th  at  night,  and 
marched  the  next  day  to  the  point  •,  he  obliged  the 
enemy’s  irregulars  to  retire,  and  poffefted  himfelf  of 
that  poft.  The  general  alfo  detached  colonel  Carleton 
to  point  Orleans,  from  whence  his  operations  were 
likely  to  begin.  Batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were 
e reded  with  great  difpatch,  on  point  Levi,  to  bom- 
brad  the  town  and  magazines,  and  to  injure  the  works 

and 
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and  batteries :  the  french  perceiving  tliefe  works  in 
fome  forwardnefs,  paffed  the  river  with  1600  men 
to  attack  and  deftroy  them.  Unluckily  they  fell  into 
confufion,  fired  upon  one  another,  and  went  back 
again,  by  which  the  englifh  loft  an  opportunity  of 
defeating  this  large  detachment.  The  effedt  of  the 
batteries  on  Levi  point  was  very  great,  although  they 
fired  acrofs  the  river,  the  upper  town  was  loon  confi- 
derably  damaged,  and  the  lower  town  entirely  de¬ 
ftroy  ed. 

On  the  28th  at  midnight,  the  garrifon  fent  down 
from  Quebec  feven  Hrefhips  •,  and  though  the  englifh 
fhips  and  tranfports  were  fo  numerous,  and  necelfa- 
rily  fpread  fo  great  a  part  of  the  channel,  yet  they 
were  all  towed  clear  aground  without  fuffering  the  leaft 
damage.  Admiral  Saunders  was  ftationed  below  in 
the  north  channel  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  oppofite  to 
Montmorencij  admiral  Holmes  was  ftationed  above 
the  town,  at  once  to  diftradt  the  enemy’s  attention, 
and  to  prevent  any  attempts  from  them  againft  the 
batteries  that  played  upon  the  town. 

The  beginning  of  July,  general  Wolfe  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  the  commandant,  publifhing  his  defign 
of  attacking  the  town,  on  the  part  of  his  britannic 
majefty  •,  at  the  fame  time  fignifying  that  it  was  his  ma- 
jefty’s  exprefs  command,  to  have  the  war  condudted 
without  piadfifing  the  inhuman  method  of  fcalpino-, 
and  that  it  was  expedted  the  french  troops  under  his 
command  to  copy  the  example,  as  they  fhould  an- 
fwer  the  contrary.  The  marquis  de  Vadreuil  returned 
a  very  polite  anfwer  ;  intimating  his  furprife,  that 
with  fo  few  forces,  he  fhould  attempt  the  conquefc  of 
fo  exteniive  and  populous  a  country  as  Canada. 

The  works  for  the  fecurity  of  the  hofpitals  and 
ftoits  upon  the  ifland  of  Orleans  being  finifhed,  on 
the  9th  of  july  at  night,  general  Wolfe  caufed  the 
troops  to  be  tranfported  over  the  north  channel  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  north  eaft  of  the  river 

Montmorenci, 
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Montmorenci,  with  a  view  of  piaffing  that  river,  and 
forcing  the  enemy  to  an  engagement.  The  ground 
on  his  fide  the  river  was  higher  than  that  on  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fide,  and  commanded  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  general  was  of  opinion  it  might  be  made  ufeful 
to  him.  There  is  befides,  a  ford  below  the  falls  in  the 
river  Montmorenci,  which  may  be  pafled  for  fome 
hours  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb,  and  beginning  of 
the  flood  tide  ;  Wolfe  had  hopes  that  pofiible  means 
might  be  found  of  palling  the  river  above,  fo  as  to 
fight  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  upon  terms  of  lefs  dif- 
advantage,  than  direftly  attacking  his  intrenchments. 
In  reconnoitring  the  river  Montmorenci,  he  found  it 
fordable  at  a  place  three  miles  up ;  but  the  oppofite 
bank  was  intrenched,  and  fo  fteep  and  woody,  that  it 
was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt  a  paflage  there. 

The  1 8th  of  July,  two  men  of  war,  two  armed 
floops,  and  two  tranfports  with  fome  troops  on  board 
pafled  by  the  town  without  any  lofs,  and  got  into  the 
upper  river.  This  enabled  the  general  to  reconnoitre 
the  country  above  :  but  he  there  found  the  fame  at¬ 
tention  on  the  enemy’s  fide,  and  the  fame  difadvan- 
tages  on  his  own,  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  obftacles  to  his  communication  with 
his  fleet. 

However,  general  Wolfe,  to  divide  the  enemy’s 
force,  and  to  draw  their  attention  as  high  upon  the  ri¬ 
ver  as  pofiible,  and  to  procure  fome  intelligence,  lent 
a  detachment  under  colonel  Carlton,  to  land  at  the 
point  de  Trempe,  to  attack  whatever  he  might  find 
there,  bring  off  fome  prifoners,  and  all  the  ufeful  pa¬ 
pers  he  could  get.  The  general  had  been  informed, 
that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  had 
retired  to  that  place,  and  that  probably  he  would  find 
a  magazine  of  provifions  there.  The  colonel  was 
fired  upon  by  a  body  of  indians  the  moment  he 
landed  ;  but  they  were  foon  difperfed,  and  driven  in¬ 
to  the  wood  :  he  fearched  for  magazines,  but  to  no 
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purpofe ;  brought  off  fome  prifoners,  and  returned 
with  little  lois. 

The  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  marquis  de  Mont¬ 
calm  fent  down  the  river  above  an  hundred  fire  ftages  ; 
but  the  admiral  having  advice  thereof  fome  hours 
before,  the  whole  fleet  was  prepared  for  the  alarm. 
Nothing  could  be  more  dreadful  than  thefe  machines  ; 
each  was  about  18  feet  fquare,  compofed  of  rafts  of 
timber  to  a  confiderable  height,  filled  with  the  mod 
combuflible  materials,  and  armed  with  drags  and 
grapplings,  to  lay  hold  of  hawfers  and  cables  ;  each 
feparately  reprefenting  a  lofty  pillar  of  folid  fire,  and 
numbers  of  them  uniting,  would  frequently  form  a 
rank  of  fire  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long.  Even  thefe 
did  the  englifii  fleet  no  harm,  being  dragged  afhore 
by  the  boats. 

The  general  found  that  no  aflaults  on  the  city 
would  prove  of  any  fervice,  whilft  the  fleet  could 
only  batter  the  lower  town,  and  mud  fuffer  greatly  by 
the  cannon  and  bombs  of  the  upper  ;  for  after  the 
reduction  of  the  lower  town,  the  pafiages  to  the  upper 
were  fo  extremely  fteep,  and  moreover  fo  well  in¬ 
trenched,  that  this  advantage  would  prove  little  to¬ 
wards  the  conqueft  of  the  city.  The  only  point  left 
therefore,  was,  by  every  means  to  entice  or  force  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement.  Nothing  was  ever  finer 
contrived,  than  the  maneuvres  which  general  Wolfe 
made  to  bring  that  defign  to  bear.  But  M.  de  Mont¬ 
calm,  in  chufing  his  poll  was  well  apprifed  of  its  im¬ 
portance,  he  kept  himfelf  clofe  in  it,  difpofing  his 
parties  of  favages,  in  which  he  was  very  ftrong,  in 
inch  a  manner  as  make  any  attempt  upon  him  by  fur- 
prife  abfolutely  impoffible.  Neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of 
every  difficulty,  the  genera]  refolved  to  take  the  firft 
opportunity  which  prefented  itfelf,  of  attacking  the 
enemy  *,  though  polled  to  fuch  great  advantage,  and 
every  where  prepared  to  receive  him. 
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As  the  men  of  war  could  not  (for  want  of  fuffi-. 
cicnt  depth  of  water)  come  near  enough  the  enemy’s 
intrenchments,  to  annoy  them  in  the  leaft,  the  ad¬ 
miral  prepared  two  transports  (drawing  but  little  wa¬ 
ter)  which  upon  occafion,  could  be  run  aground,  to 
favour  a  defcent.  With  the  help  of  thefe  velfels, 
which  the  general  underftood  would  be  carried  clofe 
in  fliore  ;  he  propofed  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  a 
.  *  e<^°  ht  near  the  water’s  edge,  and  whofe 

fituation  appeared  to  be  out  of  mufket  fhot  of  the  in- 
trenchment  upon  the  hill  :  If  Montcalm  fupported 
this  detached  piece,  it  would  necefiarily  bring  on  an 
engagement,  what  the  general  moft  wifhed  for  ;  and, 
ir  not,  he  wrould  have  it  in  his  power  to  examine  the 
enemy’s  fituation,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  determine  where 
he  could  beft  attack  them. 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  an  engage¬ 
ment.  I  he  2  ift  of  July  in  the  forenoon,  the  boats 
ot  the  fleet  w^ere  filled  with  grenadiers,  and  a  part  of 
brigadier  Mondton’s  brigade  from  point  Levi  :  the 
two  brigades,  under  brigadiers  Townfhend  and  Mur¬ 
ray,  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  pafs  the  ford, 
when  it  fhould  be  thought  neceffary.  To  facilitate 
the  pafiage  ot  this  corps,  the  admiral  had  placed  the 
Centurion  in  the  channel,  lo  that  file  might  check 
the  fire  ot  the  lower  battery,  which  commanded  the 
ford  :  this  fhip  was  of  great  ufe,  as  her  fire  was  very 
judicioufly  diredled.  A  great  quantity  of  artillery 
was  placed  upon  the  eminence,  fo  as  to  batter  and  en¬ 
filade  the  left  of  their  intrenchments. 

From  the  veffel  which  run  aground  neared  in,  ge- 
neral  Wolfe  oblerved,  that  the  redoubt  was  too  much 
commanded  to  be  kept  without  very  great  lofs  ;  and 
ti^e  more  as  the  two  armed  fhips  could  not  be  brought 
near  enough  to  cover  both  with  their  artillery  and 
mufketry,  which  at  firft  he  conceived  they  might. 
But  as  the  enemy  l'eemed  in  lbme  confufion,  and  his 
troops  were  prepared  for  an  action,  he  thought  it  a 
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proper  time  to  make  an  attempt  upon  their  intrench- 
ments.  Orders  were  lent  to  the  brigadiers  general  to 
be  ready,  with  the  corps  under  their  command  ;  bri¬ 
gadier  Monfton  to  land,  and  the  brigadiers  Town- 
fhend  and  Murray  to  pafs  the  ford.  At  a  proper  time 
of  the  tide  the  fignal  was  made  ;  but  in  rowing  to¬ 
wards  the  fhore,  many  of  the  boats  grounded  upon 
a  ledge,  that  runs  off  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  This 
accident  put  them  into  fome  diforder,  loft  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  obliged  Mr.  Wolfe  to  fend  an  of¬ 
ficer  to  flop  brigadier  general  Townfhend’s  march, 
whom  he  then  obferved  to  be  in  motion.  While  the 
feamen  were  getting  the  boats  off,  the  enemy  fired  a 
number  of  fhot  and  fhells  ;  but  did  no  confiderable 
damage.  As  foon  as  this  diforder  could  be  fet  a  little 
to  rights,  and  the  boats  ranged  in  a  proper  manner, 
fome  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with  the 
general  to  find  a  better  place  to  land.  They  took 
one  fiat  bottomed  boat  with  them  to  make  the  expe¬ 
riment  •,  and,  as  foon  as  they  had  found  a  fit  part  of 
the  fhore,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  difembark, 
as  it  was  thought  not  yet  too  late  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

Thirteen  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  200  of  the 
fecond  royal  american  battalion  got  firft  on  fhore. 
The  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  form  themfelves  into 
four  diftinct  bodies,  and  to  begin  the  attack,  fupported 
by  brigadier  Moncton’s  corps,  as  foon  as  the  troops 
had  palled  the  ford,  and  were  at  hand  to  affift.  But 
whether  from  the  noife  and  hurry  at  landing,  or  from 
fome  other  caule,  the  grenadiers,  inftead  of  forming 
themfelves,  as  they  were  dire&ed,  ran  on  impetu- 
oufly  towards  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  in  the  ut- 
moft  diforder  and  confufion,  without  waiting  for  the 
corps  which  was  to  fuftain  them,  and  join  in  the 
attack.  Brigadier  Mondlon  was  not  landed,  and  bri¬ 
gadier  lownfhend  was  ftill  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
though  upon  his  march  to  join  them  in  very  great  or¬ 
der. 
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der.  The  grenadiers  were  checked  by  the  enemy’s 
firit  fire,  and  obliged  to  flicker  themfelves  in  or  about 
tne  redoubt,  which  the  french  abandoned  upon  their 
approach.  In  this  fituation  they  continued  for  Tome 
time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot  afire;  and  hav¬ 
ing  many  gallant  officers  wounded,  who  (carelefs  of 
their  perfons)  had  been  folely  intent  upon  their  duty. 
The  general  faw  the  neceffity  of  calling  them  off, 
that  they  might  form  behind  brigadier  Monfton’s 
corps,  which  was  then  landed,  and  drawn  up  on  the 
beach  in  exceeding  good  order.  By  this  new  acci¬ 
dent  and  this  fecond  delay,  it  was  near  night,  a  hid¬ 
den  ftorm  came  on,  and  the  tide  began  to  make,  fo 
that  general  Wolfe  very  wifely  thought  it  not  advife- 
able  to  perfevere  in  fo  difficult  an  attack,  left,  in  cafe 
of  a  repulfe,  the  retreat  of  brigadier  Townlhend’s 
corps  might  be  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Nothing  could  be  better  chofen,  than  the  place 
where  Mr.  Wolfe  made  this  attack.  It  was  the  only 
fipot  wherein  his  artillery  could  be  brought  into  ufe, 
and  it  had  a  good  effeft  upon  the  left  of  the  french. 
The  greateft  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops 
might  aft  at  once.  And,  a  retreat  (in  cafe  of  a  re¬ 
pulfe,)  was  fecure,  at  leaft  for  a  certain  time  of  the 
tide.  Neither  one  or  other  of  thefe  advantages  were 
to  be  found  in  any  other  place.  The  french  were  in¬ 
deed  ported  upon  a  commanding  eminence.  The 
beach  upon  which  the  troops  were  drawn  up,  was  of 
deep  mud,  with  holes,  and  cut  by  feveral  gullies. 
The  hill  to  be  afcended  very  fteep,  and  not  every 
where  practicable.  The  enemy  numerous  in  their  in- 
trenchments,  and  their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  had 
fucceedcd,  the  lofs  of  the  englilh  nmft  have  been 
great,  and  that  of  the  french  inconfiderable,  from  the 
ihelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  afforded  them. 
The  river  St.  Charles  remained  ftill  to  be  parted,  be¬ 
fore  the  town  was  inverted.  All  thefe  circum fiances 
the  general  confidered  ;  but  the  defire  to  aft,  in  con¬ 
formity 
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•formity  to  his  fovereign’s  intentions,  induced  him  to 
make  this  trial,  perfuaded,  as  he  himfelf  gallantly 
fexprefies  it,  that  a  victorious  army  finds  no  difficul- 
ties.  General  Wolfe  made  a  noble  retreat,  expofino- 
his  perfon  with  that  intrepidity,  which  diftinguifhed 
him  during  the  attack. 

1  he  lofs  fuftained  in  this  check  was  not  inconfi- 
derable ;  and  the  bad  fuccefs  difcouraged  the  <rene- 
ral  from  making  any  further  attempts  upon  that  fide. 
But  immediately  after  it,  he  lent  brigadier  Murray 
above  the  town  with  1200  men,  direct i ng  him  to  af- 
fift  rear-admiral  Holmes  in  the  deftruction  of  fome 
french  men  of  war  (if  they  could  be  got  at)  in  order 
to  open  a  communication  with  general  Amherft, 
The  brigadier  was  to  feek  every  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fighting  fome  of  the  enemy’s  detachments, 
provided  he  could  do  it  upon  tolerable  terms  ;  and  to 
ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  provoke  them  to  at¬ 
tack  him.  The  men  of  war  failed  up  the  river  for 
more  than  12  leagues:  the  brigadier  made  two  diffe¬ 
rent  attempts  to  land  .upon  the  north  fhore,  without 
fuccefs  ;  but  in  a  third  was  more  fortunate.  He  landed 
unexpectedly  at  de  Chambaud,  and  burnt  a  magazine 
there,  in  which  were  fome  provifions,  fome  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  all  the  fpare  ftores,  cloathing,  arms,  and 
baggage  of  the  french  army  ;  but  finding  that  their 
fliips  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  that  there  was  little 
profpeft  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  he  reported 
his  fituation  to  the  general,  who  thereupon  ordered 
him  to  join  the  army.  The  piifoners  he  took,  in¬ 
formed  him  of  the  fuccefs  of  fir  William  Johnfon 
again  ft  Niagara  ;  they  learned  likewife,  that  the  french 
had  abandoned  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga.  But 
this  intelligence,  otherwife  fo  pleafing,  brought  them' 
no  profpeCt  of  the  approach  of  any  affiftance  from 
tnat  quarter.  The  feafon  wafted  a  pace  ;  and  what 
was  equally  of  bad  confequence,  the  general  fell  vio¬ 
lently  ill  of  a  fever,  confumed  by  care,  watching:, 
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and  fatigue,  too  great  to  be  fupported  by  fo  delicat# 
a  body,  which  was  fo  unequal  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
foul  which  it  lodged.  It  was  death  to  him  to  think 
of  returning  home,  without  being  victorious  :  and 
and  although  he  knew  every  thing  was  executed  to 
enfure  fuccefs,  which  his  enterprifing  genius  could 
fugged  *,  yet  he  alfo  knew  how  partial  the  world  is 
to  fuccefs,  and  that  no  military  conduCt  can  Urine  un- 
lefs  guilded  with  it.  In  ffiort,  the  fear  of  not  being 
fuccefsful,  the  hopes  of  his  country,  and  great  fuccefs 
of  other  generals  turned  inward  upon  him,  and  con¬ 
verted  difappointment  into  difeafe  *.  As  foon  as  he 
was  a  little  recovered,  he  difpatched  an  exprefs,  with 
an  account  of  his  proceedings,  to  England  ;  we  may 
trace  throughout  it  feveral  marks  of  his  defpair  of 
taking  the  town  •,  but,  although  his  letter  is  wrote  in 
the  {tile  of  defpondency,  yet,  he  has  exprefled  himfelf 
with  fuch  perfpicuous  elegance,  that  we  may  fairly 
fay,  he  fought  and  wrote  with  the  fame  fpirit. 

It  was  determined  in  a  confultation  which  he  held 
with  his  general  officers,  a  little  before  he  lent  away  his 
difpatches,  that,  (as  more  fhips  and  provifions  were 
then  got  above  the  town)  they  fhould  try,  by  con¬ 
veying  up  a  corps  of  4  or  5000  men  (which  was  near¬ 
ly  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  army,  after  the  points 
of  Levi  and  Orleans  were  left  in  a  proper  date  of  de¬ 
fence)  to  draw  the  enemy  from  their  advantageous  fitu- 
ation,  and  bring  them  to  an  adtion. 

This  determination  was  accordingly  put  in  execu¬ 
tion.  General  Wolfe  drew  off  all  his  artillery,  ftores, 
baggage,. &c.  from  his  camp  at  Montmorency,  which 
was  broke  up,  and  the  troops,  &c.  conveyed  to  the 
fouth  ead  of  the  river,  and  encamped  at  point  Levi. 
The  fquadron  under  admiral  Holmes  made  move¬ 
ments  up  the  river,  for  feveral  days  fucceffively,  in 
order  to  draw  the  enemy’s  attention  as  far  from  the 
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town  as  poflibie.  But  nothing  could  induce  M.  de 
Montcalm  to  quit  his  poll ;  indeed  thefe  feints  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fome  meafure,  as  it  induced  him  to  detach 
M.  de  Bougainville  with  1 500  men  to  watch  their  mo¬ 
tions,  and  to  proceed  along  the  weftern  fhore  of  the 
river,  while  the  englifh  army  directed  its  march  the 
fame  way  on  the  eaftern  bank. 

On  the  5th  and  6th  of  feptember,  the  general 
marched  from  point  Levi,  and  embarked  the  forces 
in  tranfports,  which  had  pafled  the  town  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  And  as  foon  as  he  faw  that  matters  were  ripe 
for  affion,  he  ordered  the  fhips  under  admiral  Saun¬ 
ders  to  make  a  feint,  as  if  they  propofed  to  attack  the 
french  in  their  intrenchments,  on  the  Beauport  fhore 
below  the  town,  and  by  their  motions  to  give  this 
feint  all  the  appearance  of  a  reality  which  it  poffibly 
could  have.  This  difpofition  being  made  below  the 
town,  general  Wolfe  ordered  the  light  infantry,  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  Howe,  the  regiments  of  Bragg, 
Kennedy,  Lafcelles,  and  Anftruther,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  highlanders,  and  the  american  grenadiers, 
the  whole-  under  the  command  of  brigadier  Monfton 
and  Murray,  to  be  put  into  the  flat  bottomed  boats, 
about  one  in  the  morning  of  the  13th.  To  amufe 
the  enemy,  and  conceal  his  real  defign,  they  went 
with  admiral  Holmes’s  divifion  three  leagues  further 
up  the  river  than  the  intended  place  of  his  landing  ; 
then  the  boats  fell  down  filently  with  the  tide,  unob¬ 
served  by  the  french  centinels  polled  along  the  Ihore. 
The  rapidity  of  the  current  carried  them  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  intended  place  of  attack  ;  the  fhips  followed, 
and,  by  the  greateft  good  management  in  the  world’ 
arrived  juft  at  the  time  which  had  been  concerted  to 
cover  their  landing.  Never  was  moment  more  criti¬ 
cal  •,  never  any  conduct  more  admirable,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  land  and  lea  fervice,  than  what  was  dis¬ 
played  on  this  occafion,  amidft  the  continual  danger 
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of  lofing  the  communication  in  a  dark  night,  and  oil 
fuch  a  rapid  current. 

The  troops  not  being  able  to  land  at  the  place  pro¬ 
posed  ;  they  were  put  on  fhore  at  another  fpot ;  where* 
as  foon  as  they  had  landed,  an  hill  appeared  before^ 
them,  extremely  high  and  fteep  in  its  afcent ;  a  little 
path  winded  up  this  afcent,  fo  narrow,  that  two  men 
could  not  go  a-breaft.  Even  this  path  was  intrenched, 
and  a  captain’s  guard  defended  it.  Such  great  diffi¬ 
culties  did  not  abate  the  hopes  of  the  general,  or  the 
ardor  of  the  troops.  Colonel  Howe’s  light  infantry 
fcrambled  up  this  path,  by  laying  hold  of  boughs 
and  Humps  of  trees,  and,  after  a  little  firing,  difiodg- 
cd  the  guard,  and  cleared  the  path  ;  by  which  means, 
with  a  very  little  lofs  from  a  few  Canadians  and  in* 
dians  in  the  wood,  they  got  up,  and  were  immediately 
formed.  The  boats,  as  they  emptied,  were  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  back  for  the  fecond  embarkation,  which 
brigadier  Townfhend  made.  Brigadier  Murray,  who 
had  been  detached,  with  Anftruther’s  battalion  to  at¬ 
tack  a  four  gun  battery  upon  the  left,  was  recalled 
by  the  general,  who  formed  his  little  army  in  order 
of  battle,  having  his  right  covered  by  the  Louifburg 
grenadiers  ;  on  the  right  of  thefe  were  Otway’s  •,  to 
the  left  of  the  grenadiers  were  Bragg’s,  Kennedy’s, 
Lafcelle’s,  highlanders,  and  Anftruther’s;  the  right 
of  this  body  was  commanded  by  brigadier  Monfton, 
and  the  left  by  brigadier  Murray  ;  his  rear  and  left 
were  protected  by  colonel  Howe’s  light  infantry. 
The  whole  army  was  in  order  of  battle  at  break 
of  day. 

The  marquis  de  Montcalm,  when  he  heard  that 
the  englifh  had  afcended  the  hill,  and  were  formed 
on  the  high  ground  at  the  back  of  the  town,  fcarcely 
credited  the  intelligence,  and  (till  believed  it  to  be  a 
feint,  to  induce  him  to  abandon  that  ftrongpoft  which 
had  been  the  objedtof  all  the  real  attempts  that  had 
been  made  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 

But 
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But  he  was  foon  fatally  undeceived.  He  clearly  fkw 
that  the  englifh  fleet  and  army  were  in  fuch  an  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation,  that  the  upper  and  lower  town 
might  be  attacked  in  concert,  and  that  nothing  but 
a  battle  could  poflibly  lave  it.  He  accordingly  de¬ 
termined  to  fight,  and  quitting  his  camp,  crofled  the 
river  St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops  oppofite  to 
the  englifh  army.  His  center  was  a  column,  and 
formed  by  the  battalions  of  Bearne  and  Guienne  ; 
his  right  was  compofed  of  half  of  the  troops  of  the 
colony,  the  battalions  of  la  Saure,  Languedoc,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Canadians  and  indians ;  his  left 
confifted  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops  of  the  colo¬ 
ny,  and  the  battalion  of  royal’  Roufillon.  General 
Wolfe  perceiving  that  Montcalm  defigned  to  flank 
his  left,  ordered  brigadier  general  Townlhdnd,  with 
Amherft’s  battalion,  and  two  battalions  of  the  royal 
americans,  to  proted  it :  and  alfo  drew  Webb’s  up, 
as  his  corps,  de  referve,  in  eight  fub-divifions,  with 
large  intervals.  The  french  lined  the  bufhes  in  their 
front,  with  1500  indians  and  Canadians,  where  they 
alfo  placed  their  bell  markmen,  who  kept  up  a  very 
galling,  though  irregular  fire  upon  the  whole  englifh 
line,  who  bore  it  with  the  greateft  patience  and  <?ood 
order,  referving  their  fire  for  the  main  body  of  the 
french,  now  advancing.  This  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
however  checked,  by  the  pofts  in  Mr.  Wolfe’s  front. 
Lhe  frencn  brought  up  two  pieces  of  cannon  ;  the 
englifh  were  able  to  get  up  but  one  gun,  which  be- 
ing  admirably  well  ferved,  galled  their  column  ex¬ 
ceedingly.  The  general  exhorted  his  troops  to  re- 
lerve  their  fire  •,  and  at  forty  yards  diftance  they  gave 
it,  which  took  place  in  its  full  extent,  and  made 
terrible  havock  among  the  french  ;  ic  was  fuppoued 
with  as  much  vivacity  as  it  was  begun,  and  the  enemy 
every  where  yielded  to  it  •,  but  juft  in  the  moment, 
wnen  the  fortune  of  the  field  began  to  declare  itfelf 
general  Wolfe  (in  whole  life  the  fuccefs  of  all  was 
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included)  fell ;  general  Mondon,  the  next  to  him  in 
command,  fell  immediately  after,  and  both  were 
conveyed  out  of  the  field  •,  the  command  now  devolv¬ 
ed  on  general  Townfhend,  at  a  very  critical  time  ; 
for,  although  the  enemy  began  to  fall  back,  and 
were  much  broken,  the  lofs  of  the  two  generals  was 
a  very  diicouraging  circumfbance  to  the  men,  whole 
fpirits  are  generally  damped  at  the  lols  of  their  com¬ 
manders  *,  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  here.  Part  of 
the  enemy  foon  after  made  a  lecond  reirit  attack.  Part 
took  to  feme  thick  coppice  wood,  and  feemed  tQ 
make  a  Hand.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  each  corps 
feemed  in  a  manner  to  exert  itfelf,  with  a  view  to  its 
own  peculiar  charader.  1  he  grenadiers,  Braggs, 
and  Lafcelle’s  preffed  on  with  their  bayonet’s.  Bri¬ 
gadier  Murray  advancing  with  the  troops  under  his 
command,  brifkly  completed  the  rout  on  that  fide ; 
when  the  highlanders,  fupported  by  Anftruther’s  took 
to  their  broad  fwords,  and  drove  part  of  the  enemy 
into  the  town,  and  part  to  their  works  at  the  bridge, 
on  the  river  St.  Charles.  The  adion  on  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  englilh  was  not  fo  fevere.  The  houfes 
into  which  the  light  infantry  were  thrown,  were  well 
defended,  being  fupported  by  colonel  Howe,  who, 
takinp  poll  with  two  companies  behind  a  fmall  cop¬ 
pice,  and  frequently  rallying  upon  the  flanks  of  the 
enemy,  during  their  attack,  drove  them  often  into 
heaps  •,  again  ft  the  front  of  this  body  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  general  Townlhend  advanced,  platoons  of  Am- 
herll’s  reeiment,  which  totally  prevented  their  right 
S,;  from  executing  their  firft  intention.  Mr. 
Townfhend'  was  no  fooner  told  that  he  commanded, 
than  he  immediately  repaired  to  the  ccniei  of  trie 
army,  and  finding  the  purluit  had  put  part  of  the. 
troops  in  diforder,  he  formed  them  as  loon  as  poffible. 
Scarce  was  this  effeded,  than  M.  Bougainville,  witn 
his  corps,  which  had  retired  to  cape  Rouge,  of  2000 
men  appeared  in  his  rear.  The  general  advanced. 
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two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  battalions  towards 
him  ;  upon  which  he  retired.  But  he  could  not  be 
purfued,  as  his  corps  occupied  ground  which  was  al- 
nioft  impenetrable,  by  the  woods  and  fwamps.  A 
great  number  of  french  officers  were  taken  on  the 
field  of  battle  5  and  one  piece  of  cannon  ;  1500  of 
their  men  fell ;  mod  of  them  regulars.  The  lofs  of 
the  englifh  did  not  exceed  500  ;  but  in  the  death  of 
their  commander  they  fuftained  a  lofs  much  more 
confiderable.  A  retentive  memory,  a  deep  judgment, 
a  comprehenfion  amazingly  quick  and  clear;  acon- 
ftitutional  courage,  not  only  uniform,  but  daring, 
perhaps  fometimes  even  to  excefs,  all  confpired  to 
form  an  accompliffied  hero.  He  poffefied  a  ftrength, 
fteadinefs,  and  activity  of  mind,  which  no  difficulties 
could  obftruCt,  nor  danger  deter  ;  and  which  enabled 
him  when  very  young  to  fignalize  himfelf  in  his  pro- 
feffion.  Even  fo  early  as  the  battle  of  La-feldt,  when 
fcarce  20  years  of  age,  he  exerted  himfelf  in  fo  ma- 
fterly  a  manner,  at  a  very  critical  juncture,  that  it 
drew  the  higheft  encomiums  from  the  great  officer, 
then  at  the  head  of  our  army.  Even  after  the  peace 
he  fpent  great  part  of  his  time  in  forming  the  military 
character  :  he  introduced  fuch  regularity  and  exad> 
nefs  of  difcipline  into  his  corps,  that,  as  long  as  the 
fix  britiffi  battalions  on  the  plain  of  Minden  are  re¬ 
corded  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  fo  long  will  King- 
fley’s  ftand  amongft  the  foremoft  in  the  glory  of  that 
day.  He  was  early  in  the  moft  fecret  confultations  for 
the  attack  of  Rochfort ;  where  he  afterwards  offered 
to  make  good  a  landing  :  his  con  dud:  at  Louifburg, 

I  have  already  given  an  account  of.  And  at  Quebec, 
having  completed  his  character,  and  anfwered  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  his  country,  he  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
conquering  troops,  and,  like  the  great  Guftavus,  ex¬ 
pired  in  the  arms  of  victory.  There  were  a  few  cir- 
cumftances  attending  his  death,  that  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
membered.  He  firft  received  a  wound  in  his  head  *, 

F  f  4  bus 
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but  that  he  might  not  difcourage  his  troops,  he  wrap-* 
peel  it  tipin  his  handkerchief,  and  encouraged  his  mer$ 
to  advance  ;  foon  after  he  received  another  ball  in 
his  belly  ;  this  alfo  he  diffembled,  and  exerted  him- 
felf  as  before  ;  when  he  received  a  third  in  his  bread, 
under  which  he  at  laft  funk,  and  buffered  himfelf 
unwillingly  to  be  carried  behind  the  ranks.  As  he 
was  ftruggling  under  three  fuch  wounds,  he  begged 
one  who  attended  him,  to  fupport  him  to  view  the 
held  ;  but  finding,  that  the  approach  of  death  had 
dimmed  his  fight,  he  defired  an  officer  near  him,  to 
give  him  an  account  of  what  he  faw.  He  was  an- 
iwered,  that  the  enemy  feemed  broken  ,  repeating  hi$ 
queftion  foon  after,  with  much  anxiety*,  he  was  told 
that  the  enemy  was  totally  defeated,  and  that  they 
fled  in  all  parts.  Then  faid  he,  cc  I  am  fatisfied 
and  immediately  he  expired.  It  is  very  remarkable, 
that  the  fir  ft  in  command  on  both  Tides  ffiould  be  killed*, 
raid  fecond  dangeroufly  wounded  ;  the  french  officer 
died  of  his  wounds ;  but  general  Mondton  happily 
recovered.  In  the  marquis  de  Montcalm,  the  french 
loft  an  able  and  experienced  general,  who  had  fup- 
ported  his  high  reputation  during  the  whole  war  in 
north  America  :  his  condudt  in  the  command  of  that 
army,  at  the  head  of  which  he  fell,  was  very  great  ; 
he  omitted  nothing  that  human  prudence  could  fug¬ 
ged:,  during  the  whole  campaign  ;  but  it  was  his  fate 
to  be  conquered  by  fuperior  abilities. 

General  Townfhend  employed  himfelf  after  the 
adlion  in  ftrengthening  his  camp  beyond  infult  ;  in 
making  a  road  up  the  precipice  for  his  cannon;  in 
getting  up  the  artillery,  preparing  the  batteries  *,  and 
cutting  off  the  enemy’s  communication  with  the 
country.  The  1 7th  at  noon,  before  he  had  any 
battery  eredted,  or  could  have  any  for  two  or  three 
days,  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  of  the  town,  with 
propofais  of  capitulation,  which  the  general  Tent  back 
acain,  allowing  the  governor  four  hours  to  capi¬ 
tulate. 


.  1.  . 


C  441  ) 

folate,  or  no  further  treaty.  The  admiral  had  at  this 
time  brought  rip  his  large  (hips,  as  intending  to  at¬ 
tack  the  town  ;  but  the  french  officer  returned  at  night, 
with  terms  of  capitulation  *,  which  the  admiral  'and 

general 

*  Article  I.  M.  de  Ramefay  demands  the  honours  of  war  for  his 
garrifon  ;  and  that  it  fhall  be  conduced  back  to  the  army  in  fafety, 
by  the  ffiorteft  road,  with  their  arms,  baggage,  fix  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  two  mortars  or  howitzers,  and  twelve  rounds.  t(  The 
garrifon  of  the  town,  compofed  of  land  forces,  marines,  and 
failois,  fhall  march  out  with  their  arm9  and  baggage,  drums 
**  beating,  lighted  matches,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  12 
*e  rounds ;  and  fhall  be  embarked  as  conveniently  as  poflible,  in 
f(  order  to  be  landed  at  the  firft  port  of  France. ” 

Art.  II.  That  the  inhabitants  fhall  be  maintained  in  the  po/Tef- 

fion  of  their  houfes,  goods,  efFeds,  and  privileges.- - Granted, 

provided  they  lay  down  thair  arms.” 

hi.  T  hat  the  laid  inhabitants  fhall  not  be  molcftcd  on  ac-* 
count  of  their  having  borne  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  as 
they  were  forced  to  it,  and  as  it  is  cultomary  for  the  inhabitants  of 

the  colonies  of  both  crowns  to  ferve  as  militia.- - .«<  Granted.” 

Art.  IV.  That  theeffeds  belonging  to  the  abfent  officers  or  inha¬ 
bitants,  fhall  not  be  touched _ “  Granted.” 

Art.  V.  That  the  faid  inhabitants  fhall  not  be  removed,  nor 
obliged  to  quit  their  houfes,  until  their  condition  fhall  be  fettled  by 
a  definitive  treaty  between  their  molt  chriftian  and  britannic  maie- 
jefties. - «  Ganted.”  .  J 

Art.  VI.  That  the  exercife  of  the  catholic,  apoltolic,  and  roman 
fehgion  fhall  be  preferved ;  and  that  fafeguards  fhall  be  wanted  to 
the  houfes  of  the  clergy,  and  to  the  monafteries,  particularly  to 
the  bifhop  of  Quebec,  who,  animated  with  zeal  for  religion,  and 
charity  for  the  people  of  his  diocefe,  defires  to  refide  conllantly  in 
it,  to  exercife  freely,  and  with  that  decency,  which  his  character 
and  the  facred  myfteries  of  the  catholic,  apoftolic,  and  roman  re¬ 
ligion  require,  his  epifcopal  authority  in  the  town  of  Quebec 
wherever  he  fhall  think  it  proper,  until  the  pofteffion  of  Canada 
ihall  have  been  decided  by  a  treaty,  between  their  molt  chriftian  and 
pntanmc  majefties.  —  “  The  free  exercife  of  the  roman  religion. 
„  ^afeSua^s  granted  to  all  religious  perfons,  as  well  as  to  the  bi-  ' 
inop,  who  Ihall  be  at  liberty  to  come  and  exercife  freely,  and 
‘  Wlth  Gecenc7>  the  fund  ions  of  his  office,  whenever  he  fhall  think 

u  ?f°per’  u“ul  poffieffion  of  Canada  fhall  have  been  decided, 
between  their  britannic  and  moft  chriftian  majefties.” 

,  X*l'  ThaVhe  artiIIery  an4  warlike  ftores  fhall  be  delivered 
pps  bona  fide,  and  an  inventory  taken  thereof.- — Granted.” 

Art.  VIII. 
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general  confidered,  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  eight  m 
the  morning  of  the  18th.  The  terms  were  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  than  would  have  been  granted,  had  not 
ieveral  circumftances  concurred  to  induce  the  admw 
ral  and  general  to  confent  to  them.  The  enemy  were 
affembling  in  the  rear  of  the  englifh  army,  and, 
what  was  more  formidable,  the  very  wet  and  cold 

feafon. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  Tick,  wounded,  commiffiaries,  chaplains, 
phyficians,  furgeons,  apothecaries,  and  other  perfons  emyloyed  in 
hofpitals,  fhall  be  treated  agreeable  to  the  cartel  fettled  between 
their  moft  chriflian  and  britannic  majefties,  on  the  6th  of  february, 
1759. - “  Granted.” 

Art.  IX.  That  before  delivering  up  the  gate,  and  the  entrance 
of  the  town  to  the  englifh  forces,  their  general  will  be  pleafed  to, 
fend  fome  foldiers  to  be  placed  as  fafeguards  at  the  churches,  con¬ 
vents,  and  chief  habitations. - “  Granted. ” 

Art.  X.  That  the  commander  of  the  city  of  Quebec  fhall  be. 
permitted  to  fend  advice  to  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  governor 
general,  of  the  redudlion  of  the  town;  as  alfo,  that  this  general 
fhall  be  allowed  to  write  to  the  french  minidry,  to  inform  them 
thereof. - <c  Granted. 

Art.  XI.  That  the  prefent  capitulation  fhall  be  executed  accord- 
ding  to  its  form  and  tenor,  without  being  liable  to  non-execution, 
under  pretence  of  reprifals,  or  the  non-execution  of  any  preceding 
capitulation. - l(  Granted.” 

The  prefent  treaty  has  been  made  and  fettled  between  us,  and 
duplicates  figned  at  the  camp  before  Quebec,  the  1 8th  of 
feptember,  1759. 

Charles  Saunders, 
George  Townshend, 
De  Ramesay. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  at  the  battle  of  Que¬ 
bec,  feptember  13,  1759. 

Killed  —  1  general,  1  captain,  6  lieutenants,  1  enfign,  3  ferje- 

ants,  45  rank  and  file. - Wounded — 1  brigadier  general,  4  flafF 

officers,  12  captains,  26  lieutenants,  10  enfjgns,  25  ferjeants,  4 
drummers,  506  rank  and  file. - Miffing — 3  rank  and  file. 

Guns,  mortars,  ammunition,  &c.  found  in  the  cky  of  Quebec. 

f  6  pounders  1 

Brafs  ordnance,  <  4  3 

/  2  2 


Iron 
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feafon,  which  threatened  the  troops  with  ficknefs,  and 
the  fleet  with  accidents  •,  it  had  made  the  road  fo  bad 
that  general  Townfhend  could  not  get  a  gun  up  for 
fome  time ;  add  to  this,  the  advantage  of  entering 
the  town,  with  the  walls  in  a  defenfible  ftate,  and  the 
being  able  to  put  a  garrifoo  in  it  ftrong  enough  to 
prevent  all  furprife.  Thefe  were  fufficient  confide- 
xations  for  granting  the  governor  the  terms  that 
were  agreed  to.  A  garrifon  of  5000  men  was  left 
in  the  city  under  brigadier  general  Murray,  with  a 
plenty  of  proviflorts  and  ammunition  for  the  winter. 
The  fleet  failed  to  England  foon  after,  fearing  leaft 
the  fetting  in  of  the  frofts  fliould  lock  them  up  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

In  this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  manner  was  finifhed 
as  difficult  and  fevere  a  campaign  as  ever  was  conduct¬ 
ed.  How  could  it  reafonably  have  been  expe&ed,  that 
an  army  of  7000  men  ffiould  take  a  city,  extremely 
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.  fWith  a  Confl,derable  quantity  of  powder,  ball,  fmall  arras,  and 
intrenching  tools,  &c  Lefides  37  cannon  and  one  mortar,  found 
between  the  river  St.  Charles  and  Beauport, 
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ftrong  by  its  fituation,  defended  by  a  numerous  gar** 
rifon,  and  having  an  army,  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
befiegers,  intrenched  under  its  walls,  in  one  of  the 
moft  advantageous  polls,  perhaps,  in  the  world  ^ 
and  when  that  army  was  to  be  forced  to  an  engage¬ 
ment,  a  gain  ft  the  inclinations  of  an  able  and  cauti¬ 
ous  commander  ?  There  never  poffibly  was  an  enter- 
prile  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty,  conduced  with  fo  fuch 
wifdom  and  fuccefs  as  this  expedition.  The  impediments 
which  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  enemy  threw  in  the  commander’s  way,  .were  fuch 
difficult  obftacles,  that  nothing  but  the  genius  of  ge¬ 
nius  Wolfe  could  ever  have  furmounted  them.  Thofe 
movements,  fo  daring,  judicious,  and  admirably  well 
concerted,  which  at  laft  drew  Montcalm  from  his 
impregnable  intrenchments,  were  hardly  ever  equalled: 
they  were  mafterpieces  in  the  art  of  war.  Nor  was 
unanimity,  diligence  or  (kill,  wanting  on  the  part  of 
the  marine  :  Without  them,  even  the  genius  of  the 
general  could  not  have  fucceeded.  It  does  honour  to 
the  feveral  commanders  in  this  expedition,  both  in 
the  fea  and  land  fervice,  to  find  what  a  perfect  har^ 
mony  fubfifted  between  them,  during  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  that  were  performed  •,  wherein  they  ufed  the 
moft  zealous  endeavours  to  fecond  each  other’s  ef¬ 
forts.  Thejoy  which  overfpread  the  whole  kingdom, 
on  receiving  the  news  of  the  conquefl  of  Quebec, 
would  have  been  general  and  complete,  had  there  not 
been  a  mixture  of  grief  for  the  lofs  of  the  general. 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  mod  elegant  fpeech  let  off  the  great 
fervices  performed  at  Quebec,  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  which  had  fuch  an  effecT,  that  a  magnificent 
monument  was  voted  for  the  deceafed  general  in, 
Weflminfter  abbey  *,  the  living  generals  and  admirals 
received  that  great  honour,  the  thanks  of  their  coun¬ 
try  by  their  reprefentatives 

After 

*  A  little  circumftance  was  talked  off  at  that  time,  and  it  de- 

ferves  to  be  recorded,  as  it  (hews  a  firrunefs  of  fentiment,  and  juft- 

nefs 
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After  Quebec  furrenderecl,  the  french  army  under 
iM.  de  Levy  retired  to  Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres, 
the  only  places  of  any  confequence  they  had  left  in 
Canada  :  and  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  fubfiftence 
in  any  attempt  they  might  be  induced  to  make  to¬ 
wards  the  recovery  of  Quebec  in  the  winter,  that 
country  along  the  river  was  laid  wade  for  a  confider- 
able  extent.  A  meafure  which  would  not  have  been 
executed,  had  it  not  been  found  necefiary  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Amherft  was  profecuting 
the  war  on  lake  Champlain  with  great  diligence ;  but 
the  nature  of  the  country  all  over  America,  makes  it 
very  difficult  to  carry  on  any  military  expedition.  M. 
de  Bourlemaque,  the  commander  of  the  french  troops 
again  ft  him,  after  having  abandoned  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  retired  to  the  ifle  au  Noix,  with 
35°°  men,  and  100  cannon;  he  had  four  vefTels  on 
tne  lake,  viz.  la  Vigilante,  a  fchooner  of  10  guns, 
fix  and  four  pounders,  a  (loop  called  Mafque  Longuy, 
of  two  brais  12  pounders,  and  fix  iron  fix  pounders  ; 
L  Brochette,  of  eight  guns,  fix  and  four  pounders  ; 
and  1  Efturgeon  of  eight  guns,  fix  and  four  pounders, 

ncfs  of  thinking,  in  the  lower  kind  of  people,  that  is  rarely  met 
with,  even  amongd  perions  of  education,  The  mother  of  general 
Wolfe  was  an  objedt  marked  out  for  pity,  by  great  and  peculiar 
difticfs  j  tne  public  wound  pierced  her  mind  with  a  particular  af¬ 
fliction,  who  had  experienced  the  dutiful  fon,  the  amiable  domekic 
character,  whilk  the  world  admired  the  accompliihed  officer.  With¬ 
in  a  few  months  fine  had  lok  her  hufband  ;  fhe  now  loll  this  fon, 
hei  only  child.  The  populace  of  the  village  where  ffie  lived,  una- 
nimouky  agreed  to  admit  no  illuminations  or  firings,  or  any  other 
figns  of  rejoycing  whatfoever,  near  her  houfe,  leak  they  fiiould 
fieem  by  an  ill-timed  triumph,  to  infult  over  her  diftrefs.  There 
was  a  juknefs  in  this,  and  vvhofoever  knows  the  people,  knows 
that  they  made  no  fmall  lacrifice  on  this  occafion. 

*  r>  j  ,  ,  ,  Campbell, 

,  But  1  cfnnot  here  help  taking  notice  how,  fimiJar  this  beha- 
yiour  towards  Canada,  was  to  that  which  the  duke  de  Belleifle  di¬ 
rected  marfhal  Contades  to  ufe  towards  Hanover,  &c.  ;  both  were 
for  cxaftly  the  fame  reafon ;  but  yet  we  did  not  fcruple  to  cry  out 
loucdj-  again k  the  inhumanity  of  the  french. 

befides 
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befides  fwivels  mounted  in  all.  General  Amherft  no 
fooner  underftood,  that  the  french  had  this  naval  force, 
than  he  fent  for  captain  Loring,  who  was  building  a 
brigantine  at  Ticonderoga  ;  and  having  informed  him 
of  it,  the  captain  thought  the  brigantine  would  not 
be  of  fufficient  force,  and  concluded  on  building  a 
Radeaux,  to  ufe  its  guns  on  the  lake,  as  well  as  to 
tranfport  them  over  the  fame. 

On  the  lft  of  feptember,  the  general  learnt  further, 
that  M.  de  Bourlemaque  had  launched  a  new  veflel, 
pierced  for  16  Guns  ;  he  therefore  again  fent  for  cap¬ 
tain  Loring,  that  a  fecondveflel  might  be  built,  if  it 
could  be  done,  without  retarding  the  other,  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  enemy  were  trying  all  they  cotfld  to 
have  a  fuperior  force  by  water  ;  the  captain  came  on 
the  3d,  and  in  conclufion  a  (loop  of  16  guns  was 
built.  The  utmoft  diligence  being  ufed  in  building 
thefe  veflels,  fo  that,  by  the  29th  of  feptember,  the 
Radeaux,  84  feet  in  length,  and  20  in  breadth,  to  carry 
fix  24  pounders,  was  launched.  On  the  iothof  Oc¬ 
tober,  the  brigantine  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  car- 
rying  fix  6  pounders,  twelve  4  pounders,  and  twenty 
fwivels,  70  feamen,  and  60  marines,  detached  from 
the  troops.  The  next  day,  the  floop  arrived,  fhe  had 
four  6  pounders,  twelve  4  pounders  and  22  fwivels, 
60  feamen,  and  50  marines.  The  fame  day,  general 
Amherft,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  em¬ 
barked  in  the  battoes  *,  the  floop  and  brigantine 
failed  with  a  fair  wind,  and  the  troops  followed  in 
four  columns,  with  a  light  hoifted  in  the  night  aboard 
the  Radeaux.  The  12th,  major  Reid  returning  with 
fome  battoes  of  the  royal  highland  regiment,  loft  the 
columns  in  the  night,  following  the  light  of  the  bri¬ 
gantine,  inftead  of  that  of  the  Radeaux,  and  at  day 
break,  found  himfelf  among  the  enemy’s  fioops,  at 
les  ifles  aux  quatre  vents  ;  they  fired  feveral  guns  at 
him,  and  took  one  battoe,  with  a  lieutenant,  a  fer- 
jeant,  corporal,  and  28  men.  The  general  foon  after 
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faw  the  french  (loops  make  all  the  fail  they  could  ; 
but  bad  weather  coming  on,  general  Amherft  or¬ 
dered  the  troops  into  a  bay  on  the  weftern  (hore,  to 
be  covered  from  the  wind,  which  begun  to  blow  hard. 
The  13th,  it  blew  a  ftorm,  and  quite  contrary  wind. 
During  this  neceffary  delay,  tire  general  received  ad¬ 
vice  from  captain  Loring,  who  commanded  the  bri¬ 
gantine,  that  on  the  12  th,  at  daybreak,  when  they 
judged  they  were  45  miles  down  the  lake,-  they  faw 
the  fchooner,  gave  chace,  and  unfortunately  run  the 
brigantine  and  (loop  aground,  but  got  them  off  again  • 
and  then  faw  the  enemy’s  (loops,  which  they  had 
pafied  in  the  night,  between  them  and  the  englifh 
army,  and  chaced  to  bring  them  to  adfion,  drove 
them  into  a  bay  on  the  weftern  fhore,  and  anchored 
fo  as  to  prevent  their  getting  away.  The  next  day 
they  fent  into  the  bay,  in  fearch  of  them,  and  found 
they  had  funk  two  of  them  in  five  fathom  wa¬ 
ter,  and  ran  the  third  on  ground,  when  the  crews 
efcaped. 

The  general,  in  the  mean  time,  was  forced  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  bay  ;  as  it  blew  a  ftorm  the  15th  all  night, 
and  the  continuance  of  it  that  day,  made  thelakelm- 
pafiable  for  boats,  the  waves  running  like  the  fea  in 
a  gale  of  wind.  The  16th  it  froze  in  the  night ;  and 
in  the  morning  no  change  of  weather.  At  laft,  on 
the  1 8th,  the  wind  came  to  the  fouthward  ;  general 
Amherft  proceeded  immediately  down  the  lake,  as 
far  as  the  place  where  the  french  (loops  were  •,  he 
repaired  one  of  them,  fo  that  (he  failed  that  day^ 
with  the  brigantine  and  (loops  :  finding  the  wind 
changed  to  the  northward,  and  an  appearance  of 
winter  being  fet  in,  the  general  determined  to  lofe  no 
more  time  on  the  lake,  by  driving  to  get  to  the  ifle 
aux  Noix,  when,  if  he  (hould  arrive  there,  it  would 
be  too  late  in  the  feafon  to  force  Bourlemaque  from 
his  intrenchments  ;  he  therefore  determined  to  return 
to  Crown  Point,  to  complete  the  works  there,  as 

much 
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much  as  poftible,  before  he  deftribufed  his  troops  into 
their  winter  quarters.  He  accordingly  arrived  there 
the  2 1  ft.  He  found  the  repairs  at  Ticonderoga 
ftniflied  ;  and  for  the  better  defence  of  Crown  Point, 
and  to  make  that  fortrefs  as  formidable  as  he  could, 
he  ordered,  with  the  advice  of  the  engineer,  th  ree 
forts  to  be  ereCted,  which  he  named  the  Grenadier 
tort,  Light  Infantry  fort,  and  Gage’s  Light  Infantry 
fort,  ordering  thole  corps  to  build  each  their  own  as 
faft  as  poffible.  The  Gtuation  of  thele  fortrefles  was 
the  beft  the  general  had  feen  in  America,  as  it  was 
no  where  commanded,  and  had  all  the  advantages  of 
the  lake,  and  ftfength  of  ground,  that  could  be  de« 
fired.  Thefe  feveral  works  were  not  completely 
finiffied  by  the  end  of  november  *  but  they  were  put 
in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 
for  the  enemy  to  be  fuccefsful  in  any  attempts  which 
they  might  make  on  them.  After  this  laborious  cam¬ 
paign,  the  general  diftributed  his  men  in  fuch  quarters* 
that  they  effectually  protected  the  country  from  any 
inroads  of  the  french  or  their  indians. 

In  this  difficult  expedition,  general  Amherft  exert¬ 
ed  all  his  abilities,  which  before  had  been  employed 
lo  fuccefsfully  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  to  lur- 
mount  a  thoufand  obftacles,  arifing  from  the  nature 
of  the  country,  in  which  the  war  was  carried  om 
The  tedioufnefs  of  building  a  naval  force,  fuperiorto 
that  of  the  enemy,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived.  And 
having  every  operation  that  was  carried  on,  depend 
io  entirely  on  the  wind  and  weather,  neceflarily  pro¬ 
tracted  the  campaign  exceffively.  If  thefe  caufes  had 
not  concurred,  to  delay  general  Amherft’s  croffing 
lake  Champlain,  he  would  very  probably  have  taken 
up  his  winter  quarters  at  Montreal,  inftead  of  Crown 
Point.  I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  how  finely 
the  general  conduced  this  whole  expedition,  how 
much  caution  and  prudence  was  ufed  in  every  ope¬ 
ration. 
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ratl0n5  necefiary  in  fuch  a  country  as  America 
His  building  feveral  veflels  on  the  lake  in  fo  fhort  a 
ipace  of  time ;  and  dire&ing  their  order  of  fail  in  o- 
in  fo  judicious  a  manner  ;  his  purfuing  his  advantage's 
no  further  than  was  confident,  with  prudence  ;  and 
afterwards  employing  the  remainder  of  the  campaign 
in  fecuring  his  conqueds,  .in  fuch  an  efFedual  man- 
ner,  are  io  many  didinguifhing  marks  of  wifdom  and 
abilities,  as  the  american  colonies'  had  not  experienced 

in  any  of  Mr.  Amherd’s  predeceifors,  in  his  impor¬ 
tant  command.  r 

In  this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  manner,  ended  the 
campaign  in  America.  .  The  conqueds  gained  there, 
were  of  fuch  infinite  importance  to  Great  Britain5 
that  they  could  not  fail  of  raifing  the  mod  perfedt 
latisfa&ion  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  As  the 
american  colonies  are  the  great  fources  of  our  trade 
and  naval  power,  fo  thefe  advantages,  -as  they  tend 

iomuch  to  fecure  the  former,  cannot  but  fupport  and 
encreafe  the  latter. 

It  was  a  pleafing  contrad,  to  compare  the  date  of 
^orth  America,  at  the  end  of  this  campaign,  with 
its  date  foon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The 
french  encroachments  then,  extended  into  the  verV 
heart  of  the  englifh  colonies  ;  and  they  had  formed 
fuch  a  connedled  chain  of  forts  along  the  frontiers 
as  threatened  to  confine  us  within  fuch  bounds  as  they 
Ihould  pleafe  to  dictate  •,  but  at  the  end  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  the  cafe  was  very  different.  The  forts  du 
Quefne,  Frontinac,  Niagara,  Ticonderoga,  and  Crown 
Point,  which  before  had  been  fo  formidable,  were 
no  longer  in  the  hands  of  the  french  :  whole  nations 
of  Indians  changed  their  maders,  and  indead  of 
burning  and  dedroying  the  englifh  fettlements,  turned 
their  arms  againd  thofe  of  the  french.  Quebec  the 
capital  of  the  dominions  of  France  in  America’  was 
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in  the  hands  of  the  englifh  ;  and  the  only  remains  of 
fo  many  thoufand  miles  of  territority,  which  the 
french  pofielTed,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  was 
the  traft  between  Trois  Rivieres  and  lake  Ontario  j 
and  their  poflefiions  in  Louifiana.  To  what  can  we 
attribute  fuch  a  furprifing  change,  but  to  the  happy 
influence  of  a  firm  and  vigorous  miniftry,  who  exerted 
the  ftrength  of  the  nation  they  governed,  in  the  moft 
natural  and  advantageous  manner. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

Situation  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  army  of  the  empire 
takes  Brefden,  and  makes  great  progrefs  in  Saxony . 
King  of  Pruffia  detaches  general  Wunfch  into  Saxony . 
General  Wi wfch  defeats  the  army  of  the  empire ,  and 
joins  general  Finck.  General  Haddick  defeated  at 
Corbitz.  Prince  Henry's  fine  march  into  Saxony.  Mo¬ 
tions  of  marfhal  Bam.  General  Wunfch  defeats  the 
duke  d  Ar ember g.  King  of  Pruffia  marches  into  Saxo¬ 
ny,  and  joins  prince  Henry.  General  Finck  fur  renders 

at  Maxen.  General  Bier  eke  defeated  at  Meiffen.  Mar- 
JhalBaun  occupies  the  camp  of  Pima.  Remarks  on  his 
conduct.  Munfter  capitulates.  Hereditary  prince  of 
Brunfwick  defeats  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg  at  Fulda. 
Marches,  into  Saxony,  and  joins  the  king  of  Pruffia \ 
Remarks  on  the  campaign.  J  M 


ILefr.thrking  of  Pruffia  after  the  battle  of  Cun- 
-  nerldorf,  guarding  his  dominions  againft  the  united 
efforts  of  the  auftrians  and  ruffians  ;  and  rifing  fupe- 
nor  to  that  formidable  train  of  difficulties,  which  al¬ 
ways  follow  a  defeat.  As  he  had  been  obliged  to 
draw  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  out  of  Saxonv  - 
the  army  of  the  empire,  under  the  duke  of  Deux 
ronts,  took  advantage  of  their  abfence,  and  having 

nf  S7  xt  £he  udd  t0  °ppofe  k’  made  itfelf  mailer 
°  n  >  Naumburg,  and  Zeitz  ;  and  on  the  ?d  of 

auguft,  fummoned  general  Haufs,  the  pruffian  com- 

r4eedanLat  e'P  -t0  fUrrender  that  cit^  and  he 

agreed  to  a  capitulation  on  the  fifth,  the  garrifon 
marching  out  with  the  honours  of  war.  Afte§r  mak- 

TorgaumwheSh  mafterS  °f  L,eipfick’  the7  attacked 
lorgau,  which  was  evacuated  by  the  pruffian  garri- 

valuecfat^  wh°flleft  behind  them  a  magazine, 
dat  1,060,000  florins;  and  170,000  florins  in 
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fpecie  in  the  military  chert  •,  their  heavy  artillery,  all 
the  hoftages,  prifoners  of  war,  and  deferters  that  were 
in  the  town  ;  horning  the  fuburbs  before  they  eva¬ 
cuated  it.  The  duke  of  Deux  Ponts,  next  marched 
again  ft  Wittenburg  where  there  was  a  ftrong  garri- 
fon  of  pru Ilians,  who  after  a  feeble  defence,  furren- 
dered  upon  honourable  terms  •,  but  as  they  might 
have  held  out  much  longer,  their  commander,  gene¬ 
ral  de  Horn,  was  put  under  an  arreft,  as  foon  as  he 
arrived  at  Berlin.  From  Wittenburg,  the  imperial 
army  drew  near  to  Drefden,  and  on  the  27th  of  au- 
ouft  fummoned  count  Schmettau,  the  commandant, 
To  furrender,  who  anfwered,  that  he  would  hold  it 
out  to  the  laft  extremity,  for  which  purpofe  he  left 
the  new  town,  and  retired  into  the  old  ;  upon  this 
the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts  gave  orders  for  a  regular  at¬ 
tack  •,  but  before  the  batteries  began  to  fire,  Schmettau 
defired  to  capitulate  and  the  city  was  furrendered  the 
4th  of  feptember,  upon  honourable  terms. 

Shell  was  the  rapid  progrefs  which  the  imperial  army 
made  in  Saxony ;  to  flop  it,  and,  if  pofiible  to  re¬ 
medy  the  blows  already  received,  his  pruffian  maje- 
fty  detached  general  Wunfch  from  his  own  army,  with 
6000  men  to  march  into  Saxony,  and  endeavour  to 
retake  the  towns,  which  the  army  of  the  empire  had 
conquered.  That  general  with  his  little  army  croffed 
the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  the  3d  of  feptember.  He  made 
fome  prifoners  at  Groffenhayn  the  4th)  and  the  fame 
evening  pufhed  on  towards  Drefden  ;  and,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  'mile  from  thence,  met  with  a  conft- 
derable  body  of  huflars,  Croats,  and  hungarian  in¬ 
fantry,  that  were  ported  at  Drachenberg,  and  imme¬ 
diately  attacked  them.  He  drove  the  enemy  from 
one  thicket  and  height  to  another,  till  he  came  within 
fight  of  Drefden.  The  cannonade  and  fire  of  fmall 
arms  continued  the  whole  day,  without  its  being 
portable  for  general  Wunfch  to  difeover,  if  that  city 

was  ftill  in  the  poflertion  of  the  pruftians  or  not.  He 

was 
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was  however  of  opinion,  that  it  had  capitulated  - 
and  therefore  retreated  that  night  to  Groffenhayn  ,„d 
next  day,  the  7th,  to  Korfdorff.  While  he  was  on 
his  march,  he  received  advice,  that  the  army  of  the 
empire,  under  the  baronde  St.  Andre,  was  nearTorgau 
The  general  diredUy  detached  three  battalions,  and  all 
his  cavalry  to  attack  him.  On  the  8th,  after  recon 
noitnng,  the  attack  was  refolded.  The  infantry  which 

6ei?  e'r  befl!nd’  arrived  by  degrees,  and  filed 
o.,  as  they  came  up,  by  the  town,  into  the  gardens 
in  da.  neighbourhood,  where  they  had  an  how’s  reft 
The  baron  de  St.  Andre,  in  the  mean  time  canno¬ 
naded  generaj  Wunfch’s  army  as  it  formed  but  with 
out  any  fuccefs  ;  fo  that  he  did  not  anfwer  it  till  I  s 

T  eVnf{°™  b3ttali0ns  and  Iquadrons  we,e 
ported  on  his  flanks.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 

he  entered  a  plain  in  his  front,  with  his  lines  formed’ 
and  began  the  attack,  with  fuch  fuccefs  upon  the  ene¬ 
my  s  left  which  was  ported  in  fome  vineyards  that 
it  was  broke  int.rely,  after  they  had  rallied  four  times 
The  baron  de  St.  Andre  loft  his  whole  camp  tent-’ 
camp  equipage,  and  feven  pieces  of  cannon’  TlZ 
purfuu  continued  above  anVu,  ,0“TEu^! 

After  obtaining  this  victory,  general  Wunfch  mveh 
ed  to  Leipfick,  •  which  furrendered  to  him,  on  he  i  h 
of  feptember.  Wittenbura,  Zeit7  Jn  ?  h 
places  except  Drefden,  which  the  imperial  a^mv  1^1 
made  themfelves  mafters  of,  were  retaken  m!  y.  d 
of  Pruflia  to  pufh  this  fuccefs  ftij]  fu,.p.  ’ .  j  ^  V  5 
general  Finck  with  another  ftroit  corn  ’  * 

Wunfch,  after  icouring  the  whofe-eSorate  wkh°l?* 

little  army  in  amazing;  fecuritv  ",  Lr,  ils 

at  Eulenburg. '  The  “united  Sr £'  i ^Th 

maTcted \defi8n"  “  ^  "Wr  of  Drefdel 

marched  ftraight  towards  that  city  ArTin 

FmCk  karnt  **  8™"!  Haddick  4h  a  latg^bodv 
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of  auftrians  had  joined  the  imperial  army •,  and  was 
encamped  with  all  his  forces  at  Roth-Schimberg. 
But  he  retired  on  the  approach  of  the  pruffians,  who 
cannonaded  his  rear.  General  Finck  advanced  and 
encamped  at  Teutfchen  Lohra,  and  from  thence 
marched  toCorbitz  near  Meiflen.  General  Haddick 
having,  in  the  mean,  received  fome  reinforcements, 
attacked  general  Finck  the  21ft.  The  cannonade  in 
the  adion,  which  was  very  hot,  began  at  nine  in 
the  morning,  and  lafted  till  dark  in  the  evening  ; 
but  notwithstanding  the  goodnefs  of  general  Had- 
dick’s  difpofitions,  and  the  great  fuperiority  of  his 
numbers,  yet  he  was  forced  to  yield  the  field  of 
battle  to  the  pruffians,  and  to  retire  towards  Drefden. 
The  lofs  of  the  auftrians  in  this  adion  was  confider- 
able,  but  that  of  the  pruffians  did  not  exceed  800 
men  killed  and  wounded.  The  vidory  enabled  ge- 
neral  Finck  to  maintain  his  ground  in  Saxony,  till 
he  was  relieved  by  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Henry, 
who  was  upon  his  march  to  join  him.. 

I  before  mentioned  the  march  which  the  king  of 
Pruffia  made,  by  which  he  got  between  the  ruffian 
army  and  great  Glogau,  and  thereby  baffled  their  de- 
fign  upon  that  important  place.  This  movement, 
which  many  circumftances  rendered  necefiary,  pre¬ 
vented  the  ruffians  from  taking  winter  quarters  in  his 
dominions  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  it  unavoidably  cut 
off  all  communication  with  the  army  of  prince  Henry. 

His  royal  highnefs,  feeing,  that  all  attempts  to  le- 
cond  the  operations  of  the  king  his  brother,  on  the 
fide  of  Silefia,  would  be  ineffedual,  formed  another 
plan  of  co-operating  with  him,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  to  dired  his  march  towards  Saxony  j  a  fchetr.e 
as  daring,  as  it  was  judicious.  Nothing  was  more 
defirous  than  the  poffeffion  of  that  eledorate  ;  and  the 
prince’s  march  muft  have  another  good  effed  ;  tor 
,t  would  certainly  draw  the  attention  of  marfhal  Daun 
from  the  fide  of  Silefia,  and  difable  him  from  affilt- 
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tog  the  ruffians  againft  Glogau.  Indeed  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  lay  in  the  prince  s  way  were  very  ^reat  z 
the  whole  country  of  Lufatia,  through  which  this 
projected  march  lay,  was  in  a  manner  overfpread  with 
the  enemy.  M.  Daun  with  the  main  army  of  the 
auftrians,  was  polled  at  Sorau,  oppofite  to  the  prince’s 
camp.  Five  bodies  of  ruffians  occupied  as  many  ad¬ 
vantageous  polls,  between  the  Bober  and  the  Neifs.  Ge¬ 
neral  Laudohn  poflefled  the  whole  country  along  the 
Spree,  with  feveral  auftrian  corps.  To  get  round  mar- 
ffial  Daun,  it  was  necelTary  to  make  a  vail  circuit,  and 
to  march  between  the  auftrian  and  .ruffian  armies, 
for  more  than  60  englilh  miles. 

After  the  prince  had  fecured  the  paftes  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Silefia,  his  royal  highnefs  quitted  his  camp 
of  Schmotzfeiffen,  and  made  a  hafty  march  to  Sa¬ 
gan,  which  prevented  marlhal  Daun,  either  from 
coming  nearer  the  ruffian  army,  or  detaching  any  more 
troops  to  reinforce  it.  His  royal  highnefs  next  turned 
the  auftrian  camp  at  Sorau,  by  marching  by  Buntzlau 
and  Sprottau  towards  Laubahn  ;  which  not  only 
obliged  the  marfhal  to  retire  as  far  as  Gorlitz,  but 
alfo  general  de  Ville,  to  abandon  the  advatage- 
ous  poll  of  Laubahn,  and  join  marlhal  Daun’s  ar¬ 
my,  His  royal  highnefs  ordered  the  poll  of  Lau¬ 
bahn  to  be  immediately  occupied  ;  and  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  of  detaching  major  general  Stutterheim 
(who  had  till  then,  been  obferving  general  de  Ville) 
towards  Friedland  and  Zjttau.  The  general  took 
at  friedland,  two  lieutenant  colonels, ^  four  cap¬ 
tains,  and  669  grenadiers  prifoners  ;  brought  away 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  deftroyed  a  magazine  con- 
lilting  of  1600  quintals  of  fioijr,  4000  bulhels  of 
oats,  and  10,000  rations  of  bread,  for  want  of  car¬ 
riages  to  bring  it  off.  He  then  marched  to  Zittau  • 
but  the  auftrians  having  taken  the  refolution  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  garrifon  there,  and  remove  the  magazine 
from  thence  to  Gabel,  M.  Stutterheim  went  in  purfuit 
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°f  it  came  up  with  it,  and  burned  and  deftroyed  5000 
cafks  of  flour,  10,000  quintals  of  oats,  with  the  car¬ 
riages,  and  a  number  of  chefts  of  arms.  Not  being 
able  to  force  the  town  of  Zittau,  for  want  of  heavy 
artillery,  was  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  the  ad¬ 
vantages  he  had  gained,  having  loft  no  more  in  this 
whole  expedition  than  15  men  killed,  wounded,  or 
deferted.  However,  tbefe  circumftances  obliged 
marfhal  Daun  to  retire  fr6m  Gorlitz,  beyond  Baut¬ 
zen  *,  whereupon,  prince  Henry  poffefied  himfelf  of 
the  camp  of  HermfdorfF,  near  Gorlitz. 

It  was  now  the  prince  found,  how  difficult  an  en- 
terprife  it  was,  which  he  had  undertaken  *,  the  five  bo¬ 
dies  of  ruffians,  I  mentioned  before,  occupied  the 
pofts  of  Chriftianftadt,  Guben,  Pforten,  Sommerfeldt, 
and  Gaflfen  :  the  auftrians  under  general  Laudohn 
were  in  poffeffion  of  Tribel  and  Sorau ;  and  another 
corps  of  auftrians,  under  general  Palfi,  occupied 
Spremberg,  Cotbus,  Peitz,  and  other  places  upon 
the  Spree  ;  fo  that,  in  order  to  get  round  Daun’s  army, 
it  was  neceflary  to  make  a  very  great  detour  between 
the  auftrian  and  ruffian  armies.  In  fpight  of  all  thefe 
obftacles,  his  royal  highnefs  purfued  his  march.  Hav¬ 
ing  recalled  general  Zeithen  from  Seydenburg,  and 
general  Stutterheim  from  his  port  at  Schouwald  near 
Zittau,  in  order  to  form  his  rear  guard,  gave  orders 
for  the  march  of  his  whole  army,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  begun  the  23d  of  feptember,  at  feven  o’clock  at 
night  *,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  they  croffed 
the  river  Neifs,  near  Rothenberg,  (four  german  miles 
diftantfrom  Hermfdorf )  and  after  halting  two  hours, 
continued  on  to  Klitten,  where  the  van-guard  arrived 
about  eleven  that  night,  and  the  rear  at  eight  the  next 
morning. 

On  the  25th  in  the  morning,  the  prince’s  van-guard 
marched  from  Klitten  towards  Hoyerfwerda  •,  major 
general  Lentulus  having  been  fent  before  to  take  pof¬ 
feffion  of  it.  That  general  having  advanced  within 
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half  a  german  mile  of  Hoyerfwerda,  had  the  good 
fbrtune  to  difcover,  that  the  auftrian  general  Vehla, 
with  a  corps  of  4  or  5000  auftrians,  chiefly  irregulars, 
was  encamped  behind  the  town,  in  perfect  fecurity ; 
notice  of  this  was  immediately  fent  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs,  who  ordered  Vehla  to  be  attacked,  and  foon 
drove  him  from  the  town,  and  his  camp  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  woods,  where  he  made  a  very  brave  defence, 
and  was  himfelf  taken  prifoner  in  the  rear  of  his 
corps,  which  was  foon  afterwards  entirely  difperfed. 
After  halting  two  days  at  Hoyerfwerda,  the  pruffians 
marched  the  28th  in  the  morning  to  Ruland,  and  the 
next  day  to  Elfterwerda. 

On  the  1  ft  of  odober,  the  prince  received  advice 
that  marftial  Daun  had  thrown  3  bridges  over  the  Elbe 
at  Drefden,  he  therefore  detached  general  Ozttritz  to 
crofs  that  river,  with  five  battalions,  and  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  dragoons,  at  Torgau,  and  approach  gene¬ 
ral  Finck’s  corps,  in  cafe  of  a  probability  of  its  be¬ 
ing  attacked.  His  royal  highnefs  marched  himfelf, 

.  and  arrived  at  Torgau  the  2d,  where  he  alfo  crofted 
the  Elbe,  and  proceeded  on  to  Belgern,  and  there 
joined  general  Finck  on  the  4th.  In  this  manner  the 
miferable  country  Saxony,  was  again  made  the  grand 
theatre  of  war,  and  was  now  to  fuffer  all  its  hard- 
fhips  and  diftrefles  once  more.  Since  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  there  never  has  been  made  a  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  or  a  finer  concluded  march,  than  this  of  prince 
Henry.  To  lead  an  army  over  fo  extenfive  a  trad  of 
country,  every  where  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in 
fuch  a  rapid  manner,  equally  difplays  the  genius  of 
the  commander,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  pruflian 
troops. 

Soon  after  his  royal  highnefs  arrived  in  Saxony,  his 
pruflian  majefty  received  advice  of  another  piece  of 
good  news,  the  ruffians  began  to  retreat  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  king’s  camp,  and  by  their 
march  feemed  to  have  a  defign  on  Breflaw ;  but  they 
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afterwards  turned  off  towards  Poland,  and  left  the 
pruffian  dominions  fiee  for  'the  remainder  of  that 
campaign. 

Prince  Henry  finding  it  neceffary  to  leave  his  ftrong 
camp  at  Strachla,  near  Belgern,  marched  on  the  16th 
of  October  to  Torgau,  and  polled  himfelf  in  a  well 
placed  and  ftrong  camp,  the  left  extending  itfelf  to 
the  town,  with  a  large  morafs  before  part  of  it,  the 
left  flank  of  it  covered  by  the  Elbe,  as  the  right  was 
by  a  wood,  at  two  engliff  miles  diftance  from  the 
town.  Marfhal  Daun  polled  himfelf  at  Belgern,  and 
detached  a  large  corps  to  his  left,  to  cut  off  the 
prince’s  communication  with  Leipfick. 

Prince  Henry,  to  prevent  the  marfhal  from  exe¬ 
cuting  this  fcheme,  detached  general  Rebentifh  to 
Duben,  as  well  to  obferve  his  motions  towards  Leip¬ 
fick,  as  to  watch  the  rear  of  his  own  camp,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  lhould  attempt  to  get  behind,  and  cut  off 
his  communication  with  Wittenburg.  On  the  25th, 
the  prince  received  intelligence,  that  the  auftrians  had 
puffed  a  ftrong  party  through  the  woods,  behind  his 
right,  and  got  poflefiion  of  Voglefang,  fome  other 
villages,  and  the  fmall  town  of  Dommitfch,  by  which 
means,  his  camp  was  entirely  furrounded,  having  the 
Elbe  on  the  left,  and  the  auftrian  pofts  on  the  other 
three  Tides  at  Belgern,  Schuldau,  Rochwitz,  and 
Dommitfch,  at  which  laft  place,  the  duke  d’Arem- 
berg  commanded  a  body  of  about  16,000  men.  His 
royal  highnefs,  thereupon  ordered  general  Finck’s 
corps,  which  was  in  the  rear  of  his  camp,  to  march 
towards  Voglelang,  from  whence  the  auftrians  were 
drove,  and  general  Finck  remained  in  poflefiion  of 
the  poft.  The  next  day  the  prince  (who  found  it 
impracticable  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  Dommitfch, 
without  great  lols  of  men)  detached  general  Wunfch 
with  fix  battalions  and  fome  cavalry  acrofs  the  Elbe 
at  Wittenburg,  where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  gene¬ 
ral  Rebentiff’s  corps,  which  had  retired  to  that  place 
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from  Duben,  upon  the  approach  of  the  auftrians.  On 
the  29th,  the  duke  d’Aremberg  decamped  from 
Bommitfch,  in  order  to  occupy  the  heights  near 
Pretfch  ;  upon  perceiving  the  van  of  general  Wunfch’s 
corps,  which  was  marching  that  way,  he  immediately 
formed  into  order  of  battle.  General  Wunfch  (whofe 
whole  force  joined  to  that  of  general  Rebentifh,  did 
not  exceed  5000  men)  potted  himfelf  with  fome  dra¬ 
goons  and  huflars,  on  two  rifing  grounds,  and  waited 
till  the  arrival  of  his  infantry  with  the  artillery.  He 
then  began  to  cannonade  the  auftrian  corps,  which 
never  attacked,  or  attempted  to  diflodge  him;  but  it 
fuffered  feverely  in  the  acttion ;  1 200  prifoners  were 
taken,  amongft  whom  was  lieutenant  general  Gem- 
mingen  ;  they  likewife  loft  feveral  pieces  of  cannon, 
a  great  part  of  their  tents,  and  a  very  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  baggage.  Marfhal  Daun,  finding  by  the 
prince’s  vigorous  operations,  that  he  fhould  not  be 
able  to  make  any  progrefs  againft  him,  decamped  on 
the  4th  of  november  in  the  molt  private  manner,  di¬ 
recting  his  march  towards  Strehla.  As  foon  as  the 
prince  perceived  it,  he  detached  lieutenant  general 
Ziethen  after  him,  to  harrafs  his  rear,  who  made 
fome  prifoners.  General  Wunfch  alfo  marched  from 
Duben,  and  took  pofteflion  of  Eulenburg,  which  the 
auftrian  detachment  abandoned  in  the  night  of  the  3d, 
and  general  Warflefteben  occupied  Belgern  on  the  4th. 

To  enable  prince  Henry  to  pufh  thefe  advantages 
as  far  as  pofiible,  his  prulfian  majefty  detached  general 
Hulfen  from  his  own  army,  with  18  battalions  and 
30  fquadrons,  the  end  of  oCtober,  acrofs  Lufatia,  to 
reinforce  his  royal  highnefs.  Hulfen  arrived  at  Sprem- 
berg,  by  the  way  of  Molka,  on  the  3d  of  november, 
with  his  van-guard  at  Hoyerfwerda  ;  and  joined  the 
prince’s  army  the  8th,  at  Lommatfch;  having  crofted 
the  Elbe  on  a  bridge  of  boats.  The  king  finding  that 
the  ruffians  continued  to  retreat  into  Poland,  marched 
at  the  head  of  near  20,000  men,  from,  his  camp  in 
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Silefia,  on  the  7th  of  november,  leaving  general  It- 
zenplitz,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  to  keep  the  ruffians 
from  availing  themfelves  of  his  abfence,  and  joined 
prince  Henry  at  Meiffen  the  12th,  who  had  before 
under  his  command  44,000  men,  fo  that  his  pruffian 
majefty,  notwithftanding  the  loffies  he  had  met  with 
in  this  campaign,  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  gal¬ 
lant  army  of  above  60,000  men,  in  high  fpirits,  and 
ready  to  execute  the  m oft  defperate  of  his  orders,  not¬ 
withftanding  the  advanced  leafon,  and  the  great  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  cold.  Marfhal  Daun,  it  is  true,  was 
fuperior  to  him,  both  in  numbers  and  fituation.  He 
had  it  in  his  power  at  any  time,  to  take  pofieffion  of 
the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  where  it  was  impoffible 
to  attack  him.  But  feveral  circumftances  made  this 
poft  as  dangerous  in  fome  refpedls,  as  it  was  defirable 
in  others  ;  the  freezing  of  the  Elbe,  and  the  fnow  on 
the  mountains,  which  divided  Bohemia  from  Saxony, 
made  it  very  difficult  to  procure  the  neceffiary  provi- 
fions  and  forage.  Add  to  this,  the  being  continually 
molefted  by  the  pruflian  parties,  as  there  was  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe  he  would. 

Had  the  king  of  Pruffia,  in  this  fituation,  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  only  purfuing  the  advantages  he 
had  already  gained,  by  joining  his  forces  fo  fuccefs- 
fully,  marffial  Daun  would  in  all  probability  have 
abandoned  Drefden,  and  retired  into  Bohemia.  But 
that  monarch  imagining,  that  he  might  oblige  the 
marfhal  to  come  to  a  battle,  by  poffeffing  himfelf  of 
fome  ftrong  polls,  which  command  the  paffes  that 
lead  into.  Bohemia,  as  the  auftrians  retreat  into  that 
kingdom,  would  then,  in  a  manner,  be  cut  off,  de¬ 
termined  to  attempt  executing  this  plan. 

His  majefty,  by  a  movement  he  made,  obliged 
marfhal  Daun  to  retreat  as  far  as  Plauen  and  ad¬ 
vanced  his  own  army  to  Keffeldorf  *,  from  whence 
he  detached  general  Finck,  with  19  battalions  and 
3  5  fquadrons,  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  defiles  of  Maxen 
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and  Ottendorf,  through  which  alone  it  feemed  pofli~ 
ble  for  the  auftrians  to  communicate  with  Bohemia. 
General  Finck  accordingly  turned  the  left  flank  of  . 
the  auftrian  army,  and  ported  himfelf  at  Maxen,  plac¬ 
ing  on  a  hill  to  the  right  of  a  village,  three  batta- 
*  lions,  and  a  battery  of  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  In  the 
mean  time,  marfhal  Daun,  who  was  aware  of  the 
•king’s  defign,  had  occupied  all  the  eminences  about 
this  rough  and  dangerous  place,  and  made  his  difpo- 
fitions  for  attaking  the  pruflians  on  the  20th.  Ge¬ 
neral  Finck  had  got  too  far  amongft  the  defiles  with¬ 
out  having  fecured  a  retreat,  when  he  faw  a  large 
body  of  auftrians  moving  to  attack  him,  he  made  a 
very  brifk  fire  from  his  artillery,  but  with  little  ef- 
fed,  on  account  of  the  elevation.  The  auftrian  can¬ 
non  played  with  more  fuccefs,  and  protected  their 
grenadiers,  who  marched  againft  the  pruflian  left,  and 
attacked  it  with  great  intrepidity,  making  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  battery  of  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  Ge¬ 
neral  Finck  made  during  the  whole  day  the  moft  intre¬ 
pid  efforts  to  difengage  his  army  from  the  enemy,  but 
he  was  defeated  in  every  attempt,  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  men,  and  great  part  of  his  artillery.  The  en¬ 
gagement  lafted  with  great  fury  till  night ;  during 
which,  marfhal  Daun  took  every  precaution  poflible 
to  entangle  the  pruflians,  by  guarding  with  double 
ftrength  and  vigilance,  every  avenue  through  which 
it  was  pofiible  for  them  to  efcape.  When  morning 
appeared,  Finck  faw  all  the  hills  covered  upon  every 
fide  with  great  bodies  of  auftrians,  and  every  de¬ 
file  prefented  a  wall  of  bayonets,  through  which 
it  was  impoflible  to  penetrate.  The  pruflian  troops 
almoft  exhaufted  with  the  preceding  day’s  fio-ht- 
ing,  wherein  they  had  ufed  almoft  all  their  am¬ 
munition,  feeing  fo  formidable  an  enemy  on  all 
fides,  and  without  the  leaft  profpedl  of  relief,  loft  all 
fpirit.  In  this  condition,  general  Finck  thought  it 
would  be  needlefs  to  throw  away  the  lives  of  fo  many 
\  brave 
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brave  men,  to  fo  little  purpofe,  in  any  more  attacks 
upon  an  invincible  enemy;  he  therefore,  notwith- 
(landing  the  known  feverity  of  his  matter,  and  the 
(tain  which  he  was  lenlible  the  world  would  fix  on  his 
char  after,  came  to  a  refohmon  of  demanding  a  ca¬ 
pitulation.  Marfhal  Daun  granted  it  in  one  article, 
whereby  general  Finck,  and  nine  other  pruflian  gene¬ 
rals  were  received  prifoners  of  war,  with  19  battalions 
and  35  fquadrons,  compofing  near  20,000  men,  by 
the  auftrian  account;  above  12,000  by  the  pruflian 
confeffion  ;  64  pieces  of  cannon,  50  flags,  and  25 
ftandards  were  alfo  taken  on  this  occafion. 

With  the  moft  trifling  lofs  did  marfhal  Daun  exe¬ 
cute  this  fervice.  It  was  without  exception  the  moft 
fevere  blow,  which  the  pruflians  had  felt  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  war ;  it  happened  in  the  moft  cri¬ 
tical  time,  and  brought  a  great  difreputation  on  their 
arms,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  numerous  corps 
was  taken :  fo  that  we  cannot  be  fuprifed,  that  the 
friends  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  fliould  have  exulted 
fo  much,  efpecially  as  the  ftroke  which  his  pruflian 
majefty  now  received,  was  of  much  worfe  confequen- 
ces  to  his  caufe,  than  the  capture  of  the  faxon  army, 
in  the  year  1 756,  was  to  that  of  his  enemies. 

The  king  had  not  recovered  this  ftroke  before  he 
received  another  fevere  one.  General  Dierke  had  been 
ported  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Elbe,  occupying 
a  ftrong  camp  oppofite  to  Meiflen,  with  feven  batta¬ 
lions  of  infantry  and  a  thoufand  horfe.  This  poll 
was  fo  advantageous,  that  he  thought  his  retreat  to 
Meiflen  abfolutely  fecure,  efpecially  as  he  had  been 
aflured  by  the  pontoneers,  that  they  could  lay  a  bridge 
over  the  Elbe  in  a  few  hours,  (Tor  they  had  been 
obliged  during  the  hard  froft,  to  withdraw  the  bridge 
of  boats  they  had  over  that  river,  and  the  wooden 
bridge  at  Meiflen  had  been  broken  down  by  the  au- 
ftrians)  but  when  they  attempted  to  lay  a  bridge  of 
pontons,  it  was  found  impracticable,  becaufe  of  the 
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quantity  of  ice,  floating  in  the  river.  General  Di- 
ercke  was  therefore  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  boats,  to  carry  over  his  cavalry,  and  part 
of  his  infantry,  on  the  3d  of  december,  which  took 
up  a  great  deal  of  time,  whilft  he  himfelf  with  three 
or  four  battalions  formed  the  rear  guard.  The  next 
day,  in  the  morning,  he  was  attacked  by  the  auftrians, 
and  after  a  very  brave  defence,  the  battalions  that 
formed  the  rear  guard,  were  either  killed  or  made 
prifoners,  to  the  number  of  near  3000  men.  The 
general  himfelf  was  wounded,  and  a  prifoner. 

Marlhal  Daun,  by  his  inactivity,  after  thefe  two 
blows,  fo  fatal  to  the  pruffian  caufe,  furprifed  all  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  a  few  vigorous  efforts,  were  now  only  wanting 
to  crulh  the  king  of  Pruflia.  But  Daun,  inftead  of 
advancing,  retired,  as  if  he  had  been  defeated,  and 
took  refuge  in  the  impregnable  camp  of  Pima,  hav¬ 
ing  fecured  all  the  defiles  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his 
prufiian  majefty,  now  too  weak  to  fend  out  any  great 
detachment,  could  not  cut  ofF  his  communication 
with  Bohemia.  Surely  marlhal  Daun’s  meafures  after 
thefe  two  defeats  were  by  far  too  feeble;  He  had 
now  the  faireft  opportunity  which  had  prefented  it- 
felf  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  of  totally  ruin¬ 
ing  his  enemy,  before  the  defeat  at  Maxen  he  had 
a  fuperiority  of  above  20,000  men,  and  confequent- 
ly  after  it,  by  his  own  account,  of  40,000,  if  he 
could  not  improve  this  fuccefs,  with  fuch  a  vaftly 
fuperior  force,  how  could  he  expeCt  to  be  able  to 
do  it,  when  he  had  given  his  enemy  time  to  re¬ 
cruit  his  fhattered  army.  This  was  a  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  which  count  Daun  Ihould  have  feized,  and  for 
once  have  carried  on  the  war  offenfively  and  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  king,  while  his  army  was  fo  diminifhed  in 
its  numbers,  and  the  remainder  of  it  difpirited  under 
its  late  lofs  ?  Had  marlhal  Daun,  even  after  he  took 
poflelfion  of  the  camp  at  Pirna,  where  it  was  impof- 
lible  he  Ihould  be  attacked,  fent  out  fome  very  ftrong 
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detachments,  to  pufli  the  war  in  Silefia,  and  even  in 
Brandenburg  itfelf,  the  king  of  Pruffia  would  have 
found  it  impracticable  to  defend  fo  many  parts  of  his 
dominions.  The  cold,  which  was  then  indeed  very 
fevere,  would  not  have  prevented  fome  ftrong  corps 
being  detached.  In  fhort,  it  was  impoffible  to  un¬ 
ravel  this  part  of  Daun’s  conduCt ;  for,  although  he 

was  fo  well  known  to  be  an  exceffive  cautious  com- 
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mander,  yet,  under  fuch  ftrong  circumftances  asthefe 
of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking,  we  mult  fuppofe  he 
would  throw  lomething  into  the  hands  of  fortune, 
who  had  fo  lately  befriended  him,  in  fuch  a  fignal 
manner.  But  if  his  genius,  which  leads  him  fo  di¬ 
rectly  to  defenfive  operations,  would  not  permit  him 
to  hazard  a  battle,  ftill  there  are  a  thoufand  different 
methods,  which  an  able  commander  knows  how  to 
ufe,  to  follow  fuch  a  blow  as  his  pruffian  majefty 
had  juft:  received,  and  reap  from  it  its  greateft  con- 
fequences. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  the  two  armies  in  Saxony 
carried  on  the  campaign,  through  all  the  rigor  of  the 
fevereft  winter,  for  many  years  felt  in  Europe  ;  duke 
Ferdinand  did  the  fame,  but  with  much  better  fuc- 
cefs  than  his  pruffian  majefty.  Indeed  the  french 
army  having  received  confiderable  reinforcements, 
and  the  obftinate  defence  of  the  city  of  Munfter,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  great  extremity  of  the  cold  had  pre¬ 
vented  his  ferene  highnefs  from  forcing  his  enemy  to 
a  decifive  aCtion.  At  length,  after  a  tedious;  fiege 
and  blockade,  Munfter  capitulated,  whereby  general 
Inhoff  with  the  corps  under  his  command,  was  enabled 
to  join  the  army  under  duke  Ferdinand. 

»  Soon  after  this,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick, 
whofe  aClivity,  I  have  fo  often  had  occafion  to  cele¬ 
brate,  performed  a  piece  of  fervice  of  much  more 
prejudice  to  the  french,  than  even  the  lofs  of  Munfter. 
The  duke  of  Wurtemburg  had  this  year  renewed  his 
treaty  of  fubfidy  with  France,  and  having  recruited. 


* 


— 


.  (  +6;  ) 

and  augmented  his  troops,  to  the  number  of  near 
10,000  men,  was  pofted  at  Fulda,  a  great  way  to  the 
right  of  the  french  army  ;  as  there  were  no  great 
bodies  of  troops  pofted  near  Fulda  to  prefer  ve  a  free 
communication  between  that  town  and  the  reft  of 
their  army,  the  prince  formed  a  defign  of  attacking 
the  duke  of  Wurtemburg, 

On  the  28th  of  november,  he,  with  prince  Charles 
of  Bevern,  taking  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  two 
of  cavalry,  four  battalions  of  foot,  two  regiments  of 
grenadiers,  100  hunters,  and  two  fquadrons  of  huf- 
fars,  and  difengaging  them  from  their  baggage, 
marched  the  fame  day  to  Kifdorff,  and  Heimerlhau- 
fen,  and  the  following,  being  the  29th,  feperating 
into  two  corps,  the  hereditary  prince  with  one,' lay 
that  night  at  Angerfbach,  and  prince  Charles  with 
the  other  at  Lauterbach.  At  one  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  the  whole  corps  was  again  put 
in  motion,  and  marched  diredtly  towards  Fulda.  As 
the  enemy  did  not  in  the  lead  expedt  this  vifit,  no 
troops  were  met  on  the  road.  At  a  little  diftance  from 
Fulda,  having  ordered  the  whole  corps  to  be  drawn 
together,  behind  the  neareft  height,  and  the  buffers 
to  march  forward,  his  ferene  highnefs  went  to  recon¬ 
noitre,  almoft  to  the  gates  of  the  town.  The  coun¬ 
try  about  Fulda  forms  a  plain  of  tolerable  even 
ground,  the  right  of  which  is  watered  by  a  river  of 
the  fame  name;  the  fields  on  this  fide  being  di¬ 
vided  by  a  long  hollow  way.  On  one  fide  of  It  the 
Wurtemburg  troops  had  ranged  themfelves,  in  fmall 
bodies,  on  feparate  fpots  of  ground,  very  irregularly 
pofted.  The  duke  was  himfelf  in  the  town,  and  had 
ordered  a  feu  de  joye  for  that  day  ;  his  troops  were  all 
in  their  beft  cloaths  ;  and  he  had  invited  all  the  ladies 
in  the  town  to  his  table,  and  to  a  ball  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  given  ;  but  the  hereditary  prince  over¬ 
turned  all  his  meafures,  both  of  war  and  diverfion. 
Mis  highnefs  having  reconnoitred  their  fituation,  at- 
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tacked  them  unawares  in  their  front  and  flank,  and 
drove  them  into  the  town  •,  they  fhut  the  gates  after 
them,  but  they  were  foon  forced  open  with  the  cannon, 
and  the  hereditary  prince  purfued  them  through  it. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  town,  they  were  met  by 
prince  Charles  of  Bevern,  who  had  made  a  compafs 
about  the  place,  and  attacked  them  vigoroufly,  as 
foon  as  they  had  got  out  of  it ;  three  battalions 
and  a  regiment  had  formed  again  in  order  of  battle, 
as  if  with  an  intention  of  defending  themfelves  ;  but 
they  were  inftantly  attacked,  and  all  either  cut  in 
pieces,  or  taken  prifoners,  together  with  all  their 
officers,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  two  pair  of  colours, 
and  their  baggage.  The  duke  himfelf,  with  the  reft 
of  his  troops,  made  a  ffiift  to  efcape,  under  cover  of 
the  defence  made  by  thofe  battalions.  The  prince 
took  above  1000  prifoners;  and  having  refted  his 
troops  a  day  at  Fulda,  retired  to  the  army  of  the 
allies,  having  difabled  the  Wurtemburghers  from 
performing  any  thing  confiderable. 

This  ftroke  had  more  good  confequences  than  one, 
as  it  not  only  prevented  the  french  from  forming  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  empire,  for  the 
mutual  extenfion  and  lecurity  of  their  winter  quarters, 
as  they  did  the  laft  campaign  ;  but  it  alfo  was  in  part 
theoccafion  of  their  abandoning  their  camp  at  Gieften, 
which  they  did  on  the  5th  of  december,  and  fell 
back  towards  Butzbach,  on  the  direft  road  to  Franck- 
fort,  leaving  a  garrilon  of  2000  men  in  Gieften. 

Duke  Ferdinand  finding  the  feafton  grown  too  fe- 
vere  to  puffi  further  the  advantages  he  had  gained  oyer 
the  french,  and  that  their  army  was  going  into  win¬ 
ter  quarters,  determined  to  fend  a  reinforcement  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  He  confidered  the  diftreffed  con¬ 
dition  of  that  monarch’s  affairs,  which  were  at  fo 
low  a  pitch,  and  his  army  fo  weak,  that  he  had  no 
hopes  of  diflodging  marlhal  Daun,  or  preventing  him 

from  taking  his  winter  quarters  in  Saxony.  His  fe- 
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rene  highnefs  accordingly  placed  the  hereditary  prince 
at  the  head  of  12,000  men,  and  detached  him  to 
fuccour  his  pruflian  majefty.  They  marched  from 
Korfdorff,  the  nth  of  december,  and  in  the  depth 
of  fo  fevere  a  winter,  without  lofing  a  man  by  fick_ 
nefs  or  defertion,  in  15  days  marched  near  30 o  miles, 
and  joined  the  king  of  PruiTia  at  Freyburg  in  Saxony. 
For  a  moment  this  junction  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the 
pruflians  ;  but  it  did  little  fervice  to  their  caufe.  Mar¬ 
shal  Daun,  ftill  at  the  head  of  a  much  fuperior  army, 
intrenched  in  an  inacceftible  camp,  was  too  cautious 
to  give  the  king  the  leaft  opportunity  of.  fo  much  as 
making  an  attempt.  His  majefty  endeavoured  to 
draw  him  to  a  battle,  but  all  his  efforts  were  in  vain  \ 
fo  that  after  one  of  the  longeft,  moft  laborious,  and 
bloody  campaigns,  that  ever  was  conduced,  the  king 
of  Pruffia  diftributed  his  troops  into  winter  quarters. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Broglio,  who  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  the  marfhal’s  ftaff,  now  commanded  the 
french  army,  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the 
hereditary  prince’s  ablence  to  make  an  attack  upon 
duke  Ferdinand  s  polls.  On  the  24th,  he  attempted 
it  by  furprife  •,  but  found  fo  warm  a  reception,  and 
every  poll  fo  well  guarded,  that  he  retired  to  his  for¬ 
mer  quarters,  without  being  able  to  effeCt  any  thing. 

In  this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  manner,  did  prince 
Ferdinand  finifti  the  campaign.  "I  he  fuperiority  of 
his  genius  appealed  very  evidently  in  its  conclufion  • 
there  hardly  ever  being  a  bolder  aCtion  than  the  de¬ 
taching  12,000  men,  fo  great  a  diftance,  from  an 
army  fo  much  inferior  to  its  enemy  -,  nor  did  the 
abilities  of  the  hereditary  prince  fhine  lefs  confpicu- 
oufty,  in  conducting  that  rapid  march,  durino-  fuch 
feveie  w'eather.  This  action  in  the  face  of  one  fu- 
peiior  army,  and  the  taking  Munfter  in  the  prefence 

of  another,  particularly  diftinguilhes  the  generallliip 
of  duke  Ferdinand.  1 
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This  was  the  moft  fatal  campaign  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  of  any  he  had  made  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  All  Europe  was  with  great  reafon  furprifed, 
to  fee  the  immenfe  efforts  he  made  againft  fuch  for¬ 
midable  enemies,  even  after  having  luftained  four 
capital  defeats  in  one  campaign.  Before  this  war,  the 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  was  fuppofed  to 
be  merely  artificial ;  under  any  other  fovereign,  that 
fuppofition  would  perhaps  have  been  true ;  but  the 
refources  which  his  pruflian  majefly  found  in  his  own 
genius,  made  up  for  thole  that  are  wanting  in  his 
dominions.  Every  one  knows,  that  his  territories, 
Silefia  excepted,  are  feme  of  the  moft  barren  traCts 
of  country  in  Germany.  And  yet,  this  monarch  was 
able  for  three  years  to  carry  on  a  moft  fuccefsful  and 
glorious  war,  againft  four  of  the  moft  powerful  ftates 
in  Europe  *,  and,  even  in  the  fourth  campaign,  though 
not  victorious,  yet  he  difplayed  his  vaft  abilities,  in 
finding  refources,  more  than  in  any  of  the  former ; 
for,  although  he  loft  four  battles  in  that  campaign, 
yet  Drefden  was  the  only  fruit  that  his  enemies  gained 
by  as  many  victories. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 


Preparations  at  Vannes  and  Breft  for  an  invajion.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  blocks  up  the  port  of  Breft.  He  is 
driven  from  his  ftation.  The  french  fleet  comes  out  of 
Breft.  Battle  of  Belleifle,  French  fleet  defeated.  War 
in  the  Eaft-indies.  Surat  furr aiders  to  captain  Mait¬ 

land.  French  attempt  to  dethrone  the  nabob  of  Bengal. 
Ate  defeated  by  colonel  Clive.  IMajor  Ford  takes  Maf 
fulipatam.  Battle  at  fea ,  between  Pocock  and  dr  Ache. 
Fhe  french  defeated.  Affairs  in  Europe.  Sad  ftate  of 

France.  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  offer  to 
hold  a  congrefs  for  peace.  Refufed  by  the  other  bellige¬ 
rent  powei  s.  Reflections  on  the  events  of  the  year 


I  Before  mentioned  the  preparations  which  the  couri 
ot  France  had  made  for  fome  time,  in  all  theii 
ports,  to  invade  Great  Britain.  The  battle  of  cape 
Lagos  checked  them  •,  but  they  were  far  from  beina 
diicontinued.  The  defeat  which  the  french  army  in 
Germany  met  with  at  Minden,  ruined  their  fchemes 
or  making  a  good  peace,  by  means  of  the  poffeffion 
of  Hanover ;  they  then  found  that  their  only  hope 
depended  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  invafion,  they  had 
planned  agamft  England  •,  and  therefore  redoubled 

trhe,‘r  5fforCs  t0  8et  their  %iadron  at  Breft  in  all  pof- 
fible  forwardnefs  The  forces  were  to  be  tranfported 
from  Vannes.  .  7  he  winter  did  not  in  the  leaft  delav 
thefe  preparations  ;  it  was  that  feafon  wherein  the 
rench  court  hoped  to  be  able  to  put  their  delign  ja 
execution  ;  as  they  thought  the  eng] i ft,  fleet,  which 
had  been  cruifing  fome  time  before  the  harbour  of 
Ereft,  would  then  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  its 
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own  ports •,  and  leave  the  Tea  open  to  the  french  fleet 
to  come  out,  and  land  their  forces  in  England. 

The  french  were  not  wholly  difappointed  in  their 
expectations  ;  for  fir  Edward  Hawke  was  forced  from 
his  flation  by  a  violent  florm,  and  driven  into  Tor* 
bay.  The  french  admiral,  Conflans,  took  immediate 
advantage  of  his  abfence,  and  put  to  lea  the  14th  of 
novemher.  This  was  an  event  which  alarmed  the 
whole  britifh  nation  •,  the  confequences  of  the  whole 
war,  were  put  at  once  to  the  flake  ^  and  this  was  the 
critical  moment,  that  was  to  determine  the  fate  of 
the  two  kingdoms  :  if  the  french  were  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  their  plan  ;  all  the  fuccefs  which  had  attended 
the  arms  of  Britain,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
would  be  entirely  overthrown.  But  though  the  nation 
was  alarmed,  yet  it  was  far  from  being  dejefted  *,  their 
fear  only  produced  the  molt  cool  and  regular  methods 
of  defence,  no  difturbance  was  heard  of,  and  every 
one  was  emulous  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  the  lervice 
of  his  country.  Orders  were  i  filled  for  guarding  all 
fuch  parts  of  the  coaft  of  England,  as  were  molt 
likely  for  the  french  to  attempt  to  make  a  defcent 
on  ;  for  which  purpofe,  troops  were  every  where  put 
in  motion  j  and  all  the  fhips  of  war  in  harbour  were 
ordered  out. 

One  remarkable  inftance  of  gallant  behaviour  at 
this  period,  is  worthy  to  be  recorded.  Admiral 
Saunders  came  into  port  from  his  Quebec  expedition, 
juft  after  fir  Edward  Hawke  had  failed.  Neither  the 
tedious  length  of  his  late  voyage,  the  fatigues  he  had 
undergone  in  fo  levere  a  campaign,  nor  the  want  of 
the  neccftary  orders,  could  deter  him  from  putting 
to  fea  with  ten  fhips,  to  partake  the  honour  and  the 
danger  of  the  enfuing  engagement  *,  he  was  not 
however  fo  fortunate  as  to  join  the  englifh  fleet  time 
enough  for  it. 

As  fir  Edward  concluded,  that  the  firft  rendezvous 

of  the  french  fleet  would  be  at  Quiberon  bay,  the  in- 

ftant 


vt&MC«23&£BBMB9 


raw text  ■ilKBBfija 


?c 


(  471  ) 

ftant  he  received  intelligence  of  their  having  failed,  he 
left  Torbay  the  14th  and  (the  fame  day  as  the  french 
came  out  of  Breft)  direbted  his  courfe  thither,  with  a 
preft  fail.  At  firft  the  wind  blew  hard,  and  being 
contrary,  drove  him  confiderably  to  the  weft  ward. 
But  on  the  1  Sth  and  19th,  though  variable,  it  proved 
more  favourable  ;  lo  that  on  the  20th,  at  8  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  one  of  his  frigates  made  the  fignal 
for  an  enemy’s  fleet  in  view.  But,  although  the  ad¬ 
miral  was  now  fo  happy  as  to  have  the  enemy  in 
fight,  yet  there  was  an  infinity  of  dangers  to  encoun¬ 
ter,  even  before  he  could  poflibly  engage  them.  The 
whole  coaft  is  fown  very  thick  with  funds  and  rocks, 
the  englifti  pilots  were  not  well  acquainted  wirh  it, 
and  the  wind  blew  little  lefs  than  a  violent  ftorm  *, 
the  fea  running  mountain  high  :  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
was  very  ftrong,  and  on  their  own  coaft,  with  which 
they  were  perfectly  acquainted.  Thefe  dreadful  dif¬ 
ficulties  only  animated  the  englifh  admiral  •,  in  cir- 
cumftances  lefs  dangerous,  fome  commanders  would 
have  avoided  an  engagement  *,  but  fir  Edwrard  Hawke 
knowing  that  this  was  the  moft  critical  moment  of 
the  whole  war,  determined  to  venture  every  thing  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country  :  he  was  in  one  of  the  fineft 
fhips  in  the  world,  and  commanded  the  flower  of 
the  britifh  navy  *,  he  was  feconded  by  ‘  many  of  the 
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Englifh  fleet. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Royal  George 

100 

880  j 

Union 

90 

77°  | 

Duke 

90 

750 

Namure 

90 

78O 

Mars 

74 

6co  < 

Warfpright 

74 

L 

600 

Hercules 

74 

600 
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Commanders. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
Captain  Campbell, 

Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
Captain  Evans. 

Captain  Graves, 

Captain  Buckle, 

James  Young,  efq. 

commodore. 

Sir  John  Bentley, 
Captain  Fortefcue, 

Torbay 
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braved  and  mod  experienced  officers  in  the  fervice, 
and  every  man  carried  in  his  breaft  the  remembrance 
of  thofe  glorious  fucceffes,  which  had  fo  particularly 
diftinguifhed  the  britifh  arms  during  the  war.  When 
the  french  fleet  was  firft  difeovered,  it  was  bearing  to 
the  northward,  between  the  ifland  of  Belleifle,  and  the 
main  land  of  France. 

T  he  admiral  obferving,  that  on  his  firft  difeovering 
them,  they  made  off,  threw  out  the  fignal  for  the 
feven  fhips  neareft  them  to  chace,  and  draw  into  a 
line  of  battle  a-head  of  him,  and  endeavour  to  ftop 
them,  till  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  fhould  come  up, 

who 


Snips. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Commanders. 

Torbay 

74 

600 

Hon.  capt.  Keppel, 

Magnanime 

74 

70Q 

Right  hon.  lord  Howe, 

Refolution 

74 

600 

Captain  Speke, 

Hero 

74 

600 

Hon.  capt.  Edgecumbe, 

Swiftfure 

70 

520 

Sir  Thomas  Stanhope, 

Dorfetfhirc 

70 

528 

Captain  Denis, 

Burford 

70 

520 

Captain  Gambier, 

Chichefter 

70 

52  Q 

Captain  Willet, 

Temple 

70 

52O 

Captain  W.  Shirley, 

Revenge 

64 

480 

Captain  Storr, 

EfTex 

6+ 

480 

Captain  Obrien, 

Kingflon 

60 

4OO 

Captain  Shirley, 

Intrepid 

60 

42O 

Captain  Maplefden, 

Montague 

60 

42O 

Captain  Rowley, 

Dunkirk 

60 

420 

Captain  Digby, 

Defiance 

60 

420 

Captain  Baird, 

Rochefter 

5° 

35° 

Captain  Duff, 

Portland 

5° 

35° 

Captain  Arbuthnot, 

Faulkland 

5° 

35° 

Captain  Drake, 

Chatham 

5° 

350 

Captain  Lockart, 

Minerva 

32 

220 

Captain  Hood, 

Venus 

36 

240 

Captain  Harrifon, 

Vengeance 

28 

200 

Captain  Nightingale^ 

Coventry 

28 

200 

Captain  Barflem, 

Maidftone 

28 

200 

Captain  Diggs, 

Sapphire 

32 

220 

Captain  Strachan. 
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who  were  alfo  to  form  as  they  chafed,  that  no  time 
might  be  loft  in  the  purfuit.  M.  Conflans  had  it  in 
his  power,  either  to  fly,  or  ftand  and  fight  it  out ; 
but,  through  cowardice  or  mifconduct  he  did  neither 
perfectly  •,  for  fome  time  he  appeared  as  if  he  meant 
to  fight ;  but  after  giving  the  britilh  lhips  time  to 
come  near  him,  when  it  was  too  late,  he  crowded  all 
the  fail  he  could  carry ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  he 
fhewed  an  attention  to  keep  all  his  fquadron  toge¬ 
ther. 

French  fleet. 


Ships. 

Gyps. 

Men. 

Le  Soliel  Royal 

So 

I  ?0O 

Le  Tonnant 

80 

1,000 

Le  Formidable 

80 

1000 

Le  Orient 

i 

80 

1000 

Le  Intrepide 

74 

Si  5 

Le  Glorieux 

74 

81  c 

Le  Thefee 

74 

815 

Le  Heros 

74 

815 

Le  Robufte 

74 

815 

Le  Magniflque 

74 

815 

Le  Jufte 

7° 

800 

Le  Superbe 

70 

800 

Le  Dauphin 

70 

800 

Le  Dragon 

64 

750 

Le  Northumb. 

64 

75° 

Le  Sphinx 

64 

7CO 

Le  Solitaire 

64 

75O 

Le  Brillant 

64 

750 

Le  Eveille 

64 

750 

Le  Bizarre 

64 

7C0 

Le  Inflexible 

64 

/  J 

Le  Hebe 

40 

Le  Veftale 

34 

Le  Aignette 

36 

Le  Calypfo 

if> 
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Commanders. 

M.  Conflans, 
admiral. 

M.  Beaufremont, 
vice-admiral. 

M.  de  St.  Andre  de 
Verger,  rear-admiral. 

M.  Gubriant,  chef 
d1  Efcardre. 
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The  a&ion  began  with  great  fury,  about  half  an 
hour  after  two.  The  englilh  admiral  ordered  his  fhip 
to  referve  her  fire,  to  pais  by  all  the  others,  and  to 
be  laid  along-fide  of  the  Soliel  Royal,  the  belt  fhip 
in.  the  french  navy.  The  matter  remonftrated  on 
the  o-reat  danger  of  the  coaft.  Hawke  anfwered, 
“  You  have  done  your  duty  in  this  remonttrance ; 
«  now  0bey  my  orders,  and  lay  me  along-fide  of  the 
“  french  admiral.”  The  captain  of  the  Superbe,  a 
french  man  of  war  of  70  guns,  in  a  gallant  and  ge¬ 
nerous  manner  put  himfelf  between  them,  Hawke 
was  obliged  to  beitow  here,  the  fire  he  had  referved 
for  a  greater  occafion,  and  at  one  broadfide  funk  her 
to  the  bottom.  The  crew  of  the  Royal  George  gave 
a  cheer,  but  it  was  a  faint  one  ;  the  honeft  failors 
were  touched  at  the  miferable  fate  of  800  poor  crea¬ 
tures,  out  of  which  number,  only  20  were  faved  in 
fome’pieces  of  the  wreck.  Sir  Edward  having  made 
this  dreadful  beginning,  continued  bearing  down  on 
M.  Conflans-,  before  he  could  engage  him,  he  receiv¬ 
ed  the  fire  of  fix  other  fhips  at  laft  Conflans  gave 
him  his  broadfide  ;  it  was  returned  with  great  fpirit, 
and  after  two  or  three  exchanges  the  french  admi¬ 
ral  fheered  off.  Sir  Edward  then  received  the  fire  of 
their  vice-admiral  ;  but  he  foon  followed  the  example 
of  his  fuperior.  Anotner  and  anodiei  did  the  fame, 
hut  all  were  equally  unable  to  Hand  againft  the  fteady, 
but  dreadful  fire  of  the  Royal  George.  The  For¬ 
midable,  in  which  was  the  french  rear-admiral,  was 
the  only  fhip  in  the  french  fleet  that  fought  fairly ; 
captain  Speke  of  the  Refolution,  did  not  force  her  to 
flrike  till  towards  the  dufk  of  the  evening.  The 
Torbay  was  fingly  engaged  with  the  Thefee  ;  but  at 
the  fecond  broadfide  lent  that  unfortunate  fhip  to  the 
bottom.  About  five  the  Heros  ftruck,  and  came  to 
an  anchor but  it  blowing  hard,  no  boat  could  be 

lent  on  board.  Night 


■  . 


: —  -- , 


(  475  ) 

Night  faved  the  remainder  of  the  french  fleet;  the 
englifh  admiral  being  on  a  part  of  the  coaft,  among 
lflands  and  fhoals,  of  which  they  were  totally  igno¬ 
rant,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fquadron  without  a  pi¬ 
lot,  and  the  wind  blowing  hard  upon  the  lee  fhore, 
made  the  fignal  to  anchor.  Every  thing  concurred  to 
make  the  night  which  fucceeded  the  adlion,  complete¬ 
ly  dreadful.  A  violent  ftorm  blew  all  nightlong.  It 
was  a  pitchy  darknefs ;  a  dangerous  coal?  furrounded 
them  on  all  fides.  A  continual  firing  of  diftrefsguns 
was  heard,  without  knowing  whether  they  came  from 
friend  or  enemy,  and  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the 
coaft,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the  englifh  failors 
were  equally  unable  to  venture  to  their  aftiftance. 

When  the  morning  of  the  21ft  came,  they  found 
that  the  french  admiral  and  the  Heros,  which  under 
cover  of  the  night  had  anchored  among  the  englifh 
fhips,  cut  and  run  afhore  to  the  weftward  of  Crozie. 
On  the  latter’s  moving,  fir  Edward  made  the  Eflex’s 
fignal  to  flip  and  purfue  her  ;  but  fhe  unfortunately 
got  upon  fome  rocks,  called  the  Four,  and  both  flic 
and  the  Refolution  were  irrecoverably  loft,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  aftiftance  the  weather  would  permit, 
was  lent  them.  The  enemy  it  was  found,  had  feven 
fhips  of  the  line  at  anchor,  between  Penris  Point  and 
the  river  Villaine;  on  difcovering  them,  the  englifh 
admiral  made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work 
up  and  attack  them  ;  but  it  blowed  fo  hard  from  the 
N.  W.  that  inftead  of  daring  to  caft  the  fquadron 
loofe,  he  was  obliged  to  ftrike  top-gallant  malls. 
Moft  of  thefe  fhips  appeared  to  be  on  ground  at  low 
water ;  but  on  the  flood,  by  lightening  them,  and  the 

advantage  of  the  wind  under  the  land,  they  o0t  into 
the  river  Villaine. 

The  weather  being  moderate  on  the  2 2d,  the  ad- 
miral  fent  the  Portland,  Chatham,  and  Veno-eance 
to  deftroy  the  Solid  Royal  and  Heros.  The  french’ 
on  the  approach  of  the  englifh  fet  the  firft  on  fire' 
and  foon  after  the  latter  met  the  fame  fate  from  their 

enemies. 
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enemies.  Sir  Edward  employed  the  23d  in  recon' 
noitring  the  entrance  of  the  river  Villaine,  which  is 
very  narrow,  and  only  twelve  feet  water  on  the  bar, 
he  difcovered  feven  or  eight  line  of  battle  fhips  about 
half  a  mile  within,  quite  light,  and  two  large  frigates 
moored  a-crofs,  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
the  latter  only  having  guns.  He  fitted  out  12  long 
boats  to  attempt  burning  them  ;  but  the  weather  be¬ 
ing  bad,  and  the  wind  contrary,  it  was  found  im¬ 
practicable.  The  admiral  then  detached  capt.  Young 
to  Quiberon  bay,  with  five  fhips  to  watch  the  enemy’s 
draggling  fhips,  and  made  up  a  flying  fquadron  to 
fcour  the  coaft  to  the  ifle  of  Aix.  Sir  Edward  con¬ 
cludes  his  account  of  this  addon  with  thefe  words  : 
“  In  attacking  a  flying  enemy,  it  was  impoflible  in 
“  the  fpace  of  a  fhort  winter’s  day,  that  all  our  fhips 
“  fhould  be  able  to  get  into  addon,  or  all  thofe  of  the 
“  enemy  brought  to  it.  The  commanders  and  com- 
“  panies  of  fuch  as  did  not  come  up  with  the  rear 
“  of  the  french  on  the  20th,  behaved  with  the  great- 
«  eft  intrepidity,  and  gave  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  a 
“  true  britifh  fpirit.  In  the  fame  manner  I  am  lads* 
“  fied,  thofe  captains  would  have  acquitted  them- 
“  felves,  whofe  bad  going  fhips,  or  the  diftance  they 
“  were  at  in  the  mooring,  prevented  from  getting 
“  up.  Our  lofs  by  the  enemy  is  not  conliderable  ; 
«  for  in  the  fhips  that  are  now  with  me,  I  find  only 
“  one  lieutenant,  and  39  feamen  and  marines  killed, 
“  and  about  202  wounded.  When  I  confider  the 
“  feafon  of  the  year,  the  hard  gales  on  the  day  of 
“  addon,  a  flying  enemy,  the  fhortnefs  of  the  day, 
“  and  the  coafts  we  are  on,  I  can  boldly  affirm,  that 
<■<■  all  that  could  poffible  be  done,  has  been  done.  As 
“  to  the  lofs  we  have  fuftained,  let  it  be  placed  to  the 
“  account  of  the  neceffity  I  was  under  of  running 
“  all  rifles  to  break  this  ftrong  force  of  the  enemy. 
“  El  ad  we  had  but  two  hours  more  day-light,  the 
“  whole  had  been  totally  deftroyed  or  taken  •,  for 
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we  were  almoft  up  with  their  van,  when  night 
“  overtook  us.” 

In  this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  manner  was  conclud¬ 
ed  this  remarkable  adtion,  in  which  the  french  had 
four  capital  fhips  deftroyed,  one  taken,  and  the  whole 
of  their  formidable  navy,  in  which  confifted  the  laft: 
hope  of  their  marine, lhattered,  difarmed,  and  difperfed. 
The  invafion,  which  they  had  been  fo  long  at  work 
to  effedb,  and  which  was  to  repair  their  lodes  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  was  now  entirely  diflipated  ;  with 
their  laft  hope,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  funk,  and  the 
credit  of  their  arms  was  broken  along  with  their  forces. 
On  the  contrary,  the  behaviour  of  the  englilh  admi¬ 
ral,  captains,  and  feamen  was  fuch,  as  reflected  the 
greateft  honour  on  their  country  ;  and  added  as  much 
to  the  glory,  and  to  the  arms  of  Britain  as  to  its  fafety. 
In  fhort,  thofe  who  were  engaged,  and  thofe  who  were 
not  fo  fortunate,  gave  proofs  that  they  were  equally 
ardent  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.  This  engage¬ 
ment,  the  furrender  of  the  prufllan  troops  at  Maxen, 
and  the  taking  of.  Munfter,  happened  on  the  fame 
day,  the  20th  of  november. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  englilh  was  equally  great  in  the 
Eaft-indies.  In  that  country,  the  two  nations  had 
been  more  upon  an  equality  than  any  where  elfe, 
finee  the  commencement  of  the  war  •,  but  yet  the 
advantage  was  on  the  fide  of  the  englilh.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  february,  captain  Richard  Maitland  of  the 
royal  regiment  of  artillery,  was  ordered  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  of  Bombay,  to  undertake  an  ex¬ 
pedition  againft  the  city  and  caftle  of  Surat.  He 
embarked  with  850  artillery  and  infantry,  and  1500 
feapoys,  the  9th  of  february,  and  in  eight  days  landed 
them  fafe  at  a  place  called  Dentilowry,  diftant  from 
Surat  about  nine  miles,  where  he  encamped  for  the 
refrefhment  of  his  troops  three  or  four  days.  Beino- 
pofiefled  of  a  proper  fpace  of  ground,  he  immediately 
railed  a  battery  of  two  24  pounders  and  a  mortar, 
which  p!ay#d  very  brilkly  againft  the  wall  for  three 
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days.  Finding  this  method  of  attack  tedious,  he, 
with  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  ordered  his  little 
fleet  to  warp  up  the  river  in  the  night,  and  anchor  in 
a  line  of  battle,  oppofite  one  of  the  ftrongeft  forti¬ 
fied  pods  they  had  got,  called  the  Bundar,  which 
being  executed,  a  general  attack  begun  from  the  vef- 
fels  and  battery  at  the  appointed  time,  and  the  troops 
being  fafely  landed,  foon  became  matters  of  that  poft, 
and  the  outer  town.  Having  fucceeded  thus  far,  the 
captain  bombarded  the  cattle  and  town  as  foon  as  pof- 
ble,  with  luch  brifknefs,  that  it  furrendered  to  him 
after  little  or  no  oppofition.  This  conqueft  was  of 
vaft  importance  to  the  englifh  Eaft  india  company, 
Surat  being  one  of  the  richeft  cities  in  India,  carrying 
on  a  flouriihing  and  extenfive  trade. 

In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Clive,  who  had  before 
fo  oiten  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  this  country,  conti¬ 
nued  to  command  fuccefs  againft  the  french.  That 
nation  had  fet  up  a  perfon  in  oppofition  to  the  nabob, 
whom  the  colonel  had  placed  upon  the  throne  of 
Bengal,  and  having  attifted  him  with  men  and 
money,  he  laid  fiege  to  Patua.  Clive  being  in¬ 
formed  of  the  attempt,  marched  from  Calcutta  with 
great  expedition,  and  obliged  the  pretender  to  retire 
with  the  greateft  precipitation.  He  then  detached 
major  Brereton,  with  fome  troops  to  harrafs  the  rear 
of  general  Lally’s  army,  which  had  not  long  before 
raifed  the  fiege  of  Madrafs.  This  and  fome  other  de¬ 
tachments  foon  after  joined  the  englifh  army,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Madrafs  ;  many  endeavours  were 
ufe  to  bring  Mr.  Tally  to  an  engagement,  who, 
though  fuperior  in  number  declined  it.  Major  Brere¬ 
ton  marched  foon  after  to  Vandewalh,  a  country  fort 
about  40  miles  from  Pondicherry,  garrifoned  by  the 
french,  hoping  thereby  to  draw  the  enemy  from  their 
ftrong  camp.  M.  Lally,  having  returned  to  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  major  general  Soupire  commanded  the  french 
army,  he  gave  into  the  defign  of  major  Brereton,  and 
followed  him  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Vandewalh. 

The 
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The  englifh  army  dire&ly  marched  againft  him,  draw- 
ing  up  in  order  of  battle,  in  fight  of  the  french.  But 
Soupire  intrenched  himfelf  fo  ftrongly,  it  was  impof- 
fibleto  attack  him.  Major  Brereton  finding  an  aftion 
impracticable,  made  a  forced  march  the  16th  of  april, 
to  Conjeveram,  where  the  enemy  had  700  feapoys  ; 
after  a  fhort  cannonade,  the  place  was  ftormed,  and 
many  of  the  garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war.  The 
french  army  afterwards  returned  to  Arcot,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  pay,  and  but  bad  provilions,  it  occafioned 
great  difcontent  and  difertion.  On  the  20th  of  june, 
general  Lally  joined  his  army  at  Arcot,  and  moved 
towards  Conjeveram,  where  the  two  armies  cannon¬ 
aded  each  other  for  four  days ;  but  the  french  gene¬ 
ral  finding  his  men  continued  to  defert,  retreated  in 
the  night  to  Pondicherry.  The  englifh  army  remained 
cantoned  in  Conjeveram,  till  the  iftof  auguft,  when 
part  of  it,  under  major  Monfon,  advanced  to  the  at¬ 
tack  of  Couvereepaut,  which  after  two  days  he  took, 
granting  the  french  garrifon  a  capitulation.  At  the 
fame  time,  major  Caniland  marched  with  200  euro- 
peans,  and  fome  black  troops,  to  difiodge  the  enemy 
from  Tirupoty  *,  which  he  did  with  the  lols  of  a  few 
feapoys.  To  conclude  this  train  of  fucceffes,  major 
Ford  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Maffulipatam,  taking  it 
by  ftorm,  where  he  killed  about  200,  and  took  pri¬ 
foners  about  300  french.  The  operations  in  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year  by  land,  were  not  of  very  great 
importance  ;  the  only  aflion  of  any  confequece  was, 
an  attack  made  by  major  Brereton,  on  the  village  of 
Vandewafh.  He  marched  the  24th  of  feptember, 
with  about  400  europeans,  7000  feapoys,  14  pieces 
of  artillery,  70  european  and  300  black  horfe.  The 
french,  to  the  number  of  about  1000,  were  intrenched 
under  a  fort,  which  mounted  20  pieces  of  cannon. 
Notwithftanding  this  ftrength,  major  Brereton  attacked 
them  on  the  30th,  in  three  different  places,  and  car¬ 
ried  the  village.  But  in  the  night,  the  pioneers  miff 
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taking  his  orders,  negledted  to  throw  up  an  intrench- 
ment  to  cover  the  troops,  which  when  the  french  per¬ 
ceived,  they  returned  to  the  charge  with  great  fury, 
and  being  feconded  by  the  fire  of  the  fort,  drove  the 
englifh  out  again,  with  the  lofs  of  310  men  killed, 
and  wounded,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat 
diredtly  to  Conjeveram.  Notwithftanding  this  repulfe, 
the  englifh  Eaft-india  company  found  themfelves  on 
the  whole  infinitely  fuccefsful.  They  commanded  in 
Bengal  a  whole  kingdom,  and  were  in  pofTeffion  of  all 
its  trade,  which  produced  them  immenfe  riches. 
From  Bengal,  up  the  coaft  as  far  as  Madrafs,  was 
likewife  at  their  difcretion,  an  extent  of  800  miles, 
and  the  beft  part  of  the  coaft  for  trade  and  wealth. 
It  was  in  this  part  of  it  that  the  french  fubfifted  after 
they  had  loft  their  pofTeffion  in  Bengal ;  but  in  the 
lofs  of  Maflulipatam  they  were  merely  confined  to 
Pondicherry,  Carakat,  and  fome  few  places  to  the 
fouthward. 

By  fea  the  two  fleets  were  more  upon  an  equality 
in  point  of  force  •,  though  that  of  the  french  under 
M.  d’Ache  was  fuperior  to  admiral  Pocock  :  never- 
thelefs,  the  latter  failed  to  the  fouthward  in  queft  of 
d’Ache,  on  the  iff;  of  feptember  the  very  next  day 
he  difcovered  the  enemy’s  fleet,  but  was  not  able  to 
bring  on  an  addon.  Mr.  Pocock  continued  eight 
days  ufing  all  his  endeavours  to  bring  the  french  ad¬ 
miral  to  an  engagement.  At  laft,  on  the  10th  he 
effedted  it,  when  both  admirals  made  the  fignal  for 
battle.  The  englifh  fleet  confifted  of  nine  fail  of 
the  line,  but  three  of  them  were  only  50  gun 
fhips.  The  french  confifted  of  eleven  fail  of  the 
line  of  battle  fhips.  The  englifh  line  carried  536 
guns,  and  .4035  men-,  the  french  728  guns,  and 
6400  men.  As  foon  as  the  fignal  was  out,  both 
fquadrons  began  to  cannonade  each  other  with  great 
fury,  and  continued  hotly  engaged  for  two  hours, 
when  the  french  rear  began  to  give  way  ;  their  center 
very  foon  after  did  the  fame,  their  van  following 
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the  whole  french  fquadron  bore  away  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  make. 

Many  of  the  englifh  flips  being  greatly  difabled  in 
their  yards  and  rigging,  admiral  Pocock  was  in  no 
condition  to  purfue  them  ;  but  having  repaired  the 
feveral  damages  of  his  flips,  he  once  more  failed  in 
queit  of  the  enemy,  and  difeovered  them  in  Pondi¬ 
cherry  read  ;  d’Ache  declined  coining  to  a  fecond  en¬ 
gagement,  ftcetching  away  to  the  fouthward.  Mr. 
Pocock  determined,  with  the  advice  of  the  rear  ad¬ 
miral  and  captains,  to  return  to  Madrafs,  as  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  fleet  would  not  permit  him  to  follow 
the  enemy  to  the  fouthward.  The  lofs  in  the  en¬ 
gagement  was  confiderable  on  both  fldes,  but  fell 
heavieft  on  the  french,  who  had  1 500  men  killed  and 
wounded,  as  reported  by  a  defer.ter  ;  the  englifl  1  had 
569  killed  and  wounded,  and  both  fquadrons  were 
Very  much  flattered. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  on  the  fate  of  the  french 
nation  in  Europe,  we  fhall  find  their  condition  fill 
more  deplorable.  The  battle  of  Minden,  which 
proved  fo  fatal  to  their  defigns,  having  defrayed  all 
-  their  hopes  in  Germany  for  that  campaign  *,  their 
court  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  recruit,  cloath, 
and  pay  their  troops  ;  articles  as  difficult  to  be  efi'e&ed] 
as  the  neceffity  was  urgent  ;  but  by  contraftino-  the’ 
plan  of  their  operations,  they  refolved  to  make  every 
effort  in  their  power,  to  render  marfha!  Broffiio’s 
army  as  formidable  as  poffible.  To  a  nation  without 
trade  as  France  was,  the  fupplies  to  fupport  fo  great 
a  charge  were  exceffively  difficult  to  be  railed,  'The 
vaft  fums  which  had  been  fent  out  of  the  kingdom 
in  fubfidies  to  their  allies,  and  in  the  pay  oCdieir 
troops,  had  extremely  impoverified  the  nation  •,  but 
itill  they  would  not  have  exhaufed  it,  had  France 


1  ,^ere  °bIiSed  t0  trud  t0  tbe'r  marine,  as  the  laft  effort 

"  lh"  S'“d  -*>  Oiwlans,' ruined  ullthcii 
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bc£n  in  the  poileffion  of  a  flourifhing  commerce  :  fo 
far  was  this  from  being  the  cafe,  that  their  foreign 
trade  was  entirely  ruined  ;  the  principal  of  their  colo¬ 
nies  torn  from  them  ;  and  almoft  univerfal  bankruptcy 
enfued  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  Such  being 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  it  was  found 
impoflible  to  raife  fuch  great  fums  as  were  neceffary, 
by  regular  means  only  •,  recourfe  therefore  was  had  to 
the  r.roft  fatal  and  extraordinary  ones.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  they  did  not  fcruple  to  break  in  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  faith,  and  to  find  fupplies  for  one  year,  in  an  ex¬ 
pedient  that  fl ruck  at  the  fources  of  all  future  credit. 
The  miniftry  Hopped  payment  upon  public  bills  and 
funds  *.  But  even  this  refource,  was  infufficient  •,  the 
Bin"  threw  his  own  plate  into  the  public  flock  as  an 
example,  and  a  reejueft  that  otheis  flrould  contribute 
in  the  fame  manner  from  their  private  fortune,  to  the 
neceflities  of  ftate.  Many  of  the  nobility,  gentryi 
churches  and  convents  actually  carried  their  plate  to 
the  mint ;  but  (fill  it  was  very  far  from  being  univer¬ 
fal  •,  there  was  a  general  reluctance  to  forward  this 
method  of  fupply,  and  to  truft  the  public  with  fo 
confiderable  a  part  of  their  fubftance,  at  the  inftant 
when  they  faw  it  fo  notorioufly  break  its  faith  in  other 
particulars.  Thefe  miferable  refources,  however,  en¬ 
abled  the  miniftry  (till  to  continue  the  war  in  Ger¬ 
many  •,  and  to  refufe  the  offers  of  peace  which  the 

*  The  following  are  the  public  debts,  of  which  the  french  court 
have  Hopped  payment: 

i .  T  he  three  kinds  of  rents  created  on  the  polls.  2.  I  he  con¬ 
flicted  upon  the  c h ell  of  redemptions.  3.  The  coupons  of  bills 
on  the  fame  chdl.  4.  Thofe  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  5.  The 
reimbuifement  of  bills,  drawn  to  bearer,  on  the  fame  chell.  6. 
'I  he  bids  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  7.  1  he  rents  cieated  on  the 
two  fols  per  pound  of ’the  10th  penny.  8.  Reimbursements  of 
the  capitals  of  rents..  9.  The  payments  of  bills  difchargeable  ih 
l  ine  years,  known  under  the  name  of  annuities.  10.  1  hole  of 
the  new  actions  cn  the  benefit  of  the  farms.  11 .  All  the  bills  diawa 
by  the  colonies  upon  the  government,  amounting  to  t  ,3  3  3 >oco  • 

kings 
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fungs  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  *  made  them  at  the 
end  of  the  year :  for  as  they  did  'not  expert,  from 

their 

*  The  following  declaration  was  delivered  bv  his  ferene  hiohnefs 
duke  Lewis  of  Brunfwick  to  the  minifters  of  the  belligerent\>ow- 
ers  re fi ding  at  the  Hague,  in  the  name  of  the  two  kings*. 

<£  Their  britanmc  and  pruffian  majefties,  moved  with  compaflloh. 
at  the  mifchiefs  which  the  war,  that  has  been  kindled  for  fome 
years,  has  already  occafioned,  and  mull  neceiTarily  produce ;  fhould 

&  ^rfelV“iWantiPg  t0/he  duties  0f  humanity>  particu- 
XI  r  a-  te1der  CJ0nCern  for  the  I«*rva«on  and  well,  brine  of 
the.r  refpedhve  kingdoms  and  fubjedls,  if  they  negleded  the  Proper 

“t0  PUt  3  LP  t0  *e  Pr°Srefs  of  fevere  attlamity,  aX 
■  J'bUtj  -t0  th,6  re-eflaW'ftment  of  public  tranquility.  In  this 
refpe’Xheir  fX  t0.mamffft  the  Purity  of  ‘heir  intentions,  in  this 
dedamtion'  vk  J  *  determined  the  following 

XS-Xr  ‘Ldy  a  fend  P^nipotentiaries  to  the  place, 

or ,  fond  °,:gd  Ppe'.T,r'w'"i.°,£=  iins™- 

i^rss“^ » mt°nk-  -  **  «• 

I  his  declaration  was  made  at  the  end  of  november  and  no  an. 

wer  appeared  to  it,  till  about  four  months  after,  when  the  follow 

filer  r*  bf  oppofice  P,„y.  m  “  * 

a  the  above  offer,  it  goes  on,  “  Her  majefty,  the  emrnefs  ouern 

filv  TX  and‘  n0’161?’13  ’  her  maJ efty*  thc  emprefs  of  aH  th^Ruf- 

the  dX  iLTJre  h ’f  m0ftu  Chrillian  kin2’  equally  animated  by 
the  delire  of  contributing  to  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  public  tfan- 

q  i  ity  on  a  fond  and  equitable  footing,  declare  in  return  ; 

hismediatlon^nfhe  the  ca‘ho!ic  king,  having  been  pleafed  to  offer 

France  and  Fn  l  H  War>  wuh,ch  has  ^bfilled  for  fome  years  between 
«,  u  fn8,a"d  ;  and  th,s  vVar>  having  befides,  nothin*  in  com- 

wife  c7rrtdhaC  rbrh  the  UV°  emPre(res  w‘th  ‘heir  allies,  hive  like- 

*“-«*  S' Fo,c 

SJwStL’* Sr™  ”r  h“  »> »i 

oTSii?  F  r  ' 

s&xS  -  s?-” -ss  ss 
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their  nutation  very  advantageous  or  honourable  terms. 


they  refolved  ftill  to  hold  out,  and  determined  to 
hazard  the  laft  extremities,  hoping  iomething  fa¬ 
vourable  from  the  fortune  of  their  allies,  fince  theii 
own  had  deferted  them.  This  was  the  reafon  of  their 
delaying  (in  conjunction  with  the  two  empreffes)  to 
anfwer  the  declaration  of  duke  Lewis  of  Brunfwick, 
near  four  months  ;  had  they  been  inclined  to  peace, 
they  mi^ht  very  eafily  have  found  means  to, do  it, 
in  muchlefs  time  •,  but  as  they  could  not,  with  a  good 
o-race  reject  thofe  overtures,  they  had  recourfe  to  de¬ 
lays.  The  formal  invitation  which  they  require,  Should 
be  made  to  the  kings  ot  Poland,  and  Sweden,  plain¬ 
ly  evinces  this;  for  had  a  congrefs  been  appointed, 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  thofe  two  princes,  elpecially 
the  former,  would  gladly  have  fent  plenipotentiaries 
to  it,  where  their  pretenfions  might  have  been  fairly 
difcuffed ;  but  by  this  affefted  delay,  three  or  four 
months  mull  be  loft  ;  and  if  thofe  difficulties  had 
been  removed,  pretences  would  not  have  been  want¬ 
ing  to  put  it  oft  for  fome  months  more.  It  plainly 
appeared,  that  as  the  affairs  of  France  were  in  fuch  a 
bad  fituation,  that  court  was  refolved  to  try  the  event 
of  another  campaign,  hoping  to  be  able  to  get  po  - 
feftion  of  Hanover,  and  thereby  conclude  a  peace  on 
more  advantageous  terms  than  fhe  could  at  that  time 

CMufw  T  mv  leave  of  the  transactions  of  this 


and  namely,  to  his  majd-ly  the  k 
I  ike  wife  to*  his  majetfy,  the  king 
be  invited  to  the  future  congrels. 


intereft. 
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intereft,  as  it  was  glorious  to  the  brave  foldiers,  by 
whole  condud  and  courage  it  was  won.  The  fuc- 
cefs  which  attended  our  arms  under  general  Amherft, 
contributed  greatly  to  fecure  our  colonies  from  the 
depredations  of  the  french  and  their  indians,  and 
brought  under  the  dominion  of  Britain,  an  immenfe 
trad:  of  country,  of  the  greateft  importance.  The 
acquifition  of  Guardaloupe,  was  as  highly  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  trade  and  commercial  intereft  of  this 
kingdom,  as  it  was.  fatal  to  that  of  France.  That 
memorable  victory  obtained  in  the  plains  of  Minden, 
through  the  admirable  conduct  of  duke  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwick,  and  the  gallant  behaviour  cf  the  eng- 
lifh  infantry,  not  only  threw  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France  into  the  utmoft  condensation,  but  obliged 
them  to  have  recourfe  to  their  marine  for  an  invafion 
of  Britain,  as  the  only  hopes  they  had  left,  of  being 
able  to  retrieve  the  many  and  defperate  lodes  they 
had  fuftained.  Ladly,  the  adion  at  cape  Lagos, 
under  admiral  Bofcawen  ;  but  more  particularly  that 
remarkable  vidory  at  Belleide,  wherein,  dr  Edward 
Hawke  acquitted  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  fatisfadion 
ot  his  own  honour,  and  the  expedations  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  blafted  every  fanguine  hope  of  our  diftreffed  ene¬ 
mies  j  and  involved  them  in  the  mod  defpairing  con- 
fudon.  They  were  no  longer  able  to  carry  on  the 
war,  either  with  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  or  thofe  extraordinary  fums,  which  are  always 
railed  in  Prance,  to  fupport  a  war ;  but  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  mod  unprecedented  and  ille¬ 
gal  means  of  raidng  money  ;  equally  fatal  to  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  their  government,  and  infufficient  to  fupply 
their  preding  neceflities. 
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C  H  A  P.  XXVI. 


Affairs  in  Europe ,  zk  the  beginning  of  the  year  i  760* 
Lhurot  fails  from  Dunkirk .  Lands  in  Scotland.  Re¬ 
embarks.  Lands  in  Ireland ,  Carrickfergus  fur  renders. 

Is  plundered  by  the  french.  Lhey  re-imbark .  Captain 
Elliot  takes  Lhurot' s  fquadron.  Court  martial  on  lord 
George  Sackville .  Sentence  on  his  lordfhip .  Affairs  in 

north  America .  French  prepare  to  beftege  Effiebec. 

Motions  of  brigadier  general  Murray.  Action  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Abraham.  Lhe  trenches  opened .  Lhe 
fiege  raifed.  Affairs  in  the  Eafi-indies , 


T  N  fpeaking  of  the  french  fcheme  for  an  invafion. 

If  I  before  mentioned,  that  there  was  to  be  a  fmall 
fquadron  difpatched  from  Dunkirk,  under  M.Thu- 
rot,  (a  man  who  had  rendered  himielf  truly  ce¬ 
lebrated  by  his  vaft  fuccefs,  while  commander  of 
the  Iklleifle  privateer),  to  make  an  attempt  on  • 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  in  order  to  divide  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  britilh  miniflry.  An  englifh  fqua¬ 
dron,  under  commodore  Boys,  was  Rationed  tor  fome 
time  before  Dunkirk,  to  prevent  Thurot’s  getting 
out.  But  the  frenchman  feizing  a  lucky  opportunity, 
(lipped  out,  and  failed  diredtly  northward.  Boys  fol¬ 
lowed  him  as  foon  as  poflible }  but  was  not  able  to 
prevent  his  getting  into  Gottenburgh,  in  which  har¬ 
bour,  and  in  that  of  Bergen,  he  took  refuge  fome 
time,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  get  out.  lieeRedted^ 
it  at  laft;  and,  on  the  17th  of  february  appeared  off 
the  ifland  of  Ilia,  in  Argylefhire.  In  the  evening 
they  fhewed  englifli  colours,  which  induced  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  go  on  board,  whom  they  detained.  Soon 

after, 
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after,  fome  of  their  boats  put  off  for  the  fhore.  In 
their  way  they  boarded  two  fmall  Hoops,  lying;  at 
anchor  in  a  fmall  bay  of  the  ifland,  which  They 
plundered  ;  the  crews  of  the  boats  next  landed  on  the 
iiland,  and  while  Thurot  remained  on  it,  he  behaved 
in  every  refpedt  more  like  a  friend  than  an  enemy. 
He  payed  for  every  thing  he  took,  even  beyond  their 
value;  he  allowed  thirty  fhillings  for  every  cow,  half 
a  crown  for  every  goofe,  one  Hulling  for  a  hen,  and 
in  proportion  for  flour,  and  other  tilings.  He  kept 
the  beft  difcipline,  and  prevented  pillaging  as  much 
as  poffible.  He  enquired  very  anxioufly  concerning- 
the  fate  of  Conflans’s  fleet,  and  was  much  furprifed 
to  hear,  that  that  admiral  had  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
beat  without  linking  a  blow.  As  Thurot’s  fleet  con¬ 
fided  only  of  four  fmall  (flips,  the  largeft  of  which, 
did  not  mount  above  50  guns,  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  make  any  attempt  of  confequence  in  Scot- 


On  the  2ifl,  he  appeared  with  only  three  (flips  off 
. e  ‘^e  Magee,  Handing  in  fhore  for  the  bay  of  Car- 
rickfergus,  in  Ireland.  At  that  time  the  fmall  num- 
ber  of  troops  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  were  at  ex - 
eicile  aoout  half  a  mile  on  the  road  to  JBelfalt  ;  and 
about  eleven  o’clock  the  guard  was  turned  off,  to 
relieve  that  on  the  french  prifoners  in  the  caftle  ;  the 
reit  of  the  men  remaining  in  the  field  of  exercife. 
I  he  commanding  officer  no  fooner  received  advice  of 
tmce  flips  being  feen  fo  near  the  coaH,  and  of  their 
having  detained  fome  fifhing  boats,  than  he  fent  im¬ 
mediate  orders  to  the  caflle,  for  both  guards  to  con¬ 
tinue  under  arms,  and  double  the  centries  over  the 


french  prifoners  that  were  confined  then 
tenant  with  a  reconnoitring  party  took  pofl 
giound,  to  difcover  whether  the  (flips  wc 
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whence  they  could  have  the  mod  extenfive  views  % 
having  ordered  his  corps  to  relift  them  as  long  as 
they  were  able,  in  cafe  they  were  attacked,  he  haften- 
ed  to  lieutenant  colonel  Jennings,  the  commanding 
officer,  to  acquaint  him  with  what  he  had  difcovered. 
The  lieutenant  colonel  was  with  his  troops  on  the 
parade  of  Carrickfergus,  who  immediately  ordered 
detachments  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  took  every 
precaution  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  themfelves  matters  of  it  ;  ordering  the 
french°prifoners  to  be  removed  with  all  fpeed  to  Bel- 

fall. 

By  this  time,  the  french,  to  the  number  or 
about  1000  men,  were  in  full  march  for  the  town  ; 
they  attempted  to  enter  the  gates,  but  were  repul  fed  \ 
and  again  ‘made  two  different  attacks,  with  the  like 
ill  fuccefs,  being  kept  back  as  long  as  tne  troops  of 
the  oarrifon  had  ammunition.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Jen  mgs  then  ordered  his  men  into  the  caftle  •,  and 
the  f  each  immediately  appeared  in  the  market  place  ; 
where  they  might  have  been  attacked  with  great  ad- 
vr.ntage,  had  it  not  been  for  the  moft  fcandalou., 
want  of  ammunition.  The  french  finding  the  fire 
of  the  garrifon  fo  weak,  attacked  the  gates  of  the 
caftle  fword  in  hand,  which  from  the  battering  of 
the  fhot  on  both  lides,  were  knocked  open,  and  the 
the  enemy  marched  in  •,  but  lieutenant  colonel  Jen¬ 
nings,  with  lorn  a  officers,  and  about  50  men  repulfed 
then),  and  the  men  from  a  half  moon  near  the  gates, 
after  their  ammunition  was  gone,  tluew  ftones  and 
bricks.  Had  this  attack  of  the  enemy  been  fupported 
with  the  leaft  degree  of  courage,  they  mull  certainly 
have  lurceeded  in  it  •,  but  they  retiied  back  qndei 
cover,  leaving  the  gates  open,  and  the  ganifon  drawn 
up  in  their  front.  Jennings  would  have  Sallied,  had 
they  had  ammunition  ;  but  without  it  the  enterpriie 
was  too  dangerous.  And  as  the  breach  in  the  caftle 

wall  could  not  be  defended,  as  it  was  50  feet  long,  it 

was 


(  489  ) 

was  agreed  to  beat  a  parley  •,  and  accordingly  lieute¬ 
nant  colonel  Jennings  marched  out  with  thehonours 
of  war,  agreeing  that  an  equal  number  of  french  pri- 
foners  fhould  be  fent  to  France  in  lieu  of  the  earrifon. 
By  an  article  of  the  capitulation,  the  mayor  and  cor¬ 
poration  were  to  furnifh  the  french  with  provifions  ; 
but  they  not  executing  that  article  to  the  french  ge¬ 
neral’s  fatisfa&ion,  the  town  was  plundered.  On  the 
2  2d,  they  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Belfaft,  and  made 
a  demand  of  feveral  articles  of  provifions,  and  other 
neceflaries  to  be  delivered  that  day,  promifing  to  pay 
for  them,  and  threatening,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  burn 
Carrickfergus,  and  afterwards  to  come  up  and  burn 
Belfaft  alio.  With  which  demands,  the  inhabitants 
thought  it  beft  to  comply.  The  french  loft  about 
60  men  in  their  attack  on  Carrickfergus  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  carried  the  mayor  and  fome  of  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants  aboard  their  ftiips,  as  a  fecurity  for  having 
the  french  prifoners  fent  to  France,  they  re-embarked 
their  troops,  and  fet  fail  the  26th. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  handful  of  french  troops, 
inconfiderable  as  they  were,  alarmed  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  all  the  weftern  coaft  of  England. 
The  rich  towns  of  Liverpool  and  Whitehaven,”  were 
in  fear  for  their  fhips  and  effects  ;  twelve  hundred 
men  of  the  neighbouring  militia  marched  to  Liver¬ 
pool,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that  Thurot  was  land^ 
ed  in  Ireland.  There  were  at  that  time  200  fail  of 
ftiips  in  the  harbour  of  Whitehaven,  and  nothing  to 
defend  them  ;  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  to  pro- 
te6l  the  town  and  country,  railed  and  armed  600 
men.  Ships  were  difpatched  from  feveral  ports  in 
queft  of  the  french  commodore;  and  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  iflued  the  necel- 
;ary  orders  for  the  forces  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
Kingdom,  to  march  towards  Carrickfergus  ;  and  dif- 
patched  at)  exprefs  to  Kinfale,  to  inform  Capt.  Elliot, 

who 


\ 
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who  commanded  three  men  of  war  there,  that  M. 
Thurot  was  upon  the  coaft. 

Elliot  directly  fet  fail  from  Kinfale,  with  the  ZEolus 
of  32  guns,  and  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant  of  3 6  guns 
each  :  he  made  the -entrance  of  Carrickfergus  bay  the 
26th  ;  but  could  not  get  in,  the  wind  being  contra¬ 
ry,  and  very  bad  weather.  'The  28th,  at  four  in  the 
morning,  he  got  light  of  them,  and  gave  chace. 
About  nine  he  got  up  along-fide  the  french  commo¬ 
dore,  off  the  ifle  of  Man,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after 
the  aftion  became  general,  and  lafted  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  when  they  all  three  ft  ruck  their  colours  ; 
although  Thurot  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  yet  his 
fhip  the  Belleifle  was  fought  io  \  try  bravely,  that  it 
was  feared  fhe  would  fink  before  fhe  could  be  got  in¬ 
to  port  ;  fhe  mounted  44  guns,  and  carried '545  men, 
including  troops  ;  the  la  Blonde  carried  32  guns  and 
400  men.;  and  the  Terpfichore  of  26  guns  and  300 
men.  The  englifh  officers  and  failors,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  french,  fought  very  bravely.  The  lois 
of  the  conquerors  was  trifling,  that  of  the  french 
amounted  to  about  300  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Thurot  was  one  of  the  braveft  men  that  had  appeared 
in  France  flnee  the  beginning  of  the  v/ar ;  he  was 
remarkable  for  his  mild  and  generous  treatment  of 
the  prifoners  he  took  while  commander  of  the  Belle¬ 
ifle  privateer. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  fubject,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
Carrickfergus  is  the  only  magazine  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  from  which  all  the  troops  in  that  part  of  the 
country  were  fupplied  with  powder,  &c.  The  forti¬ 
fications  were  fo  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  was  inv* 
poflible  to  defend  it  better  than  was  done  by  lieute¬ 
nant  colonel  Jennings,  fo  that  what  reafon  there  could 
be  for  the  expreffion  in  the  London  Gazzette  ;  “  Mad 
“  buffered  himfelf  with  four  companies  of  major 
cc  general  Strode’s  regiment,  to  be  made  prifoners  of 
“  war  I  cannot  find  out.  cc  Suffered  himfelf,53 
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plainly  implies  his  having  made  a  bad  defence.  The 
parliament  of  Ireland  had  at  different  times,  lately 
granted  450,000  1.  for  repairing  the  fortifications  of 
the  kingdom  •,  therefore  there  mud  have  been  lome 
very  fatal  neglect  in  this  place’s  not  having  been  put 
in  a  better  polture  of  defence.  Some  having  imagin¬ 
ed  thatThurot  was  driven  into  Carrickfergus  by  ftrefs 
of  weather,  and  want  of  provisions  ;  but  its  much 
more  probable,  he  landed  there  by  defign,  he  might 
very  likely  be  acquainted  with  the  weak  ftate  of  the 
place  ;  and  have  had  in  his  eye  the  wealthy  city  of 
Belfaft  juft  by  it,  as  a  proper  object  of  his  expedi¬ 
tion  :  the  preparations  made  by  the  lord  lieutenant 
to  prevent  his  penetrating  further  into  the  country, 
might  have  been  the  reafon  of  his  not  attempt¬ 
ing  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  attention  of  all  ranks  of 
people  was  entirely  engroffed  by  the  proceedings  of  a 
general  court  martial,  appointed  by  his  majefty  to  fit 
t  c*  1  of  lord  Geoi  ge  Sackville.  His  lordfhip 
as  I  before  mentioned,  had  petitioned  for  one  as  foon 
as  he  arrived  in  England,  after  the  battle  of  Minden  ; 
but  it  was  not  found  convenient  to  affemble  it  till  the 
beginning  of  march  :  as  many  officers  were  to  be 
called  home  from  Germany  as  witnefles  ;  befides  fome 
other  reafons  of  a  different  nature.  It  was  a  point 
ver7.  trmch  difputed.  whether  a  man,  difmiffed  from 
ail  his  military  employments,  could  be  tried  for  an 
offence,  committed  while  he  was  in  the  army  ;  and 
as  opinions  differed  extremely,  the  cafe  was  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  judges  :  it  was  fuppofed  from  their  anfwer, 
that  he  might  legally  be  tried.  Accordingly,  a  court 
martial,  confiding  of  the  following  members,  met 
the  29th  of  february,  for  that  purpofe  : 

Lieutenant  general  Onflow,  prefident. 

Sir  Charles  Howard, 

CamnbdJ, 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  general  lord  Delaware* 

Cholmondeley, 

Stuart, 

earl  of  Panmur£, 

Ancram, 

Harrington, 

Abercrombie, 

Albemarle. 

Major  general  Leighton, 

Carr, 

earl  of  Effingham, 

Belford. 

On  lord  George  Sackville’s  being  ordered  into  court* 
the  judge  advocate  informed  him,  that  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  court  were  fvvorn,  except  general  Belford, 
who  was  omitted  on  account  of  an  objection  which 
his  lordfhip  faid  he  fhould  make  to  his  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  court.  Lord  George  Sackville  having 

given  his  reafons  *  for  making  fuch  an  objeftion  ;  ge¬ 
neral 

* 

*  They  were  as  follow :  “  When  I  was  appointed  lieutenant  ge- 
reval  to  the  ordnance,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ordered  me  to  take 
the  care  of  the  artillery  regiment  upon  me,  as  being  one  part  of  my 
duty.  I  reprefented  to  his  grace,  that  when  lord  Ligonier  was  lieute¬ 
nant  general  of  the  ordnance,  the  care  of  the  regiment  was  left  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  colonel  commandant ;  the  duke  of  Marlborough  faidg 
that  he  could  not  in  decency  have  defired  my  lord  Ligonier,  who 
was  his  fuperior  in  the  army,  and  had  been  for  many  years  at  the 
head  of  the  ordnance,  to  enter  into  fuch  a  regimental  detail  ;  but  that; 
he  had  no  fctuple  in  defiring  me  to  do  that  part  of  my  duty,  and 
to  report  regularly  to  him.  I  expreffed  my  readinefs  to  obey  ;  but 
faid,  that,  previous  to  my  undertaking  it,  his  grace  mufl  give  the  pro¬ 
per  order*  for  recalling  that  power,  which  was  at  present  in  general 
jBelfoid,as  colonel  commandant.  It  was  accordingly  done ;  and  when 
I  began  to  execute  my  duty,  general  Del  ford  expreff  d  his  difappro- 
bation  of  it,  thinking  any  diminution  of  his  authority  might  be  looked 
upon  as  feme  degree  of  difapprobation  of  his  conduct.  I  explained 
to  him  what  had  parted  upon  the  fubjetf,  between  the  mailer  general 
and  me,  and  he  appeared  better  fatisfied  ;  and,  as  I  afterwards  had  an 
opportunity  of  reprefenting  his  fervices  fo  favourably  to  his  majefly. 
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heral  Belford  replied,  that  he  was  far  from  defiring  to 
fit  when  objedted,  but  only  defired  to  know  what  the 
objedtion  was  :  the  court  thereupon  took  the  affair 
into  conflderation,  and  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  lord  George  Sackville’s  objedtion  was  infufficient 
to  exclude  general  Belford  from  fitting  as  a  member  ; 
but  as  the  general  continued  to  exclude  himfelf  from 
fitting,  the  court  agreed  to  it. 

There  was  fitting  at  this  time  another  court-mar¬ 
tial  on  lord  Charles  Hay,  for  fome  offences  commit¬ 
ted  by  -him  in  north  America,  under  lord  Loudon, 
of  which  general  Onfiow  was  alfo  a  member  ;  and  his 
lordfhip  behaving  in  a  ftrange  abfurd  manner  *,  it 
provoked  Onflow,  a  man  of  great  dignity,  and  equal 
fpirit,  to  fpeak  very  warmly  to  lord  Charles  Hay  : 
and  his  warmth  cofi  him  his  life  ;  for  lie  had  hardly 
concluded  his  fpeech,  but  he  dropped  down  of  an 
apopledtic  fit,  and  being  inftantly  carried  home,  died 

as  to  obtain  a  confiderable  increafe  of  emolument  to  him.  I  did 
imagine  any  little  difference  that  had  happened  had  been  entirely  for¬ 
got;  but  perfons  in  my  lituation  are  apt  to  watch  little  attentions, 
which  at  other  times  would  be  too  trifling  to  regard  ;  and  as,  upon  my 
return  to  England,  general  Belford  was  the  only  field  oflicer  of  the 
regiment,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  that  did  not  fhew  me  even 
the  common  civility  of  a  vifit ;  and,  as  the  firft  aft  he  did,  after 
my  quitting  the  ferviee,  was  recommending  another  aid  de  camp 
to  my  lord  Granby,  in  preference  to  the  artillery  officer,  who 
had  attended  me  in  that  capacity,  I  confefs  thefe  circumftances  in¬ 
duced  me  to  think,  that  general  Belford  Hill  retained  fome  degree  of 
ill-will  towards  me;  and  though  I  am  far  from  fufpe&ing  that  he 
would  knowingly  permit  his  judgment  to  be  in  the  lealt  influenced  by 
fuch  confiderations ;  yet,  as  there  is  fuch  a  biafs  in  the  minds  of  men, 
when  there  is  any  prejudice  in  their  breads,  that  it  often  affe&s their 
a&ions,  unknown  to  themfelves ;  I  fhould  hope  the  general  would 
decline  fitting  upon  this  trial ;  J  do  not  offer  what  I  have  faid  as  a 
legal  objedlion,  but  rather  fubmit  my  reafons  to  the  court,  and  to  him 
for  their  confiderations.” 

*  He  fvvore  by  G — d  they  were  not  a  legal  court  martial,  but  a 
fanguinary  court  of  inquifition.  General  Cornwallis  has  faid,  that  he 
afked  him  fome  crofs queftions,  in  hopes  that  he  would  throw  the  ink- 
Hand,  Sec.  at  his  head,  and  by  fome  fuch  action,  put  an  end  to  lo  ri¬ 
diculous  a  court  martial. 

in 
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in  a  few  days.  He  was  a  great  lofs  to  the  court  mar-t 
tial  on  lord  George  Sackville,  as  no  man  was  ever 
more  proper  for  a  prefident  of  one. 

There  was  a  new  warrant  ilTued  the  6th  of  march- 
appointing  fir  Charles  Howard  prefident,  and  addins 
to  the  former  number  of  members,  the  major  genf 
rals  lord  Robert  Manners,  lord  Robert  Bertie,  and 
Julius  Cmfar.  I  have  already  given  the  reader  fome 
particular  points  of  this  trial,  in  my  account  of  the 
battle  of  Minden,  from  the  evidence  of  feveral  vvit- 
efies  •,  the  ihortnefs  of  the  plan  of  this  work  will 
not  permit  me  now  to  be  particular  in  regard  to 
the  trial  *;  ° 

The 

*  There  were  fome  remarkable  articles  of  evidence  which  deferve 
to  be  remembered. 

It  was  obferved,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  court,  but  by  all 
prelent,  that  lieutenant  colonel  SI — p — r  gave  his  evidence  with  great 
acrimony,  and  was  to  appearance,  much  prejudiced  againft  the  pri¬ 
soner  ;  this  was  what  occafioned  jcrd  George  Sackville’s  faying  in  hfs 
defence,  “  In  what  manner  his  evidence  was  given,  I  need  not  remind 
**  the  court.’'  And  again,  “  If  his  own  behaviour  has  not  entirely 
“  deftroyed  the  credit  of  his  teftimonv.”  Lieut  col.  Sloper,  in  hi's 
evidence,  fays  that  as  foon  as  capt.  Ligonier  had  delivered  the  duke's 
order  to  lord  George  Sackville,  he  (Sloper)  laid  to  him,  “  For  God’s 
“  fake,  fir,  repeat  your  orders  to  that  man,  (meaning  lord  George 
6‘  Sackville),  that  he  may  not  pretend  not  to  underftaud  them,  for  it 
**  is  near  half  an  hour  ago,  that  he  has  received  orders  to  advance,  and 
4<  yet  we  are  Hill  here,’’  adding,  tL  But  you  fee  the  condition  he  is  in.17* 
Being  afterwards  defired  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  thefe  laid  words ; 
he  anfwered;  that  his  opinion  was,  that  lord  George  Sackville  was 
alarmed  to  a  very  great  degree,  that  when  his  lordfhip  ordered  him 
to  advance,  he  leemed  in  the  greateft  confuficn. 

Lord  G.  Sackville.  Sir  Charles  Howard,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  fay  a  few  words,  touching  this  gentleman’s  (Sloper  h)  evidence  be¬ 
fore  I  go  any  further. 

Gen.  Cho lmonde ley.  I  arfi  never  againft  any  indulgence  to  the 
priioner. 

Lord  G.  Sackville.  It  is  a  little  hard  for  me  to  be  fitting  here, 
and  have  a  vvitnefs  come  againft  me,  with  an  opinion  of  this  nature, 
and  J  forced  to  remain  entirely  Client.  1  fhall  only  lay  a  few  woids'. 
This  fort  of  attack,  I  never  heard  before,  from  any  one  gentlemah 
whatever,  excepting  from  the  private  kfmuations  of  this  gentlemarf, 

now 
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The  prifoner,  during  the  courfe  of  it,  behaved  with 
great  conduit,  and  difcovered  infinite  abilities  ;  he 

endeavoured 

■  i 

mow  before  the  court ;  I  have  heard  of  it  fmce  he  has  been  in  Lon¬ 
don.  I  am  glad  that  he  has  mentioned  it  in  court.  I,  — - 

Lord  Albemarle.  Your  lordfhip  will  have  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  upon  that  in  your  defence  ;  but,  I  am  afraid  we  are  going  into 
an  irregularity. 

Lord  G.  Sackville.  I  will  only  fay  now,  that  I  will  prove  my 
conduct  that  day,  with  regard  to  every  branch  of  it,  and  I  will  lhew 
that  gentleman  to  the  court  in  fuch  colours,  for  truth  and  veracity. 

Lord  Albemarle.  IVIy  lord,  this  is  being  very  irregular. 

Lord  G.  Sackville.  Your  lordfhip  may  imagine,  that  what  f 
muft  feel  on  fuch  an  occasion ;  and  it  is  difficult  not  to  exprefs  it  in- 
ftantly. 

Lord  Albemarle.  I  am  very  fenfibls  of  what  your  lordfhip  muft 
feel,  and  forry  to  interrupt  ;  but  the  courfe  of  proceeding - 

Lord  G.  Sackville.  I  fubmit  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and 
muft  beg  leave  to  fuppofe,  for  the  prefent,  that  no  fuch  evidence  has 
been  given.  I  fhall  now  go  on  as  if  nothing  of  this  fort  had  happened* 
and  fhall  treat  that  gentleman,  in  that  part  of  his  evidence,  with  the 
•contempt  it  deferves. 

In  another  place  his  lordfhip  makes  an  obfervation,  on  the  evidence 
of  colonel  Sloper,  in  the  following  words :  “  Llaving mentioned  col. 
Sloper’ s  evidence,  I  am  obliged  to  take  notice  of  the  afperfton  he 
has  thrown  upon  my  character.  Imputations  of  that  nature  were 
very  little  to  be  expedted  from  one,  who  had  the  honour  of  arriving 
at  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant  general,  after  a  courfe  of  fome  duty 
“  and  fervice.  It  is  hard  upon  a  man  to  be  obliged  to  fpeak  of  his 
(l  own  addons,  or  of  his  own  merit  cr  charadter  in  the  fervice  ;  but 
what  makes  it  on  this  occafion  abfolutely  unneceffiry,  is,  that  moft 
of  the  generals,  who  compofe  this  court,  have  either  commanded 
me,  or  I  have  had  the  honour  of  commanding  them  ;  and  T  am 
perfuaded,  they  will  feel  a  generous  indignation  in  my  behalf,  and 
declare,  whether  my  former  condudl  ought  not  to  have  exempted 
me  from  fo  mean  an  attack.” 

During  the  courfe  of  the  defence,  lord  George  Sackville  afked  his 
witneffes  fuch  queftions  as  he  thought  would  contradidl  the  afperfions 
thrown  on  him  by  lieutenant-colonel  Sloper  ;  endeavouring  to  prove 
his  evidence  faife  in  feveral  particulars.  As  foon  as  he  had  finiflied 
examining  his  witneffes,  the  judge  advocate  obferved  that  his  lordfhip 
had,  in  his  defence,  impeached  the  lieutenant-colonel’s  credibility  ; 
propofing  by  way  of  reply- to  fupport  the  credibility  of  the  witnefs, 
when  his  lordfhip  had  fummed  up  his  defence  ;  but  lord  George 
wanted  to  have  the  frefh  evidence  examined  before  he  concluded  his 
Lelence,  that  he  might  anfvver  any  thing  new,  that  appeared  ;  Or  elfe 

that 
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endeavoured  where  ever  he  could  introduce  them,  to 
throw  reflexions  on  duke  Ferdinand,  implying,  that 

he 

that  the  Court  would  promlfe  to  permit  him  to  make  a  fejoinder  to  the 
judge  advocate’s  reply.  Amongll  other  things  which  his  lordfhip  faid, 

• -  “  I  find  upon  my  trial  a  queftion  propofed  of  very  great  con- 

“  fequence.  I  did  not  care  at  that  time  to  give  an  anfwer  to  it, 
“  The  natural  inference  is,  that  the  court  will  goon,  and  afterwards 
“  confider  of  it.  My  reafon  for  defiring  the  court  to  go  on  now  is, 
“  that  I  am  ddirous  of  hearing  all  that  is  tc  be  faid.  As  to  the  evi- 
“  dence  I  have  given,  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  court  will  admit  of 
“  evidence  in  reply  to  it  i  and  fuppofe  if  any  thing  is  offered  by  way  of 

reply  that  is  new,  it  may  be  neceftary  for  me  to  afk  for  a  rejoinder, 
**  I  am  frightened  every  time  I  talk  of  law  ;  I  am  told,  if  the  court 
“  lets  the  profecutor  into  new  matter  in  fupply,  it  will  bring  on  a 
“  rejoinder,  that  is,  to  anfwer  the  new  matter  ;  if  that  is  the  cafe,  I 

fhall  have  the  fame  indulgence  that  every  prifoner  has  in  any  court 
**  of  juftice.” 

Judge  Advocate.  In  order  that  the  reply  may  be  properly 
made,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  what  lord  George  has  to  offer  in  his 
obfervations. 

As  to  a  rejoinder,  it  is  common  in  civil  cafes,  if  any  new  matter 
is  introduced,  the  prifoner  will  have  a  right  to  anfwer  that ;  I  men¬ 
tioned  that  particularly  before. 

I  fhould  be  glad  his  lordfhip  would  not  talk  of  law,  I  am  not  a 
military  perfon,  I  do  not  really  fee  why  that  fhould  be  thrown  out,  I 
have  not  the  honour  of  wearing  a  military  garb;  but  I  hope  I  have 
endeavoured  to  conduct  the  profecuticn  with  tendernefs  and  candour. 

As  to  the  reply,  it  is  agreeable  to  law,  and  practice  founded  in 
reafon,  that  the  profecutor  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  eftablifh  the  credit 
of  his  witneffes,  and  to  reply  to  any  new  matter  introduced  in  the 
courfe  of  the  defence. 

If  the  credibility  of  a  witnefs  is  to  be  impeached,  and  his  credit 
not  to  be  eftablifhed,  I  don’t  know  to  what  purpofe  it  would  be  to 
profecute  at  all. 

Lord  G  Sackville.  As  to  the  judge  advocate,  I  wifh,  as  he 
cbferves,  he  either  wore  a  military  garb,  or  were  a  perfon  of  fuch 
eminence  and  reputation  in  the  profefiion  of  the  law,  as  might  en¬ 
title  him  to  lay  down  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  courts  of  ju- 
il ice,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  prifoner  might  have  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  what  was'afferted  to  be  law.  I  wifh  one  of  the  judges  of 
England  was  to  fit  here,  the  prifoner  then  would  have  been  certain 
of  being  tried  by  the  real  laws  of  this  land,  and  not  by  laws  made 
occafionally  for  him  ;  I  defire  therefore,  no  middle  term.  The  judge 
advocate  is  very  able  in  his  poft  ;  but  T  do  not  apprehend  he  knows 
the  rules  and  pradlice  of  courts  in  general,  Elere  what  do  you  do  ? 

'If 
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he  had  polled  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing  where  it 
could  be  of  no  fervice  ;  but  fuch  infinuations  were 

very 

If  there  is  a  point  of  law,  you  refer  to  the  judge-advocate  ,•  why, 
becaufe  you  don’t  know  law,  not  becaufe  he  does.  I  know  as 
little  j  I  ufed  the  word  rejoinder,  I  got  it  but  the  other  day  myfelf, 
and  the  court  feemed  to  ftart  when  I  mentioned  it.  When  there  is  a 
difficulty,  you  refer  to  the  judge-advocate,  who  is  to  determine  ; 
other  courts  never  determine  in  any  matter,  without  the  advantage 
of  being  informed  of  what  can  be  offered  on  both  Tides  ;  this  court, 
ignorant  themfelves  of  a  matter  of  law,  can  only  receive  their  in¬ 
formation  from  the  profecutor.  I  have  a  great  refped  for  Mr. 
Gould’s  character  as  judge-advocate,  and  think  he  fits  there,  and 
executes  his  office,  as  ably  as  any  man  I  ever  faw  in  his  place. 
For  the  fake  of  the  precedent  it  would  make,  I  might  fay  fome- 
thing  ;  becaufe  every  witnefs,  whofe  character  may  be  faid  to  be 
impeached  in  a  controverted  proceeding,  will  by  this  means,  have 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  in  frefh  evidence  of  freffi  fads,  end  the 
prifoner  mull  Hand  a  fecond  trial  upon  the  fame  charge.  As  to  my 
own  part,  if  the  court  thinks  fit  to  admit  it,  let  them  fay  that  this 
does  not  affed  me  ;  let  them  fay  that  the  credit  of  the  witnefs  is 
impeached;  by  contradiding  his  fads ;  let  them  fay,  that  fuch  is 
the  pradice  of  courts-martial;  I  fhall  lament  the  fate  of  thofe  who 
are  to  be  tried  by  courts-martial ;  but  with  regard  to  myfelf,  it  is 
impoffible  for  me  to  objed  to  the  determination.  What  I  have 
proved,  is  the  Ihewing  the  opinion  of  thofe  about  me,  to  whom  I 
gave  orders,  with  whom  I  was  during  the  whole  day,  that  is  a  dired 
contradidon  of  the  fad;  it  includes  the  time  of  which  col.  Sloper 
fpeaks,  the  evidence  now  offered,  is  not  to  fupport  this  fad,  it  re¬ 
lates  to  another  time. 

Indeed  the  judge-advocate  has  faid,  it  is  not  matter  for  the  court, 
but  for  the  publick,  it  is  fo.  It  is  food  for  clamour,  for  which 
reafon  I  wiffi  to  fee  the  bottom  of  it.  1  fhouldnot  have  hood  here, 
a  prifoner  at  this  bar,  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  aay  thing  that  could 
be  faid,  confcious  innocence  is  my  fupport. 

Notwithdanding  all  that  I  have  fuffered,  that  innocence  Hill 
fupports  me.  I  feel  myfelf  injured,  and  I  know  myfelf  innocent. 

I  feel  myfelf  before  a  court,  that  is  to  punifh  the  guilty  ;  but  the 
mod  amiable  part  of  their  jurifdidion,  is  to  proted  the  innocent. 

I  have  confidence  in  every  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  are  upon  oath, 
to  do  judice  ;  no  gentleman  can  be  under  any  influence. 

In  this  court  a  prifoner  has  an  additional  fecurity ;  he  is  fure, 
their  honour  will  bind  them,  if  their  oath  did  not ;  {landing  under 
that  fecurity,  I  defy  the  profecutor. 
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very  little  regarded,  as  the  contrary  was  known  to- 
be  the  truth.  As  to  his  guilt,  the  court  adjudged 
him  by  their  fentence  unfit  to  ferve  his  majefty  in  any 
military  capacity  whatever.  *  As  it  is  not  the  cuftorri 
for  land  courts- martial  to  draw  up  a  let  of  refolutions 
by  way  of  reafons  for  their  fentence  •,  we  cannot  here 
fo  readily  determine  the  nature  of  his  lordfhip’s  guilt. 
That  he  was  guilty,  is  indifputable  *,  he  molt  un¬ 
doubtedly  difobeyed  the  orders  of  duke  Ferdinand. 
His  ferene  highnefs  ordered  him  to  advance  through 
the  trees  on  his  left,  to  form  a  third  line,  and  fupport 
the  infantry.  Now  it  was  very  evident  that  the  in¬ 
fantry  were  to  be  fupported ;  and  if  that  was  the  cafe, 
the  time  mult  confequently  be  extremely  critical. 

Could 


Let  col.  Sloper  (land  forth,  and  from  a  vvitnefs  become  the 
agent  of  a  profecution.  Let  his  character  be  fupported  by  the 
teftimony  of  opinion  ;  opinion  not  founded  upon  fails,  will  only  fhew 
a  readmefs  to  form  an  opinion  to  a  man  s  difadvantage.  It  is  not 
proof,  it  is  not  a  foundation  for  a  court  of  juftice  to  determine 
upon  ;  it  could  not  be  brought  hence,  but  with  another  intention. 

1  If  the  court  will  eftablifh  the  precedent,  I  fubmit ;  but  out  of 
regard  to  the  profeflion  I  once  was  of,  I  oppofe  it. 

Permit  me  to  fay,  when  I  take  my  leave  of  the  profelfion,  that 
though  1  111  all  fubmit  it  to  the  decifion  of  the  court,  I  fhall  lament 

o 

the  jurifdiclion. 

The  court  determined  that  no  new  witnefles  fhould  be  called  in 
to  prove  that  Lord  Cleorge  Sackvibe  appeared  alarmed.  But  that 
they  would  admit  evidence  to  prove  col.  Sloper's  having  declared 
thefe  fails  the  day  after. 

I  fliall  conclude  what  I  have  to  fay  on  the  fubjea  of  colonel 

$ _ r’s  evidence,  with  obferving,  that  there  had  been  formerly 

a  (juarrel  between  lord  George  Sackville  and  him,  which  was  never 


made  up.  „  ,  ,  .  ,  r 

*  The  court  upon  due  confidcration,  of  tne  whole  mattei  before 

them  is  of  opinion,  that  lord  George  Sackville  is  guilty  of  having 
difobeyed  the  orders  of  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunlvvick,  whom  he 
was  by  his  commilfion  and  inftiudlions  direfled  to  obey,  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  according  to  the  rules  of  war  ;  and  it  is  the  farther 
opinion  of  this  court,  That  the  laid  lord  George  Sackville  is, 
•,rd  heif  hereby  adjudged,  unfit  to  ferve  his  majefty,  in  any  military 


capacity  whatever. 


CHARLES  HOWARD. 
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Could  this  reasonably  be  thought  a  feafon  for  requiring 
an  explanation  of  his  orders,  when  they  ought  in- 
ftantly  to  have  been  put  in  execution  ?  Had  he  not 
better  have  difobeyed  his  orders  in  part,  by  advancing 
forwards,  and  doing  his  duty,  inllead  of  turning  to 
the  left  ?  But  the  misfortune  was,  he  never  Birred  at 
ad*  If  he  had  advanced,  it  would  at  leaft  have  fhevvn 

an  inclination  to  obey. - But  I  am  arguing  on  a 

point  too  well  eftablifhed,  to  admit  a  doubt. - * 

I  he  only  article  which  will  bear  an  argument,  is 
the.  motive  of  his  guilt  :  a  topic  certainly  more 
curious  than  ufeful  :  I  fear  in  this  cafe  I  am  of 
a  different  opinion  from  the  generality  of  men. 
Lord  G.  S-ck-vill-  had,  before  the  battle  of  Min- 
den,  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  many  of  duke 
Ferdinand’s  orders,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhewed 
that  he  did  not  at  all  relifh  a  fuperior  in  com¬ 
mand.  I  cannot  help  attributing  his  bad  condudt  at 
that  battle,  to  his  difguft  at  the  duke’s  command. 
A  motive  which  certainly  fixes  a  greater  ftain  than 
cowardice  could  poffibly  do.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
but  fuch  vaft  abilities  would  in  a  great  mealure  get 
the  better  of  his  fear,  when  fo  much  was  at  ftake°as 
in  his  command  :  but  this  is  a  point  which  I  leave  to 
philofophers  to  determine.  His  lordfhip  concludes  the 
introdudlion  to  his  defence,  in  thefe  words.  cc  This 
“  defence  is  intended,  not  for  the  world,  but  for 
“  information  of  the  court.  All  I  at  prefent 
“  defire  is,  that  mankind  would  fufpend  their  judo- 
“  ment  of  my  condud,  till  the  evidence  is  clofed  ; 

then  I  truft  in  the  goodnefs  of  my  caufe,  which  has 
“  fupported  me  under  a  load  of  calumny,  and  em¬ 
boldened  me  to  afk  for  this  trial ;  that  under  your 
“  favourable  judgment,  the  candid  will  with  pleafure 
acquit  me,  the  prejudiced  be  obliged  to  retraft  their 
“  rafh  cenfures,  and  that  I  fhall  again  be  reftored  to 
“  the  §ood  opinion  of  my  country,  and  of  my  fo- 

K  k  2  “  vereign.” 
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And  again  at  the  end  of  his  defence, 
My  witnefles  cannot  fay  what  they  have 


it  faid,  without  being  convinced  that  it  is  truth,  and 
“  faid  in  fupport  of  innocence.  They  can  have  no 
n  motive  of  intereft  t  what  motives  of  intereft  can 
«  there  be  on  the  fide  of  one  who  is  a  priioner,  who 
ic  has  been  in  great  employments  ?  Perhaps  unwor- 
ct  thily !  Employments,  wliich  had  I  continued  in 
“  power,  might  have  procured  good  will,  at  leaft  the 
“  appearance  of  it.  At  prefent  they  can  have  no 
*i  temptation  but  the  force  of  truth  •,  and  by  their 
“  appearing  in  that  caufe  •,  and  on  thefe  motives, 
“  they  deferve  as  great  a  degree  of  credibility,  as  any 
«*  witnefs  at  any  bar.  In  juftice  to  them  I  have  trou- 
cc  hied  the  court  thus  far.  I  {ball  trouble  them  no 
longer;  but  exprefs  my  acknowledgments,  not 
“  only  for  their  patience  in  hearing  me,  but  for  the 
“  many  inftances  of  their  indulgence.  I  can  expert 
«  no  better  fecurity  for  my  caufe,  than  their  unin- 
“  fluenced  determination.  I  have  mentioned  all eady, 
“  that  I  have  the  fecurity  of  their  oath  ;  I  have  a 

“  ftronger  ftill,  their  honour  :  upon  that  I  rely. - 

«  If  I  am  guilty,  let  me  be  declared  fo.  If  I  am  not 
“  puiltv  let  the  court  fhew  by  their  fentence,  that 

.  i  _r _ mnnrpnr  ” 
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C- - — —  afked  none,  but  thofe  which  were  di- 

redly  againft  him  ;  the  reafon  for  the  former’s  be¬ 
haviour,  when  we  confider  his  connections  with  the 
d — _ e,  is  eafily  conjectured  •,  nor  were  the  general’s 
motives  ever  thought  to  be  impenetrable. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  take  a  view  of  the  military 
operations  in  North  America ;  they  were  indeed  of 
but  fmal]  extent,  but  great  importance.  Nothing 
Jefs  depended  on  them,  than  the  poiTefiion  of  our 
darling  conqueft,  Quebec.  General  Murray  was  left 
governor  of  that  city,  on  its  falling  into  our  hands, 
and  had  a  garrifon  with  him  of  about  6000  men  ;  a 
number  not  in  the  lead  too  numerous,  as  the  men 
were  extremely  fatigued  and  harraffed  with  one  of  the 
moft  difficult  campaigns  that  ever  was  conduded  ;  and 
as  the  city  was  lo  meanly  fortified,  that  it  was  not  en¬ 
tirely  fee ure  againft  a  coup-de-main. 

No  fooner  was  general  Murray  fettled  in  this  go¬ 
vernment,  than  he  began  repairing  the  ruins  of  the 
city  ;  he  built  eight  redoubts  of  wood  out  of  the  city, 
made  foot  banks  along  the  ramparts,  opened  embra- 
fures,  placed  his  cannon,  blocked  up  all  the  avenues 
of  the  iuburbs  with  a  ftockade,  carried  eleven  months 
provifions  into  the  higheft  part  of  the  city,  and  formed 
a  magazine  of  4000  fafeines.  As  foon  as  thefe  and 
many  other  labours,  were  in  fome  forwardnefs,  the 
general  fent  out  two  detachments,  to  take  pofteffion 
of  St.  Foix  and  Lorette,  two  pofts  of  great  impor¬ 
tance,  as  they  fecured  eleven  pariffies  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  city,  which  greatly  contributed  to 
furniffi  them  with  frefh  provifions  during  the  winter  ; 
and  alfo  with  wood,  an  article  much  wanted  by  the 
garrifon.  During  three  whole  months  in  the  winter, 
they  were  employed  in  dragging  wood  into  the 
city.  This  conftant  labour  greatly  diminifhed  them, 
fo  that  before  the  end  of  aprilj  iaoo  men  were 
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Jead,  and  above  2000  of  what  remained,  were  totally 
unfit  for  any  fervice.. 

In  the  mean  time  the  french  general,  the  chevalier 
de  Lewis,  foon  got  intelligence  of  the  low  ftate  of 
the  garrifon,  and  refolved  to  attempt  carrying  the 
city  in  the  depth  of  winter.  In  purfurnce  of  this 
Icheme,  he  made  all  the  neceffary  preparations  ;  de¬ 
igning'  to  make  the  attempt  in  february  :  but  the 
iuccefs  of  the  garrifon  in  fome  fkirmifhes,  which 
happened  on  feveral  occafions,  obliged  M.  de  Lewis 
to  alter  his  plan,  and  not  to  think  of  attacking  the 
city  till  the  fpring  was  more  advanced. 

As  general  Murray  found  that  Quebec  could  be 
looked  upon  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  ftrong 
cantonment,  and  that  any  works  he  fhould  add  to  it 
would  be  in  that  ftyle,  his  plan  of  defence  was,  to 
take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  intrenching  himfelf  on 
the  heights  of  Abraham,  which  entirely  commanded 
the  ramparts  of  the  place,  at  the  dirtance  of  800 
yards,  and  might  have  been  defended  by  his  num¬ 
bers,  againft  a  large  army.  But  de  Lewis  did  not 
give  the  general  time  to  take  the  advantage  of  this 
lituation.  In  the  middle  of  april,  the  general  at¬ 
tempted  to  execute  the  projected  lines,  but  found  it 
impracticable,  as  the  earth  was  ftill  covered  with 
ihow  in  many  places,  and  every  where  impregnably 
bound  up  by  froft.  ’ 

Murray  was  informed  in  the  night  of  the  26th, 
that  the  enemy  had  landed  at  Point  au  Tremble 
10,000  men,  and  500  barbarians;  their  fcheme  was, 
to  cut  off'  the  ports  of  the  garrifon ;  but  the  general 
by  a  judicious  march,  prevented  them  from  executing 
it ;  and  feveral  reafons  concurred,  to  induce  him  to 
give  them  battle  :  he  confidered  that  his  little  army 
was  in  the  habit  of  beating  the  enemy,  and  had  a 
very  fine  train  of  field  artillery;  that  (hutting  him- 
f  if  up  within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon  the 
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fingie  chance  of  holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time 
a  wretched  fortification  ;  a  chance  which  an  addon  in 
the  field  could  hardly  alter,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
gave  an  additional  one,  perhaps  a  better.  If  the 
event  was  not  profperous,  lie  determined  to  hold  out 
to  the  lad  extremity  ;  and  then  to  retreat  to  the  ifle 
of  Orleans,  with  what  was  left  of  the  garrifon,  to 
wait  for  reinforcements. 

In  confequenceof  this  refolution,  the  general  march-* 
ed  out  the  28th,  with  all  the  force  he  could  mufter, 
which  did  not  exceed  3000  men  ;  forming  them  on 
the  heights  of  Abraham,  in  order  of  battle  ;  and  ob- 
ferving  that  the  french  army  was  upon  the  march 
in  one  column,  as  far  he  could  fee  ;  he  thought  this 
the  lucky  moment  ;  and  moved  with  the  utmoft  or¬ 
der  to  attack  them  before  they  had  formed.  He  foon 
beat  them  from  the  heights  they  had  poffefied,  though 
they  were  well  difputed.  Major  Balling,  who  com¬ 
manded  a  corps  of  light  infantry,  having  foiced  the 
enemies  grenadiers  from  a  houfe  and  wind-mill,  in 
attempting  to  regain  the  flank  of  the  englifh  army, 
was  charged,  thrown  into  diforder,  retired  to  the 
rear,  and  from  the  number  of  officers  killed  and 
wounded,  could  never  again  be  brought  up  during 
the  aftion.  Otway’s  regiment  was  ordered  to  ad¬ 
vance  immediately,  and  fuftain  the  right  wing,  which 
the  enemy  in  vain  made  two  attempts  to  penetrate. 
While  this  paffied  there,  the  left  was  not  idle  ;  they 
had  difpo defied  the  enemy  of  two  redoubts,  and  luf- 
tained  with  unparralleled  firmnefs,  the  bold  united 
efforts  of  the  enemies  regulars,  indians  and  Canadians 
till  at  laft,  fairly  fought  down,  and  reduced  to  a 
handful,  they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior  num¬ 
bers.  '  This  diforder  was  foon  communicated  to 
the  right  ;  but  the  whole  retired  in  fuch  a  way, 
that  the  enemy  did  not  venture  upon  a  brilk  pur- 
fuit.  Moll;  of  the  cannon  was  left,  as  the  rouph- 
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neis  oi  the  ground,  and  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  made 
it  impoffible  to  bring  them  off ;  but  what  could 
not  be  brought  off,  were  nailed  up.  The  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  one  third  of  thofe  in  the  field  ; 
that  of  the  french,  by  their  own  confeffion,  exceeded 
2500  men,  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  as  the 
aclion  lafted  an  hour  and  three  quarters. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  french  opened  the 
trenches  before  the  town  ;  fome  frigates  which  they 
were  in  poffeffion  of,  anchored  below  their  camp  ;  for 
feveral  days  they  were  bufy  in  landing  their  cannon, 
mortars,  and  other  ammunition  ;  they  worked  in- 
ceffandy  at  perfecting  their  trenches,  and  raifing  bat¬ 
teries  *,  and  on  the  11th  of  may,  they  opened  three 
batteries  of  cannon,  and  one  of  bombs.  The  gar- 
rifon  were  not  idle-,  they  made  the  neceffary  difpo- 
fitions  to  defend  the  place  to  the  lad  extremity  ;  they 
planted  cannon  on  every  baftion,  and  even  in  the 
curtains;  and  raifed  new  works  ;  infomuch  that  be¬ 
fore  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries,  they  had 
132  pieces  of  cannon,  placed  on  the  ramparts,  moft- 
]y  dragged  there  by  the  foldiery.  Notwithftanding 
this  formidable  artillery,  they  were  fo  circumftanced, 
that  had  a  french  fleet  appeared  fiiftin  the  river,  the 
place  muff  certainly  have  fell. 

A  fmall  lquadron  of  fhips  had  been  fome  time  on 
their  paffage  to  Quebec,  under  lord  Colvil  and  com¬ 
modore  Swanton  :  general  Murray  depended  on  their 
arrival,  to  be  able  to  oblige  the  french  to  raife  the 
fiege  ;  it  was  the  9th  of  may  before  he  received  any 
intelligence  of  them.  The  1 6th,  two  englifh  frigates 
were  ordered  by  commodore  Swanton  to  flip  their 
cables,  and  attack  the  irench  fleet,  which  immediately 
weighed  anchor ;  but  they  were  fo  clofely  followed, 
and  fo  brifkly  attacked,  that  their  whole  fquadron 
confiding  of  fix  fhips,  ran  agroundin  different  places, 
and  leveral  of  them  were  deffroyed. 
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This  misfortune  was  like  a  thunder-bolt  to  the 
french ;  they  raifcd  the  fiege  the  fame  evening,  and 
retreated  with  the  greateft  precipitation.  They  left 
their  camp  handing,  all  their  baggage,  ftores,  ma¬ 
gazines  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  34  pieces  of 
battering  cannon,  ten  field  pieces,  fix  mortars,  four 
petards,  a  large  quantity  of  fcaling  ladders,  and  in¬ 
trenching  tools  beyond  number.  Spies  and  deferters 
reported,  that  they  wanted  provifions  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  exceffively,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  their 
Canadians  had  deferted  them.  General  Murray,  at 
the  head  of  five  regiments,  and  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  pufhed  out  in  purfuit  of  them  ;  but 
they  had  crofted  the  river  Caprouge  before  they  could 
get'up  with  them  •,  and  retired  to  a  place  called  Jaques 
Cartier,  not  having  above  5000  men  remaining.  In 
this  fuccefsful  manner  was  the  fiege  of  this  celebrated 
city  railed,  by  the  conduft  of  the  brave  governor, 
with  his  intrepid  garrifon,  and  the  afliftance  of  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  naval  force.  All  the  officers  and  men 
diftingyifhed  themfelves  remarkably  ;  there  never  be¬ 
ing,  perhaps,  a  more  fatiguing  winter  to  any  troops  ; 
and  fucceeding  luch  a  laborious  campaign. 

The  fame  fuccefs,  which  fo  remarkably  diftinguiftied 
the  englifh  arms  in  America,  alfo  attended  their  ope¬ 
rations  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  This  war  was  more  im¬ 
portant,  and  of  greater  extent  in  that  country,  than 
is  generally  the  cafe.  Colonel  Clive  who  commanded 
in  chief,  had,  from  his  firft  entering  on  his  command, 
been  furprifingly  fuccefsful :  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  he  gave  another  fpecimen  of  his  abilities.  It  teems 
the  dutch  had  a  great  inclination  to  engrofs  the  falt- 
petre  trade  entirely  to  themfelves.  The  ftiare  which 
they  had  of  this  trade,  was  carried  on  at  Chinee - 
ry,  a  ftrong  fort  and  factory  in  the  river  of  Bengal ; 
but  the  englifh  falt-petre  trade  was  much  more  con¬ 
fiderable  at  Calcutta.  The  governor  of  Batavia  being 
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informed,  that  the  englifh  fhips  were  abfent  on  the 
coaft,  thought  this  a  fair  opportunity  to  attempt  ex¬ 
ecuting  this  fcheme.  Under  colour  cf  reinforcing 
their  garrifons,  he  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  Colonel  Clive  had  fufpefted  their  de- 
figns  ;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  firft  tranfports, 
which  were  fhips  of  36  guns,  and  full  of  men,  the 
colonel  informed  the  dutch  commodore,  that  he  could 
not  allow  him  to  land  any  forces,  or  to  march  up  to 
Chincery,  as  he  had  from  good  authority  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  fcheme.  The  dutchman  only  de- 
fired  the  liberty  of  refrefhing  his  men  afhore  ;  which 
was  granted  him.  In  the  mean  time,  five  other  dutch- 
men  arrived  in  the  river.  The  commodore  now  be¬ 
gan  to  retaliate  •,  he  not  only  ordered  the  land  forces 
to  march  direftly  to  Chincery,  but,  the  fhips  to  take 
every  englifh  vefiel  that  fhould  appear  on  the  river, 
which  was  executed  on  feveral.  Soon  after,  the  Cal¬ 
cutta,  captain  Wilfon,  an  englifli  Eaft-india  man, 
went  down  the  river,  bound  for  England.  When  he 
came  a  breaft  of  the  dutch  commodore,  he  was 
haild,  and  told,  that  if  he  offered  to  pafs  they  w'ould 
fink  him.  Captain  Wilfon  dire&ly  returned  up  to 
Calcutta,  where  two  other  EaftTndiamen  were  lying; 
and  on  his  arrival,  informed  colonel  Clive  of  his  be¬ 
ing  flopped.  The  colonel  with  a  becoming  fpirit 
immediately  ordered  the  three  Indiamen  to  prepare 
themfelves  for  aftion,  and  to  endeavour  to  take,  burn, 
fink,  and  deftroy  every  dutch  fhip  they  fhould  meet 
in  the  river.  The  dutchmen,  on  their  approach, 
drew  up  into  a  line  to  receive  them  ;  three  mounted 
36  guns,  three  26,  and  one  16.  The  engagement  be¬ 
gan  with  great  fury,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  the  dutch 
commodore  {truck  his  flag;  his  example  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  three  others  ;  and  of  the  remaining  four, 
two  of  them  efcaped,  and  the  other  ran  afhore. 
The  prifoners  were  carried  to  colonel  Clive ;  who 
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being  informed,  that  the  land  forces  which  the  dutch 
had  let  on  fhore,  amounting  to  about  1100  men, 
were  in  full  march  for  Chincery,  detached  500  men, 
under  major  Ford  to  oppofe  them.  The  fame  bad 
fuccefs  attended  the  dutch  arms  by  land  as  by  fea  : 
the  major  entirely  defeated  them,  killed  400,  and 
took  all  the  reft  prifoners.  Colonel  Clive  compro- 
mifed  the  affair  with  this  perfidious  enemy,  and  re¬ 
turned  their  fbips,  on  their  giving  lecuricy  to  pay  a 
large  futn  of  money  for  the  damage  the  engiifh  buf¬ 
fered  in  the  two  engagements.  Had  not  this  affair 
ended  in  fo  fuccefsful  a  manner,  we  might  have  ex¬ 
pected  to  have  had  the  tragedy  of  Amboyn'a  added  in 
Bengal. 

The  britifharms  were  equally  fuccefsful  againft  the 
french.  Colonel  Clive  having  refigned  the  command 
in  thefe  parts,  (in  which  he  bad  been  fo  fignally  fuc¬ 
cefsful)  to  colonel  Coote,  he  embarked  for  Europe. 
He  was  one  of  the  richeft  fubje&s  in  Chriftendom  ; 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  he  had  pofief- 
fed  fo  many  opportunities  of  making  an  immenfe  for¬ 
tune.  Colonel  Coote  took  the  field  at  the  head  of 
an  army,  towards  the  end  of  november  -,  and  being 
informed  that  general  Lally  had  fent  a  detachment  of 
his  army  to  the  fouthward,  and  that  that  party  had 
taken  Syningham,  and  threatned  Trichenopoly  with  a 
fiege,  he  thought  it  advifeable  to  endeavour  to  draw 
the  french  from  that  quarter.  Accordingly,  on  the 
27  th  of  that  month,  he  in  veiled  Wondiwalh,  and 
became  mailer  of  it  in  two  days,  making  its  garrifon 
ot  between  8  and  900  men  prifoners  of  war.  On 
the  3d  of  decenaber,  he  laid  fiege  to  Carangoly,  and 
in  feven  days  it  furrenclered.  Mr.  Coote  having  in¬ 
telligence,  that  feveral  confiderable  detachments  of 
french  were  rendezvoufed  at  Arcot,  under  brigadier 
general  Buffy  ;  and  that  general  Lally  was  on  the 
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•ilh  army  towards  Arcot,  and  encamped  oppofite  to 
that  city,  the  river  Palla  running  between  them.  At 
the  end  of  december,  general  Lally  took  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  french  army  ;  and  by  the  9th  of  Janua¬ 
ry  1760,  it  was  all  in  motion-,  the  general  marched 
towards  Wondiwafh,  and  detached  a  body  of  near 
a  thoufand  men  to  attack  Conjeveram  :  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  there  informed  colonel  Coote  of  his 
danger  ;  who,  by  making  a  forced  march,  faved  the 
place  ;  and  ftrenthening  the  garrifon,  marched  within 
a  few  miles  of  \/ondiwafh  ,  which  place  he  found 

inverted  by  general  Lally,  who  had  began  to  raife  his 
batteries. 

The  commanding  officer  in  the  town  informed  Mr. 
Coote,  that  a  breach  was  made  ;  and  the  colonel 
thereupon  determined,  if  poffible,  to  raife  the  fieo-e;. 
for  this  end,  he  advanced  with  all  his  cavalry,  on 'the 
2 1  rt,  to  reconnoitre,  dhe  enemy?s  fituation  was  very 
ftrong;  but  colonel  Coote,  on  the  22d,  by  a  judici¬ 
ous  movement,  having  got  pofleffion  of  a  hill,  that 
covered  his  right  flank,  began  the  attack  with  a 
imart  cannonade  ;  and  in  the  concluflon  rained  a 
complete  vidtory  ;  the  french  having  left  him  mafter 
of  the  field,  together  with  all  their  cannon,  amount¬ 
ing  to  22  pieces,  befides  a  large  quantity  of  fhot, 
with  tumbrils,  and  all  other  implements  belonging  to 
the  train.  Brigadier  general  Bufiy,  and  le  chevalier 
Godeville,  quarter- mailer-general  were  taken  prifo- 
ners,  the  former  reckoned  the  richeft  fubjedt  in 
Chriftendom  ;  they  loft  befides,  800  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  240  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  conquerors  was  very  ineonfiderable  ^  that  of 
the  greateft  confequence  was  in  major  Brereton,  who 
was  killed.  General  Lally  retired  with  the  fhattered 
remains  of  his  troops  to  Pondicherry  ;  and  towards, 
the  end  of  January,  colonel  Coote  detached  captain 
Vafierot  with  1300  men,  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
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that  city,  to  deftroy  the  french  country,  and  marched 
himfelf  with  the  main  army  to  befiege  Chittiput, 
which  furrendered  to  him  the  29th.  This  fuccefs 
only  paved  the  way  to  a  conqueft  of  more  impor¬ 
tance  •,  on  the  5th  of  february,  he  opened  his  batte¬ 
ries  againft  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  province,  and 
became  matter  of  it  the  10th,  finding  four  mortars, 
22  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  all  forts 
of  military  ftores  in  it.  Thefe  fignal  fuccefles  ex¬ 
tended  the  dominion  of  the  englifh  Eaft-india  com¬ 
pany,  much  beyond  any  thing  that  was  ever  known 
before,  and  reduced  the  french  in  thoie  parts  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs. 


C  I-I  A  P.  XXVII. 


ji fairs  in  Germany.  Situation  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  an, 
the  emprefs  queen.  Motions  of  the  armies  under  th 
generals  Fouquet  and  Laudohn.  Fcuquet  evacuates 
Lar.dfhut.  Glatz  blockaded.  Hattie  oj  Landfhut .  Mea- 
fures  of  count  Daun.  Motions  of  his  prufifian  majefty. 
Marches  for  Silefia.  Followed  by  Daun.  His  criti¬ 
cal  fituation.  Lays  ficge  to  Drefden.  Raifes  thejiege. 
Motions  of  general  Laudohn.  Bcjieges  Glatz.  It  fur- 
lendets.  Bombards  Brefau.  Retires  on  the  approach 
of  prince  Henry .  Motions  of  his  pruffianmajefty.  His 
fine  march  into  Silefia.  Battle  of  Merfchwitz.  Its 
ccnfequences.  Campaign  between  the  allies  and  the  french. 
Skirmifhes.  Marpourg  taken  by  the  french.  Ablion  at 
Gorbach.  A  tit  on  at  Lrxdorf.  Battle  of  IFarbourg. 

I  S  prufTian  majefty  had  received  fo  many  fevere 
blows  in  the  laft  campaign,  that  it  was  not  ex¬ 
pected  he  would  be  very  early  in  his  operations  this 
year  •,  indeed,  the  feveral  armies  in  Germany,  never 
took  the  field  fo  late,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  : 
and,  as  a  peace  was  expected  by  home  of  the  parties 
to  take  place,  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
all  were  remarkably  cautious  in  their  conduct,  at  a 
leafon,  when  a  misfortune  might  be  attended  with  the 
moft  dccifive  confequences ;  but  as  all  thefe  hopes 
were  found  entirely  delulive,  the  king  of  Pruffia 
took  his  ufual  wife  precautions,  to  have  his  armies 
on  the  belt  footing  poffible  :  the  emprefs  queen  had, 
during  the  whole  fpring,  employed  herfelf  in  raifing 
numerous  recruits  for  her  army  in  Saxony,  and  took 
every  mcafure  that  forefight  could  dictate,  to  render 
the  enfuing  campaign  decifive.  To  oppofe  her  the 
king  augmented  his  own  army,  which  aCted  againft 
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mar flial  Daun’s,  and  placed  his  brother  Henry  at  the 
head  of  40,000  men,  to  defend  the  eaftern  parts  of 
his  dominions,  againft  the  ruffians  ;  who,  it  was 
evident  from  their  conduct,  would  again  attack 
him.  Another  body  of  troops  he  oppofed  to  the 
fwedes  *,  and  it  was  with  furprife,  that  all  Europe 
faw  him  ftill  able  to  defend  himfelf  againft  fuch  nu¬ 
merous  and  powerful  enemies. 

His  majefty  had  employed  himfelf  during  fome 
months,  in  fortifying  his  camp  near  Meiffen,  which 
was  very  ftrong  by  nature ;  but  rendered  impregnable 
by  art.  He  made  vaft  intrenchments  in  every  part 
v/here  it  was  acceffible,  and  furniffied  them  with  Inch 
a  numerous  artillery,  that  in  the  front  alone,  there 
were  near  250  pieces  of  cannon.  Marfhal  Daun, 
though  greatly  fuperior  in  numbers  to  the  king,  fol¬ 
lowed  his  example,  and  fortified  himfelf  in  a  ftrong 
camp  near  Drefden.  The  refpetlive  armies  had  been 
fo  harraffed  the  laft  campaign,  that  it  was  the  month 
of  june,  before  either  the  pruffian  or  auftrian  troops 
withdrew  from  their  quarters  of  cantonment. 

The  emprefs  queen  had  placed  general  Laudohn 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  about  40,000  men,  who 
were  encamped  fome  time  in  Bohemia,  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Lufatia.  This  corps  was  deftined  to  attack 
Silefia.  In  the  beginning  of  j  une,  Laudohn  marched 
into  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  advanced  to  Reichen- 
berg,  two  miles  from  Schweidnitz.  General  Fou- 
quet  commanded  a  pruffian  corps  near  Landfhut, 
which  when  augmented  with  a  detachment  from  prince 
Henry’s  army,  amounted  to  near  20,000  men  ;  this 
general  fuppofed  M.  Laudohn’s  defign  wfas  to  cut  off 
the  communication  between  Schweidnitz  and  Breftau  ; 
and  with  that  idea,  withdrew  all  his  pofts  from  Land- 
ffiut,  and  that  neighbourhood,  in  fo  precipitate  a 
manner,  that  he  left  there  a  confiderable  maga¬ 
zine  :  an  auftrian  general  took  pofleffion  of  the 
town,  as  foon  as  it  was  evacuated.  In  this  man¬ 
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ner  Laudohn  was  prevented  from  attacking  Schweid- 
nitz. 

That  general  placed  a  (Irong  garrifon  and  detach¬ 
ment  at  Friedland,  to  fupport  them  *,  he  left  his  ca¬ 
valry  at  Franckenftein,  and  lent  his  infantry  into  the 
cottnty  of  Glatz  :  as  he  found  himfelf  unable  to  pe¬ 
netrate  further  into  Silefia,  he  refolved  to  undertake 
the  liege  of  Glatz,  a  ftrong  town,  the  key  of  Bohe¬ 
mia  and  Silefia,  and  by  its  conqueft  to  open  the  cam¬ 
paign  with  fome  eclat.  General  Fouquet,  in  order 
to  relieve  that  town,  advanced  againft  Landfhut,  and 
after  fome  refiftance  drove  from  thence  the  auftrian 
generals  Geifrugg  and  Jahnus,  taking  pofteftion  of 
it  the  17th  of  June.  In  the  night  between  that  day 
and  the  1 8th,  Laudohn  made  a  very  brifk  attack  upon 
Glatz,  but  was  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs ;  and 
finding  that  the  fiege  was  like  to  be  of  longer  conti¬ 
nuation,  than  he  at  firft  expected,  and  that  general 
Fouquet  would  have  it  in  his  power,  from  his  fitua- 
tion  at  Landfhut,  to  interrupt  his  operations  ;  he  de¬ 
termined,  before  he  advanced  further  in  it,  to  attack 
Fouquet. 

Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  he  called  in  all  his  de¬ 
tachments,  and  leaving  a  fmall  body  of  troops  before 
Glatz,  marched  towards  Landfhut.  Fouquet  being 
defirous  to  maintain  that  poll:,  took  all  meafures  im¬ 
mediately  for  making  a  good  defence.  Fie  was  obliged 
however,  to  fend  oft'  general  Ziethen,  with  four  bat¬ 
talions  and  two  fquadrons  towards  Frauenftein,  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  a  communication  with  Schweidnitz, 
as  well  as  major  general  Grant  on  the  other  fide,  with 
fome  cavalry ;  fo  that  there  were  but  few  generals 
left  with  him,  and  part  of  his  corps,  the  whole  of 
which  was  fo  much  weaker  than  the  auftrians.  On 
the  23d,  at  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  he 
was  attacked  by  general  Laudohn,  at  the  head  of  all 
his  forces.  The  p ruffian  troops  were  intrenched  on 
feveral  heights,  defended  by  redoubts ;  it  was  not  till 
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after  a  very  vigorous  refinance,  that  Laudohn  made 
himfelf  m after  of  three  of  them  ;  general  Fouquet 
threw  himfelf  into  the  two  which  remained  in  his  pof- 
feftion  ;  where  he  was  twice  fummoned  on  the  part 
of  general  Laudohn  to  furrender  with  his  men,  which 
he  refufed  complying  with.  In  confequence  of  which, 
he  was  again  attacked  with  great  fury,  and  the 
auftrians  being  fo  much  fuperior,  at  laft  penetrated 
into  the  redoubts,  which  had  been  defended  in  a  moft 
gallant  manner,  for  near  fix  hours  fucceftively.  Ge¬ 
neral  fouquet,  after  having  made  as  brave  a  defence 
as  was  poffible  in  his  circumftances,  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  two  wounds,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  au¬ 
ftrians  •,  and  victory  declared  for  general  Laudohn. 
The  lofs  on  either  fide  in  this  battle  was  never  exactly 
known  ;  but  it  fell  very  heavy  on  the  pruflians, 
whofe  whole  army,  according  to  the  auftrian  account, 
was  all  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners  ; 
but  this  is  vaftly  exaggerated.  General  Fouquet  was 
at  the  head  of  not  above  1 5,000  men,  when  the  action 
happened,  and  it  was  fuppofed,  that  out  of  this  num¬ 
ber,  not  above  7  or  8000  efcaped.  Laudohn’s  army 
amounted  before  the  battle  to  above  30,000  men  ;  his 
victory  was  quite  complete,  all  the  camp,  artil¬ 
lery,  and  baggage  of  the  pruflians  falling  into  his 
hands. 

No  fooner  was  his  prufiian  majefty  informed  of 
this  unfortunate  affair,  than  he  clearly  faw  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  his  affairs  would  oblige  him  to  march  into 
Silefia.  The  victorious  general  Laudohn,  it  was 
feared,  would  fpeedily  advance  againft  Schweidnitz 
or  Breflau  ;  and  as  his  operations  would,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  be  feconded  by  a  formidable  army  of  ruffians, 
who  were  in  full  march  for  Silefia,  prince  Henry’s 
force  was  infufficient  to  defend  that  province  aaainft 
fuch  numerous  enemies.  Thefe  pircumftance?  had 
fuch  weight  with  his  majefty,  that  he  determined,  if 
poffible,  to  relieve  that  province,  the  favourite  part  of  his 
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dominions.  But  many  difficulties  lay  in  his  way, 
which  rendered  his  march  extremely  hazardous. 
Marfhal  Daun,  when  he  heard  of  Laudohn’s  viftory, 
immediately  forefaw  that  the  king  would  endeavour  to 
march  into  Silelia,  and  took  fuch  meafures  as  he 
thought  were  mod  likely  to  prevent  his  being  able  to 
effedt  it.  He  detached  general  Lafcy  with  a  throng 
corps  to  take  pod  at  Lichtenber  •,  and  didributed  drong 
bodies  of  troops  at  all  the  defiles  in  Lufatia,  which 
lead  into  Silefia  •,  the  fituation  of  his  own  army,  in 
his  drong  camp  at  Reichenberg,  he  knew  would  en¬ 
able  him  to  follow  the  king  very  fpeedily,  in  cafe  his 
majedy  was  to  attempt  the  march  which  he  expected 
he  would  make. 

Count  Daun  was  not  midaken  in  this  fuppofition  ; 
for  the  king  leaving  a  drong  corps  in  his  camp  near 
MeiiTen,  under  general  Hulfen,  began  his  march  into 
Lufatia  the  2d  of  July,  eroding  the  river  Pulfnitz,  at 
the  bridge  at  Cracau,  and  encamping  that  day  on 
the  heights  near  the  town  :  His  majedy  ciefigning 
to  attack  general  Lafcy,  marched  on  the  4th  to  Ko- 
ninfbruck,  in  his  way  to  Lichtenberg  •,  but  Lafcy, 
on  having  notice  of  his  approach,  retired.  The  pruf- 
fian  army  eroded  the  Sprehe,  near  Grofs  Dobzan, 
the  6th  ;  and  from  thence  occupied  the  camp  at 
Doberfchutz,  about  half  a  german  mile  from  Baut¬ 
zen.  .  ... 

It  was  at  this  place,  that  his  majedy  received  advice 

on  the  8th,  that  marfhal  Daun  was  at  Gorlitz,  and 
that  his  army  was  on  the  march  for  Lauban.  T.  hat 
general  had  laid  his  plan  fo  well,  that  he  had  gained 
two  inarches  upon  the  king,  and  poded  himfelf  be¬ 
tween  Silefia  and  the  prudian  army.  His  pruffian 
majedy  diredtly  perceived  how  exceffively  difficult  it 
would  be  for  him  to  force  his  way  through  a  coun¬ 
try,  in  which  every  defile  was  guaided,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  a  fuperior  army,  under  an  able  general. 

Anv  other  man  would  have  been  embarrafied  with 
1  thefe 
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thefe  circum fiances  ;  he  found  he  could  not  relieve 
Silefia  ;  and  to  remain  inadive  in  Lufatia,  would  be 
fatal  to  his  affairs  every  where  ;  add  to  thefe,  it  was 
fo  critical  a  conjuncture,  that  not  a  moment’s  time 
muft  be  loft.  His  majefty’s  genius  extricated  him 
rom  thefe  pi  effing  difficulties,  and  changed  a  mis- 
jortune  at  lea  ft  to  the  probability  of  gaining  an  ad¬ 
vantage.  In  the  morning  of  the  8th,  he°was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Daun  s  march,  and  in  the  evening  he 
determined  to  make  a  forced  march  back  into  Saxony 
and  endeavour  to  poffiefs  himfelf  of  Drefden,  before 
the  marllial  could  arrive  to  fuccour  it.  At  8  o’clock 
tne  tents  of  the  army  were  (truck,  and  it  repalled 

lhr  ,piehe  near  Bautzen>  moving  the  next  day  by 
Bifchoifswerda  to  Harta,  and  arrrived  after  a  molt  ex¬ 
peditious  march,  the  .13th,  at  Grunau  near  Drefden  ; 
encamping  in  two  lines,  one  towards  Pirna,  and  the 
other  towards  Drefden.  General  Macguire,  an  Irifh- 
man,  who  had  raifed  himfelf  from  the  ftation  of  a 
common  lolaier  by  his  bravery,  commanded  in  Dref- 
den.  His  majefty  fent  him  a  fummons  by  one  of  his 
aid  decamps  to  furrender,  which  he  gallantly  refufed 
In  tne  night  between  the  14th  and  15th  the  trenches 
were  opened,  and  the  batteries  being  completed,  be¬ 
gan  to  play  the  18th.  The  next  day  marffial  Daun 
appeared  with  his  army,  which  he  had  ftrengthened 
by  great  detachments,  drawn  from  Bohemia  and  Si- 
leua.  The  prince  of  Holftein,  with  part  of  the 

Pr,U!5n  occllpied  the  pofts  of  Nauendorff  and 
vve'ffie  Hirfcn  m  order  to  block  up  Drefden  on  the 
other  fide  oi  the  Elbe  ;  after  the  approach  of  Daun 
this  corps  was  in  danger  of  being  llirrounded  by  the 
iuperior  numbers  of  the  auftrians  ;  fo  the  kino-  or¬ 
dered  the  prince  to  repafs  the  Elbe. .  IVIarffial  Daun 
having  by  this  means  a  free  communication  with 
Ureiuen,  and  being  come  up  to  encamp  with  his  army 
at  a  place  called  the  Granges,  and  having  alfo  caufed 
two  bridges  of  boats  to  be  built  over  the  Elbe;  the 
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king  of  Prufiia  found  that  there  was  no  further  pro* 
fpeft  of  any  fuccefs  in  the  liege,  and  accordingly  de^ 
termined  to  raife  it  the  21ft.  That  night  marfhal 
Daun  threw  fixtcen  battalions  into  the  town,  which 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  made  a  general  Tally 
on  the  befiegers,  with  defign  to  get  pofTdlion  of 
their  cannon,  but  they  were  driven  back  with  confi- 
derable  lofs.  His  majefty  after  withdrawing  all  his 
artillery  from  the  fiege,  removed  his  head  quarters 
from  G  run  an  to  Leubnitz.  In  this  manner  he  was 
difappointcd  in  his  expectations  of  being  able  to 
make  himfelf  maker  of  Drefden,  before  Daun  came 
came  up  ;  and  general  Macguire  had  a  much  ftronger 
garrifon  than  the  king  of  Prufiia  imagined  :  never- 
thelefs,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  activity  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  genius,  which  always  prompts  him,  when  his 
affairs  wear  but  a  bad  face,  to  try  every  expedient 
pqffble  to  extricate  himfelf  from  fuch  perplexing 

difficulties.  ^  , 

In  the  mean  time  general  Laudohn,  after  gaining 
the  victory  of  Land  flint,  returned  with  great  expedi¬ 
tion  to  refume  the  fiege  ct  Glatz.  1  he  artillery 
was  all  placed  on  the  batteries  in  the  night  of  the 
25th,  and  began  a  very  brifk  fire  the  next  morning  ; 
which  was  defigned  to  cover  an  attack  on  one  of  the 
outworks,  which  was  made  that  morning  :  and  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well,  by  being  vigoroufly  fupported,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  the  garrifon  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
Idie  auftrians  found  a  large  magazine  in  the  place  ; 
and  it  proved  an  acquifition  of  great  importance. 

Laudohn  had  no  fooner  pofieffed  himfelf  of  Glatz, 

than  he  prepared  to  march  againft  Breflau  ;  which 

yielded  him  the  profpeft  of  an  eafy  conqueft  *,  the 

king  of  Prufiia  was  in  Saxony,  and  prince  Henry 

encamped  at  a  great  diftance  rrom  that  city,  waiting 

the  approach  of  the  ruffians  *,  fo  that  he  had  gieat 

reafon  to  expeft  Breflau  would  fall  before  any  iuc- 

cour  could  be  received.  Moved  by  the  fair  appear¬ 
ance 
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ance  of  fuccefs ;  he  pufhed  forward  very  expediti- 
oufly  towards  that  city,  and  arrived  before  it  on 
the  30th  of  July.  Major  general  Javentzien,  the 
pruffian  commandant,  was  feveral  times  fummoned 
to  furrender  but  as  constantly  refilled  it  ;  and 
Laudohn’s  heavy  artillery  not  being  come  up,  he  be¬ 
gan  on  the  fir  ft  of  anguft  a  very  fevere  bombardment, 
which  reduced  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  palace  and  feveral 
other  public  buildings  to  allies,  as  well  as  the  fined 
ilreets  in  the  city. 

Marfhal  SoltikofF,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  ar¬ 
my  of  ruffians,  was  at  this  time  advancing  brifkly, 
as  if  with  intent  to  join  Laudohn.  The  motions  of 
this  general  induced  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Henry, 
who  commanded  an  army  ol  about  40,000  pruffians, 
encamped  at  Gleifien,  to  march  to  Glogau.  The 
27th  of  july  he  broke  up  his  camp,  and  took  the  rout 
to  Strapel,  Reitfcutz,  Pudligar,  and  Linden  *,  on  his 
arrival  at  Glogau,  he  learnt  that  Brefi.au  was  befieged  ; 

O'  ^  o  7 

and  inftantiy  determined  to  make  forced  marches  to 
relieve  it.  The  rapidity  of  his  motions  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  fuch,  as  had  diftinguifhed  the  pruffian  arms. 
On  the  3d  ol  auguft  he  arrived  at  Parchwitz,  from 
whence  an  auftrian  general  with  2000  men  retired  on 
his  approach.  The  next  day,  the  prince’s  vanguard 
arrived  at  Neumark  ♦,  and  he  was  there  informed, 
that  Laudon  had  raifed  the  fiege  of  Breflau,  and  re¬ 
tired  with  great  precipitation  to  Canth.  The  pruffian 
army  moved  the  5th  to  Liffa,  and  the  next  day 
crolfed  the  Elbe  at  Breflau,  having  marched  no  lefs 
than  25  german  miles  in  five  days  :  detachments 
were  fent  out  to  harrafs  general  Laudohn  in  his  re¬ 
treat,  and  fome  hundreds  of  auftrians  were  taken, 
with  a  major  general.  Nothing  but  the  great  expe¬ 
dition  ufed  by  prince  Henry  in  his  march  could  have 
faved  Breflau,  for  the  ruffians  on  the  6th  were  but 
five  miles  from  that  city  ;  the  prudent  life  of  an  im- 
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pcrtant  height  flopped  their  progrefs  ;  and  his  royal 
L.ghnefs  by  his  admirable  motions  was  able  to  oblige 
them  to  retreat  to  a  greater  diftance  from  Breflau, 
and  protedled  that  city  from  the  attack  of  general 
Laudohn,  who  retreated  towards  Schweidnitz. 

While  his  affairs  were  in  this  critical  fituation  in 
Silefia,  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  attentive  to  every 
motion  or  n'.arfiial  Daun,  and  as  his  prefence  was 
much  wanted  in  that  province,  he  determined  to 
take  the  firft  opportunity  of  marching  into  it.  On 
ti.e  30th  of  July  he  decamped,  and  took  the  rout  of 
Meilfen,  without  giving  Daun  any  reafcn  to  fufpedt 
his  defigns.  The  2d  of  auguft  he  arrived  at  Dal- 
witz,  and  the  next  day  took  the  road  to  Silefia;  the 
7th,  his  army  reached  Buntzlau,  having  marched 
no  lefs  than  200  miles  in  five  days  ;  which  expedition 
is  aftoni filing.  Marfhal  Daun  on  the  firft  notice  of  the 
king’s  march,  moved  towards  Silefia,  to  flop  him, 
but  although  he  got  to  Bautzen  the  ift,  yet  he  was 
not  able  to  prevent  his  pruffian  majefty’s  entering  Si¬ 
lefia  before  him  ;  he  took  poftcfticn  of  the  cam°p  of 
Lignitz  the  10th.  This  march  of  the  pruffian 
army,  if  maturely  confidcrtd,  will  appear  very  fur- 
prifing.  All  Lufatia,  through  which  it  lay,  was  in 
the  hands  of  his  enemies  ;  general  Reid  at  the  head 
of  one  army,  and  Lafcy  with  another,  lying  on  each 
fide  of  him  ;  general  Beck  commanded  a  third  in  his 
front ;  and  marfhal  Datin’s  parties  were  continually 
at  his  rear.  So  iurrounded  with  enemies,  his  army, 
encumbered  with  above  2000  waggons,  paffed  the 
Elbe,  the  Spree,  the  Neifs,  the  Queifs,  and  the  Bo¬ 
ber,  without  any  lofs ;  which  may  poffibly  be  reckon¬ 
ed  one  of  the  mod  remarkable  pieces  of  generalfhip 
ever  performed  ;  more  particularly  if  we  confider  that 
Daun,  at  the  head  of  an  army  much  fuperior  in  num¬ 
ber,  had  no  other  employment  befides  preventing  his 
majefty’s  penetrating  into  Silefia. 
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The  king  on  his  arrival  at  Lignitz,  found  that 
the  enemies  troops  occupied  all  the  country  between 
Parchwitz  and  Cofiendau  ;  fo  that  marfhal  Daun 
with  his  army  formed  the  centre,  and  occupied  the 
heights  of  Wahlftadt  and  Hochkirk.  M.  Laudohn 
with  his  army  covered  the  ground  between  Jefch- 
kendorff  and  Cofchitz  :  general  Naukendorf  that  of 
the  heights  of  Parchwitz  *,  and  M.  de  Beck,  who 
formed  the  left,  extended  his  troops  beyond  Coffen- 
dan.  His  majefty  intended  to  have  palled  the  Katz- 
bach,  and  the  Schartzwafier,  but  this  advantageous 
pofition  of  the  enemy  prevented  him  *,  Ire  therefore 
marched  in  the  night  of  the  i  ith  to  turn  them,  and 
to  reach  Javer  :  for  this  purpofe,  the  columns  of  the 
army  was  got  as  far  as  HohendorfF,  from  whence  a 
new  camp  at  Pranfnitz  was  difeovered,  and  his  ma¬ 
jefty  received  advice,  that  it  was  M.  de  Lafcy’s  corps, 
which  was  juft  arrived  from  Lauban  j  the  pruffian 
army  prepared  immediately  to  attack  him  •,  but  M.  de 
Lafcy  made  his  difpofitions  with  fo  much  fkill,  and 
knew  fo  well  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  advantages 
the  ground  gave  him,  that  he  retreated  to  mar- 
fnal  Daun,  without  the  king’s  being  able  to  attack 
him  with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs.  Plis  majefty  find¬ 
ing  that  the  attempt  of  turning  the  enemy  was  im¬ 
practicable  ;  returned  with  his  army  on  the  13th  back 
to  the  camp  at  Lignitz. 

The  king  no  fooner  arrived  there,  than  he  perceived 
how  difadvantageous  it  would  be  to  wait  for  the  ene¬ 
my  in  that  camp.  He  forefaw  that  M.  de  Lafcy 
would  have  advanced  upon  his  right,  that  marfhal 
Daun,  would  have  probably  attacked  his  front,  and 
M.  de  Laudohn  have  fallen  upon  his  left,  pofifeffing 
himfelf  at  the  fame  time  of  the  heights  of  Plaffen- 
dorff.  Thefe  confiderations  induced  his  majefty  on 
the  14th,  to  take  pofteftion  of  thofe  heights,  draw¬ 
ing  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  upon, them.  This 
motion  changed  the  feene  of  operation,  and  difeon- 
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ra  ted  the  difpofitions  of  the  auftrian  generals.  Scarce 
had  the  pruffians  taken  this  new  pofmon,  when  they 
were  informed,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
that  M.  Laudohn  was  in  full  march  towards  them. 
Whereupon  the  pruffian  army  feparated  into  two 
bodies  ;  the  right  remained  upon  the  ground  where 
it  had  been  formed,  to  obferve  Daun.  Sixteen  bat¬ 
talions  and  thirty  fquadrons  turned  about,  in  order  to 
fall  upon  the  corps  under  Laudohn. 

According  to  the  plan  on  which  that  general  acted, 
he  was  to  advance  by  tnofe  heights,  where  the  pruffian 
army  was  drawn  up  *,  and  he  expected  only  to  meet 
with  fome  weak  detachments  there.  About  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  his  advanced  parties  attacked 
thole  ot  the  pruffians,  and  made  them  give  way,  and 
Laudcn  to  pufh  this  fuccefs,  hardened  the  .movement 
of  his  main  body,  thinking  to  get  poffeffion  of  the 
heights  without  oppofnion.  Whilft  he  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  do  this,  day-light  came  on  ;  and  to  his 
great  aftoni  foment  difcovered  the  pruffian  army 
drawn  up  in  excellent  order.  I  his  was  an  unexpected 
ftroke,  but  it  was  then  too  late  to  retreat;  therefore 
he  prepared  in  the  belt  manner  he  could  for  action. 
The  battlelafled  but  two  hours;  Laudohn  was  obliged 
to  retire  before  the  fuperior  abilities  of  the  pruffian 
monarch  ;  and  yielded  him  a  complete  victory.  The 
lofs  of  the  conquerors  was  very  inconfiderable  ;  but 
that  of  the  auftrians  amounted  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prifoners  to  upwards  of  10,000  men.  Two  ge¬ 
nerals,  and  more  than  eighty  officers  were  arnongft 
the  latter.  Eighty  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twenty 
three  pair  of  colours  were  taken  *. 

This  victory,  for  which  his  pruffian  majefty  was  fo 
much  indebted  to  his  own  genius,  in  a  great  meafure 
changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  Silefia.  Lor  although 
lie  was  not  able  to  oblige  the  auftrians  and  ruffians 
to  evacuate  that  province,  yet  he  defeated  their  par¬ 
ticular 
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tkular  defigns  againft  Breflau  and  Schweidnitz,  and 
prevented  the  generals  Soitikoflf  and  Laudohn  from 
joining  their  forces.  The  king  won  the  battle  of 
Merfchwitz  with  much  fuch  a  ftratagem  as  prince 
Ferdinand  ufed  fo  fuccefsfully  at  Minden.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  adion,  his  majefty  marched  to  Parch- 
witz,  and  from  thence  to  Neumark,  by  which  means 
he  opened  a  communication  with  prince  Henry,  and 
effectually  covered  Breflau.  Daun  ieemed  for  fome 
days  to  have  a  defign  of  befieging  Schweidnitz,  but 
the  king  by  a  mafterly  movement  towards  that  town 
prevented  him  from  executing  it. 

It  is  now  time  to  give  an  account  of  the  operations 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  which  aCted 
againft  the  french,  commanded  by  marfhal  Broglio  : 
the  actions  performed  by  either  of  thefe  armies  for 
fome  months  were  of  but  little  importance  ;  nor  can 
this  be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider,  that  the  only 
object  of  duke  kerdinand’s  operations  was  to  prevent 
the  french  from  poffeffing  themfelves  of  the  electorate 
of  Hanover  *,  and  as  his  ferene  highnefs  was  at  the 
head  of  a  very  fine  army,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that 
the  french  general  would  be  able  to  force  him  to  a* 
battle,  under  difadvantageous  circumftances.  It  was 
the  middle  of  may  before  the  allies  were  out  of  their 
cantonments,  nor  were  the  french  earlier  in  the  field  • 
duke  Ferdinand’s  troops  were  encamped  the  end  of 
that  month  at  Fritzlar,  where  the  head  quarters  were 
eftablifhed.  The  generals  Inhoff  and  Gilfoe  com¬ 
manding  each  a  feparate  corps,  the  firft  at  Kirchay- 
non  on  the  Ohme,  and  the  latter  upon  the  Fulda  near 
Hirfchfield.  The  head  quarters  of  the  french  army 
had  been  fixed  during  the  winter  at  Franckfort ;  but 
about  this  time  their  detachments  advanced  towards 
Gieffen  and  Marpourg.  The  count  de  St.  Germain 
commanded  a  ftrcng  corps  of  french  on  the  Rhine, 
near  Keyferfwert,  and  general  Sporken  at  the  head  of 
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a  body  of  Hanoverians  was  oppofed  to  him,  encamp- 


Duke  Ferdinand  opened  the  campaign  with  fome 
iuccefsful  attempts  to  ftreighten  the  quarters  of  the 
trench.  Towards  the  end  of  may  he  drove  them 
from  Butzbach,  and  feized  their  magazines  in  that 
town  ;  and  detatched  the  hereditary  prince  with  near 
20,000  men  into  the  county  of  Fulda,  which  corps 
cleared  that  country  of  the  enemy’s  troops.  In  op- 
pofition  to  thefe  motions  malhal  Broglio  determined 
to  advance  ;  and  accordingly  having  called  in  his  de¬ 
tachments,  he  encamped  the  28th  of  june  at  Neu- 
ftadt ;  and  laid  liege  to  Marpourg  and  Dillenburg  ; 
the  former  ftlrrendered  the  30th  of  june,  and  the 
latter  the  16th  of  july.  > 

The  french  army  was  fo  much  fuperiorin  numbers 
to  that  of  duke  Ferdinand,  that  his  ferene  highnefs 
was  unable  to  prevent  their  advancing;  the  8th  of 
july,  marfhal  Broglio  quitted  his  camp  at  Neuftadt, 
and  marched  towards  Franckenbere,  and  a  Arons: 
corps  at  the  fame  rime,  under  M.  de  St.  Germain, 
advanced  towards  Brillon  and  Corbach,  Duke  Fer¬ 
dinand,  who  had  been  encamped  near  Treyfa,  alfo 
marched  his  army  the  9th,  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wildungen,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
penetrating  further  by  their  new  motions.  His  ad¬ 
vanced  corps  under  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunf- 
wick,  was  lent  forwards  as  far  as  Saxenhaufen,  after 
having  been  reinforced  with  fome  battalions  and 
fome  fquadrons,  under  major  general  Griffin.  The 
allied  army  refumed  its  march  early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  hereditary  prince  at  the  fame  time  ad¬ 
vanced  from  Saxenhaufen  towards  Corbach,  where  he 
found  the  french  army  already  formed  *,  but  judg¬ 
ing  them  not  to  be  very  numerous,  and  their  whole 
force  againfl:  him  not  to  exceed  10,000  foot,  and 
17  lquadrons,  he  formed  a  defign  of  driving  that 
corps,  which  was  commanded  by  the  french  general 
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M.  Waldner,  back  ;  and  thus  an  engagement  was 
brought  on,  which  became  extremely  hot  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  french  being  continu¬ 
ally  reinforced  with  frefh  troops,  and  having  the  fu- 
periority  of  numbers,  and  a  large  artillery,  the  prince 
found  it  impoflible  to  diilodge  them  from  their  poft; 
and  as  there  was  no  neceffity  of  maintaining  that 
which  he  himfelf  occupied  (the  main  army  being  ar¬ 
rived  at  Saxenhaufen)  and  it  not  being  practicable 
for  them  to  come  up  in  time  to  fuftain  the  hereditary 
prince  in  his  poft,  orders  were  lent  him  by  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  to  rejoin  the  army,  part  of  which  was  then 
formed.  Accordingly  he  made  his  difpolitions  for  a 
retreat,  which  was  attended  with  fome  confufion 
among  fome  of  the  belt  battalions  and  fquadrons. 
The  french  obferving  this,  preffed  very  brifldy  upon 
the  allied  troops,  both  with  their  artillery  and  a  large 
body  of  cavalry.  The  confequences  of  this  might 
have  been  very  bad,  had  it  not  been  for  the  great 
bravery  of  the  hereditary  prince,  who  putting  him¬ 
felf  at  the  head  of  one  of  Bland’s  fquadrons,  and 
Howard’s  regiment  of  dragoons,  charged  the  french 
io  furioully  as  to  enable  the  infantry  to  make  a  fafe 
retreat.  Fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  however  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors  ;  twenty  by  the  french 
account,  who  alfoaffert,  that  the  allies  lolf  3000  men, 
dead  on  the  fpot,  befides  800  wounded  or  prifoners  ; 
whereas  the  whole  of  the  lofs  is  calculated  by  the 
London  Gazette,  at  about  500  men,  moft  probably 
both  thefe  accounts  were  falfe.  General  count  Kil- 
manfegge,  major  general  Griffin,  the  two  britiffi  bat¬ 
talions  of  Brudenel  and  Carr  ;  particularly  one  fqua- 
dron  of  Bland’s,  commanded  by  major  Mill,  and 
Howard’s  regiment  of  dragoons,  all  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  remarkably ;  and  the  troops  in  general 
fn e wed  great  good  will  and  alacrity.  The  hereditary 
prince  was  wounded  in  the  fhoulder,  but  not  dano-er- 
oufly.  The  fuccefs  of  the  french  in  this  abtion  °vas 
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of  very  little  confequence  to  them,  in  any  other  re- 
fpeft  than  that  of  raifing  the  ipirit  of  their  troops, 
who  regarded  this  good  beginning  as  an  omen  of 
future  fuccefs. 

Never  was  the  bravery  of  any  general  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  that  of  the  hereditary  prince  in  this 
affair  :  his  well  judged  and  defperate  attack  on  the 
french  troops,  covered  fo  effectually  the  retreat  of  his 
infantry,  that  the  enemy  themfeives  could  not  but 
admire  the  ftroke  which  hopped  their  career.  His 
highnefs  loon  after  had  an  opportunity  of  revenging 
this  defeat. 

Marfhal  Broglio  having  formed  the  defign  of  pof- 
feffing  himfclf  of  Ziegenhayn,  detached  a  corps  for 
that  purpofe  under  major  general  Glanbitz,  confid¬ 
ing  of  fix  battalions,  and  the  regiment  of  Berchini. 
Duke  Ferdinand,  on  receiving  advice  of  this  mo¬ 
tion,  detached  the  hereditary  prince  from  the  army 
at  Saxenhaufen,  the  14th  at  night,  for  Fritzlar,  at 
the  head  of  fix  battalions ;  in  his  way  he  was  joined 
by  general  Luckner,  with  h  is  regiment  of  di  ancons, 
and  Elliot’s  light  horfe,  which  was  juft  arrived  from 
England.  M.  de  Glaubitz  was  encamped  at  Erx- 
dorff ;  in  perfect  fecurity,  and  had  negledted  to  place 
the  proper  advanced  polls  to  prevent  a  furprife.  The 
prince  having  advanced  pretty  near  the  enemy,  re¬ 
connoitred  ;  and  then  made  a  detour  of  near  two 
leagues,  with  part  of  his  force,  in  order  to  gain 
the  left  flank  of  the  french,  who  thinking  themfeives 
very  fecure,  were  furprifed  in  their  camp.  Their 
artillery,  baggage,  and  tents  being  foon  taken,  they 
retired  by  Langenltein.  His  ferene  highnefs  putting 
hirnfelf  at  the  head  of  Elliot’s  light  dragoons,  and 
fome  other  cavalry,  purfued  the  enemy,  and  over¬ 
taking  them  on  their  march  in  a  plain,  he  charged 
and  broke  through  them  four  or  five  different  times, 
and  feparating  500  men  from  the  body,  obliged 
them  to  lav  down  their  arms  ;  and  furrounding  M. 
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Glaubitz  at  the  head  of  the  remainder  of  his 
corps,  he  fummoned  him  to  furrender,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly  complied  with.  Berchini  s  regiment  was 
likewife  either  entirely  taken  or  cut  to  pieces,  by 
Luckner’s  huffars.  Major  general  Glaubitz  and  the 
prince  of  Anhalt,  a  brigadier,  were  amongft  the 
prifoners.  Nine  pair  of  colours  (almoft  all  taken  by 
Elliot’s  regiment)  five  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  haut- 
bitzer,  were  taken;  the  prifoners  amounted  to  177 
officers,  and  2482  private  men.  The  lofs  of  the 
allies  was  inconfiderable,  not  amounting  to  above  200 


men  killed  and  wounded. 

This  advantage  was  not  attended  with  any  great 
confequences,  except  juft  the  lois  ot  men,  to  the 
french  ;  and  what  was  worfe,  the  lofs  ot  reputation, 
particularly  as  M.  Glaubitz  was  iurprifed  in  fuch  a 
fcandalous  manner.  It  had  one  eftedt  in  common  with 
many  other  enterprifes  ot  the  hereditary  prince,  to  dif- 
play  ftill  clearer  every  day  his  great  abilities  in  the  art 
of  war.  Elliot’s  regiment  of  light  horfe,  which  was 
but  juft  raifed,  diftinguiffied  themlelves  extremely  ; 
and  the  infantry  ffiewed  throughout  great  courage 
and  good  will  to  march  on  and  engage,  though 
harraffed  and  almoft  exhaufted  by  the  fatigues  of 
their  march.  Major  Erfkine  in  particular,  who  com¬ 
manded  Elliot’s  greatly  diftinguiffied  himfelf*. 

This  adlion  was  not  of  confequence  enough  to 
prevent  the  french  from  advancing:  Duke  Ferdinand 
was  yet  obliged  to  retreat ;  he  bent  his  march  towards 
Caflfel,  and  leaving  a  garrifon  in  that  town,  retreated 
towards  Warbourg.  Marlhal  Broglio  formed  a  de- 
fign  of  cutting  off  his  communication  with  Weft- 
phalia  :  to  compafs  this  end,  he  detached  the  cheva¬ 
lier  de  Muy,  at  the  head  of  the  referve  of  the  french 
army,  amounting  to  about  35,000  men,  to  crofs  the 
river  Dymel,  and  extend  himfeli  down  the  fide  of 
it ;  while  the  marfhal  himfelf  advanced  with  the  main 
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army  towards  duke  Ferdinand’s  camp  at  Kalle,  in 
the  mid  way,  between  Caffel  and  Warboura  .  and 
on  the  30th  his  ferene  highnefs  pafied  the  Dymel 
with  his  army,  between  Liebenaw  and  Dringelbourm 
The  hereditary  prince  had  pa  (Ted  that  river  the  d°y 
before,  and  took  port  between  Liebenaw  and  Cor- 
beke,  at  the  head  of  24  battalions  and  22  fquadrons  ; 
and  he  immediately  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  m! 
de  Muy  ;  after  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  here¬ 
ditary  prince,  aflifted  by  general  Sporke,  fhould  turn 
kit  of  the  french,  while  duke  Ferdinand  ad¬ 
vanced  with  his  army  upon  their  front ;  which  was 
done  with  all  poflible  fuccefs,  the  french  being  at¬ 
tacked  almoft  in  the  fame  inftant  by  M.  Sporcke, 
and  the  hereditary  prince,  in  flank  and  in  rear.  The 
army  marched  with  the  greatefl  diligence  to  make 
the  attack  in  front ;  but  the  infantry  could  r.ot  get 
up  in  time;  general  Wal degrave,  at  the  head  of  the 
britifh  prefled  their  march  as  much  as  poflible  :  no 
troops  ever  flic  wed  greater  eagernefs  to  engage  ;  many 
of  tire  men,  fiom  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  over- 
if raining  themfelves  to  get  on,  through  morafly  and 
very  difficult  ground,  fuddenly  dropped  down  on  their 
march.  1  he  duke  obferving  that  the  infantry  would 
be  too  late,  gave  orders  for  lord  Granby  to  advance, 
with  the  cavalry  of  the  right ;  general  Moyflon  com¬ 
manded  under  him,  and  although  the  dillance  from 
the  enemy  was  five  miles,  yet  they  made  fo  much  ex¬ 
pedition  in  bringing  it  up,  on  a  fuj!  trot,  as  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  fharing  in  the  glory  of  the  day. 

I  he  french  cavalry,  though  very  numerous,  retreated 
as  foon  as  that  of  the  allies  advanced  to  charge  them, 
excepting  only  three  fquadrons,  that  kept  their 
ground  with  fome  firmnefs,  but  were  foon  broke. 

A  part  of  the  englifh  cavalry  then  fell  upon  the  ene¬ 
my’s  infantry,  which  buffered  extremely,  particularly 
a  regiment  of  fwifs.  Thefe  atttacks  were  feconded 
in  a  furprifing  manner  by  the  englifh  artillery,  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  by  captain  Philips,  who  brought  it  up  on 
a  gallop.  His  ferene  highnefs,  feeing  the  french  be¬ 
gin  to  give  way,  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made  on 
the  town  of  Warbourg  ;  on  which  they  retired  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  about  1500  men 
dead  upon  the  field  of  battle,  together  with  ten 
pieces  of  cannon,  fome  colours,  and  about  1500 
prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  allies  v/as  very 
moderate,  it  fell  chiefly  on  the  brave  battalion  of  Max¬ 
well’s  englifh  grenadiers,  which  did  wonders.  Lord 
Grandby  greatly  diftinguiflied  himfelf. 

The  confequences  of  this  battle  were  not  fo  great 
as  might  have  been  expected  ;  duke  Ferdinand  was 
ftill  obliged  to  retreat  :  nor  could  he  prevent  the 
french  from  entering  the  electorate,  and  making 
themfelves  matters  of  Gottingen  and  Munden.  An 
univerfal  conflernation  once  more  feized  the  unhappy 
inhabitants  of  that  exhaufted  country  ;  every  thing 
depended  on  the  abilities  of  duke  Ferdinand  :  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a  fine  army  ;  but  that  of  the 
french  was  much  the  molt  numerous.  Marfhal  Brog- 
lio  advanced  his  detachments  for  fome  days  •,  but  by 
the  good  conduct  of  his  ferene  highnefs,  lie  was  not 
able  to  pufli  on  with  the  main  of  the  french  army  ; 
fo  the  electorate  was  faved  by  his  excellent  manage¬ 
ment.  Marches,  countermarches,  and  the  making 
choice  of  polls  proper  for  covering  a  country  againfl 
a  greatly  fuperior  army,  perhaps  require  greater  abi¬ 
lities  than  many  battles  ;  but  the  generality  of  the 
world  feldom  underftand  the  one  fo  perfectly  as  the 
other,  as  they  are  of  lefs  eclat,  though  not  lefs  im¬ 
portance.  I  fhall  here  leave  the  operations  of  thefe 
armies,  for  the  prefent,  and  take  a  view  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  affairs  in  other  quarters,  of  no  lefs  confequence 
than  thofe  of  which  I  have  been  treating. 
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Campaign  in  North  America .  Expedition  under  general 
Amherft  againjl  Montreal.  Army  embarks  at  Ofwego . 
IJle  Roy  ale  furrenders .  Troops  land  at  Montreal  Ge¬ 

neral  Murray  arrives  there  from  ffuebec,  and  colonel 
Haviland  from  Jfle  aux  Noix.  Montreal  capitulates . 
Canada  conquered.  Affairs  in  Germany.  French  fur - 
prifed  at  Zierenberg.  Battle  of  Campen.  Armies  go 
into  winter  quarters.  Remarks  on  the  campaign . 
Conclujion  of  the  campaign  between  the  pruffians  and 
aujlrians ,  13 c.  Afiio'n  at  Strehla.  Motions  of  the 

ruffians.  Lay  fiege  to  Colberg.  Raifed  by  general 

Werner.  The  fwedes  driven  back.  Berlin  furrenders 

to  the  ruffians.  Plundered.  Their  inhuman  ravages. 
King  of  Pruffa  marches  into  Saxony .  Battle  of  T organ. 
Saxony  recovered.  Silcfia  evacuated  by  the  aujlrians. 
Ruffians  retire  into  Poland.  Remarks  on  the  campaign. 
Affairs  in  England.  Great  preparations  at  Portfmoutb. 
d he  expedition  fleet  countermanded.  Death  of  his  ma- 
jefty  king  George  the  fee  on  d.  Acceffon  of  his  prefent 
majefly  king  George  the  third.  King's  fpeech .  Re¬ 
flections. 


NOTHING  but  the  unbounded  trade  of  Great 


Britain  could  have  enabled  the  nation  to  main¬ 


tain  fo  expen  five  a  war.  The  parliament  had  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  voted  upwards  of  fifteen  mil¬ 
lions*  fterling  for  the  public  expence.  Enormous  as 
thefe  grants  were,  none  but  the  difeontented  repined 
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at  the  credit  of  the  government;  for  it  was  found* 
that  the  money  granted  by  parliament  was  applied  to 
thofe  iervices  for  which  it  was  defigned  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  the  abilities  of  the  minifters  were  fuch, 
that  the  war  was  every  where  fuccefsful,  and  the 
llrength  of  the  nation  bent  againft  the  moft  national 
objects,  and  employed  in  the  molt  advantageous 
manner. 

The  britilh  arms  had  been  particularly  victorious 
the  laft  campaign  in  north  America  ;  but  fill  the 
French  were  not  entirely  conquered.  Montreal,  Trois 
Rivieres,  and  feveral  other  fortreffes  remained  yet 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  but  general  A  inherit, 
his  majefty’s  commander  in  chief  in  that  country,  had 
made  the  neceffary  preparations  in  the  winter,  and 
fpring  of  the  year,  for  opening  the  campaign  with 
vigour.  His  excellency  repaired  to  Ofwego  the  qth 
of  July  ;  which  place  was  the  rendezvous  of  his  army, 
as  the  plan  of  their  operations  was  to  fall  down 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  attack  Montreal.  It 
was  the  beginning  of  auguft  before  all  the  troops 
were  arrived,  but  on  the  ioth,  all  the  army  embark¬ 
ed  ;  the  rear  and  the  provincials  were  under  the 
command  of  brigadier  general  Gage.  About  60 
miles  from  the  lake  Ontario,  down  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  is  fituated  the  ifle  Royale,  whereon  was  built 
a  ftrong  fort :  It  was  neceffary  to  be  mailer  of  this 
Hand,  before  the  troops  could  proceed  on  their 
voyage accordingly  general  Amherft  attacked  the 
lortrefs  in  a  refolute  manner,  with  his  veffels,  and 
batteries  on  Ihore,  fo  that  he  got  pofleffion  of’ it  by 
capitulation,  the  23d  of  auguft,  two  days  after  the 
firft  firing  of  his  batteries.  } 

At  this  place  Mr.  Amherft  waited  no  longer  than 
was  neceffary  to  repair  the  fort ;  on  the  31ft0 he  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  voyage  ;  the  difficulty  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion  occafioned  his  lofing,  on  the  4th  of  feptember, 
29  batteaus  of  men,  and  17  of  artillery  and  flores’ 
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befides  1 7  whale  boats,  and  one  row  galley  flaved,  $4 
men  by  this  unhappy  accident  were  loft.  The  army 
landed  on  the  illand  of  Montreal  in  good  order  the 
6th,  and  without  oppofition  •,  and  the  next  day,  ge¬ 
neral  Murray  arrived  with  part  of  the  garrifon  of 
Quebec,  and  a  naval  force  under  captain  Deane  ;  and 
with  fuch  extraordinary  forefight  and  judgement  had 
general  Amherft  planned  this  expedition,  that  colo¬ 
nel  Haviland,  who  commanded  a  third  CGrps  (that 
was  in  poffeffion  of  the  ifle  aux  Moix,  in  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,)  reached  Montreal  the  next  day.  Hiftory  can 
hardly  produce  a  more  ftriking  inftance  of  excellent 
military  condudt  in  three  feparate  expeditions  againft 
one  place,  by  different  routs,  without  any  communica¬ 
tion  with  each  other,  and  through  fuch  a  dangerous' 
and  difficult  country,  meeting  almoft  at  the  fame 
time  at  thedeftined  rendezvous. 

Before  general  Amherft  could  raife  a  fingle  battery, 
the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil  offered  to  capitulate  ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  10th,  the  articles  of  capitula¬ 
tion  *,  not  only  for  Montreal,  but  the  whole  pro¬ 
vince  of  Canada,  were  drawn  up  and  figned  :  that 
immenfe  country  was  furrendered  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  britifh  troops  took  immediate  poffef- 
fton  of  all  the  fortreffes  in  it,  the  french  garrifons  of 
which,  were  bound  not  to  ferve  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  war ;  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  were  guarantied  to  them.  The  30th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  capitulation  contains  perhaps  the  moft 
infolent  demand,  ever  made  on  fuch  an  occafion  : 
cc  If  by  treaty  of  peace  Canada  Ihould  remain  in  the 
<c  the  power  of  his  britannick  majefty,  his  moft  chri- 
4C  ftian  majefty  fhall  continue  to  name  the  bifhop 
tc  of  the  colony,  who  fhall  always  be  of  the  roman 
4C  communion,  and  under  whole  authority  the  peo- 
4C  pie  fhall  exercife  the  roman  religion.35  This  im¬ 
pudent  demand  was  refufed  by  Mr.  Amherft  with  the 

indignation  it  deferved. 
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In  this  glorious  and  decifive  manner  was  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  north  America  concluded;  that  country  in 
which  the  enemy  had  been  fo  extremely  formidable  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  to  baffle  all  the  attempts 
of  a  nation  fo  much  fuperior  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  was  now  completely  conquered.  The  unpa- 
fallel’d  fuccefs,  which  had  here  fo  conftantly  attended 
the  britifli  arms,  during  the  two  laft  campaigns,  en¬ 
tirely  wiped  out  the  memory  of  thole  repeated  de¬ 
feats,  aild  difgraces  that  we  fuffered  in  the  beginning 
of  the  conteft.  Nor  could  the  confequences  of  our 
victories  be  fo  great  and  advantageous  in  any  other 
part  of  the  globe  as  this.  1  have  already  explained 
the  infinite  inconveniences  which  our  colonies  fu Rain¬ 
ed  from  this  country’s  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
french  ;  but  by  its  conqueft  they  were  fecured  ;  and 
the  britifh  dominion  and  trade  extended  over  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive,  and  perhaps  the  fineft  countries 
in  the  univerfe. 

The  campaign  in  Germany  between  the  allied  and 
french  armies,  was  not  concluded  with  any  great  eclat. 
But  there  happened  fome  aCtions,  which  though  of 
no  great  importance,  yet  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 
The  beginning  of  feptember,  marfhal  Broglio  detach¬ 
ed  20,000  men  to  make  a  grand  forage  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Geifmar;  but  prince  Ferdinand  having 
received  previous  intelligence  of  their  defign,  marched 
in  perfon,  with  a  corps  of  troops  to  oppofe  them  ; 
and  though  his  lerene  highnefs  was  much  inferior  in 
numbers  to  the  french,  yet  he  took  his  precautions 
fo  well,  by  occupying  fome  advantageous  heights, 
and  placing  artillery  on  them,  that  he  rendered  the 
enemy’s  attempt  totally  ineffectual,  notwithstanding 
a  large  part  of  their  army  was  in  motion  to  cover 
their  foragers.  The  very  fame  day,  the  hereditary 
prince,  who  had  behaved  with  fo  much  gallantry  in 
feveral  actions,  which  I  have  already  related,  being 
informed  that  a  body  of  1200  horfe,  and  as  many 
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foot  of  the  french  troops,  were  cantoned  at  Ziertfn* 
berg,  and  being  very  near  their  grand  army,  thought 
themfelves  in  perfeft  fecurity  ;  he  formed  a  defio-rf 
to  furprife  them.  Accordingly,  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  gave  orders  for  fix  battalions  and  ei<fft 
fquadrons,  to  take  different  roads,  and  poft  them¬ 
felves  at  the  avenues  to  the  town,  which  being  per¬ 
formed  in  great  order,  it  was  completely  furrounded 
before  the  enemy  had  the  lead  intimation  of  their 
danger.  Part  of  the  grenadiers  marching  in  profound 
filence  towards  one  of  the  gates,  were  difcovered  by 
their  trampling  over  the  gardens,  and  fired  upon  by 
the  garrifon  ;  whereupon,  they  ruffed  on,  puffed 
the  piquets,  and  having  killed  the  guard  at  the  gate, 
poured  into  the  town,  and  drove  every  thing  before 
them,  at  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Never 
was  a  more  complete  furprife.  The  expedition  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  carrying  off  M.  de  Norman,  briga¬ 
dier,  who  commanded  the  volunteers  of  Dauphine, 
and  M.  de  Comeiras,  colonel  of  thofe  of  Clermont, 
with  about  40  more  officers,  and  400  private  men  y 
the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  was  alfo  very 
confiderable,  from  an  ill  judged  refiftance  of  thofe 
that  were  in  the  houles  ;  the  party  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire  with  thefe  advantages  when  day  came  on,  as 
they  might  have  been  cut  off  by  the  french  at 
Warbourg. 

Prince  Ferdinand  to  finiff  the  campaign  as  advan- 
tageoufiy  as  poflible,  by  extending  his  quarters  in 
the  winter,  and  opening  a  communication  with  fuch 
countries  on  the  lower  Rhine,  as  might  ferve  to  fur- 
niff  his  army  with  forage,  &c.  and  poffibly  to  com- 
pafs  another  end,  which  will  be  explained  hereafter, 
detached  the  hereditary  prince  towards  the  end  of 
feptember,  into  the  duchy  of  Cleves,  to  clear  that 
and  the  neighbouring  countries  of  the  french  troops, 
and  to  bcfiege  Wefel.  The  29th,  part  of  his  ferene 
highnefs’s  corps  pa ficd  the  Rhine  at  Roeroort,  and 
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jfeourcd  the  country  to  llhynberg  and  Wefel  •,  and 
other  detachments  took  pofleflion  of  Rees  and  Em¬ 
merich.  The  30th,  the  hereditary  prince  himfelf 
came  before  Wefel,  and  by  the  3d  of  oftober,  it 
was  completely  inverted  •,  the  lame  day  Gleves  fur- 
rendered  to  another  of  his  detachments,  the  garrifon 
of  500  men  being  made  prifoners  of  war. 

His  ferene  highnefs  pufhed  on  the  rtege  of  Wefel 
with  as  much  brilknefs  as  poffible  •,  marfhal  Broglio 
thought  it  an  objeft  of  fuch  importance,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  raife  the  rtege  •,  for  this  end,  he  detached  M. 
de  Caftries,  with  a  ftrong  corps  towards  the  lower 
Rhine,  which,  when  it  had  joined  the  draggling  de¬ 
tachments  in  the  country,  amounted  to  30  batta¬ 
lions,  and  38  fquadrons  :  by  forced  marches  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Rhynberg  the  14th.  The  hereditary  prince 
had  a  party  at  that  place,  who  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire,  on  being  attacked  by  the  french,  although  the 
prince  himfelf  was  at  their  head  ;  the  enemy  advanced 
and  encamped  behind  the  convent  of  Campen  :  his  ie- 
rene  highnefs  formed  the  defign  of  furprifing  M. 
de  Caftries  in  the  night  :  accordingly  he  began  his 
march  at  ten  o’clock,  but  before  he  could  reach 
the  french  camp,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  overpower 
that  corps  that  occupied  the  convent,  about  half  a 
league  in  the  front  of  it *,  in  this  attack  the  firing 
alarmed  M.  de  Caftries,  who  immediately  put  his 
troops  haftily  under  arms.  He  was  however  attacked 
and  drove  back  twice.  A  mod  terrible  and  well 
fupported  fire  of  mufketry  enfued  ;  which  lafted  from 
five  in  the  morning  ’till  about  nine  at  night,  without 
ceafing.  At  length  his  ferene  highnefs  feeing,  that  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  perfift  in  the  attempt  of 
driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  wood,  of  which  they 
had  poftefied  themfeives,  and  his  infantry  havihg 
fpent  all  their  ammunition,  ordered  a  retreat  •,  which 
was  executed  without  a  brifk  purfuit  from  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  of  the  allies  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
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S[rl?nerS:  amPL1‘?ted  t0  near  ?5° 0  men.  The  here- 

/  \  Pnnce  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  re- 

ceiveu  a  flight  hurt  by  the  fame  fhot  in  his  lee. 
■Lieut,  colonel  Pitt,  and  lord  Downe  were  wounded 
and  pnfoners.  Lieut,  genera]  Waldegrave,  major 
general  Griffin,  lord  George  Lenox-,  and  feveral  other 
officers  diftinguilhed  themfelves  greatly.  Major  ge¬ 
neral  Elliot,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  diftindfon 
were  wounded.  M.  de  Segur,  lieut.  general,  M.  de 
v\  angen,  brigadier  general,  with  many  officers,  and 
ome  uinueds  of  private  men  of  the,  enemy  were 
rnaue  P'ifoners  ;  and  their  lofs  on  the  whole  was 
reckoned  mote  confiderable  than  that  of  the  allies.' 
4  his  aGLion  happened  on  the  15th. 

His  ferene  highnefs  was  obliged  in  confequence  of 
this  action  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Wefel,  and  on  the  23d 
ae  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Brugzen,  at  which  place 
.  remained  encamped  fometime,  watching  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  M.  de  Caffries;  but  nothing  material  hap¬ 
pened  between  them.  Duke  Ferdinand  attempted  to 
rimin  the  campaign  with  the  poffeffion  of  Gottino-em 
the  only  place  in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  that  was 
m  the  hands  of  the  french  ;  but  after  fome  unfuccefs- 
jui  fkirmifhes,  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops 
irons  before  it ;  and  the  heavy  rains  having  made  the 
roads  extremely  bad,  he  diftributed  his  men  into  win¬ 
ter  quarters.  His  own  head  quarters  he  eltabliffied 
at  Limbec,  lord  Granby’s  were  fixed  at  Paderborn, 
and  the  hereditary  prince’s  at  Munfter,  the  troops  oc- 
cupving  all  the  adjacent  country.  The  french  went 
into  quarters  of  cantonment  about  the  fame  time  as 
tut.  allies  ;  marfhal  Broglio's  head  quarters  were  at 
Cuffi  1,  and  his  army  was  diflributed  towards  the  up- 
lK'r  IGiine.  M.  de  Caflrie’s  corps  was  cantoned  on  the 
lower  Rhine  from  Cleves  to  Cologne.  Although  this 
campaign  between  the  french  and  allies  did  not  end 
with  the  fame  eclat  as  that  of  1759;  yet  duke  Fer¬ 
dinand  with  a  force  much  inferior  to  that  of  his  ene¬ 
my, 
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niy,  was  enabled  by  his  great  generalfhip  to  keep  the 
french  out  of  the  electorate,  the  mod  materia!  aim  he 
had  in  view.  Otherwife  indeed,  the  campaign  was 
rather  unfortunate,  as  marfbal  Broglio,  from  the 
time  he  took  the  field  to  his  going  into  winter  quai- 
ters,  kept  con  Handy  advancing  ;  and  there  were  Se¬ 
veral  unfuccefsful  fkirmifhes  during  the  courfe  ot  it : 

•  but  when  we  confider,  that  the  great  end  of  the  war 
was  anfwered,  the  preventing  the  french  from  poff 
felling  themfelves  of  Hanover,  and  confequently  of 
attacking  the  king  of  Prufila,  and  alfo  the  great  fu- 
periority  of  the  enemy,  we  may  juftly  pronounce  it 
fuccefsful. 

In  my  laft  chapter,  I  left  the  king  of  Pruffia,  after 
the  battle  of  Merfchwitz,  covering  Silefia  againft  the 
auftrian  army,  under  marfhal  Daun.  Plis  majefty 
having  left  a  llrong  corps  in  Saxony,  under  general 
Hulfen,  the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts,  who  commanded 
the  army  of  the  empire  in  Saxony,  formed  a  defign 
of  falling  on  him,  in  the  abfence  of  the  pruffian  grand 
army.  For  this  end,  he  collected  forne  aultrian  de¬ 
tachments  together,  and  joining  them  to  his  own  army, 
endeavoured  to  cut  off  Hulfen’s  communication  with 
Torgau,  who  was  polled  at  Meiffen.  The  pruffian 
general  penetrating  into  this  defign,  marched  on  the 
17th  of  auguft  to  Strehla  •,  and  on  the  20th  was 
attacked  by  the  combined  army,  which  contained 
more  than  double  the  number  of  his  men :  by  the 
good  conduCt  of  Hulfen,  and  the  bravery  of  his 
men,  the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts  was  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  3000  men  killed,  wounded,  and  prifo- 
ners  ;  that  of  the  conquerors  did  not  exceed  500 
men.  The  pruffian  general  being  informed,  that  the 
duke  of  Wurtemberg,  at  the  head  of  10,000  men, 
was  on  his  march  to  join  the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts, 
retreated  to  Torgau,  where  he  remained  encamped. 
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His  pruflian  majetty  continually  found  new  ene- 
nucs  fpnngmg  up,  in  every  part  of  his  dominions. 

k  i  uffians,  after  prince  Henry  had  defeated  their 
d,ciign  upon  Ereflau,  feemed  to  lay  afide  the  thoughts 
°‘  Projecuting  the  campaign  in  Silefia,  but  in  Pome¬ 
rania  they  aged  with  freffi  vigor  ;  a  confiderable  body 
of  them  fat  down  before  Colberg,  the  beginning  of 
feptember,  while  a  ruffian  fleet  blocked  up  the  port 
py  lea.  A  vaft  army  of  thefe  barbarians  had  once 
before  endeavoured  ip  vain  to  matter  this  little  town  •' 
and  they  were  again  foiled  in  their  attempt.  General 
Goitze,  who  commanded  a  fmall  pruflian  army  near 
Giogau,  that  watched  the  motions  of  the  ruflian 
army  in  Silefia,  detached  general  Werner  with  6000 

ing  t0  miie  fiege*  Werner  made  one  of  the 
moft  aflomfhing  marches,  for  expedition,  ever 
enoven-,  ic  leached  Colberg  from  Giogau,  which  is 
a  ove  250  miles  in  1 1  days ;  and  arriving  before  the 
place,  on  the  1 8th,  the  ruffians '  though  much  fupe- 
nor  in  number,  railed  the  flege  with  the  greateft 

cannon,  am¬ 
munition,  baggage,  forage,  and  provifions  in  very 

great  quantities,  to  the  pruffians.  This  was  not  the 
only  fei  vice  performed  by  Werner  ;  the  fwedes  had, 
tow  ai  ds  the  end  of  the  campaign,  advanced  into 
Lrandenburg,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  fome 
confiderable  towns,  general  Stutterheim,  who  com¬ 
manded  againft:  them,  being  too  weak  to  flop  their 
prog  re  Is,  Werner  marched  againft  them,  and  obliged 

tium  to  retire  into  their  ufual  winter  quarters  at 
Stralfund.  ' 

t  Jis  pi  iifli an  majefty  by  lonie  mafterly  movements, 
:!rccr  the  battle  of  Merfchwitz  obliged  marfhal  Daun 
to  retire  among  the  mountains  on  the  frontiers  of 
oildia  ;  and  as  this  confined  fituation  of  his  army 
ltopped  the  operations  both  of  the  auftrian  and  rufT 
Han  aimies,  the  ruffians  were  prevailed  onto  march 
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ir*.to  Brandenburg,  and  attack  Berlin  •,  hoping  by  that 
rneans  to  change  the  theatre  of  the  war. 

For  this  end  the  ruffian  generals  Czernichef  and 
Tottleben,  were  detached  with  upwards  of  20,000 
men,  and  general  Lafcy  was  fent  againft  Berlin  with 
14,000  from  the  auftrian  army.  The  whole  ruffian 
army  followed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  to  fuftain  this 
grand  enterprize.  But  each  party  wanting  to  get 
before  the  other,  general  T.  ottleben,  without  waiting 
the  arrival  of  the  large  corps  of  troops,  appeared  on 
the  3d  of  odtober  before  Berlin,  with  2000  light 
troops  and  fome  foot.  He  immediately  fummoned 
it,  and  upon  its  refufing  to  lurrender,  he  threw  into 
the  city  fome  hundreds  of  royal  grenades,  bombs, 
and  red  hot  balls,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  three 
afiaults  on  one  of  the  gates,  but  was  repelled  every 
time,  and  the  flames  which  broke  out  in  feveral  parts 
were  happily  extinguifhed.  The  ruffian  general  find¬ 
ing  all  his  efforts  vain,  retired.  Mean  while,  prince 
Eugene  of  Wurtemberg,  and  general  Hulfen,  had 
come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  capital,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  faved  it,  had  not  count  Czernichef  and 
general  Lafcy  with  their  refpeCtive  corps  came  up. 
At  the  fame  time  the  grand  ruffian  army  arrived  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Oder.  The  two  pruffian  gene¬ 
rals,  feeing  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  would 
not  expofe  the  city  to  the  precarious  iffue  of  a  battle. 
Accordingly  they  withdrew  on  the  6th  to  Spandaw,  a 
ftrong  fortrefs  in  the  neighbourhood.  By  the  capi¬ 
tulation,  which  the  governor  and  magiftrates  made 
with  general  Tottleben,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  town 
fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  ruffians  5  that  the  gar- 
rifon  of  three  battalions  fhould  be  prifoners  of  war; 
and  that,  on  paying  a  contribution  of  1,500,000 
crowns,  and  200,000  as  a  gratuity  to  the  troops,  the 
city  fhould  enjoy  full  liberty,  protection,  and  fafety, 
while  the  enemy  ftaid  in  it. 
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1  he  ruffian  and  atiftrian  armies  were  no  fooner  m 
po  effion  of  Berlin,  than  they  began  to  exercife  all 
manner  of  inhuman  barbarities  on  the  innocent  in¬ 
habitants,  _  in  defiance  of  the  capitulation.  By  the 

ird  article  it  was  agreed,  that  no  foldier  fhould  be 
quartered  in  the  city  or  fuburbs  ;  that  the  light 
troops  thou  Id  not  be  permitted  even  to  enter  die 
p  ace  :  neverthelefs,  Berlin  in  a  few  days  was  overrun 
witn  coliacks,  pandours,  and  every  other  fpecies  cf 
irregular  troops,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  com¬ 
mitting  the  mod  enormous  outrages.  Thev  even 
lived  at  difcretion,  and  ufed  the  molt  cruel  treatment 
to  force  money  from  their  landlords.  All  the  kind’s 
palaces,  {tables,  and  country  feats  were  defolated,  the 
fine  pictures,  antique  ftatutes,  and  rich  furniture, 
witn  the  king’s  coaches  that  could  not  be  carried  off’ 
were  entirely  fpoilt  and  demolilhed.  The  very  craves 
uid  not  efcape  the  ravages  of  their  mercilefs  invaders 
they  broke  open  the  vaults,  and  Itripped  the  dead! 
IN  umbers  of  people  of  all  ages  and  conditions  were 
beat  and  cut  in  a  miferable  manner,  and  the  women 
were  dilhonoured  in  the  very  prefence  of  their  parents 
and  relations.  All  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  the 
adjacent  country  quite  to  Saxony  and  Poland  was 
ravaged  in  this  inhuman  manner.  It  would  fill  vo¬ 
lumes  to  be  particular  in  an  account  of  thefe  infa¬ 
mous  adlions  :  but  the  king  of  Pruffia  publiffied  a 
memorial,  fetting  in  a  clear  light,  before  all  Europe, 
the  unmanly  conduft  of  his  enemies 

In  the  mean  time  that  monarch  perceived  the  ne- 
cellity  of  his  marching  to  the  defence  of  his  domi¬ 
nions,  as  there  was  no  force  either  in  Brandenburo- 
m  Saxony  able  to  withfiand  80,000  ruffians,  who 
were  encamped  in  the  former  of  thofe  countries. 
Accordingly  his  majefty,  having  called  in  his  detach¬ 
ment.-',  began  his  march  towards  Brandenburg  •,  he 
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bent  his  courfe  acrofs  Lufatia,  and  arrived  at  Dam 
the  20th  of  oftober,  being  followed  by  marlhal 
Daun  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  days  march.  On 
the  king’s  approach,  the  ruffians  evacuated  Berlin, 
retiring  towards  Poland  ;  fo  that  his  majefty  found 
himfelf  enabled  by  their  abfence  to  remove  the  the¬ 
atre  of  the  war  into  Saxony.  His  affairs  in  that 
country  greatly  wanted  his  prefence  ;  the  army  of 
the  empire,  in  conjundlion  with  a  large  body  of  au- 
ftrians  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Leipfick,  Wit¬ 
tenberg  and  Torgau,  and  in  ffiort,  all  Saxony  was  in 
the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

If  we  confider  the  Hate  of  this  monarch’s  af-' 
fairs  at  this  period,  we  ffiall  not  wonder  much  at  all 
Europe’s  giving  him  over  as  loll  beyond  recovery. 
An  army  of  80,000  ruffians  was  encamped  in  his 
electorate,  all  Saxony  was  in  the  hands  of  the  au- 
ftrians,  part  of  Silefia  was  likewife  in  their  poffeffion  ; 
and  general  Laudon,  whom  Daun  had  left  in  that 
province  with  a  llrong  corps,  threatened  the  remain¬ 
der  of  it  •,  in  fine,  marfhal  Daun,  at  the  head  of  a 
fuperior  army  was  ready  to  maintain  affairs  in  their 
then  Hate,  that  he  might  be  ready  in  the  fpring  to 
overwhelm  the  king  at  once. 

His  pruffian  majefty  paffed  the  Elbe,  the  25th  at 
Cofwig,  between  Wittenberg  and  Deffaw,  and  hav¬ 
ing  joined  the  corps  of  prince  Eugene  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  and  general  Hulfen,  he  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  80,000  men.  Marlhal  Daun  having  joined 
general  Lafcy,  alfo  eroded  the  Elbe  at  Torgau,  and 
advanced  to  Eulenburg,  probably  with  a  defign  to 
join  the  army  of  the  empire,  which  had  taken  poll 
under  Leipfick  ;  but  he  returning  to  his  old  camp 
at  Torgau,  the  pruffian  army  marched  to  Eulenburg, 
and  general  Hulfen  driving  the  army  of  the  empire 
from  before  Leipfick,  took  poffeffion  of  that  city, 
and  leaving  a  garrifon  in  ir,  rejoined  the  grand  army. 
His  majelty  now  determined,  if  poffible,  to  force 
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marfhal  Daun  to  a  battle,  for  he  found  that  nothin^ 
h2*S  °Ty  C°Uld  retri£Ve  the  finkinS  ftate  of  h| 

-  To  execute  this  refolution,  he  marched  towards  the 

to  malVr  ^ Vff C  2d  of  n°vember  ;  his  fcheme  was 
to  make  two  different  attacks  on  it,  fo  that  either  his 

rig  it  or  left  muff  take  the  enemy  in  rear,  and  clofe 

hem  in  Accordingly  his  majefty,  the  next  day,  with 

7  battall°ns  and  50  fquadrons  of  his  left  winrl  took 

one  road  and  general  Ziethen,  with  3o  battalions  and 

£j$X*r  °l  -the  righ>  marched  by  another. 
Vr.uiLa.  Daun,  being  apprifed  of  the  approach  of  the 

tormeT’  ^  thC  lkirmilIlinS  0f  his  advanced  parties, 
tormeo  a  front  to  oppofe  the  king,  who  began  the 

at  ack  at  two  ,n  the  afternoon  :  he  was  received  with  a 

onfk  fire  of  200  pieces  of  cannon,  but  was  repulfed  the 

hrlt  time,  after  a  very  fmart  fire  of  artillery  and  fmall 

arms,  the  pruffian  grenadiers  buffering  much  from 

the  auffrian  carabineers.  His  pruffian  majefty  made 

a  fecond  vigorous  attack,  but  his  infantry  was  amain 

repulfed,  and  forced  to  give  way.  The  kino-  Then 

ordered  two  regiments  of  horfe  to  advance*  who 

threw  feveral  auffrian  regiments  into  diforder,  takino- 

prifoners  three  others.  Upon  this  attack  marfhal 

Daun  advanced  between  fixty  and  eighty  battalions 

towards  I  organ,  placing  his  left  at  Zinne,  and  his 

nght  at  the  Elbe,  The  prince  of  Holftein  went  to 

meet  them,  with  the  pruffian  cavalry,  and  at  firft 

made  them  give  way ;  but  at  the  fecond  attack,  he 

was  himfelf  forced  to  retire  a  little.  Neverthelefs, 

he  returned  a  third  time  to  the  charge  ;  and  the  third 

fine  of  the  pruffian  infantry  attacked  the  auffrian 

foot  in  the  vineyards  of  Supritz,  whiift  general 

Ziethen,  with  their  right  wing  made  his  attack  in 

their  rear.  Thefe  three  attacks  being  executed  at 

the  fame  time,  lucceeded  ;  the  whole  auffrian  army 

was  thrown  into  great  diforder,  which  was  encreafed 

by  marfhal  Daun’s  being  wounded  in  the  thUh. 

ZD  0 
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The  battle  ended  about  a  quarter  before  ten  at  night* 
when  vidlory  declared  for  the  king  of  Pruffia.  The 
night  being  uncommonly  dark*  his  majefty  had  it 
not  in  his  power  to  purfue  his  enemy  ;  fo  they  em¬ 
ployed  the  reft  of  the  night  in  croffing  the  Elbe  with 
all  fpeed,  on  three  bridges  of  boats,  which  they1 
threw  over  it  at  Torgau*  Next  morning  at  day  break 
the  pruffian  army  entered  that  town,  and  feized  20 
boats  belonging  to  their  bridges. 

In  this  defperate  battle,  which  was  one  of  the 
bloodied  that  had  happened  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  war  ;  the  conquerors,  by  their  own  account  loft 
1500  men  made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  two 
generals,  2500  killed,  4900  wounded.  The  auftrians, 
according  to  the  fame  account,  loft  four  generals, 
200  officers,  and  7000  men  ;  29  colours,  one  ftan- 
dard,  and  40  pieces  of  cannon  were  alfo  taken  ;  but 
the  number  of  their  killed  and  wounded  was  never 
publiffied  by  the  pruffians.  The  Vienna  account  of 
this  battle,  makes  their  lofs  10,000  men  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing  ;  and  computes  the  king  of 
Pruffia’s  in  the  whole  at  20,000  men.  But  both 
thefe  calculations  were  probably  falfe.  If  they  owned 
their  lofs  to  amount  to  10,000  men,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  it  was  nearer  20,000,  efpecially  if  they  loft 
7000  prifoners.  Confidering  the  fituation  of  the  ar¬ 
mies,  and  the  duration  of  the  engagement,  nothin** 
can  be  more  improbable  than  the  conquerors  lofing 
double  the  number  of  the  vanquifhed.  I  believe  it 
will  not  be  thought  extravagant  to  calculate  the  lofs 
of  the  pruffians  at  10,000  men,  and  that  of  the  au¬ 
ftrians  at  20,000. 

I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  how  impolitic  it  was 
in  marfhal  Daun,  to  clnife  a  camp  where  he  might 
be  forced  to  an  attion,  unlefs  the  court  of  Vienna 
(which  is  moft  likely)  gave  him  pofitive  orders  to 
engage  :  had  he  continued  on  the  defenfive,  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  confidering  how  furrounded  he  was  with 
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enemies  in  his  very  dominions,  muft  have'  loft  rnanv 

men  in  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  and  have 

opened  the  enfuing  one  under  the  greateft  difadvan- 

tages.  I  he  ruffians  would  probably  have  taken  their 

winter  quarters  in  Brandenburg.  And  if  the  allies 

nad  began  the  campaign  with  vigor,  it  would  have 

been  a  miracle,  had  the  king  efcaped  ruin.  Indeed 

tie  ruffians  played  a  very  wavering  game  by  retirinc  in 

o  critical  a  time.  It  looked  as  if  the  court  of  Pe~ 

terfburg  had  determined  not  intirely  to  demolifh  the 
king. 


1  he  confequcnces  of  this  great  vidory  foon  ap¬ 
peared.  .  Marfhal  Daun  furrertdered  the  command  of 
the  auftrian  army,  as  foon  as  he  was  wounded,  to 
general  Buccow,  whofe  arm  being  (hot  off  in  a  few 
minutes,  it  devolved  on  general  ODonnel.  The  new 
commander  retreated  with  great  expedition  towards 
Drefden,  and  having  provided  for  the  fafety  of  that 
city,  took  pofieffion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Plauen. 
All  Saxony,  except  a  fmall  trad  about  Drefden  and 
the  au (Irian  camp,  fell  once  more  into  the  hands  of 
his  prufiian  majefty,  who  advanced  with  his  army 
to  b  reyberg.  It  was  too  late  in  the  feafon,  his  troops 
had  been  too  much  fatigued,  and  Drefden  too  ftrong, 
for  him  to  attempt  making  himfelf  mafter  of  it* 
Lin.  he  detached  10,000  men,  under  general  Forcade, 
through  Thuringia,  to  aftifl  duke  Ferdinand  in  his 
operations  againft  the  french*,  but  the  roads  proved 
io  extremely  bad,  that  this  party  was  obliged  to  halt 
by  the  way.  1  fe  alio  fent  another  ftrong  detachment 
againft  the  ruffians,  who  thereupon  retired  into  Po¬ 
land,  and  he  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  his  domini¬ 
ons  freed  from  that  terrible  enemy  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  campaign.  Another  party  of  his  troops 
took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  Mecklenburg. 

#  Saxony  and  Brandenburg  were  not  the  only  pro¬ 
vinces  that  were  cleared  of  his  enemies,  by  the  glo¬ 
rious  vidory  of  Torgau.  Marfhal  Daun  had  left 

general 
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general  Laudohn,  with  a  ftrong  corps  in  Silefia,  who 
making  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  befiege  Schwefek 
nitz,  turned  fuddenly  off,  and  laid  fiege  to  Coid- 
The  pruffian  general  Goltz,  who  commanded  againffc 
him,  was  unable  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  but  the  battle  of 
Torgau  operated  even  at  that  diftance.  General 
Laudohn  was  no  fooner  informed  of  it,  (and  having 
made  an  unfuccefsful  attack)  than  lie  railed  the  fiege, 
and  retired  into  the  County  of  Glatz. 

In  this  great  and  glorious  manner  did  that  mag¬ 
nanimous  monarch  extricate  himlelf  from  thole  for¬ 
midable  and  impending  dangers,  that  fo  lately  had 
furrounded  him.  All  his  dominions  except  thofe 
that  had  been  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  were  now 
entirely  cleared.  Much  the  greateft  part  of  Saxony 
and  Lufatia,  as  well  as  Mecklenburg  and  fwedifh 
Pomerania  were  in  his  pofieffion  ;  in  thefe  he  had  it 
in  his  power  to  raife  large  contributions  and  recruits 
for  his  army  -,  fo  that  his  fituation  at  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign,  was  much  more  advantageous,  than  it 
was  at  the.  end  of  the  laft.  During  the  year  17,3^, 
he  fu (Lined  four  capital  defeats,  and  the  moft  fatal 
of  them,  the  furrender  at  Maxen,  concluded  the  cam¬ 
paign  ;  whereas  in  this  of  1760,  he  gained  two  great 
and  fignal  victories,  and  the  campaign  was  finTllied 
in  the  moft  glorious  manner.  Indeed  it  was  opened 
unfortunately  by  Fouquet’s  defeat,  but  the  kino-  and 
prince  Henry,  by  their  admirable  movements  pre¬ 
vented  the  auftrians  from  receiving  any  great  advan¬ 
tage  from  their  victory.  One  cannot  refleCt  on  the 
feeming  defperate  face  which  this  monarch’s  alfairs 
wore  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  campaign,  and 
not  be  loft  in  amazement,  when  we  confider  the  abi- 

lities  that  extricated  him  from  all  tholb  perplexing 
difficulties.  ° 

In  the  mean  time,  in  England  the  attention  of  all 
ranks  of  people  was  taken  up  with  the  very  confi- 

derable 
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detable  preparations  that  had  been  carrying  on  at 
Portfmouth,  four  months  fuccefiively  ;  a  large  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war,  with  tranfports  fufficient  to 
carry  10,000  men  were  collefted  at  Spithead.  Troops, 
both  horfe  and  foot  marched  from  all  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  Portfmouth.  Mortars,  cannon,  bombs,  am¬ 
munition,  and  a  multitude  of  all  forts  of  warlike 
implements  both  for  the  field  or  a  fiege,  were  trans¬ 
ported  thither.  The  greatnefs  of  thefe  preparations 
alarmed  the  french,  who  expected  another  vifit  on 
fome  part  of  their  coaft,  they  prepared  at  all  their 
ports  to  receive  the  enemy.  About  the  middle  of 
november,  the  troops,  to  the  amount  of  about  Sooo 
men,  embarked,  general  Kingfley  was  appointed  to 
command  in  chief  by  land,  and  commodore  Keppel 
by  lea.  The  fleet  lay  wind  bound  at  Spithead  fome 
days,  and  before  they  could  fail,  the  commanders 
received  counter  orders,  diredting  the  troops  to  be 
difembarked,  as  the  expedition  was  laid  afide  'till 
the  fpring.  The  nation  in  general  was  greatly  fur- 
prifed  at  thefe  fudden  orders  ;  nor  could  any  indif¬ 
ferent  perfon  pretend  to  mention  the  dedination  of 
the  armament.  Numberlefs  conjedtures  were  formed 
but  many  circumftances  confidered,  I  think  there  is 
great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  expedition  was  de¬ 
signed  to  co-operate  with  that  of  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Brunfwick,  when  he  laid  fiege  to  Wefel.  3Tis 
probable  the  fleet  were  to  land  troops  on  the  beach  of 
Blankenburg,  on  the  coad  of  the  audrian  Netherlands, 
from  which  place  they  might  have  marched  to  the 
Maefe,  to  join  the  hereditary  prince,  and  have  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  profecute  the  war  in  thofe  parts  with 
the  greater  vigor.  There  are  more  realons  than  one 
that  favour  this  opinion  j  but  particularly  the  fmall 
number  of  troops  employed,  which  was  too  inconfl- 
derable  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  co'aft  of  France, 
and  by  a  detachment  of  the  guards  being  embarked, 
and  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  it  was  plain  their  de¬ 
dination 
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ftination  was  in  Europe.  But  when  it  was  found 
that  the  hereditary  prince  was  prevented  from  execu¬ 
ting  his  expedition,  it  might  poftibly  be  thought 
better  to  lay  afide  the  naval  armament  till  the  fpring, 
and  then  to  fend  it  againft  Martinico. 

I  come  now  to  mention  an  event,  which  filled  the 
nation  with  grief.  His  mod  facred  majefty  George  II. 
died  on  the  25th  of  oftober,  at  his  palace  atKenfirig- 
ton,  in  a  very  fudden  manner  •,  his  death  being  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  burding  of  the  right  ventricle  of  his 
heart.  He  finifhed  a  long  and  happy  reign,  in  the 
midft  of  a  period  which  abounded  with  great  events. 
Tt  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that  he  was  a  good,  a  brave,  a 
juft,  and  a  virtuous  king;  his  many  good  qualities 
adorned  the  throne  on  which  he  fat  fo  long,  and 
which  he  left  at  a  time  fo  glorious  for  himlelf  and 
his  fubjefts.  Thefe  particulars  are  too  deeply  im¬ 
printed  on  the  hearts  of  a  grateful  people  to  require 
an  Eulogy.  He  departed  this  life  in  the  77th  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  34th  of  his  reign.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  imperial  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms  by 
his  grandfon,  George  prince  of  Wales,  our  prefent 
moft  gracious  fovereign,  who  was  immediately  pro¬ 
claimed  with  the  ufual  ceremony,  under  the  title 
of  George  III.  All  the  lords  and  others  of  the 
late  king’s  privy  council  were  fworn  of  his  majefty’s 
privy  council,  who  was  pleafed  on  the  firft  day  of 

his  accefiion  to  make  the  following  declaration  to 
.  them. 

“  The  lofs  that  I  and  the  nation  have  fuftained  by 
the  death  of  the  king,  my  grand-father,  would  have 
been  feverely  felt  at  any  time,  but  coming  at  fo  cri¬ 
tical  a  juncture,  and  fo  unexpected,  it  is  by  many 
circumltances,  augmented  ;  and  the  weight  now  fall¬ 
ing  upon  me  much  increafed  ;  f  feel  my  own  infuffi- 
eiency  to  fupport  it  as  I  wifh  ;  but  animated  by  the 
tendereft  affection  for  this  my  native  country,  and 

N  n  depending 


(  546  ) 

depending  on  the  advice,  experience,  and  abilities 

your  lordfhips,  and  on  the  fnpport  and  afTiftance  of 
every  honeft  man,  I  enter  with  chearfulnefs  into  this 
arduous  fituation,  and  fliall  make  it  the  bufinefs  of 
my  life,  to  promote  in  every  thing,  the  glory  and 
happinefs  of  thefekingdoms,  to  preferveand  llrengthen 
both  the  co  n  ft  i  tut  ion  in  church  and  ftate  ;  and  as  I 
mount  the  throne  in  the  midft  of  an  expcnftve,  but 
juft  and  neceflary  war,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  profe- 
cute  it  in  the  manner  molt  likely  to  bring  on  an 
honourable  and  lading  peace,  in  concert  with  my 
allies.” 

This  declaration  was  remarkably  pleafing  to  all 
ranks  of  people  •,  and  the  words,  “  This  my  native 
country,”  could  not  but  be  excefiively  grateful  to 
britifh  ears.  His  majefty  began  his  reign  in  the 
moil  promifing  and  popular  manner.  A  proclama¬ 
tion  was  publifhed  for  the  encouragement  of  piety 
and  virtue,  and  for  preventing  and  punifhing  vice, 
immorality,  and  profanenefs.  His  royal  highnefs,  the 
duke  of  York,  and  the  earl  of  Bute,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  groom  of  the  Stole  to  his  majefty,  were  fworn 
into  the  privy-council,  the  27th  ;  and,  in  a  few  weeks 
after,  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  was  made  ma¬ 
iler  of  the  horfe,  the  honourable  George  Townfhend, 
and  the  lord  vifeount  Royfton,  were  alfo  made  privy 
counfellors.  Some  other  changes  and  promotions 
took  place,  but  not  of  importance.  On  the  8th 
of  november  a  proclamation  was  iffued  for  pro¬ 
roguing  the  parliament  to  the  18th  of  that  month, 
on  which  day  his  majefty  went  with  the  ufual  ftate, 
attended  by  the  earls  of  Huntingdon  and  Bute,  to 
the  houie  of  peers,  and  the  commons  being  at  the 
bar  of  that  houie,  his  majefty  made  a  mo  ft  gracious 
fpeech  to  them,  in  which,  after  mentioning  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  lofs  the  nation  had  lately  fuftained,  he 
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proceeded  in  thefe  words,  “  Born  and  educated  in 
“  this  country,  I  glory  in  the  name  of  Briton  ;  afld 
“  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  my  life  will  ever  confift 
“  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  a  people,  whofe  loyalty, 
“  and  warm  affedtion  to  me,  I  confider  as  the  greateft 
and  moft  permanent  fecurity  of  my  throne.”  What 
words  could  be  more  pleafing  to  a  britifh  parliament 
than  this  declaration  ?  the  lords,  in  their  addrefs  have 
this  paragraph.  “  We  are  penetrated  with  the  con- 
“  defeending  and  endearing  manner,  in  which  your 
“  majefty  has  exp  re  fled  your  fatisfadtion,  in  having 
cc  received  your  birth  and  education  amongft  us. 
“  What  a  luftre  does  it  caft  on  the  name  of  Briton, 
“  when  you,  fir,  arepleafed  to  efteem  it  amongft  your 
• 1  glories  His  majefty’s  whole  fpeech  was  extreme¬ 
ly  affedtionate  and  popular;  and  the  addrefs  of  the 
lords  and  commons  as  dutiful  and  loyal. 

The  period  at  which  his  majefty  came  to  the  throne 
was  fo  extremely  brilliant  for  Great  Britain,  that  his 
accefiion  promifed  a  reign  equally  glorious  to  him- 
felf  and  advantageous  to  his  fubjedts.  He  afeended 
the  throne  at  a  time  when  his  kingdoms  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  truly  national  and  fortunate  war.  He 
had  the  happinefs  to  fee  fadtion  banifhed  from  home, 
and  his  arms  victorious  abroad.  That  unparalleled 
unanimity  which  took  place  among  all  ranks  of  peo¬ 
ple,  when  the  odious  names  of  Whig  and  Tory  were 
no  more,  but  when  every  one  was  defirous  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  no  other  title  but  that  of  Briton  ; 
then  it  was,  that  our  victorious  arms  carried  terror  and 
conqueft  to  the  furtheft  regions  of  the  earth,  and 
reduced  France,  our  conftant,  and  once  formidable 
enemy,  to  the  low  ftate  in  which  we  fee  her  at  pre¬ 
fer*  It  was  referved  for  his  majefty  to  become  the 
iovereign  of  thefe  imperial  realms  at  a  period,  when 


*  Vide  appendix. 
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they  were  dreaded  and  refpefted  by  all  their  neigh* 
hours  ;  when  britifh  fleets  failed  unrefifted  to  the 
remoteft  regions  ;  when  her  armies  marched  only  to 
enjoy  victory  ;  and  when  a  concatination  of  glorious 
events  all  tended,  to  exalt  her  power,  and  extend  her 
influence  and  dominion  •,  and  to  raife  her  fovereign 
to  that  pitch  of  profperity,  as  juftly  formed  hin> 
the  greateft  monarch  in  the  univerfe. 


The  E  N  II 


The  Appendix,  to  which  the  reader  has  been  fre¬ 


quently  referred,  will  be  publifhed  together  with  the 
Continuation  of  this  work. 
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